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Alum Rock Union School District History 
The original Pala district was established prior to 1870.  The first one room school was built on a one acre site at the corner of Mckee Road and Capitol Avenue.  The building was enlarged to a two teacher school and after 1900 to a four teachers school. (1)
1863 – Frederick Low elected 9th Governor of California. 

1863
California Teachers Association (CTA) is formed. (2)


1911 – Hiram Johnson elected 23nd Governor of California.

1913
CASTRS pension system is created. (2)

1917 – William Stephens elected 24th Governor of California. 

1917     Pala district joined with Eagle and Berryessa Districts to form the Penetencia

   Union District. (1)

1923  - Friend Richardson elected 25th Governor of California. 

1924     A petition of Pala district for withdrawal from Penetencia Union was granted to

   become affective June 30, 1925.  95 students were enrolled at this time. (1)

1925      A bond election for $35,000 for a new school was passed 192 to 12. (1)

1926      Frank Nevis was awarded low bid of $29,275 to build new Pala School – four

     rooms, office and auditorium.  New school was dedicated Oct. 16, 1926. (1)

1927 – Clement C. Young elected 26th Governor of California. 

1927 
CTA wins legal victory when state Supreme Court rules that a school board cannot


fire a female teacher because she got married. (2)

1929   Stock Market Crash – Great Depression.
1930   Pala and Huyck districts formed the Alum Rock Union Elementary School 

District (1)

1931 - James Rolph Jr. elected 27th Governor of California. 

1930 -1935   ARUESD’s school board is appointed by County Superintendent 

Mr. Hancock. (1)

1934 – Frank Merriam elected 28th Governor of California. 

1935 – 1956  Thomas P. Ryan 1st Superintendent  The first school board members 

were Millard McCollam, Lester Shields, Lee Mathson, William Sheppard 

and Horace Cureton. (1)

1935 
 U.S. Congress allows teachers to organize collective bargaining rights. (2)


Huyck school closes and pupils transfer to Pala School. (1)

1937
District purchases 30 acres on White Road. (1)

1938   Pala School located on White Road is opens Oct. 3rd(1)

1939 – Culbert Olson elected 29th Governor of California. 

1941 – 1945
World War II

1943 – Earl Warren elected 30th Governor of California.

1946   Baby Boom Begins.

1949 
 Bids open for first unit at Linda Vista School on Kirk Avenue. (1)


Bids open for first unit at Mayfair school on Kammerer and Sunset. (1)

1950 
Linda Vista opens on June 3.  Mayfair opens Feb 2 (1)

1951    7 more units are added to Linda Visata.  Bid awarded to Neilsen & Neilsen for 

$99,478.  Bid for additional units to Mayfair opens, goes for  $239,815 to

Sam Barth.  Bids open for complete new school Horace Cureton for $ 404,672 

to George Lauer. (1)

1952  Cureton opens Sept. 22, Bids open for complete new school (Ryan) on

McGuiness Avenue  $412,786  to Neilsen & Neilsen. (1)

1953  - Goodwin Jess Knight elected 31st Governor of California. 

1953    Ryan school opens on Sept 21, dedicated Oct 18th, District enrollment:  3,652

students. (1)

1954   Brown v. Board of Education decision.

St. John Vianney Catholic School opens (www.sjvsj.org)

1955   Alum Rock Teachers Association (ARTA) is formed.  Members were both

teachers and administrators who worked in the district.  Founding members

are teachers William Jefferds, Keith Cakebread and Clyde Hewitt (5)  

1956   Shields school built (1)

1956 – 1968   Richard Conniff –Superintendent (1)

1959 - Pat Brown elected 32nd Governor of California. 

1959   Hubbard, Lyndale, McCollam schools built

1960    Fischer, Doras, Mathson schools built

1961    Arbuckle, Goss, Painter, Sheppard schools built   

1962    Slonaker and Meyer schools built

1963    Cassell school built

1964    Miller  and Conniff(23) schools built (1)

 Baby Boom Ends

1967   Rodgers, San Antonio schools built (1)

1967   Ronald Reagan elected 33rd Governor of California.

1968 - 1987 – Dr. William Jefferds  (served 20 yrs as Superintendent)

1969    George school is built (1)

1972 -1976   Office of Economic Opportunity launches the first modern voucher experiment in the country. Alum Rock is selected for the experiment, the voucher experiment fails. (3)

1971
Mt. Hamilton CTA building opens at 888 South Capitol Avenue. (5)

1971
Association of California School Administrator (ACSA) is formed. (www.acsa.org)
1972  Ocala school is built (1)  ARTA Bylaws are in place (16)
1975   Jerry Brown elected 34th Governor of California 

1975  The Rodda Act is passed in CA, allows teachers collective bargaining rights. (2)


Alum Rock Educators Association (AREA) is formed out of ARTA. 

Administrators withdraw their membership because of CTA’s collective bargaining issues and join ACSA.  AREA founding members were: Luke Levers, Pat Smith, Tim Reeves, Hershel Smith, Leroy Weins (5)(16)

1976   Conniff School closes (now San Jose Jobs Corp on East Hills)(23)

1978  Prop 13 passes – Which limited property taxes and removes local control by

school districts, the state takes over the funding of public school system.   Education in California begins its rapid drop from # 1 in the nation to it’s current rank at # 50th for its funding and quality of public education. (2)

1981   Starting Teaching salary First Step/column $12,699 and Step 12 with 

60 units $26,337. (16)
1983   Starting Teaching salary First Step/column  $14,812 and Step 12 with

60 units $30,720. (16)
1983  - George Deukmejian elected 35th Governor of California.

1987 – 1989  Dr. Walter Symons  Superintendent (last Sup. to last 3 years)

1987   CTA merges joins with National Education Association.
1989 – 1991  Dr. Al Aguayo  Superintendent.  (later resigns and returns to Denver CO) (7)
· Entire School board flies to Colorado to interview Dr.Aguayo for the job. (6) (7)
· ‘White Flight’ hits East Side San Jose. (www.metroactiveNews&Issues.com)
· School districts start to model a ‘Business CEO’ approach of education.

· Bilingual Education begins. 

· The era of “Chicano Control” and “Rotating Superintendents” begins in AR (SJMercuryNews1993)
· Teach for America is formed. (www.teachforamerica.org)
· Loma Prieta Earthquake on Oct. 17 at 5:04 pm. 

· Alum Rock was the only school district in the county that held school the day after the earthquake; after state and city officials told the public to stay off the roads and out of public buildings until they were inspected.   ARUESD ignored this and refused to cancel school.  Teachers were told that if they did not show up for work they would have their pay docked.  When students and teachers showed up to school, they could not enter buildings until they could be inspected, so some teachers and students sat outside waiting. (5)
1991 -1993 -  Larry Aceves  Superintendent (resigns for job in Franklin-McKinley) 

· He is fondly remembered as announcing on the TV community channel rethe district.  (www.sanjoseinsider.com)

· His comment set off a firestorm of debate in the valley; at the next school board meeting, AREA member Luke Levers demanded an answer from the Mr. Aceves and board members, as to the meaning of superintendent’s comment, and not one member would or could offer an explanation.   Soon after Mr. Levers began receiving multiple phone calls from several extremist right winged groups offering their assistance and support in anything the teachers may need. (5)

1991 - Pete Wilson elected 36th Governor of California. 

1991
District considers a pilot program for Year Round School. (8)

1992
Mayfair school renamed Cesar Chavez (www.sanjoseca.gov)

1992  Principal Ricardo Trevino is arrested for selling drugs on school campus.(21)

1993
For the first time the School Board is made up of all Chicano/Latinos 

members (4)

AREA gives up their full coverage of health benefits, to help the district with its budget shortfall, with the promise from the District, that it would be restored the next year.  The District never did restore it.

School district budgets fails solvency test, school district will get help from financial experts. (9)

Alum Rock Teachers are among the best paid teachers in the county. (10)

Starting Salary First Step/Column $27,157 and Step 12 with 60 units $48,585(16)

1993 - 1995
 Pedro Perales   (Interim Sup) & Norma Fiorro (Interim Deputy Sup.)

1995 – 1997
 Pedro Perales  Superintendent 

Pedro was the last homegrown superintendent Alum Rock had.  He started as a classroom teacher at Slonaker and worked his way up through almost every high level district office position before becoming Superintendent. (5)
1995
CA passes Prop 187, making it illegal for children of undocumented immigrants to attend public schools.  The Federal court rules that Prop 187 is unconstitutional. (2)

1995    dot.com Boom.  “White Flight” continues in Alum Rock.  Real estate prices in

the valley explode.

     A Grand Jury criticized ARUESD School board members for feuding at the 

expense of children’s education.  Parents feel unheard, ignored. (11)

Weeks after a grand jury reported widespread complaints of cronyism in the Alum Rock school district, officials face criticism for offering a $53,000-a-year job to a former trustee. Critics, including AREA, say Alum Rock's offer to Alex Salazar of an interim job coordinating bilingual programs smells of political patronage. (12)
One member of the Board was reported trying to run down another member of the Board in the James Lick High School parking lot, while another member cackled and laughed. (20)
1997 - 1999 Santiago V. Woods  (bought out)  1st African-American/Panamanian 

superintendent.

1998  For a second time in four years, a Santa Clara County grand jury has 

blasted trustees of the county's largest elementary school district in a scathing report that says the education of children is suffering because of school board members'petty  squabbles. (13)
CA voters pass Prop. 227 that eliminates bilingual education, and requires that all instruction be conducted in English. (2)


 1999  - Gray Davis elected  37th Governor of California. 

 1999    AREA Teachers strike. – WE WALKED THE LINE IN ’99!
 In June, teachers went on a two day strike for prep periods at middle schools and salary increase. (AR was the only district in the county that did not have prep periods – and teachers had to strike to get it.)

The school district was so concerned that there maybe rioting by angry teachers during the strike, so they contracted a security company (Pinkerton) who hires off duty police officers as security guards, sent to each school site at the cost of $64,000/day to “protect the school property.”  Teacher’s dubbed them “The Men in Black” after the hit movie that year.  Once the SJPD and off duty officers found out what they were doing, they walked off the job because the SJPD union was honoring the teachers union. (5) Union members do not cross other union’s picket lines.
1999 – 2000   Anthony Russo (interim  Sup)     

2000 – 2001  Dr. Joseph Carrillo Superintendent (bought out)  he lasted only 7 months.

The Blood letting era:

· Carrillo issues his “9 point plan” for raising test scores;

· Issues entirely new curriculum throughout the district; 

· Closes district warehouse; 

· Sold all the district’s school buses; 

· School sites are forced to spend their own money for office equipment, copiers, printers, TVs, projectors, computers etc.  

· AREA veterans currently employed are the only ones that retain the lost institutional, working history of this district;

· Majority of office administration, DO administration and principals are fired; which erased much of the collective, working and institutional history of the district.

· A massive out of state hiring push was conducted; proof of this is can be seen on a J-90 report or seniority lists.

· District contracts the Teach for America Program for new teachers, Alum Rock is the only district in the state with the largest percentage of Teach for America teachers; 

· Drove negotiations between the District and AREA back to impasse, just 1 year after the strike.

· A district accountant is found embezzling almost $1 million over 10 years. The accounting policies and procedures at Alum Rock in the past decade were lax said Dr. Carrillo. (14)
· NCLB becomes law, STAR, CST testing begins

· Charter schools bombard the district.

· The entire District is or enters Title 1, SAIT, DAIT and PI status.

· Dot.com bust.  Laid off private sector workers, from the tech industry start to enter teaching profession.  Emergency teaching credentials and waivers were issued at record high levels throughout the state.

2001 – 2002      Aurora Quevedo (interim Super.)

· Charter school KIPP opens on Miller campus

· All teachers must be Highly Qualified per NCLB

Dot.com bust continues – former dot.com/private industry employees flood the education profession at all levels.

2002 

Dr. Anthony Russo (interim Super)

2002 – 2004   Dr. Alfonzo Anaya  Superintendent (bought out)
· Miller and, the one room schoolhouse, Mt. Hamilton are closed. 

· Work begins to create “small schools” in the district.

· Board members begin fighting among themselves again. (15)
2003 – Arnold Schwarzenegger elected 38th Governor of California. 

2004 – 2006    Dr. Anthony Russo (interim super) retires  

· Parcel Tax passed for small class sizes of 20-1 in K – 3

· PACT (People Acting in Community Together) and teacher Nancy Gutierrez establishes the Small Schools in Alum Rock they are Renaissance @ George, LUCHA@ Miller and Adelante @ Rogers.

· KIPP moves to Chavez school site.
2006 – 2008   Norma Martinez  (bought out) 1st Female Superintendent in AR

· District closes Shields school.

· Renaissance moves to Fischer campus.

· Superintendent creates a Public Relations Director.

· McEntee – Russo School (formerly Shields) opens in 2007.

· Measure G Bond passes.

· ACE charter school application is rejected by school board.

· Superintendent hastily re-negotiated her contract, and convinces the School Board by a 3 – 1 – and 1 absence vote, giving her a buy out package nearly worth $500,000 should she resign.   Approved and signed,  the superintendent promptly resigns.  The community is outraged, board members are replaced in the next election, and the buyout was adjusted. (19)
2007     Assembly Bill 347 passes establishing CAHSEE exam for all high school

    students in CA.

2008     California is bankrupt.  The “Great Recession” hits the U.S. economy.

2008 – 2010  Jose Manzo  Superintendent

· Pala the oldest school, predating the ARUESD, is closed by a 3-2 vote.  Rogers, Ocala, and Goss are also considered for possible closure.

· 40-year lease is granted to charter school Escolar Popular for the Pala campus.  

· AREA & District worked together to pass Measure I (Parcel Tax renewal) to keep small class size, avoid layoffs and furlough days.  

· Former Sup. Larry Aceves is in a run off election for State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

· The charter schools ACE and Rocketship address the Board and threaten to put a charter next to every school site in the district.

· Parents of charter schools appeal to the school board give them a portion of the parcel tax money for their own charter schools.  

This request was made after the measure language had been placed on the ballot. Charter parents were ‘a day late and dollar short’ on this.  This was also another attempt of outside groups, trying to use Alum Rock as a guinea pig, for similar maneuvers to be tried in other districts throughout the state.  The school board wisely and correctly did not honor the charter’s request.

· Measure G Bond enters Phase II – San Antonio School remodel.

· Superintendent negotiates a $4,000.00 pay increase to his salary should there be any positive increase in the state projected COLA.   All other groups, Admin, AREA, CSEA and Teamsters had no increase to their salaries.  Superintendent also is allowed to op-out and take cash instead of benefits, because his wife gets benefit coverage in the district.  Equaling to a 17% increase to his take home pay. (22)
· Santa Clara County Grand Jury finds that Alum Rock and others districts in the county, need to guard against abuse in hiring of relatives.  The grand jury recommends: (17) 

1) All boards create policies on hiring of relatives of employees and board members.  2) Districts adapt practices already in place in Palo Alto Unified, which require candidates for teaching jobs demonstrate competence by teaching a demonstration lesson.  3) Districts should review labor contract provisions that order them to give job priority to internal candidates over external ones.  4) All districts write policies prohibiting employees from supervising relatives and 5) Districts document and track related employees. (17)
· Consolidate Santa Clara County school districts to save millions, grand jury recommends county school districts need to consolidate to save money during these economic times they recommend Alum Rock and Mount Pleasant districts should merge. (18)
AREA Presidents (16)(5)
Jocelyn Merz   (Lyndale) 2010 -

Marc Shaw (PE Prep) 2008 - 2010

Leti Gutterriez (Ryan) 2003 – 2008 (presidency changed to a 2 yr term in 2006)

Carolyn Glaush  (Ryan) 2001 - 2003

Dorothy Singleton (Rodgers) 2000

David Hernandez  (Linda Vista) 1998 – 2000  

Colin Ford (Music) 1994 - 1998

Rocio Lozano VP Acting President 1992 – 1993

Marilyn Curcija (McCollam) 1992-1994  

James Lovelace (Ocala)  1990 - 1992

Marilyn Fuller (Cureton) 1988 – 1990

David Hernandez (Linda Vista) 1987 - 1988

Bob Robey (Slonaker) 1985 -1986

Judy Collard (McCollam) 1981 -1982

Ed Fox (Ocala)
Bill Rickard (McCollam) 

Bill (Rusk) Potter (Pala)

Gail Sims (Ocala) 1975 – 1976

Maureen West (Cureton) 1974 - 1975

Luke Levers (Lyndale) 1972 - 1973

Wesley Jordan 1971 -1972

Luke Levers (Lyndale) 1970 – 1971

Arthur Harris

Tim Reeves

Herschel Smith

Chuck Ceresa

Bill (Rusk) Potter (Pala)

Pat Hanzad (first female president)

Arm Hanzad

Leroy Wiens (Sheppard)
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