Tips to ensure a seamless longarm quilting experience
By Vanessa Schlossberg
1. Piecing tips
Make sure that your top is cut and pieced carefully is extremely important. Consistent seams will eliminate the possibility of weak seams. Squaring and pressing “as you go” will increase the likelihood that your quilt will be flat and square. For example, if you have areas where there are puckers or doesn’t lie flat, it will increase the likelihood that there will be puckers when quilting. Likewise, measuring, cutting, and applying sashing and borders will increase the likelihood that your quilt will be square and easier to trim after quilting.
2. Give the quilt top one final press from the front
This streamlining creates a good experience for everyone.
Think of this as your quilt’s “going out” outfit check. You’ve (hopefully!) been pressing throughout the piecing process, but give your top a last once-over from the front side, checking to make sure that all the seams are fully opened at flat. You don’t want any pesky pleats to get quilted in.
3. Pick/cut lose threads
This is SO IMPORTANT! If those wayward threads are on the right side of the quilt top, they’ll get sewn on. And if they’re on the back, especially on a light-colored quilt, they’re apt to show through after the quilting. Not a good look either way.
4. Trim the edges straight and square
If you’ve added borders, for example, trim off any excess bits so your quilt top has straight edges and square corners. This helps your longarmer get a beautifully square result for you.
If there are any irregularities in the squareness of the quilt as a whole (like a wavy border or an hourglass shape), talk these over with your quilter, so you both agree on what steps will be taken, and what results can be expected.
5. If your quilt has pieced edges or bias seams, sew a seam around the whole quilt
This is so helpful if your quilt has a lot of seams along the edges, such as a piano key border, or many small-ish pieces. Simply sew a lone of stitching abut 1/4” from the edge, around the entire perimeter. This prevents those seams from coming apart a stitch or three during handling. It is helpful to check your tension during this step to ensure that the quilt remains square. In other words, take a victory lap around the quilt!

6. Prep the backing—Press seams open and trim off selvages
If you want the backing to lay as flat and smooth as possible in the finished quilt, pressing the seam open will distribute the layers and keep the seam unobtrusive. Also, selvages have a very tight weave and are apt to shrink a little tighter when they’re washed. Therefore, sew the connecting seam a bit wider, and trim off the selvage edge. Be careful to make sure that your backing does not have a seam near the edges of the back. For example, instead of adding pieces around the outside of the backing, insert pieces vertically or horizontally. This is to ensure that your backing seams do not cause unnecessary bulk when you attach the binding.
7. Allow sufficient extra backing
On a longarm, the backing is attached at the top and the bottom to the frame rails. Also, in order to keep the backing smooth and wrinkle-free, your longarmer needs to be able to attach some type of grips to the sides of the quilt when it’s loaded, so the backing needs extra width and length. A good standard is 4 extra inches om EACH side.
Also, it’s critical to have plenty of extra for custom quilting where rulers and other tools are involved. Different quilters have slightly different equipment and preferences, so check with YOUR quilter as to their preferred allowance, but 8” on EACH side is a pretty safe bet.
8. Mark the TOP clearly on both the quilt and backing
If your quilt top or backing has a directional design, do your longarm quilter (and yourself) a favor by marking the top. A simple slip of paper pinned to the edge with “TOP” marked in big, friendly letters is all it takes.
Likewise, if there’s a label stitched into the backing and you have a preference for where it’s placed, note that too.
9. Fold the backing and square
View this video: https://youtu.be/dVqqefuxa2w?si=_BpmtlighZOgY4Bc 
10. Bundle all the bits (top, backing, perhaps binding or batting) together
A tote, or zipped bag, or box all work to hold your project, but be sure to attach your name very visibly. (Trust me, there’s no worse feeling than finding a quilt in this week’s lineup that has no name and I can’t for the life of me remember who handed it to me in passing.)



11. Communicate clearly
I just can’t emphasize this enough—your quilter cannot read your mind. If you know exactly what quilting you want…say so. Or, if you want your longarmer’s help making design and thread choices, still provide some guidance as to your taste.
· Do you like geometric quilting better than curvy, swirly stuff?
· Do you like subtle thread choices, or do you prefer a bold and high-contrast look?
· Do you prefer traditional feathers, or a more contemporary look?
· Do you like ½” spacing or 3” spacing?
And finally, ask about details that matter to you:
· Costs: quilting rate, other charges like loading, thread, or backing seams
· Extra features such as trimming, attaching binding, etc.
· Turnaround time
· Forms of payment
