Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 6, 2026
Divine Service Setting Three

Confession and Absolution

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it waits;
4 O all - em - brac -ing Mer - cy, O ev - er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres - pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa - ther’s wel - come And par - don for their sin.
His bless - ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques - tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a- gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we oft have wan - dered, It is our Fa - ther’s home.
We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Stand

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to
me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 92:1-4; antiphon: v. 5

How great are your works, | O LORD!™*

Your thoughts are | very deep!

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*

and your faithful- | ness by night,

to the music of the lute | and the harp,*

to the melody | of the lyre.

For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*

at the works of your hands I | sing for joy.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

How great are your works, | O LORD!™*

Your thoughts are | very deep!

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Kyrie LSB 186
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
P Glory be to God on high:
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

P Letus pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may
set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood |
will require at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Epistle

Stand

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.

Romans 13:1-10

!Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed,
and those who resist will incur judgment. ®For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have
no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, *for he is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant
of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. *Therefore one must be in subjection, not only
to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. °For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. "Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom
taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is
owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. °The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” °Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Alleluia LSB 190
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory beto Thee, O Lord.

LAt that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of them *and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

>“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, ®but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

"“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by
whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. °And
if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10<See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the
face of my Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man came to save the lost. **What do you think? If a man
has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go
in search of the one that went astray? **And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. *So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones
should perish.

1¢If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. *But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. *’If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.
And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. ¥Truly, I say to
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. *Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my
Father in heaven. 2For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom - ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - 1y let us seek Your fa - vor, Ear - 1y
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard - ian of our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de -
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re -
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seeck us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren  when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved | us, love us still.

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Seeking the Lost Text Matthew 18:1-20

LSB 192

P  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
Offertory
C Create in me aclean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Sit



Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
P The Lord be with you.
C  And with thy spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C Itis meet and right so to do.

P Itistruly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to
put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini LSB 197
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
Distribution
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To  keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in Thy com-mands—"Tis a de - light - ful road
n
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.

And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.

Nor let my head or heart or hands Of - fend a-gainst my God.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me
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1 Bap - tis - mal wa - ters cov - er me As I ap -
21 look to Christ up - on the tree, His bod - y
3 Lord, may Your wound - ed hand im - part Your heal - ing
4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; Your shep - herd
5 Bap - tis - mal wa - ters cov - er me; Christ’s wound - ed
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proach on bend - ed knee; My Fa - ther’s mer - cy
bro - ken there for me; I lay be - fore Him
to my bro - ken heart; Your love a - lone can
speaks, but You are heard; Through him Your hand now
hand has set me free. Held in my Fa - ther’s



Stand
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here I plead, For griev - ous sins of thought and deed.
all my sin, My dark - est se - crets from with - in.
form in me A heart that serves You joy - ful - ly.
stretch - es out, For - giv - ing  sin, de - stroy - ing doubt.
strong em - brace, With joy I praise Him for His grace.

Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969

Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742

Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002022

Tune: Public domain

LSB 199

Nunc Dimittis

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
Benedicamus LSB 202
A Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.
966 Before You, Lord, We Bow
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1 Be - fore You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns a - bove
2 The na - tion You have  blest May well Your love de - clare,
3 May ev - ’ry moun-tain height, Each wvale and for - est green,
4 Earth, hear your Mak - er’s voice; Your great Re - deem - er own;
5 And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our na - tive land
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And rules the world be - low, Bound-less in pow’r and love. Owur thanks
From foes and fears at rest, Pro - tect-ed by Your care. For this
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, And its rich fruits be seen! May ev -
Be - lieve, o - bey, re - joice, And wor-ship Him a - lone. Cast down
From all its rend - ing tombs Send forth a glo-rious band, A count -
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we bring In joy and praise, Our hearts we raise To You, our King!
bright day, For this fair land— Gifts of Your hand—Owur thankswe  pay.
ry tongue Be tuned to praise And join to raise A grate-ful song.

your pride, Your sin de - plore, And bow be - fore The Cru - ci - fied.
less throng, With joy to sing To heav’n’s high King Sal - va-tion’s song!
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt.

Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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