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Happy New Year! 

It is certainly a new year for me:  a new address, a new job 
and—even though I am still “north” -  a new, slightly 
warmer climate!  I moved from Northern Vermont to Cen-
tral New York to be closer to my Mother.  My dogs have 
settled in well—they are happily frustrated by the deer 
who wander within feet of the house and squirrels who raid 
the birdfeeder with impunity.  I can be reach at my same 
email:  BandersnatchBTCD@yahoo.com.  My address is 
now:  132 Genung Circle, Ithaca NY 14850.  Phone: (607) 
273-0925 or cell (same as before) (802) 272-7635.  I am 
just far enough south that I hope to make it to more CD-
centric events!  A slightly shorter winter will also help—
and may mean my snow tires can come off sooner than May 
and go on later than October! 

This is a very important issue and I ask you to read 
it carefully.  Inside you will find information on the 
Nominating Committee.  They are working hard on our 
next slate of Officers and Directors.  This club is a collec-
tive of volunteers, and committed volunteers keep us 
working and moving forward. 

Also inside you will find a very comprehensive report from 
the Breed Standard Revisit Committee.  This committee 
has worked long and hard and we owe it to them to 
thoughtfully consider their work.  A mailing later this year 
will allow for balloting on this important issue.   

Our next Agility trials will be held this May.  Dan Haddy 
encourages us to bring out our dogs and run them in our 
trial.  We offer special recognition for Canaan Dogs at our 
trial—and so far only Dan’s dog has ever competed for 
them!  Many of the participants attending the trials look for 
CDs  at the trials as they get so little chance to see  the 
breed up-close and personal. 

Finally, you will find a lot of information about our Na-
tional Specialty and Annual Meetings to be held this June in 
Colorado.  Inserts to this issue include catalog advertising 
(a great way to send best wishes, celebrate a special dog or 
mentor or just say Hi!), Banquet Reservation form, Herd-
ing Test Registration and directions to get you around 
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On the Subject of Square 

Why is the square proportion important for Canaan Dog 
fanciers? 

A dog is either square or rectangular in profile. Along 
with other basic features, a square profile identifies 
ideal Canaan Dog type. 

In their original "Temporary Standard of the Canaan 
Dog," the founders of the breed identify the shape of 
the pariah dogs that became known as Canaan Dogs, 
as square.  "Shape:  Square." Period. The square 
shape identifies the ideal proportion of the breed, and 
has held true over decades through controversies and 
disagreements.  All American Standards, and all Euro-
pean and Israeli breed standards, past and present, 
keep and uphold the square shape for Canaans. 

Movement is connected to proportion and is the second 
major feature that reveals breed type.  The square pro-
portion of the Canaan Dog predicts its movement as a 
"short, but brisk trot, 'natural' trot desired." (Temporary 
Standard of the "Canaan Dog" published in PARIA-
HUNDE, 1960, my translation).  Similar descriptions of 
gait appear in other Canaan Dog standards, and corre-
spond to the kind of movement that one can expect to 
see from a square profile.  

Our purpose as CDCA and BSRC (Breed Standard 
Revision Committee) members is to maintain and up-
hold the basic elements of breed type that identify ideal 
Canaan Dogs and are true to the original requirements 
for the breed.  No other proportion fits the standard, 
and no other gait fits the standard.   

-Bryna Comsky  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Longmont.  You can also contact Cathey Dunn or Risa Baum-
rind with your questions. 

Bring out your dogs—to trial, compete or just cheer on your 
fellow club members!  You’ll both enjoy the fun! 

- Amanda   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO 

SUPPORTED ORION IN HIS GRAND  

CHAMPIONSHIP CAMPAIGN !! 

UKC CH., AKC GCH. Blue Sky Desertstar Orion The Hunter, 
CDCA-HCX 

 

(CH. Cherrysh Sing Hosanna x CH. Arayl’s Rivi’s Rumor, RN, CDCA-HC) 
 

# 3 In Breed for 2010 (highest ranked Grand Champion) 

2009 UKC Top Ten - Canaan Dogs 

AKC Grand Champion Under 6 Judges With 6 Major Point Wins 

2 Qualifying Scores Towards His AKC Rally Novice Title 

SEE YOU AT THE 2011 NATIONAL IN COLORADO! 
Orion is bred, owned, trained, handled, and loved by: 

Norma Bennett Woolf 

Blue Sky Canaan Dogs 

6241 N. State Route 48 

Lebanon, OH  45036 

Denise A. Gordon 

Desert Star Canaan Dogs 

2614 Gracewood Ave. 

Cincinnati, OH  45239 
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Report of the breed standard revisit committee 
SUBMITTED BY ANNETTE ISRAEL, MORE ON PAGES 6-9 AND 11-12 

The Standard Breed Revision Committee has writ-
ten a proposed revised standard that was voted on 
and passed by the committee and the CDCA Board 
of Directors at our last specialty June 16th 2010. 
This was then sent to the AKC Board of Directors 
and they passed it.    

The next step is for the membership to vote on the 
new revised standard. In order that every member 
has the opportunity to read the AKC standard 
(current) with the proposed revised standard, we 
have included the two side by side so that it is easy 
to see where the proposed revisions were made.  
You will see the current standard in the left hand 
column and the proposed standard on the right.  
The words being removed from the current stan-
dard are marked in bold (as such) in the left hand 
column, while additions are underlined in the right 
hand column (like this).     

Part of the requirements from AKC are explain the 
revisions to the CDCA membership.  As such, also 
included in this issue are the discussions that oc-
curred, especially as to how to describe the shape 
of the Canaan Dog, as our current standard contra-
dicts itself. 

Later this spring, a mailing will be sent to all mem-
bers of the club.  That mailing will contain the 
Slate of Officers nominated by the Nominating 
Committee to serve as Officers and Directors for 
the next term.  In addition, full members (i.e., 
those who are eligible to vote) will also be sent a 
ballot for voting on the breed standard.  (Ballot 
counting will be done by someone outside the 
club.) 

I hope that after reading all of the information 
given, that when it comes time to vote, the mem-
bers can make a decision based on the information 
and not on hear-say or how someone told them to 
vote.  
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Report of the breed standard revisit committee 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
CURRENT STANDARD IN LEFT COLUMN, PROPOSED IN RIGHT. 

Proposed Canaan Dog Breed Standard 

 

General Appearance 
The Canaan Dog, the National dog of Israel, is a herding and 
flock sentry dog originating in the Land of Canaan.  The Ca-
naan Dog is a pariah dog type that is naturally alert, inquisi-
tive and watchful.  He is mistrustful of strangers and unfamil-
iar environments, yet loyal and loving with his family.  A 
square dog of medium size, moderate and balanced without 
extremes, showing a clean outline.  The moderately angu-
lated Canaan Dog moves with athletic agility and grace in an 
efficient, ground-covering endurance trot.  He has a wedge-
shaped head with low-set erect ears, a high set brush tail that 
curls over the back when confident, and a straight, harsh, 
flat-lying double coat.  There is a marked distinction between 
the sexes. 

 

Size, Proportion, Substance 
Size--Height at the withers is 20 to 24 inches for dogs and 19 
to 23 inches for bitches. The ideal Canaan Dog lies in the 
middle of the stated ranges. 

 Proportion--Square when measured from the point of the 
shoulder to the ischium and from the point of the withers to 
the ground.  Substance--Moderate. Dogs generally weigh 45 
to 55 pounds and bitches approximately 35 to 45 pounds. 
Dogs distinctly masculine without coarseness and bitches 
feminine without over-refinement. 

 

 
Head 
Elongated, the length exceeding the breadth and depth con-
siderably. Wedge-shaped, when viewed from above. Slightly 
arched when viewed from the side, tapering to stop. The 
region of the forehead is of medium width, but appearing 
broader through ears set low to complete an alert expression, 
with a slight furrow between the eyes. Expression--Alert, 
watchful and inquisitive. Dignified. Eyes--Dark, almond-
shaped, slightly slanted. Varying shades of hazel with liver-
pointed dogs. Eye rims darkly pigmented or of varying shades 
of liver harmonizing with coat color. Fault--Unpigmented 
eye rims. Ears--Erect, medium to large, set moderately low, 
broad at the base, tapering to a very slightly rounded tip. 

Current Canaan Dog Breed Standard  

 

General Appearance 
The Canaan Dog is a herding and flock guardian dog na-
tive to the Middle East. He is aloof with strangers, 
inquisitive, loyal and loving with his family. His me-
dium-size, square body is without extremes, showing a 
clear, sharp outline. The Canaan Dog moves with ath-
letic agility and grace in a quick, brisk, ground-covering 
trot. He has a wedge-shaped head with low-set erect ears, 
a bushy tail that curls over the back when excited, and a 
straight, harsh, flat-lying double coat. 

 

 

 

 

Size, Proportion, Substance 
Size--Height at the withers is 20 to 24 inches for dogs and 
19 to 23 inches for bitches. The ideal Canaan Dog lies in 
the middle of the stated ranges. Disqualifications--
Dogs less than 20 inches or more than 25 inches. 
Bitches less than 18 inches or more than 23 inches. 
Proportion--Square when measured from the point of the 
withers to the base of the tail and from the point of 
the withers to the ground. Substance--Moderate. Dogs gen-
erally weigh 45 to 55 pounds and bitches approximately 35 
to 45 pounds. Dogs distinctly masculine without coarse-
ness and bitches feminine without over-refinement. 

 

Head 
Elongated, the length exceeding the breadth and depth 
considerably. Wedge-shaped, when viewed from above. 
Slightly arched when viewed from the side, tapering to 
stop. The region of the forehead is of medium width, but 
appearing broader through ears set low to complete an 
alert expression, with a slight furrow between the eyes. 
Expression--Alert, watchful and inquisitive. Dignified. Eyes--
Dark, almond-shaped, slightly slanted. Varying shades of 
hazel with liver-pointed dogs. Eye rims darkly pigmented 
or of varying shades of liver harmonizing with coat color. 
Fault--Unpigmented eye rims. Ears--Erect, medium to 



PAGE 6 THE CANAAN KIBITZER 

BSRC REPORT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

Ears angled very slightly forward when excited. A straight 
line from the inner corner of the ear to the tip of the nose 
should just touch the inner corner of the eye and a line drawn 
from the tip of the ear to the tip of the nose should just touch 
the outer corner of the eye. Ear motion contributes to ex-
pression and clearly defines the mood of the dog. Major 
Fault--In the adult dog, other than erect ears. Stop--Slightly 
accentuated. Muzzle--Tapering to complete the wedge shape 
of the head. Length equal to or slightly longer than the length 
of the skull from the occiput to stop. Whisker trimming op-
tional. Nose--Darkly pigmented or varying shades of liver, 
harmonizing with coat color. Lips--Tight with good pigmen-
tation. Bite--Scissors. 

 

 

Neck, Topline, Body 
Neck--well arched. Balance to body and head and free from 
throatiness. Topline--Level with slight arch over the loins. 
Body--Strong, displaying athletic agility and trimness. Chest--
Moderately broad and deep, extending to the elbows, with 
well-sprung ribs. Loin--Well-tucked up. Short, muscled 
flanks. Tail--Set high. When confident tail will be carried 
curled over the back, either in a curl or sickle, with one full 
curl being the ideal. When extended, the bone shall reach to 
the hocks. 

 

 

Forequarters 
Shoulders moderately angulated. Legs straight. Pasterns 
flexible with very slight slope when viewed from the side. 
Dewclaws may be removed. Feet--Catlike, pads hard, pig-
mentation harmonizing with nose and eye rims. Nails strong, 
hard, pigmentation harmonizing with either nose and eye 
rims or coat. 

 

Hindquarters  
Moderately angulated. In balance with forequarters. Straight 
when viewed from the rear. Thigh musculature well-
developed, moderately broad. Hocks well-let-down. Dew-
claws must be removed. Feet and nails as in fore-quarters. 

 

 
Coat   
Double coat. Outer coat-straight, harsh, flat-lying. Outer 
coat of medium length on body, shorter on front part of the 

large, set moderately low, broad at the base, tapering to a 
very slightly rounded tip. Ears angled very slightly forward 
when excited. A straight line from the inner corner of the 
ear to the tip of the nose should just touch the inner corner 
of the eye and a line drawn from the tip of the ear to the 
tip of the nose should just touch the outer corner of the 
eye. Ear motion contributes to expression and clearly de-
fines the mood of the dog. Major Fault--In the adult dog, 
other than erect ears. Stop--Slightly accentuated. Muzzle--
Tapering to complete the wedge shape of the head. Length 
equal to or slightly longer than the length of the skull from 
the occiput to stop. Whisker trimming optional. Nose--
Darkly pigmented or varying shades of liver, harmonizing 
with coat color. Lips--Tight with good pigmentation. Bite--
Scissors. 

 

Neck, Topline, Body 
Neck--well arched. Balance to body and head and free from 
throatiness. Topline--Level with slight arch over the loins. 
Body--Strong, displaying athletic agility and trimness. Chest-
-Moderately broad and deep, extending to the elbows, 
with well-sprung ribs. Loin--Well-tucked up. Short, mus-
cled flanks. Tail--Set moderately high. May be carried 
curled over the back when excited; limited to one 
full curl. When extended, the bone must reach to the 
hocks. Fault: Tail which falls over to either side of 
the back. 

 

Forequarters 
Shoulders moderately angulated. Legs straight. Pasterns 
flexible with very slight slope when viewed from the side. 
Dewclaws may be removed. Feet--Catlike, pads hard, pig-
mentation harmonizing with nose and eye rims. Nails 
strong, hard, pigmentation harmonizing with either nose 
and eye rims or coat. 

 

Hindquarters  
Moderately angulated. In balance with forequarters. 
Straight when viewed from the rear. Thigh musculature 
well-developed, moderately broad. Hocks well-let-down. 
Dewclaws must be removed. Feet and nails as in fore-
quarters. 

 

Coat  
Double coat. Outer coat-straight, harsh, flat-lying, with 
slight ruff. Ruff more pronounced on males. 
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legs and head; longer on ruff, tail, top of withers and back of 
thigh. Ruff more pronounced on males.  Thick brush tail 
tapering to a pointed tip.  Undercoat- soft and short with 
density varying with climate.  Excessively long outer coat 
that masks the clean outline of the dog is undesirable as is any 
trimming that alters the natural appearance of the dog. 

 
 

Color  
There are two color patterns. Pattern 1) Predominantly 
white with mask and with or without additional patches of 
color (large body patches are desirable). Pattern 2) Solid col-
ored with or without white trim. Color may range from 
black through all shades of brown - sandy to red or liver. 
Shadings of black on a solid brown or tan dog are frequently 
seen. The trim on a solid colored dog may include chest, 
undercarriage, feet and lower part of leg and tip of tail. In all 
color patterns self-ticking may be present. Disqualifications--a) 
Gray and/or brindle. b) All white. 

 

Mask 
The mask is a desired and distinguishing feature of the pre-
dominantly white Canaan Dog. The mask is the same color(s) 
as the body patches on the dog. The basically symmetrical 
mask must completely cover the eyes and ears or can com-
pletely cover the head as in a hood. The only allowed white 
in the mask or hood is a white blaze of any size or shape and/
or white on the muzzle below the mask. Faults--On pre-
dominantly white dogs--absence of mask, half mask, or 
grossly asymmetrical mask. 

 

Gait  
The characteristic gait is a brisk and tireless trot covering 
more ground than expected.  Moderate angulation results in 
the appropriate reach and drive of the natural dog’s endur-
ance trot. In this trot the rear paw steps into the footprint of 
the front paw.  His trot tends to converge to the center at 
higher speeds.  The Canaan Dog is agile, graceful and able to 
change speed and direction instantly.  Correct movement is 
essential to this breed. 

 

Temperament  
Alert, vigilant, devoted and docile with his family. Reserved 
and aloof with strangers. Highly territorial, serving as a re-
sponsive companion and natural guardian. Very vocal, persis-
tent. Easily trained. Faults--Shyness or dominance toward 

Length of outer coat ½ to 1½ inch; longer on ruff 
and back of thighs, shorter on body, legs and 
head. Undercoat--straight, soft, short, flat-lying, den-
sity varying with climate. Tail bushy, increasing in 
plumage from set to end of bones, then tapering 
to pointed tip. Faults--Excessively long guard coat 
that masks the clean outline of the dog. Any trimming that 
alters the natural appearance of the dog. 

 

Color  
There are two color patterns. Pattern 1) Predominantly 
white with mask and with or without additional patches of 
color (large body patches are desirable). Pattern 2) Solid 
colored with or without white trim. Color may range from 
black through all shades of brown - sandy to red or liver. 
Shadings of black on a solid brown or tan dog are fre-
quently seen. The trim on a solid colored dog may include 
chest, undercarriage, feet and lower part of leg and tip of 
tail. In all color patterns self-ticking may be present. Dis-
qualifications--a) Gray and/or brindle. b) All white. 

 

Mask 
The mask is a desired and distinguishing feature of the pre-
dominantly white Canaan Dog. The mask is the same color
(s) as the body patches on the dog. The basically symmetri-
cal mask must completely cover the eyes and ears or can 
completely cover the head as in a hood. The only allowed 
white in the mask or hood is a white blaze of any size or 
shape and/or white on the muzzle below the mask. Faults-
-On predominantly white dogs--absence of mask, half 
mask, or grossly asymmetrical mask. 

 

Gait  
Movement is very important. Good reach and drive. 
Quick, brisk natural trot, apparently tireless, indi-
cating an animal capable of trotting for hours. 
Covers ground more quickly than expected. Agile, 
able to change directions almost instantaneously. 
Tends to single-track at high speed. Fault--
Anything that detracts from efficient movement. 

 

Temperament  
Alert, vigilant, devoted and docile with his family. Re-
served and aloof with strangers. Highly territorial, serving 
as a responsive companion and natural guardian. Very vo-
cal, persistent. Easily trained. Faults--Shyness or domi-
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people. 

 

Disqualifications 
Gray and/or brindle. 
All white. 

nance toward people. 

 

Disqualifications 
Dogs less than 20 inches or more than 25 inches. 
Bitches less than 18 inches or more than 23 inches.  
Gray and/or brindle. 
All white. 

 

Approved: June 10, 1996 
Effective: August 12, 1997 

BSRC REPORT 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON PAGE 11 
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CDCA UPCOMING EVENTS 
It is never to early to start 

planning! 

April 22, 2011 
Iowa:   Regional Specialty Hosted 
by Midwest CD Club (more information on page 2) 
Contact Keith Shank (kshank01@msc.com) for more 
details . 

May 13-15 2011 
South Carolina All Breed Agility Trials 
(including Mixed Breeds) 

June 1-6, 2011 
Colorado  2011 National Specialty & 
Annual Meetings (more information in this issue)  
Contact Cathey Dunn, Catdunn@earthlink.net for more in-
formation. 

November 25-27, 2011 
South Carolina: All Breed Agility Trials 
(including Mixed Breeds) 

Call for proposals 
2013 national 
specialty & annual 
meetings 

The Board is currently seeking proposals for the 2013 An-
nual Meetings & National Specialty. If no viable & complete 
applications are received by the 2011 Annual Board Meeting, the 
Board will choose between our two fall-back locations: August in 
Atlanta or September in Upstate New York.  If you would rather 
see the Annual Meetings & National Specialty elsewhere, 
this is your time to speak up!  

Applications and information are available at cdca.org, or 
from any Board member. 

 If you have not yet renewed your dues for 2011, this will be 
your LAST KIBITZER!   

If you have any questions, want to verify that your dues 
were received, etc. please contact Membership Chair Amy 
Preston.  

Amy Preston, CDCA Membership Chair 
82 County Home Rd   Thompson CT 06277 

If you paid your dues via PayPal 
(cdca_treasurer@bellsouth.net), make sure you sent a copy 
of your PayPal receipt to the Membership Chair. 

Contact Amy at reliccanaans@yahoo.com or (860) 235-
5075 with any questions. 

Last chance to renew! 
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DISCUSSION & FACTS THAT RESULTED IN THE PRO-
POSED REVISIONS TO THE STANDARD:   

The CDCA Breed Standard Revision Committee met on 
June 16, 2010, and revised the four sub-topics in the cur-
rent AKC Canaan Dog Breed Standard that concern Gen-
eral Appearance, Proportion, Coat and Gait. The commit-
tee members present approved all four topics unanimously, 
and a statement from those not present was read aloud to 
the committee by the chair.  Among the additions and cor-
rections are the phrases: “the National dog of Israel;” 
“Square when measured from the point of the shoulder to 
the ischium and from the point of withers to the ground;” 
“Outer coat of medium length on body;” and “The charac-
teristic gait is a brisk and tireless trot.”  The committee’s 
task is to keep the basic tenets of breed type, and to bring 
the description of proportion into compliance with breed 
type.  The shape of the breed is square.  No other propor-
tion fits. 

All current Canaan Dog breed standards across the globe 
require a square profile.  All Canaan Dog breed standards 
in the past required a square shape. The BSRC restored 
square proportion to the AKC Breed Standard.  A few stan-
dards are quoted below: 

Temporary Standard of the “Canaan Dog” as writ-
ten by the Drs. Menzel in 1960 

“Shape:  Square.  Where length is slightly greater than 
height results from shorter leg-bones, not on length of back 
or coupling.” 

Author’s note – emphasis on Square.  Where off square, is due to shorter 
leg-bones. 

The F.C.I. Standard of the Israel Canaan Dog,  No-
vember 28, 1985  

“Body:  Square, withers well developed, back level, loins 
muscular, chest deep and of moderate breadth, ribs well 
sprung” 

CANAAN DOG - Official U.K.C. Breed Standard – 
Sighthounds & Pariah Dogs Group, Copyright 1992, 
United Kennel Club, Inc., Revised January 1, 1998. 

 “Body:  The Canaan Dog is a square dog. His height, 
measured from the withers to the ground, should equal his 
length of body, measured from point of shoulder to point 
of buttocks.” 

CANAAN DOG, AMERICAN STANDARD, Adopted 

May 5, 1973 

“Shape:  Square, well balanced” 

In conclusion, the majority of the Breed Standard Revi-
sion Committee voted to adopt square as stated below into 
our AKC Breed Standard: 

“Proportion--Square when measured from the point of the 
shoulder to the ischium and from the point of the withers 
to the ground.” 

Some will argue that a square Canaan Dog cannot move 
properly.  A square Canaan Dog with moderate angulation 
and correct quick and tireless trot WILL move correctly 
for our breed.  Does this mean that all excellent examples 
of our breed will be square – NO.  Does this mean that all 
square examples of our breed will be excellent – NO.  This 
does mean that breeders and judges will have a more cohe-
sive blueprint for our breed.  This also means that our stan-
dard here in the US will be more in line with the rest of the 
world.    We must remain true to the original requirements 
to maintain breed type. 

The proposed revised standard for the Canaan Dog has one, 
significant, flaw and that is in the description of proportion.  
Although it can be argued that the current standard descrip-
tion of proportion calls for an excessively long bodied dog, 
the proposed change takes that description to the other 
extreme by calling for a square body when measured from 
the point of the shoulder to the ischium and from the point 
of the withers to the ground. 

The first consideration in any breed standard should be the 
function for which the dog was created.  The Canaan Dog is 
a true natural dog, not a man-made creation.  In its native 
environment, as most wild dogs, it needed an efficient, 
ground-covering, endurance trot in its search for food, and 
to be capable of short bursts of speed and agility to catch its 
prey.  In other words, its function was to survive. 

There are several things that all experts on dog structure 
and movement agree upon, one of which is that for an effi-
cient, endurance trot.  In their description of “Efficient 
Endurance Trotters,” Gilbert and Brown wrote, “In the 
trot it is assumed that wild dogs… have a structure and 
style of trotting that is near perfection for sustained 
travel….  The length of body from forechest to rump is 10 
percent to 20 percent longer than the height of the dog at 
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the withers.”(1) 

There are many square breeds that move beautifully around 
the show ring at a trot.  However, these are not breeds that 
can sustain that gait over long distances.  A square body is 
an appropriate proportion for a dog designed for an endur-
ance gallop, such as an Afghan Hound.  And for some indi-
viduals a square dog is just more aesthetically pleasing. 

The fact that Dr. Menzel, in her 1961, Temporary Stan-
dard of the “Canaan Dog” wrote, “Shape:  Square,” should 
not lock us into that word today, as Dr. Menzel did not tell 
us from where she was measuring.  She did, however, go 
on to say, “Where length is slightly greater than height re-
sults from shorter legs rather than on length of back or cou-
pling” (2) indicating her observations included a range in 
proportion. 

It’s important to keep in mind that Dr. Menzel was not the 
“creator” of the breed.  Her studies were primarily of the 
dog’s behavior and characteristics, trainability and practical 
uses.  She presented no scientific studies of their structure 
or gait, only her observations. 

A more accurate description of proportion for the Canaan 
Dog would be “off-square,” the definition of which is the 
AKC’s official terminology is “Slightly longer when meas-
ured from point of shoulder to point of buttocks, than 
height at withers.” (3) 

To impose a rigid and artificial limitation on the structure 
of this natural breed, in conflict with the breed’s most im-
portant physical characteristic, its efficient, endurance, 
trot, would be a mistake.  We urge the membership to 
reject the proposed revised standard and send it back to 
committee to change proportion to off-square. 

(1)  Structure & Terminology, p 189, Edward M. Gilbert, Jr. 
& Thelma R. Brown 

(2) Pariahunde, p 60, Drs. R. and R. Menzel 

(3)  The Complete Dog Book 19th Edition Revised, Official Pub-
lication of the American Kennel Club, Glossary. 



2011 CDCA 
National Specialty 
& Annual Meetings 

Head West!  And join 
us June 2-6th in 

Longmont CO for the 

Schedule of Events (more details on following pages) 
Wednesday, 6/1/201,(tentatively starting 6PM): 

Hospitality Evening  
Thursday, 6/2/2011  

Board Meeting (8am) 
Annual General Meeting (2pm) 
Judges Seminar (7pm) 

Friday, 6/3/2011 (Morning): 
Obedience and Rally as part of All-Breed Trial 

Friday, 6/3/2011 (Afternoon, as entries allow, will aim to start after com-
pletion of Obedience & Rally): 

CDCA 2011 National Specialty (Puppy & Veteran Sweepstakes, Confor-
mation and Junior Showmanship) 

Saturday, 6/4/2011 
Day:  Supported entry at the Flatiron Kennel Club (FKC) show 
Evening:  Banquet & Auction, (Doors open at 6:30, Dinner 7:00) 

Sunday, 6/5/2011 
Supported entry at the Flatiron Kennel Club (FKC) show 

Monday, 6/6/2011 
Herding 

















2011 is just around the 
corner!  Plan your 
trophy donations 

NOW :-) 
It’s never to early to start sending in your trophy 

donations for the 2011 National Specialty in 
Colorado.  Trophies will all be hand made or painted 

with a Canaan Dog motif.  Curious??  Send your 
trophy donations for more details.  Checks and 

PayPal accepted.  Checks payable to CDCA, mailed 
to Chris Miller, Treasurer, 3220 Gees Mill Road, 

Conyers, GA  30013.  PayPal to 
cdca_treasurer@bellsouth.net. 

Questions to cdca_treasurer@bellsouth.net. 

No donation is too small or too large!  All donations 
will be acknowledged in the catalog and live on in 

the hearts of the CDCA forever. 
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2011 
January: The board approved upgraded member-
ships for: 
Sally Carlson, 33728 Spirit Trail, Potomac MT 
59823, endorsed by Annette Israel and Julie Haddy,. 

April Lee, PO Box 109, Coinjock NC  27923, en-
dorsed by Risa Baumrind and Lee Boyd. 

The board also approved a new membership for 
Brian Still, 81 County Home Road, Thompson 
CT  06277, endorsed by Pamela Rosman. This is an 
addition to an existing membership. 

Sidebar 
Members may have noticed that there have been no published 
minutes from the 2010 general membership meeting. That’s 
because I lost them. I was unable to attend the membership 
meeting and asked another board member to take those min-
utes. She did, and she passed them along to me, and I mis-
placed them.  

Members can glean much of the content of the meeting from 
the board minutes published in the last Kibitzer, but if there 
was any additional information brought before the club at that 
time, it has not been archived. 

With apologies, 
Norma Bennett Woolf, CDCA Recording Secretary 

Board activity has been quiet since the annual meeting last 
June with few motions and several new and upgraded 
memberships approved. 

2010 
September: The board approved Carol J. O'Bryan, 
1484  Bloomfield Road, Sebastopol, CA 95472, for the 
club’s Meet and Greet list of members who are willing to 
meet prospective Canaan Dog owners. 

The board also approved the membership application of 
Elizabeth Miller, 3015 Kisdon Hill Drive, Waukesha WI 
53188. Donna Davison endorsed her application. 

October: The board approved a new membership applica-
tion from David Pohl, 4740 Sawmill Road. Donna Dodson 
endorsed his application. 

The board approved a letter to the AKC Board of Directors 
in response to a request from the Dalmatian Club of Amer-
ica. DCA requested parent clubs to support its desire to bar 
from registration dogs traced to a back-cross with a Pointer 
in 1973. The claim has been made that these dogs are free 
of the uric acid stones that affect the breed, but DCA is 
leery about the research. The CDCA letter focused on the 
chaos that would ensue if AKC approved dogs for registra-
tion over the objections of the parent club. 

November: The board approved the membership applica-
tion of Marilyn Hansel, 875 Hyak Way, Fox Is-
land, WA  98333. Sally Armstrong endorsed her applica-
tion. 

December: The board appointed a nominating committee 
for the 2011 board election in August. Members of the 
committee are Renee Kent, chairman and east area repre-
sentative; Cathi Oskow, Midwest representative, and Risa 
Baumrind, west area representative. Alternates are Robin 
Prince (west), Denise Gordon (Midwest), and Amy Pre-
ston (east). 

The board approved membership applications for: 
Stephen O'Bryan, 1484 Bloomfield Rd, Sebastapol 
CA  95472, an addition to Carole O’Bryan’s membership. 
Sally Armstrong endorsed his application. 

Richard Vulliet, 3135 Chesapeake Bay, Davis CA  95616. 
Amy Preston endorsed his membership. 

 
 

Secretary’s report, February 2011 
NORMA BENNETT WOOLF, CDCA RECORDING SECRETARY 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
(New members since Fall 2010 issue) 

November 
Marilyn Hansen 

: 
December  

Richard Vulliet  
Stephen O'Bryan  

January 
Brian Still 

and also in January, 
members who have now achieved full membership:  

Sally Carlson 
William & Lana Chisler 

April Lee  
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The December 6-7, 2010 Delegates’ meeting was held in 
Long Beach, California in conjunction with the AKC/
Eukanuba Invitational.  Once again, the Meet the Breeds 
booths were a big hit with public.   Next year, the Invita-
tional will move to Florida. 

Many new AKC programs and services were introduced in 
2010. AKC Canine Partners was launched and 600 mixed 
breed dogs have achieved 1200 titles.  2010 brought some 
new titles such as the Beginner Novice title.  The Grand 
Championship program began in May, and in the first six 
months, there has been a 9.6% increase in Best of Breed 
entries.  So far, 3,420 dogs have earned Grand Champion-
ships.  There is a new Grand Champion Ranking system for 
the top 25 dogs in each breed.   At the Committee meetings, 
it was announced that more variations on Grand Champion 
rankings are likely in the near future.  They may include the 
Top 25 for each year, Lifetime Rankings and the Top 10 in 
each state. 

From January to October, there were 19,321 conformation 
titles, 8,618 performance titles, and 51,062 companion 
events titles.  In 2010, approximately 40,000 dogs received 
their CGC, and 12,000 completed the STAR puppy pro-
gram.  The Breeder of Merit program has been well received 
with 1,000 breeders participating. 

 Once again, AKC’s financial position continues to raise con-
cerns.  In the first ten months of 2010, AKC total revenues 
were 6% lower than the prior year. Registration revenue 
continues to fall.  Total operating expenses were 2% 
lower.  This resulted in a  $1 million operating defi-
cit.  Investments did post a gain, though less than last year. 

There was a presentation on the AKC Political Action Com-
mittee (PAC). The PAC works at the state and federal level 
to help elect dog-friendly candidates.  Every dollar given to 
the PAC can help.  Unfortunately, in 2010, the PAC was 
only able to raise $11,000. (By comparison, HSUS raised 25 
times as much. Whereas HSUS gave gifts to support around 
250 people, the AKC PAC was able to lend support to 
around 48.) 85% of candidates supported by the AKC PAC 
were successful in November.   For more information on 
how to contribute to the PAC see: http://www.akc.org/
canine_legislation/legislation_donations.cfm 

Junior Showmanship was discussed at length in the Commit-
tee meetings.  Clubs are encouraged to invite juniors join 
their club.  Clubs might consider reducing entrance fees, 
using undivided classes, and hiring juniors only 
judges.   There has been an issue with certain superinten-

AKC Delegate’s report 
PAMELA ROSMAN, CDCA’S DELEGATE 

dants charging up to a full entry fee for a juniors to substitute 
a dog; a member of the Parent Club Committee will be con-
tacting these superintendants to see if the policy can be 
changed. 

 AKC continues to look for “enhancements” to shows. A 4-6 
month puppy class will be being tested at select shows.  Also 
being considered is an owner-handler competition, Reserve 
Best in Show, and expanding the number of group place-
ments.  Creating a “Masters Class” for Junior Showmanship is 
also being discussed.  This class is envisioned to be for Juniors 
who have had a certain number of wins in a given year. 

 As you may have heard, there has been a change in AKC pol-
icy so that judges may now solicit assignments.  

 The AKC Lifetime Achievement Awards recognized Walter 
Goodman for Conformation, James Ham for Companion 
Events, and JoAnn Frier-Murza for Performance Events. 

 A few items are on the agenda for a vote at the March meet-
ing.  One amendment updates the requirements for show 
veterinarians.  It also addresses on-call veterinarians, and re-
quires clubs to inform them of their duties.   Another second 
amendment to be voted on would create a common deadline 
for a show application and judges panel in order to reduce 
confusion. 

 The March meeting will include the AKC Board elec-
tions.  Those running for the Board include: Robert Amen, 
Steve Gladstone, Kenneth Marden, Carmen Battaglia, Karen 
Burgess and Dan Smyth.   You can read their statements, and 
the complete Meeting Minutes at http://www.akc.org/
pdfs/about/delegates_meeting/dec10.pdf . 

2010 AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship 
LONG BEACH, CA — BREED RESULTS 
JUDGE: MRS. ROBERTA C. DAVIES 

Ch Tahoe’s Sirius Black N White 

Ch River Rock Light My Way  – Best Bred By Exhibitor/Judge’s 
Award Of Merit 

Ch Pleasant Hill Magnum Of Samara – Best of Breed 

Ch River Rock Take Me Higher – Best of Opposite Sex 

Congratulations to all! 
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Agile Canaans 
BY ALAN GERSMAN 

Minnie and I flew to Long Beach, CA to attend the 2010 
AKC Agility Invitational, December 3-5 to represent the 
Canaan Dog breed in agility.  This agility event is held simul-
taneously with the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship 
(Conformation) and the AKC Obe-
dience Invitational.  

There were 2 agility rings located 
behind and close by the conforma-
tion rings providing large noisy 
crowds many of whom were not 
familiar with agility.  While I'm not 
an expert on Conformation I noticed 
Conformation folks cheer during the 
judging.  In agility enthusiastic agility 
fans cheer after a run knowing it's 
critical during the run for the han-
dler to vocally communicate with 
the dog and loud cheering makes that difficult if not impossi-
ble.  

Friday was a practice day where we had 
approximately 30-60 seconds of ring time 
to familiarize ourselves with the footing, 
noise and crowds.   

Saturday and Sunday each dog/handler 
team had 2 qualifying runs per day. A 
qualifying run averaged 30-40 seconds, 18-20 obstacles cov-
ering approximately 160 - 180 yards.  Any fault, such as, 
knocking a bar off a jump, taking the 
wrong obstacle, or completing an obsta-
cle in an unsafe manner would eliminate 
that team from any chance to participate 
in the finals.   

Minnie was perfect for all 4 runs and 
finished 15th overall in the 20" class (88 
dogs competing) barely missing the final 
round.  In the final round the qualifiers, 
which were limited to the top 10, are 
selected by how well and how fast they 
ran the 4 qualifying rounds.  

AKC agility courses are always challeng-
ing, lots of turns and many potential 
wrong obstacles in your path.   

At any agility trial the courses are always different, that is to 

say, the dog has never seen 
the course prior to running.  
Each handler has 8 minutes 
to "walk", that is, familiar-
ize themselves with the 
course and decide the most 
advantageous way they and 
their dog should run the 

course. The obstacles are numbered 
and each team must run the course 
in number order.  

The most optimal way to handle a 
course depends on the speed and 
tendencies of the dog and naturally 
the disabilities of the handlers. For 
example; some handlers move faster 
then others, some dogs prefer to 
turn right rather then left and visa 
versa. Then there are dogs that pre-

fer for the handler to be behind, along side or in front.  When 
there is a change in direction should the handler cross 

behind or in front of the dog. These and 
many other decisions are made by the han-
dler during the 8 minute "walk." 

I was extremely proud of Minnie that in 
spite of all the distractions, noise and 
crowds Minnie focused totally on the job 
she was doing in the ring.  In addition, out-

side the ring Minnie and I had a wonderful experience greet-
ing people at the Canaan Dog "Meet the 
Breed" booth.  

All in all Minnie and I had a fantastic week-
end and we are already looking forward to 
the AKC/Eukanuba, in Orlando, Fl, in 
2011. 

Next major agility event for Minnie and me 
is April 2 & 3, 2011, in Lexington, VA for 
the AKC Nationals. 

A video of one of Minnie’s runs from the 
AKC Agility Invitational may be found at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qYXm-HZdnko 
Editor Note:  Photos of Minnie at the 2010 

AKC Agility Invitational courtesy and © Great Dane Photos. 

“Minnie was perfect for all 4 runs 

and finished 15th overall in the 

20" class”  



Dog & Member of the 
year NOMINATIONS 

It’s time for the 2010 Member Of The Year (MOTY) 
and Dog Of The Year (DOTY) nominations. 

Please send your nomination of less than 350 words ex-
plaining why that person or Canaan should be honored for 
their contributions to the breed or club. A photo of the 
nominee either in hard copy print or electronic format 
(preferably JPEG) should be included with the nomination. 
All hardcopy photos will be returned. Nominations should 
be mailed or emailed to Denise Gordon no later than 
April 6th. If there is more than one candidate for either 
DOTY or MOTY, ballots will be mailed no later than April 
15th with the due date of May 6th. Otherwise, a single nomi-
nation in either category by the deadline will be declared the 
winner.  Winners will be announced at the 2011 National 
Specialty awards banquet on Saturday, June 4th, in Long-
mont, Colorado. 

For further information, contact: 
Denise Gordon, Awards Chair 
2614 Gracewood Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45239 
Phone: 513-741-1832 
Email: desertstarcanaans@yahoo.com 

THE CANAAN KIBITZER 

Nominating Committee 
for the 2011 CDCA 
Elections 

As per our Constitution and By-Laws, the Board has ap-
pointed the following to the Nominating Committee for the 
2011 CDCA Elections. 

Chair/East Representative:  Renee Kent 
Midwest:  Cathi Oskow  
West:  Risa Baumrind 

Alternates: 
West:  Robin Prince 
Midwest:  Denise Gordon 
East:  Amy Preston  

 

This year will bring us some new faces for the Board of Direc-
tors of our club. I have been asked chair the nominating com-
mittee, so I am looking for fresh faces and new ideas for said 
BOD. 

If anyone out there is interested in serving the club, having a 
voice, participating in lively discussions and helping to lead 
the club into the future, please contact me privately and let 
me know you are interested. 

The committee …  will be gathering names and discussing 
nominations for the ballot for the remainder of the winter. So 
please think about it and let us know if you want to be consid-
ered for one of these important positions. 

Thank you! 
Renee Kent 
Renegadecd@cox.net or phone:  (401) 213-6193  
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News from the Web 
MB-F (Dog Show Superintendents) have announced they 
will “no longer charge a second fee for a Junior to substitute 
a dog. The only case where an additional fee amount would 
be charged is if the original dog entered in Juniors was en-
tered at a reduced Junior Additional entry fee and the substi-
tuted dog is not entered in the show. In this case we will 
charge the difference in the fees for Junior Only and Junior 
Additional. This will prevent a "loophole" for avoiding Junior 
Only fees - similar to our policy for Puppy Class dogs switch-
ing to Open. 

We will need to phase this policy in and will be changing the 
premium list language will [beginning] to appear with premi-
ums this spring. The policy will be effective at the point when 
all premium lists out are up to date with the new language - 
May 1 [2011] ... is the [target] date.” 

Other superintendents are expected to join MB-F and will be 
offering the same policy.  Watch your premiums for more 
information—and encourage Juniors to show their Canaan 
Dogs! 

News from the AKC 
In December, the American Kennel Club and The Hartford 
Financial Services Group, Inc. announced a program that of-
fers auto and home insurance to American Kennel Club dog 
owners. In recognition of the importance of responsible dog 
ownership, The Hartford is now the exclusive insurance spon-
sor of the AKC Canine Good Citizen (CGC®) and S.T.A.R. 
Puppy programs. 

The Hartford will offer the program to owners of all AKC regis-
tered dogs. Owners with breeds historically ineligible for cover-
age may be eligible if they meet specific conditions demon-
strating obedience and responsible ownership. This includes 
passing the 10-step AKC CGC test.  More information avail-
able at www.AKC.org  
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CDCA Agility Trials—Fall 2010 
REPORT BY:  DAN HADDY 

Hi boys and girls!  Well, we just had our third all-breed agil-
ity trial down here in Pendleton, South Carolina back on 
Thanksgiving weekend, 2010.  It was a huge success!  We 
were almost 70 percent full for the whole weekend and 
close to 85 percent full on Saturday, alone.  Word of mouth 
continues to spread, and people are starting to make us a 
destination stop on their agility calendars. 

The weekend started really on Wednesday as me and a few 
others got started on set-up.  Our judges for the weekend 
were Pam Cummings of Florida and Dan Faulkner of Ten-
nessee.  We received very high praise for our judge’s selec-
tion, as many competitors expressed to me and Julie their 
happiness with the judges we picked.  On Thanksgiving 
Thursday, we started what we hope will be a future tradition 
at our trial.  As many competitors were in town, Mike and 
Jan Padgett opened up their house to us so we all could en-
joy a hearty meal and companionship with our dog people 
“family”. 

Friday arrives and so does a small burp in the proceedings.  
Our VMO doesn’t bring her measuring wicket, and so the 
trial is without an “official” measuring device.  We make do 
Friday with a tape measure and a stick which is good enough 
for that day’s measurements.  I scramble around all day and 
night on the phone trying to find a replacement wicket.  But 
with it being Thanksgiving weekend, there is nobody home.  
I finally find one 4 hours away, but decide that is too far to 
drive after a trial day. 

I did enter this situation on my report to AKC.  After ex-
plaining the situation to Carrie DeYoung, head of AKC agil-
ity, and telling her that we will rectify the situation, no bad 
things came from it.  For the sake of our future trials (and 
my sanity)  the CDCA is now the proud owner of an official 
AKC measuring wicket so we will never have to go through 
this situation again!  It even has a nifty carrying case.  A five 
dollar suitcase from a consignment shop!  Thanks to Nancy 
Davis, judge and trial chair for the Western Carolina Dog 
Fanciers Association (WCDFA), on her resourcefulness in 
creating a very efficient case for us. 

The rest of Friday and Saturday go off with out a problem.  
Standard, Jumpers with Weaves (JWW) and Fifteen and 
Send Time (FAST) classes were offered on both days for all 
levels.  At the end of Saturday, we offered a demo of a new 
AKC class called Time to Beat (T2B).  This is a very fast and 
exciting class where the courses are not quite as technical as 
others.  You must be clean to qualify and earn points de-

pending on how fast you run the course.  The fastest dog sets 
the “time to beat” and is awarded 10 points.  After that, if you 
are within 10% of that time you earn 9 points, 20% - 8points, 
etc.  To earn the T2B title you must earn 15 qualifying scores 
and 100 points.  This will be a titling class beginning this year 
on July 1st.  Check out the AKC website for more details. 

On Sunday we only offer the standard and jumpers class to 
allow extra time for people to get home.  I am proud to say 
that with the help of club members and the local competitors 
we got the rings broken down and packed up in record time!  
The people that run the facility are continually amazed at how 
well we run the trial and jokingly suggest that we should 
teach some of their other clients on how to do their shows.  I 
would also like to add that we were able to make a nice re-
turn on this trial that I hope in the future will only get better. 

The following teams earned the Lada L qualifier spots: 

Friday 11/26/10 
Excellent – Kiz and Deanna Gamel 
Open – Santee and Christina Stoner 

Saturday 11/27/10 
Excellent – Smitten and Melanie Miller 
Open – Santee and Christina Stoner 
Novice – Charlie and Deborah Griffith 

Sunday 11/28/10 
Excellent – Kona and Mike Padgett 

We had a lot of MACH earners at the trial this time.  Six 
teams earned MACH with three of them being First Timers!  
All MACH earners receive a big ribbon, a certificate and a 
decorated jump bar that all their friends get to sign.  A 
MACH is no small feat as it takes many trials and a lot of 
training to earn.  The following teams earned MACH at our 
trial: 

Indie and Chandra Carver – MACH 
Circus and Mary Kay Keenan – MACH 5 
Ditto and Meryl Sheard – MACH 
Echo and Chris Danielly – MACH 
Chanel and Tina Eastman – MACH 4 
Quiz and Carol Benton – MACH 2 

One little drawback I see is that we don’t have a lot of repre-
sentation of the breed at the trial.  Only my dog, Orela, was a 
participant at this show.  I know that we as a club are pretty 
spread out across the country and that there are not a lot of us 
running agility.  But I would like to encourage you all to  



Agility Trial - Fall 2010—continued from page 22 

come to our next trial which will be on May 13 – 15, 
2011!  Our judges will be Jim and Judy Smotrell of Vir-
ginia.  We will be offering all levels of standard and jump-
ers all three days.  Plus FAST on Friday and Saturday.  
Also, one more demo of Time to Beat to get everybody 
prepared for the class when it begins in a couple of months.  
Come join us! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Haddy 
2009-2011 Trial Chair 
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Follow the CDCA 

on Facebook! 
Search for: 
Canaan Dog Club of 
America 

and 

Canaan Dog Club 
of America Agility Trials 

www.cdca.org  

For up to the minute information on the 
National Specialty and other CDCA events 

What do the above three have in 
common?  At the 2011 CDCA Na-
tional Specialty and Annual Meet-
ings, the CDCA will be donating Pet 
Oxygen Masks to the Longmont 
(CO) Fire Department.   
As suggested by members Carrie & 

Ken Cabrera (see article in the Fall 2010 newsletter), the 
CDCA will aim to make a similar donation to a Fire Depart-
ment in each location of our Nationals.  This will be our first 
year making this donation.  A special raffle will be held at 
the June National Specialty to fund the cost of the masks.  If 
funds allow, we hope to donate multiple sets—one for each 
of the Department’s trucks.   
If you would like to help contribute to this effort, or get in 
on the raffle, and won’t be attending the National Specialty, 
please contact Carrie directly:  (520) 762-0043 or email 
koltuvcanaandogs@yahoo.com 
 

Pet Oxygen Masks, the 
CDCA & the Longmont 
(CO) Fire Department  

2008 CDCA National Specialty  
Commemorative Booklet  

“A wonderful, full color booklet was produced for 
the 2008 Specialty. It contained a number of infor-
mative and entertaining articles and many beautiful 
pictures of Canaan Dogs, past and present.  If there 
is enough demand, a 2nd printing will be ar-
ranged.” 

If you missed it the first time around, or just want 
extra copies, please contact Risa Baumrind at 
risa@InnoSys.com or phone (707) 483-4185 
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Legislative report—Winter 2011 
REPORT BY:  NORMA BENNETT WOOLF AND JOAN CAPAIU GREENE 

State legislative sessions are barely underway, so there’s not 
much detail about bills to report. However, several bills 
affecting dog ownership and breeding have been introduced. 
Many of these laws limit breeders to a particular number of 
dogs, limit the number of times a female can be bred, and 
include specific provisions about exercise, size of primary 
enclosure, and veterinary care. 

Most notorious is the narrowly approved new law in Mis-
souri backed by the Humane Society of the US and an in-
state affiliated group. HSUS donated more than two million 
dollars towards passage of the law and is actively trying to 
prevent amendments or repeal that are proposed by law-
makers. 

Missouri has had a kennel licensing law since 1992. Some 
sections of the new law are incompatible with the original 
law and some sections are more lenient.  For example, the 
Missouri Animal Care Facilities Act covers all breeders with 
more than three females and the new law covers breeders 
with more than 10 intact females more than six months old 
and caps the number of dogs allowed at 50. The ACFA re-
quires kennels to have a detailed veterinary plan to cover 
health care; the HSUS-backed law mandates “prompt treat-
ment of any illness or injury by a licensed veterinarian …” 

The Missouri Senate is considering a bill that would drop the 
number cap and several lawmakers are proposing changes or 
outright repeal. AKC supports the bill that would repeal 
number limits. 

Ohio lawmakers are once again considering a bill to elimi-
nate breed-specific language from the state’s vicious dog 
law. Second (proponent) hearing for HB 14 is February 9. 
AKC supports the bill and Ohio Valley Dog Owners Inc. 

Ohio dog breeders are also waiting for the other shoe to 
drop. A bill defining a commercial breeder as one with more 
than five dogs “used for breeding” or who sells, leases, or 
trades or offers to sell, lease, or trade a single dog or adver-
tises dogs for sale could be introduced any day. Known as 
McKenzie’s Law, the bill failed to gain a hearing in the last 
legislative session, but proponents have been busy promot-
ing it throughout the state. 

Nebraska already has a commercial breeder licensing law 
but lawmakers are considering LB 427, a bill that would 
extend the law to cover everyone with four intact dogs of 
any age and impose strict standards for confinement, veteri-
nary care, and breeding practices. This bill includes oppor-
tunities for breeders to attain a designation as outstanding if 

they meet even stricter requirements. Committee hearing 
was set for February 8. 

West Virginia law makers are considering HB 2015, a bill 
that limits breeders to 50 dogs over the age of one year, al-
lows only 30 days to dispose of dogs above that limit, and 
restricts breeding to dogs between 18 months and eight years 
of age. As with Missouri and Nebraska, this bill tightens cur-
rent law that deals with conditions in breeding kennels by 
imposing stricter engineering standards on breeding kennels. 

Virginia lawmakers are considering HB 2195, a bill to out-
law bark-softening, a procedure mislabeled as “debarking” by 
activists who claim the practice is cruel. HB 2195 includes 
felony penalties for owners and veterinarians if the procedure 
is performed without clear medical justification. The bill was 
referred to committee on January 12 but had not been sched-
uled for hearing as of February 3. 

Canaan Dog breeders and owners are spread thinly across the 
US with pockets in the Midwest, west, and east coast, so 
these bills and the others that have passed in recent years may 
not affect us at all or may carry only minor consequences. 
However, unless we stand up for other dog owners and 
breeders NOW, we’ll find ourselves behind the eight-ball 
later.  We urge Canaan Dog owners and breeders to join 
their state dog club or animal owner federations to increase 
opportunities to fight these bad laws. 

We also need to be on the lookout for a new flurry of danger-
ous dog laws that define a dog as dangerous or vicious for 
natural traits such as prey drive or territorial behavior. These 
bills are generally written with good intent but poor under-
standing of dog behavior. They may be local or statewide. 
Kennel and training clubs are good resources when such bills 
pop up. 

HSUS et al have tremendous financial resources and a broad 
base of support from lawmakers gained by lobbying in Wash-
ington and state capitols for the past decade and more. We 
have AKC and the National Animal Interest Alliance on a 
national level and state federations and local kennel and train-
ing clubs at the local level. When a law affecting dogs comes 
up in your area, go to the AKC legislative department at 
http://www.akc.org/canine_legislation/ for options or con-
tact NAIA at naia@involved.com. 

A final thought: Groups like HSUS and its affiliates attack 
animal ownership and use on many levels, so watch for cam-
paigns affecting private ownership, propagation, and use of all 



PAGE 28 THE CANAAN KIBITZER 

species. Ohio animal owners have felt the sting: Last June, 
our now ex-governor brokered a deal with HSUS that put 
livestock farmers, dog breeders, exotic animal owners, and 
owners and breeders of exotic chickens in the crosshairs and 
could lead to HSUS-approved regulations for all animals that 
aren’t banned from the state. 

 

Breaking News from California 

California AB258 was introduced [in early February] by As-
sembly member Curt Hagman. "Molly's Bill" would allow 
an exemption to the state mandated rabies vaccinations for 
dogs whose life would be endangered due to disease or other 
considerations if the vaccine is administered. There are cur-
rently five co-sponsors of the bill in the Assembly. 

The Rabies Challenge Fund is a major proponent of the 
bill ... as is the HSUS-subsumed group, HSVMA (formerly 
known as AVAR).  
 
When I [Joan] talked with the Assembly member's staff this 
afternoon I was told the bill is essentially the same as last 
year's version. It should be published online by Monday, but 
the text is not available as of this moment.  [This bill will be 
one to watch in the upcoming session.] 

News From AKC 
2011 Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes  

Eukanuba Dog Foods proudly announces the Eukanuba 
Breeder's Stakes. The Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes is an 
event designed to honor a group of unsung heroes - the pure-
bred dog breeder.  Breeders are the backbone of the sport, 
dedicating their lives to planning and producing generation 
upon generation of the finest and healthiest representatives 
of their breed. 
The Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes is an event designed to 
celebrate these noble efforts.   This special competition is 
designed to evaluate an overall breeding program rather than 
the traditional approach of evaluating a single specimen. Re-
spected expert judges will evaluate the breeder's ability to 
consistently produce superior dogs of uniform type, health, 
and conformation - consistent with the breeder's mission of 
improving their chosen breed. 

Each breeder will exhibit 3 dogs from at least 2 litters chosen 
from their breeding program. The 1st exhibitor must be 
breeder of record on all 3 dogs, and all 3 dogs must be over 
six months old. Breeders will be able to enter on the day of 
the show. 

The Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes will be held at prominent 
North American shows between January and November.  The 
first installment will take place in conjunction with the Rose 
City Classic in Portland , Oregon on January 22, 2011. 

Each breeder will receive a gift for participating, and 4 places 
in each group will be awarded.  Prizes for group placements 
are:  1st - $250.00 and 40 lbs of Eukanuba Dog Food, 2nd-
4th - $100.00 and 40 lbs of Eukanuba Dog Food.  The Group 
winners will compete for Best In Stakes, which earns an addi-
tional $500.00 plus a trip to the December 2011 AKC/
Eukanuba National Championship in Orlando , Florida . The 
Best In Stakes winners of each regional competition will then 
compete at the AKC Eukanuba National Championship in 
December, 2011 for the final Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes 
Champion. This will be an exciting win for this well deserving 
breeder as they earn the right to compete in the 2011 Eu-
kanuba World Challenge. 

For more information about the Eukanuba Breeder's Stakes, 
please email Vicki Seiler at seiler.va@pg. com or follow us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/aenc<http://
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Word Search 

Editor’s Note:  There are 83 words deliberately hidden in this word search.  All can either be found in this issue or 
have a connection to items in this issue (example:  Mountain—as our National will be in the mountains of Colorado 
this summer).  A $10 credit towards an ad will be given to the first print edition and first e-Kib edi-
tion  subscribers who send me all 83 words.  If not all words are found by any entry, the next most complete 
list will decide the winner.  Have fun—and good luck!      Puzzle made at www.puzzle-maker.com 
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New titles – October - December 2010  
COMPILED BY DENISE GORDON 

AKC CHAMPION 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

CH. Rashit Beit Alpha Me Shaar Hagai, CD, RE  Victor Kaftal    10/17/10 

CH. Celey Ron's Liba Kosemet    Carole Grider    12/4/2010 

AKC GRAND CHAMPION 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

GCH CH. Rosendog's He Who Must Be Named  Judy Rosenthal & Amanda Pough  10/3/2010 

GCH CH. Blue Sky Desertstar Orion The Hunter  Norma Bennett Woolf &   11/20/2010 

       Denise Gordon 

AKC RALLY NOVICE 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

GCH CH. Rosendog's He Who Must Be Named, RN  Judy Rosenthal & Amanda Pough  11/28/2010 

AKC RALLY ADVANCED 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

Jealou Ascend's Jet To The Top, RA   Laura Alton    11/12/2010 

CH. Pleasant Hill D'Artagnon Of Blue Sky, RA  Donna Dodson &     12/3/2010 

       Norma Bennett Woolf 

AKC RALLY EXCELLENT 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

Kol Tuv Jochebed, RE     Carrie & Ken Cabrera   11/6/2010 

Desert Star's Midnight Comet, RE    Denise Gordon    12/3/2010 

Anak Adom Me Beit Alpha, CD, RE   Victor Kaftal    12/5/2010 

AKC TRACKING DOG 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

Libi Metuka Me Shaar Hagai, RE, TD   Sally Carlson    10/17/2010 

AKC NOVICE AGILITY 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

Orela Me Shaar Hagai, RN, NA    Julie & Daniel Haddy   11/20/2010 

AKC NOVICE AGILITY JUMPERS 

Dog’s Registered Name     Owner(s)    Date Titled 

Orela Me Shaar Hagai, RN, NA, NAJ   Julie & Daniel Haddy   11/20/2010 
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OFA Test Results November 2010-January 2011 
Registered Name Registration 

Number sex OFA Test Number OFA Test OFA Re-
sults 

HAARETZ ALPHA REVA DN25928103 F CA-302 CERF 10 

ROSENDOG'S HE WHO 
MUST BE NAMED, GCH, 
CH, RN 

DN02946302 M CA-DM19/92M-VPI DEGENERATIVE 
MYELOPATHY NORMAL 

REGISTERED NAME IN BOLD ITALICS INDICATES A DOG HAVING A CHIC DESIGNATION 

Available From the CDCA 
SUBMITTED BY SALLY ARMSTRONG 

• The Breeders Guide was developed as a guideline "for the preparation, breeding and follow-up care of the Canaan Dog dam, 
sire and puppies." Its information is an invaluable primer for the first time breeder as well as a refresher for the occasional 
breeder. It highlights everything from necessary health tests for the sire and dam, breeding procedures, care of the pregnant 
bitch, whelping, raising pups, placing puppies, contract example and much more. This Breeders Guide is $12.00 plus $1.00 
s&h.  

• The Breeders Reference Guide contains photographs of, and invaluable information on, most of the foundation dogs found in 
Canaan Dog pedigrees. It originally sold for $50.00, but has been reduced to $30.00 plus $3.00 s&h.  

To purchase the following items, send your request along with a check made payable to the CDCA to CDCA Breeder Referral 
Chair, 2300 Crossover Rd., Reno, NV 89510-9354. 

 
 



Canaan Dog Club of America (CDCA) 
www.cdca.org 

Officers & Directors 

President  Amanda Pough 
   bandersnatchbtcd@yahoo.com 
Vice President  Julie Haddy 
   pawslover@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary Norma Bennett Woolf 
   editor@canismajor.com 
Corresponding Secretary Annette Israel 
   eastlandcanaans@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Christina Miller 
   Cdca_treasurer@bellsouth.net 
Director East  Renee’ Kent 
   renegadecd@cox.net 
Director West  Joan Capaiu Greene 
   farsight.canaani@gmail.com 
Director Central Rosette Sargent 
   rxut515@sbcglobal.net 
Director  Donna Davison 
   canaandog97@yahoo.com 
Chairs 

Agility   Dan & Julie Haddy 

AKC Delegate  Pamela Stacey Rosman 

AKC Gazette  Denise Gordon 

Awards   Denise Gordon 

Breeder Referral Sally Armstrong 

Health   Donna Davison & Amy Preston 

Herding   Denise Gordon 
Judges Education Christina Miller 

Legislation  N B Woolf &  J C Greene 
Marketing/PR  B Comsky, M Harrington 
    & P Rosman 

Membership  Amy Preston 
Standard Revisit  Annette Israel 

Versatility  YOUR NAME HERE 

Ways & Means  Julie Haddy 

Web   John Relph & J C Greene 
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the 
views of the CDCA.  This newsletter is an open forum and all 
comments and contributions are welcome, but subject to the 
editor’s discretion.  Content that is deemed inappropriate or 
libelous by the editor will not be published. 
Any veterinary advice distributed in this newsletter should al-
ways be discussed with your veterinarian prior to implementa-
tion.  The intent of this newsletter is to be informative and be-
comes a historical document that reflects the breed and the 
CDCA. 

The Canaan Kibitzer 
Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Canaan Dog Club of America 

Editor:  Amanda Pough  

Contributing Writers & Advertisers: AKC, Sally Armstrong, 
Risa Baumrind, Carrie Cabrera, Bryna Comsky, Cathey Dunn, Alan Gers-
man, Denise Gordon, Joan Capaiu Green, Dan Haddy, Michelle Harrington, 
Cheryl Hennings, Annette Israel, Ginny Landis, Chris Miller, Amanda Pough, 
Amy Preston, Pamela Stacey Rosman and Norma Bennett Woolf 

Publishing Dates:  February 15, May 15, August 15, No-
vember 15 

Content & Advertising Deadlines:  February 1, May1, 
August 1, November 1 

Reprint Policy: 

Please credit The Canaan Kibitzer and an original source by-line (if any).  Send 
a copy of the reprint to Amanda Pough, 132 Genung Circle, Ithaca NY 14850 

Submission Guidelines: 

Show reports:  Please keep all-breed show reports to one 
page; or less if you are including photographs. 

Special events:  Specialties or supported entry shows, will be 
allotted more space and handled on a case by case basis.  If you 
would like to cover a special event, please inform the Editor in 
advance. 

Photos:  Always welcome, even without an article.  High 
resolution digital photos are preferred. 

Ads:  Printed as-is, so please proof them carefully. 

Rates:  All ads should be in electronic format.  Photos must be 
300dpi or greater. 

 Front Cover  US$50.00 
  Rear Cover  US$40.00 
  Full Page  US$30.00 
  Half Page  US$15.00 
  Quarter Page  US$7.50 
  “Brag Box” (no photo) FREE 

All ads must be paid in advance.  Make checks/money orders 
payable to CDCA.  Send fees to Christina Miller, CDCA Treas-
urer, 3220 Gees Mill Road, Conyers, GA  30013.  Email crea-
tive to bandersnatchbtcd@yahoo.com 

Submissions are due midnight 2/1, 5/1, 8/1, 11/1.  Special 
exceptions may be arranged as needed.  Submissions that are 
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Could YOU be an AKC Breeder Of Merit? 
 
 

 

 

 
 

From AKC’s website:  The Breeder of Merit Program honors breeder/exhibitors' dedica-
tion and hard work as they continue to produce dogs that are healthy, capable, and beauti-
ful.  The foundation of today's AKC, Breeders of Merit have the power to influence, 
guide, and teach future breeders, exhibitors, and all purebred dog owners.  
 

AKC Breeder of Merit 
Requirements 

♦ Has a history of at least 5 years involvement with AKC events. 

♦ Earned at least 4 Conformation, Performance or Companion event titles on dogs they bred/co-bred. 

♦ Member of an AKC club. 

♦ Certifies that applicable health screens are performed on your breeding stock as recommended by the Parent Club. 

♦ Demonstrates a commitment to ensuring 100% of the puppies produced are AKC registered. 
 

Benefits 

♦ Breeder of Merit registration applications and registration certificates featuring a special designation 

♦ Complimentary access to online reports 

♦ Access to the AKC Direct toll free number 

♦ Online record support 

♦ A certificate of distinction 

♦ Breed-specific web banners that participants can use to proudly promote their involvement in the Program 

♦ Acknowledgement in the AKC Gazette and on AKC.org 

♦ Lapel pin 

♦ And more! 

 

According to a quick check of the AKC Breeder Of Merit listings, to date, 
only two CDCA Members have been recognized as Breeders of Merit.   

Congratulations to Christina Miller (River Rock) and Amanda Pough (Bandersnatch). 
If you are recognized as an AKC Breeder of Merit, please let the club know.  And next issue, you could see your name here!  

 


