
1 
 

Series: “The Politics of Heaven and Earth” 
Message # 2 Part 2 “A Worldly Church in a Churchy World” 

John 17:9-20 // May 27, 2020 

 

I. The World and the Church Have Different Desires 

a. The world glories in their shame – Phil. 3:19 

1. The world says fulfill all your lusts, appetites, and desires 

2. The world enslaved by their lust’s “sin” 

3. The world filled with pride over that which is shameful 

b. The church’s desires are different than the world’s desires 

1. The saints don’t live according to their lustful desires 

2. The saints have experienced conversion – which makes them unique 

3. The saints have experienced the new birth – a supernatural miracle 

from God 

(a) Change happens - “become a new creation” 

(b) Something within us that was not there before – 2 Cor. 5:17 

c. Self- love of the world versus sacrificial love of Christ in the church 

1. World characterized by love of the world – 1 John 2:15 

2. Church characterized by love of God – 1 John 5:3; Mark 12:30 

3. World and the Church have different directions with different loves 

II. The Church and the World Have Different Values 

a. The world “minds earthly things” – Phil. 3:19b 

1. Conversations are “earthly” and self-absorbed 

2. Concentrate on worldly activities with the exclusion of God 

3. The days of Noah and Lot – focus was on “earthly” things and the 

neglect of eternal Godly things - Luke 17:28 

b. The Church’s mind/heart on the eternal invisible realities  

1. Abraham willingly gave Lot the choice - Heb. 11:16 

2. Moses rejected Egypt’s treasures and power – Heb. 11:27 

3. The people of the Church the “hagios” don’t have to always win, 

always come in first, our victory is already won in Christ alone 

III. The Church and the World Have Different Destinations 

a. The world’s final destination – lake of fire (destruction) – Phil. 3:19 

b. The Church’s final destination – glory/heaven – Phil. 3:20 

1. Glorified body 

2. Glorified soul and spirit 

3. Transformed into the likeness of Christ – 1 John 3:2 

(a) Then we shall SEE God 

(b) But not until we’re transformed into an “incorruptible body” – 1 

Corinthians 15:52; 1 Peter 1:4 

IV. The Church and the World and Permanency  

a. The “citizens” of heaven have NO permanent tragedy 

1. Troubles and tragedies yes – but none are permanent 
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2. Our home is eternal not made with hands, in heaven 

3. Job experienced tragic loss, but it was not permanent 

4. The “saints” KNOW eternity is coming and trust God’s promises 

b. The “citizens” of the world there is NO permanent victory 

1. Even if they amass great fortune and/or power – Matt. 16:26 

2. Worldly victories are all temporary “vaporous”  

c. The world and the Church have two different permanent homes 

1. Heaven – for all believers  

2. Lake of Fire (Hell) – for all Christ-rejecters 

(a) Access to heaven – Jesus only, Cross 

(b) Access to hell – reject Christ and the Cross 

 

Message # 3 / “The Mystery of Iniquity is Already at Work in the Church” 


