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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 23, 2025 

Divine Service Setting Four 

Confession and Absolution 
 

752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
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C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 37:1–5; antiphon: vv. 7a, b 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way. 

Fret not yourself because of evil- | doers;* 

 be not envious of wrong- | doers! 

For they will soon fade | like the grass* 

 and wither like the | green herb. 

Trust in the LORD, | and do good;* 

 dwell in the land and befriend | faithfulness. 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 

Commit your way | to the LORD;* 

 trust in him, and | he will act. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 
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    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be 

defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3–15 
 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for 

they were dismayed at his presence. 

 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 

brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 

sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, 

and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to 

preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me 

here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. 

Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 

children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11There I will provide for 

you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not 

come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that 

speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring 

my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his 

neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42 
 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying 

every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death.  . . . 

 30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 

raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 
34Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I 

say this to your shame. 

 35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36You foolish 

person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a 

bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind 

of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another 

for birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of 

one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 

and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 

 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 6:27–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and 

from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs from you, 

and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31And as you wish that others would do to 

you, do so to them. 

 32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 
33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 

sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 



5 

 

return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and 

the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will 

be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 

be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

562 All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 
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5 As by one man all mankind fell 

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, 

We all were justified by grace. 

 

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 

New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend 

Until we reach our journey’s end. 
Text: Lazarus Spengler, 1479–1534; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Fear Not? Are You in Adam or in Christ? Text 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him 
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will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 

  

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
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2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 

 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002022 
Tune: Public domain 

 

569 In Adam We Have All Been One 

 

 
 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 

    To make us one in Thee. 



9 

 

 

D 6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

    And Spirit Thou art one. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002022 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

696 O God, My Faithful God 
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5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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