“It’s a Big Job Part 1: Mother’s Day”
Ruth 1:1–14; 1 Samuel 1:1–8; Colossians 3:12-16
Notes

How does God see the mom who doesn’t have everything perfectly figured out? 

· God sees them as __________ , and he __________ them just as much as the mothers who—externally at least—appear to have it all together. 

Naomi and Hannah

· “Call me no longer Naomi, call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me.  I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty; why call me Naomi when the LORD has dealt harshly with me, and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” (Ruth 1:20-21)

· In Naomi and Hannah, we see that God __________ for these ladies, no matter how frantic, frazzled, embittered, or desperate they seem, and in showing his care, he invites the rest of us to come alongside these struggling women to help lighten their burdens. 

· Ruth would never have said anything like, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you!  Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  Where you die, I will die — there will I be buried.  May the LOD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” (Ruth 1:16–18) if she hadn’t __________ __________ of Naomi’s faith in some way during her brief marriage. 

· Although Hannah was seen as a failed and even cursed woman by her culture’s standards, her faith in God __________ __________. Instead, she allowed him to use her grief to draw her into a deeper place of trust, one where she could entrust the life of her long-prayed-for son to him.

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” (Colossians 3:12-16)

· We as a church have a privilege and a responsibility to come alongside others, and particularly we are reminded today of mothers, to __________, __________, and offer __________ as needed.

