Thousand Oaks California

rerting Eifty ¥ ¢ of
ating FiJty Year J

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

1 : COVERPAGE

2 : COo-PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

3 : ANNUAL FALL BREAKFAST

4 : ANNUAL FALL BREAKFAST

5 : ANNUAL FALL BREAKFAST

6 : SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

7 : SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

8 : SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

9 : SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

10 : SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

11 : SPEECH & TECH TREK

12 : SPEECH & TECH TREK

13 : BooKs BY AAUW FELLOWS

& GRANTS

‘ OAK TWwWIG
- X ) AUTUMN 2021
PAGE O1




CO-PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE - PEGGY BUCKLES
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As we head into fall, my co-president, Diane Birchman and | would like our focus for the coming
year to be voting rights and social justice for those people whose voting rights are being
curtailed or eliminated across our country. We feel this reflects the AAUW mission of equity for all.
Last year we celebrated the centennial of women’s right to vote. But history teaches us that not
all women were allowed to vote after the 19th Amendment became law in 1920. In fact, black
men and women were effectively barred from voting until 1965 when the Voting Rights Act
passed. Jim Crow laws and intimidation kept most people of color away from the polls before
that.

After the Voting Rights Act, many more people of all races registered and voted. However, in
2013, the Supreme Court ruled in Shelby vs. Holder that it was unconstitutional to require states
with a history of voter discrimination to seek federal approval before changing their election laws.
After the highly contested 2020 election, states have written over 400 new laws regarding voting
which makes it harder for people of color to vote. We cannot let that happen to our fellow citizens.
As Americans, we need to work for the right of all citizens to vote in free and fair elections.

We are planning to invite speakers on current topics and to have a panel discussion to help us
understand what is happening here and abroad and what we can do about these issues. We will
be asking you to team up with the League of Women Voters to register local high school students
to vote and to work at the polls. Our hope is that we can meet in person and that you will join us
for these presentations as well as our outings, book groups, breakfast and lunch get-togethers,
and the annual holiday party. We enjoy seeing and talking to each of you and would like to hear
what is going on in your lives.
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Saturday, October 16, 2021 9:00 am to 11:30 am
Check in opens at 8:30 am, program starts promptly at 9:00 am

Los Robles Greens 299 S. Moorpark Rd. Thousand Oaks

Registration— Early Bird Registration- $35 if received by September 30th
$40 if received after October st

All registrations due by October 10th

Register and pay online at:

https://aauwthousandoaks.com/store/ols/categories/fall-membership-event

Proudly introducing our featured speaker for our Fall Breakfast:
Maricela Morales

Executive Director

§ Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)

Throughout the month of September until the Fall Breakfast we will be collecting items
for foster teenagers to be donated to James Storehouse. You may drop off beforehand or
bring with you to Fall Breakfast. Please see attached flyer for specific needs and details.

We will be REQUIRING all attendees to show

proof of vaccination upon arrival.

Proof of
vaccination
Masks are to be worn with the exception of eating times.

If you do not have online access, please print this form and send with your

check to: AAUW TO PO. Box 4223, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359
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Package #1: Boat Trip (est. value $550)

-FOUR TICKETS FOR WILDLIFE BOAT TOUR OFANACAPA ISLAND
-$200 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO MARGARITA VILLE RESTAURANT

- URBAN ADVENTURES DAY TRIP.BAG

-BINOCULARS

-CALIFORNIA'S CHANNEL/SLANDS (BOOK)

-BARON HERZOG CABERNET SAUVIGNON 20,18 WINE
-GOURMET SNACKS FORTHE BOAT

-ADDITIONAL GOODIES TBD

Rackage #2: Road Trip {est. value $550)

w-FOURTICKETS TO SANTA BARBARA BOTANICAL GARDENS
#5200 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO STELLA MARE'S RESTAURANT
- FITTED WITH SERVICE FOR FOUR COLLAPSIBLE PICNIC HAMPER
-THE CALIFORNIA GARDEN TOUR (BOOK)
-SANTA BARBARA WINERY 2019 CHARDONNAY WINE
-SANTA BARBARA POINSETTIA PLANT
-GOURMET SNACKS FOR THE HAMPER
-ADDITIONAL GOODIES TBD
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UNITY BOOK GROUP

The next book forthright Unity Book Group will be The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by
Kim Richardson. Shoshana Brower recently wrote an excellent review of this work for the
newsletter of the Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library. She highly
recommended the book. Here is a brief synopsis:

The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything—everything except
books, that is. Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, Troublesome's got
its very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter.

Cussy's not only a book woman, however, she's also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of
blue unlike most anyone else.

Not everyone is keen on Cussy's family or the Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for
any whiff of trouble. If Cussy wants to bring the joy of books to the hill folks, she's going to
have to confront prejudice as old as the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler.

Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky
Pack Horse library service of the 1930s, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of
raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's belief that books can carry us anywhere—even
back home

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE

AAUW is not a political organization, but that does not mean that we don’t take stands on
issues that affect the lives of those in our community and beyond. In fact the national AAUW
office for Public Policy sends out updates and suggested actions every month or more. So if
you are concerned about things that we can do to make our world a better place for all,
please join our Public Policy Committee. We will have monthly

meetings and sponsor programs and activities.

Contact Betty Stapleford at bstaple4d@gmail.com to find out how you can be a part of this
importantwork.
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http://www.etsy/shops/larglassworks

SPEECH TREK & TECH TREK /X &e

SPEECH TREK
EXCITING NEWS!

The Board of Directors of AAUW Thousand Oaks is proud to announce that we will be
participating in a new program this year. AAUW California offers a Speech Trek Program,
which is a speech contest for high school students.

In February, our branch will sponsor a local contest and cash prizes will be awarded to the top
three winners. The highest winner will be eligible for entry in the statewide contest.
Look for more details in upcoming Oak Twigs and other eNews from us.

TECH TREK

The three sessions of Virtual STEM TECH TREK Camp 2021 were completed by early August
and the reports plus evaluations came back with exceptionally positive reviews. The four
campers from our branch, Ana Chou, Greceldy Hau, Lene Nagorsen and Alyssa Hunnicutt all
had an amazing time completing all requirements for their robotics based project.

In addition, we were very luck to have three Tech Trek alumni who volunteered as Junior
Counselors, Mariana Sierra (three sessions,) Sydney Bandejas (two sessions,) and Swasinya
Jayarmar (one session). Without the help of these former campers, the virtual camp would
never have been successful!

To celebrate the end of summer and enjoy ice cream and goodies, AAUW TO hosted three of
our seven girls at a pool party at the home of Vera King. Thank you to Vera of course, but also
to our Tech Trek helpers for providing the enjoyable “goodies” including: Melanie
Weerasinghe, Peggie Buckles, Barb Owens, Betty Stapleford, Susan Fagan, Joan Edwards
and Nancy Taylor-Walker.

More information will be available at the Oct 16 Breakfast about how you can help support

Tech Trek 2022! If you have any questions or would like to make a fully tax deductible
contribution, please contact Sally Hibbitts.
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Dripping wet, but very cool Greceldy Greceldy and Peggy, who is ObV'OUSIV
Hau, Sydney Bandejas, Ana Chou having a relaxing time!

Our hungry 9'”3' Greceldy and Ana demonstrating thelr
robotic hats complete with micro
processors, lights, moving parts, plus lots of
creativity!
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