Seraikela, Sep 17: An
awareness program aimed at
educating school children about
critical social issues was held at
Balak Madhya Vidyalaya in
Seraikela, organized jointly by
Child Helpline Seraikela-
Kharsawan and Yuva Sanstha.

The program featured Savita
Mishra from Child Helpline and
Mukesh Kumar Pandey from
Yuva Sanstha, who provided
essential information on topies
such as child marriage, child
labor, and human trafficking,
along with strategies for
prevention and protection.

In the presence of school

headmaster Gangaram Tiu and
teacher Shikaon. the speakers
emphasized the importance of
awareness in combating these

social issues.

They also detailed the services
offered by the Child Helpline,
specifically the toll-free number

Auwareness program o chid [nghts cunducted for shool children

1098, which children can call for 5 '
help in difficult situations. During !
were |

the session. students

encouraged to reach out for |

assistance if they or others faced !

challenges related to child rights,

The children collectively took !
an oath to remain vigilant and to |
raise awareness among their peers !
regarding the prohibition of child :
marriage and child labor, as well !
as the prevention of human i

trafficking. This initiative not only | |

aimed to educate the children but |
also to empower them to advocate |
for their rights and the rights of !
in their community. !

others
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Urgent call for 1,000 new fast-track courts

YUVA's bold push for speedy justice amidst alarming case backlogs

| Mail News Service

Seraikela, Sep 11: In an

g}:ﬂenl to the state government,

VA (Youths Union for

i Voluntary Action) has demanded
¢ the creation of 1,000 new s

i fast-track courts to tackle
;‘unpr:,cedenlﬂd backlog of raj
{ and POCSO cases plaguing
i judicial system. Thls urgent call
i CcOmes In res
i report by India Child l’rmeclion
i which highlights a shocking
i disparity mn case disposal rates
! between fast-track courts and
{ regular courts,

ctal

nse to a startling

According to the eye-opening

J ircport titled 'Fast Tracking

A | Justice:
i Special Courts in Reducing Case
| Backlogs,'
i courts boast an impressive case

Role of Fast Track

special fast-track

disposal rate of 83 percent. In
stark contrast, regular courts
manage a dismal 10 percent.
The report paints a dire picture:
without the establishment of
1,000 new fast-track courts,
cases could languish
unresolved for years, and even
with all cxisling courts
operating, a rape or POCSO
case would need to be resolved
every three minutes to clear the
backlog within a year.

The report, unveiled at a i

high-profile workshop in New
Delhi, reveals that while the
disposal rate for rape and
POCSO cases 1n  courts
nationwide was a mere 10
percent in 2022, it soared to 94
percent in fast-track courts by
2023, This dramatic increase
underscores the critical need for

expanding the fast-track system.
The rr.:fort also suggests that the
unused Nirbhaya Fund, which
currently holds a staggering Rs
1,700 crore, could be utilized to
establish new courts and ensure
the smooth operation of existing
ones.

Bhuvan Ribhu, a prominent

child rights activist and founder
of Child Marmage Free India,
emphasized the pivotal role of
these courts in delivering swift
justice. He declared, *We are at
a crucial juncture. Setting up
1.000 new fast-track courts
within the next three years is
not just necessary—it’s
imperative. This moment calls
for a decisive policy shift to end
the agonizing wait for justice

| and restore accountability

within our judicial system.™

Rakesh Narayan, Director of

Yuva, echoed these sentiments,
highlighting the ongoing
struggles faced by victims and
their families. “Justice delayed 15
justice denied.” he asserted.
“The current system is failing
our children and therr families,
The evidence is clear: more fast-

track courts are essential for
providing timely justice and
ending the endless wait.”

The report's findings are both
alarming and urgent. It predicts
that settling the 2,02,175
pending cases of rape and
POCSO  will require an
estimated three years. However,
if no new cases are added and
each case is resolved every three
minutes, the backlog could be
cleared within a year. The
existing 1,023 special fast-track
courts have already proven their
effectiveness, disposing of
214,463 cases out of 4,16,638
since their inception. Yet, the
disparity between states is stark,
with Maharashtra and Punjab
leading with high disposal mtes.
while West Bengal lags at a mere
2 percent. (w/nkm)




Religious leaders take the lead in preventing child marriages

No child marriage this Akshaya Tritiya, says D|rector Rakesh Narayan

Mail News Service

Seraikela, Apr 30: In a groundbreak-
ing initiative to prevent child marmages in
the district, the civil society organization
"Yuva', working under the national net-
work “Just Rights for Children (JRC)',
has launched a widespread awareness
campaign among religious leaders of var-
ious faiths. This campaign, timed around
Akshaya Tritiya and the peak wedding
season, has received overwhelming su
port from priests, clerics, and pastors who
officiate marriages i the region.

Rakesh Narayan, Director of Yuva,
expressed gratitude and amazement at the
level of support received from the reli-
orous community. “We are overwhelmed
by their cooperation. This Akshaya
Tritiya, not a single child marriage should
take place in the district,” he asserted. The
initiative stems from the understanding
that no child marrage can be solemnized
without the involvement of a religious
officiant. By engaging this key group, the
campaign has made significant strides.
Many temples and mosques in the district
now display signs clearly stating that
child marnages will not be allowed.

This effort 15 part of JRC's broader
‘Child Marriage-Free India’ campaign,
which aims to eliminate child marnages
nationwide by 2030. JRC, through legal
intervention and grassroots activism,
operates in 416 districts and has a net-
wark of over 250 civil society organiza-
tions. It has already helped prevent more
than two lakh child marriages and secured

pledges from over five crore citizens

against the practice. In the year 2023-24
alone, Yuva, in collaboration with the
local administration, successfully pre-
vented 321 child marriages in the district.

The campaign is guided by the compre-
hensive strategy outlined in JRC founder
Bhuvan Ribhu's book “When Children
Have Children: Tipping Point to End
Child Marriage.” Rakesh Narayan
emphasized that awareness about the

legal consequences of child marriage 15
sill lacking. Under the Prohibition of
Child Marmage Act (PCMA), 2006, any
involvement mn child marriage—includ-

ing services provided by caterers, decora- |
tors, musicians, venue owners, and even |
priests and clerics—can result in up to |

two years of imprisonment and fines,

Narayan also highlighted that child |
marriage often amounts to child rape |
under the Protection of Children from |
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, as any !
sexual relationship with a girl under I8, |

even within marnage, 1s considered statu-
tory rape. “We made religious leaders
understand that child mamage is essen-
tially institutionalized abuse,”

underage marnage.”

Yuva believes that if the religious com-
munity continues to refuse participation |
in such weddings, child marriage can be |

eliminated almost overnight. “Their

unexpected yet wholehearted support |
that Seraikela will soon

gives us hog
become a child mamage-free distrct,”

Narayan added. (w/nkm)

he sawd. !
“Today. priests and clerics not only sup- |
port the campaign but are also taking |
active pledges to refuse to solemnize any |
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