
T O  O U R  J A C K S O N V I L L E  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  D E A F . . .

Greetings from Elzbieta,

I want to thank John Brennan and Lisa Dramin for their dedicated
service on the JCCD Board. We wish them success in their future
endeavors. We are also pleased to welcome Greg Lowry, who will
serve as our temporary treasurer until the end of December 2024.
We understand his challenges in this role and are committed to
supporting him.

I recently read an article in the My Journal Courier about Andy
Ezard. He mentioned that his job often feels like that of a volunteer
coordinator for the city of Jacksonville. Mayor Andy Ezard
consistently seeks volunteers to serve on city boards and
commissions, but finding the right fit can be challenging. Ezard said
that the timing of meetings poses another challenge.
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As you see in the message above, each organization has changed over
the years, and priorities have changed. Life gets really busy. We, the
board, are committed to maintaining our perspective occasionally to
ensure we balance our lives outside and inside JCCD.   

JCCD is enriching its history and going on to its 40th anniversary on
May 17, 2025. Last weekend, I was a registration chair for the 185th
reunion. I have met and collaborated with former JCCD members,
boards, and executive directors who happened to be ISD alumni. I
collaborated with each of them and shared stories about the first 40
years. To my surprise, I admired and hands down to those who served
JCCD from the bottom of their hearts. I vow to follow their footstep
for the next 40 years and pass it down to the next generation.  

The Board had the retreat on May 31, 2024, which was totally
productive. We had a potluck, as seen in the photos on the following
pages. 

As of July 1, I will be attending the NAD in Chicago as a delegate. NAD
has invited me to participate in the Counselor of Representatives (COR
training) online class before I attend the convention. It will enrich my
experience, and I'll share more about it in the news release coming out
in August.

 Be mostly whole enjoying a Happy July.

Elzbieta
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In 1979, my husband Charles and I moved to Jacksonville due to a job offer.
I grew up in Akron, Ohio, and Charles is from Wisconsin. Both of us come
from Deaf families. Charles attended a School for the Deaf while I was
mainstreamed in a public school outside my home school district. I
attended college in Washington, D.C., at Gallaudet University, where I met
my husband. After a couple of years, we moved to Illinois.

I am involved in the Jacksonville Center for the Deaf (JCCD). When we
moved to Jacksonville, JCCD was already starting to buy properties in
South Jacksonville near the Farm-Agriculture Fair to build a Community
Center for the Deaf.

After raising close to $90,000, Charles and I and a few others, including
Clyde Smith, Jim Strowmatt, Teddy Clements, Albert Moore, and possibly
Paula Chance, looked into buying a building in Jacksonville's downtown
square. Subsequently, Dr. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Eades, Robert Anderson,
and Hutchinson Architecture also got involved in the building process.

Once the JCCD building was established, I was involved in the kitchen and
helped install the wooden island. The kitchen has become my favorite place
at the center. While I do not consider myself a leader, I have served on the
JCCD Board multiple times and am always ready to assist in any tasks
required at the center.
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What I appreciate about JCCD is that it is still active. The community has
made sure that the building continues to be used. Having the structure in
place is essential for keeping the Deaf community alive. It serves as a space
for social gatherings, meetings, parties, sewing, and more. I hope the action
to maintain the building continues. I miss Tilly and Allen Ravn, Pete and
Allois Wahl, The Mudgett, and especially Grace's famous baked beans. I
remember Paula Chance's daughter trying to copy the recipe, but Grace
always kept it a secret. I also remember Allen Ravn planting hosta alongside
the JCCD building, my favorite plant in the Doris Bolen small garden area.
The JCCD building has seen several presidents and upgrades, and I support
future upgrades. We appreciate your time, energy, and love for the JCCD
building. Please keep it going and growing for future Deaf community
members. 

May God bless you all, 

Marilyn and Charles Harbison
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By: Paul Pyers
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Former JCCD members collaborative weekend

 Ted Huber, Jim Birchall, and Joan Forney (not in the picture—Nancy
Harper) collaborated on the history of JCCD. I enjoyed working with them
and collecting stories to recount how it all began. I'm looking forward to
celebrating our achievements at the 40th anniversary on May 17, 2025.
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Board Retreat Pictures
[May 31, 2024]  

Barb made pulled pork

Linda made chicken macaroni. 

Becky served Fruit pizza.
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ADA Doors Updates:
ADA DOORS has arrived! Below are photos from before and during the
construction. The board would like to recognize the ADA DOORS committee,
including John Brennan, Paula Chance, and Dave Cook, for their outstanding
efforts in making this possible. We are very excited to see the completion in the
Fall. 
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