
1 
 

Series: “The Politics of Heaven and Earth” 

Message # 3 “The Mystery of Iniquity is Already at Work in the Church” 

2 Thessalonians 2: 1-8 // June 3, 2020 

 

I. The Mystery of Lawlessness Is Already at Work 
a. Lawlessness already at work in the Church 

1. The tares among the wheat 
2. In the worldly church 

(a) Lot epitomizes the worldly/carnal Christian – Gen.13,14, 18, 19 
(b) Wolves in sheep clothing – Matt. 7:15 
(c) Disguised as angels of light - 2 Cor. 11:14 

b. Lawlessness at work from the fall of Adam – Gen. 3:1ff. 
1. Lawlessness/iniquity – willful rebellion against God in the spirit of the 

“kosmos” 
2. The mystery is hidden from the kosmos-man and revealed to the 

righteous i.e. the true ekkclesia and hagios – church and saints 
3. Kosmos man seeks to break the bands of God’s authority – Psalm 2:2-

3 
4. Only God can restrain the lawlessness and explain it – Jer. 17:9-10 

c. The Devil has dominion of the earth – Luke 4:6 
1. Satan offered the power and the kingdoms of this world to Jesus – 

Luke 4:5-7 
2. The Devil seeks a demon-dominated world as in the pre-flood era – 

Genesis 6: (5) 11-12 
(a) This pre-flood era lawlessness seen as “a golden-age of man” 
(b) Man threw off God’s rule – Psalm 2:2-3 
(c) Kosmos man cannot SEE the truth it remains hidden “a mystery to 

man” 
(d) This lawlessness is demon inspired and man executed 
(e) The mystery of lawlessness is a “political hierarchy” of men and 

demons – demonic controlled end result is the goal 
II. “Churches” Become the ‘Synagogues of Satan’ 

a. Revelation 2:9; 3:9 
b. Worldly churches spew forth “doctrines of demons” – 1 Timothy 4:1 

1. Carnal in nature 
2. Façade of “Christianity” 

c. Men come and go but the demon spirits continue using men 
1. The lawlessness grows stronger and stronger – Matt. 24:12 
2. Today a deluge of “propaganda” 
3. Three types of people “hear” this propaganda in the world today: 

(a) Those who are afraid 
(b) Those who don’t know enough to be afraid 
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(c) Those who know the truth – Bible, God’s Word 
d. Hegelian dialectic 

(a) Create a problem 
(b) Anticipate the reaction 
(c) Offer the solution 

e. The schemes of man still achieve the designs of God 
f. The children of wrath dead in sin can be made alive in Christ – Ephesians 

2:2-7 


