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Objectives of Presentation

• Educate the community about the South Battery Park Resiliency Project

• Advocate for an integrated approach to resiliency across Lower 
Manhattan in a way that maximizes protection to the most vulnerable 
areas

• Advocate for resiliency projects that incorporate a series of guiding 
principles that enable us to meet community needs & increase active 
green spaces

• Elicit questions from the community about the Wagner Park project

• Ensure people know how to get in touch: hello@bpcna.org & come out to 
the 6/5 event from 2-4pm in Rockefeller Park

mailto:hello@bpcna.org
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Lower Manhattan needs to be uplifted for climate change to make it more resilient

Here is a NY Times map of 
the flooding caused by 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012

With climate change, sea 
levels are expected to rise, 
and we expect large storms 
like Hurricane Sandy to 
become more frequent

To fully address this will 
require significant 
partnership between 
organizations, 
stakeholders, experts, 
local, state and federal 
governments

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2012/1120-sandy/survey-of-the-flooding-in-new-york-after-the-hurricane.html
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Battery Park City’s main role is to stop water from flowing into Tribeca & FiDi

This image shows that in Battery Park, there 
are two “pinch” points at the north and south

These need to be addressed to protect Tribeca 
and FiDi from future flooding and storm surge

Important to note is that Battery Park itself 
was built on high ground, which Bloomberg in 
2013 even noted when he called for a “Battery 
Park City” on the East Side…

Source: https://gothamist.com/news/bloomberg-wants-to-
create-seaport-city-to-save-nyc-from-global-warming

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2012/1120-sandy/survey-of-the-flooding-in-new-york-after-the-hurricane.html
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Battery Park City’s main role is to stop water from flowing into Tribeca & FiDi

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2012/1120-sandy/survey-of-the-flooding-in-new-york-after-the-hurricane.html

In addition to prioritizing these “pinch” points, 
we need to hold leaders accountable for 
prioritizing the most vulnerable areas first

Here you can see Wagner again during 
Hurricane Sandy…
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The November 2016 Presentation shows how Wagner Park is high ground…

Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BPC-Open-Community-Meeting-November-9-2016-FINAL.pdf#page=25

This was shown 
in 2016 during a 
BPCA 
presentation on 
their resiliency 
program…



So, let’s talk about the Wagner Park design 
principles…
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Let’s look at the design principles of the plan…
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Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Wagner-Park-3-22-17.pdf

Published March 2017

One of the key design 
principles of this project was 

to “provide better 
opportunity for 
food and beverage”

What was this 

design principle  
based on?



Basis of the “better opportunity for food and beverage” design principle
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Survey results were 
published November 2016

268 
Residents

146 
Non-Residents

Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BPC-Open-Community-Meeting-November-9-2016-FINAL.pdf#page=25
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Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BPC-Open-Community-Meeting-November-9-2016-FINAL.pdf#page=25

Survey results were 
published November 2016

31 People said to 
offer “more food 

and beverage 
options”

268 
Residents

146 
Non-Residents

Basis of the “better opportunity for food and beverage” design principle



Since 2017, CB1 has been writing 
resolutions about the scope and goals of this 

project…
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See appendix for an example…



…and articles are published on the BPCA 
website talking about the goals…
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This is an article published in June 2017 about changes to the Wagner Park Pavilion…
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Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Report-on-the-Wagner-Park-Resiliency-Design-Proposal-June-2017.pdf



…and let’s talk about HOW this design
principle of “better opportunity for food and

beverage” will be accomplished…
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This slide was published March 2017 explaining “Existing Building Issues”

Report published on BPCA Website: https://bpca.ny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Wagner-Park-3-22-17.pdf

Published March 2017

The plan is to tear down 
the current building and 
rebuild a new building 
that is 4-5x the size of the 
current building

The below chart is from 
the March 2017 meeting 
where food & beverage 
will increase from 3450 sf 
to 6K – 10K sf.



So, what do we want?
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All resiliency projects should follow a set of design principles…
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• Integration across jurisdictions and neighbors as water knows no 
boundaries

• Prioritization of the most at risk areas first and immediate solution for 
“pinch” points

• Use of resiliency projects to increase active green spaces and trees

• Preservation of old trees while adding new trees and green

• Prioritization of grass and green over concrete

• Partnership with the community on project designs

• Prioritization of community needs in all designs and design principles
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Shared with Public on May 19, 2022

Here’s what is planned with construction starting on August 1, 2022…
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Shared with Public on May 19, 2022
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Shared with Public on May 19, 2022
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Join us on 6/5 to learn more!

Join us on twitter 
@bpcna_official

Email 
claudia.filomena@bpca.ny.gov
& hello@bpcna.org with your 
feedback on the Battery Park 
City resiliency projects!

mailto:claudia.filomena@bpca.ny.gov
mailto:hello@bpcna.org


Thank You
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NASA predicts Sea Levels to Rise by 

Sea level in New York City has 
risen on average 0.27 cm/year or 
0.2286 - 0.381 cm/year over the 

last hundred years. Looking 
ahead, it is expected that sea 
levels in the area will rise on 
average 0.3885 cm/year or 

anywhere from 0.175 - 0.602 
cm/year by the 2050s6. When 

extrapolating for the 2100s from 
these data, sea level can be 
expected to rise on average 

0.635 cm/yr or in the range of 

0.37 - 0.90 cm/year.

Source: https://icp.giss.nasa.gov/research/ppa/2002/impacts/introduction.html
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https://icp.giss.nasa.gov/research/ppa/2002/impacts/introduction.html#references

