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Greetings from Elzbieta Kaminski!
First of all, I want to recognize Bregitt Endicott as my editor. Give her a wave! As you
know, the difference between old and new school technology changes daily. One
blinks, and technology is getting better and better. Bregitt Endicott is knowledgeable
about website design. I am going to learn from her one step at a time. If you wish to
keep up with technology tools, the Jacksonville Public Library provides free help.
Please look up "Technology Help/Jacksonville Public Library" at jaxpl.org. They will
provide an interpreter upon request.
I'm sitting here with a cup of coffee, looking outside at the sunshine on my face. I
haven't seen snow here lately. Will we get one or two more snowstorms coming up? I
hope so, because it's so beautiful how Mother Nature works. Pause and breathe -
when was the last time you made a snowman? Baked cookies? Watched favorite
movies? Snuggled with animals? Don't forget the Super Bowl event at JCCD too.
As you see in this photo and others, these ladies embrace the old days, like going to
the Deaf Club. That is what JCCD is all about. We all had so much fun relaxing
together. The next month's event will be March Madness on March 16, 2024.
For April and May 2024 events, parents of children, what kinds of activities do you
suggest for the kids to participate in? Here is the link to share your suggestions: [link]
Meanwhile, enjoy the month of February to the fullest with kindness, compassion, and
loved ones.
Warm regards, Elzbieta Kaminski

Jacksonville Community Center For The Deaf 

Mission

Purpose

Vision

To serve the Deaf, DeafBlind,
DeafDisabled, Hard of Hearing and

Late Deafened Communities

To meet individuals’ needs for
education, guidance, support, and

socialization

To promote effective open
communication within our

communities
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Interview with Former JCCD Members

Janet Pyers

1970: Janet Pyers moved to Jacksonville to work as an educator at the Illinois School
for the Deaf after graduating from Gallaudet College (now Gallaudet University)
1971: She was a member of the National Fraternal Society of the Deaf (NFSD) in
Washington, D.C. while a Gallaudet student. She transferred membership to
Jacksonville NFSD Div #88 after Bob Anderson and Pete Wahl convinced the
organization to allow women to join.
1979: NFSD Div #88 Jacksonville started a major fundraising drive to create a center
for the deaf with a $5,000 donation.
1985 to Present: She served as an officer for JCCD in various roles including
president, treasurer, board member, and on committees like kitchen, social, and
archivist.
Received 4 awards from JCCD: 1990 Dedicated Service Award, 1991 Outstanding
Service Award, and President's Awards in 1995 and 2015.
Loves JCCD for the opportunity to socialize, meet people, and participate in
activities.
Hopes JCCD remains alive and attracts more membership, especially younger
people.

Ellen moved to Jacksonville from Mt. Olive and
Chicago in 1981. She worked as a janitor at JCCD

every week for 2 years. JCCD paid her $50 a month.
She obtained a new job at City Hall in 1987 and quit
the JCCD janitor position. She continues to assist
with fundraising for JCCD through events such as
crazy bowling games, Halloween and Valentine's
parties, and flea markets. She has been a JCCD
member since the completion of the building.

Ellen Thing
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History & Interesting Facts about JCCD

Paul Pyers

We were concerned about preserving JCCD's history because only a few of us
who are still alive and have been JCCD members since its inception in 1985 -
like Paula Chance, Jeannie Jones, Mary Anderson, and Janet Pyers - remember
the circumstances during that time.
We were fortunate that our past President Deloris Summers started
preserving JCCD's papers and asked Janet Pyers to collect them. Janet is
qualified because she was tutored by her dad on their family tree while
growing up. She is also one of the archivists for the Illinois School for the Deaf
Alumni Museum. Additionally, she was part of the team developing a book
about ISD history and created a PowerPoint presentation for the Illinois
Association of the Deaf.
I was asked to write an article for the JCCD Newsletter. I did some groundwork
by organizing information about the Jacksonville Community Deaf Senior
(JCDS) group. Janet had some JCCD papers at our house, and I was told there
were more papers in the JCCD shed. I checked, and indeed found more
documents. I have just begun collecting the historical information.

One interesting fact is that there are discrepancies between what the JCCD
leaders have told us since the founding of JCCD in 1985 and what we have
found in written information.
We already knew that Alvin Eades was the one who donated a portion of the
land to JCCD – with the condition that we could keep the land after 40 years.
We were told that he was a shopping mall magnate and had a person with a
developmentally disabled daughter enter the Alvin Eades Center for Women.
However, our present research and information turn out differently.
I had an interview with Paula Chance about the JCCD deed, which tells us that
we couldn’t keep the land. I will talk more about this issue next time. The AI
(Artificial Intelligence) through Microsoft: Copilot and the Jacksonville Source
(June 12, 2023) said that Alvin was the grandfather of the Deaf resident,
established a foundation to donate money to support our town's hospital,
symphony, and library, and owned trucking, coal, and oil companies.
If you have questions but are afraid to ask, feel free to do so.
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Paul Pyers is the author of two enchanting poetry collections. His books, "Book one: Man Is
Marching” and "Book Two: The Talking Rock And Other Poems". Paul Pyers invites readers

on a profound journey of introspection and inspiration. 
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Unlocking Visual Treasures: Dive
into Our Newest Photos!

Jacksonville PKZ Alumni
sisters celebrated PKZ's

139th birthday at Magnia.
Don't miss the must-try
French toast at Magnia!
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Leading the charge... 
For the last slice! 🍕🏈 

Gals just wanna have puns... 
And touchdowns! 🏈🎉 

Bringing the heat to the 
Super Bowl beat! 🏈🔥 

Diving into snacks like 
we're diving for touchdowns! 🏈🍔 
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JCCD Super Bowl Final

1st quarter SF-0 KC-0
Pam Vanmeter $75

Diamond $5
Marion Dramin
Lori Brennan

Tara Cook
Tara Cook

2nd quarter SF-10 KC-3
Charles Wolford $125

Diamond $5
Jesse Hayes
Erica Lowry
Ellen Thing
Catie Sims

3rd quarter SF-10 KC-13
Greg Lowry $200

Diamond $5
Tara Cook

Curtis Braun
Wayne Kester

Dave Cook

4th quarter SF-19 KC-19
Tara Cook $270

Diamond $5
Bob Dramin
Lori Brennan
Linda Kuhn

Pam VanMeter

$250 in profit was allocated to the soda refrigerator, which has been
paid off. Later, I will organize March Madness, NBA Finals, and World

Series pools to further fundraising efforts for JCCD ADA - Elzbieta
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185th Super Bowl Winners

1st quarter 
Richard Lewis ($400)

Diamond $50
 Vanessa Capozzi

Ellen Thing
Tonya Logsdon
Steve McLeod

2nd quarter
Suzy Wallace ($600)

Diamond $50
Becky Prill

Janice Birchall
Melvin Long

David Letkiewicz

3rd quarter
Linda Green ($850)

Diamond $50
Ruben Pacho 

Tara Cook
JCCD

Carol LeGrand 

4th quarter 
Becky Prill ($1,100)

Diamond $50
Vanessa Capozzi 

Elaine Cady 
Angela Botz 

Tonya Logsdon 

Grand total - $3,750.00 in giveaway prizes to all winners. The 185th
Super Bowl pool profit is $1,250.00 from selling 100 boxes at $50.00

each for a total of $5,000.00.

Congratulations to all winners !
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Tiger Den Super Bowl

1st quarter - Vicki Smith
($200)

Diamond $25
James Luttrell 
James Luttrell

Janet Pyers
Scott Friedman

2nd quarter- Teddy Hall
($300)

Diamond winners $25
Greg Lowry 
Linda Kuhn 

Patricia Hoyt 
Susan Weiss

3rd quarter - Randy
Shearburn ($400)

Diamond  $25 
Scott Friedman 

Greg Lowry 
Tonya Lodgson

Janet Pyers 

4th quarter - Lori
Brennan ($500)

Diamond $35 
John Riordan 
Bob Dramin 

Willie Smith Jr. 
Jerry Glenn

Grand total - $1,400.00 in giveaway prizes to all winners. The
Diamond winners' money is $440. The Tiger Den pool profit is $600

from selling 100 boxes at $25.00 each for a total of $2,500.00.
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Andrew Foster, born in 1925, was the first Black deaf person to graduate
from Gallaudet University. He later became a renowned educator and leader
in the Deaf community.

The National Black Deaf Advocates (NBDA) was founded in 1982 to promote
the advancement of Black deaf people in the United States. It continues to
be a vital organization addressing the needs and concerns of the Black Deaf
community. 

#BlackLivesMatter was founded in 2013 in response to the acquittal of
Trayvon Martin’s murderer. Black Lives Matter Global Network Foundation,
Inc. is a global organization in the US, UK, and Canada, whose mission is to
eradicate white supremacy and build local power to intervene in violence
inflicted on Black communities by the state and vigilantes. 
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Black History Month
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Black History Month: Two Engaging Events to
Explore and Celebrate

 REGISTER HERE by

entering your name and

email address.

1.

You will receive an email

after you register with the

link.

2.

Save that link until

February 26th.

3.

February 26th: Enjoy

learning!

4.
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Black History Month: Two Engaging Events to
Explore and Celebrate

 REGISTER HERE by

entering your name

and email address.

1.

You will receive an

email after you

register with the

link.

2.

Save that link until

February 28th.

3.

February 28th:

Enjoy learning!

4.
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https://purplevrs.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYod-2uqzwrGt2ylVpcQViTB4Re5tIxn157
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Laughing Circles: A Playful Blend of A Game and
Comics
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Hands Waving to New Boards!

From right to left:  President: Elzbieta Kaminski, Vice President: Lori
Brennan, Secretary: Lisa Dramin, Treasurer: John Brennan, Board
members: Missing Tara Cook , Barb Riordan, Linda Kuhn, Gregory
Lowry, Becky Prill 

Hello, my name is Bregitt Endicott. Thank you
so much for entrusting me with the roles of
editor and webmaster for JCCD. I am
committed to providing you with the best
service by sharing and researching
information. I look forward to connecting with
you through this newsletter.

Contact Information: jccdpresident@jccd.org
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