
 Tropical Sod Webworms 

 What Are Tropical Sod Webworms? 
 The tropical sod webworm is a warm season lawn caterpillar found in the 

 southeastern United States and other tropical areas. The larvae, or 

 caterpillars, are destructive pests of warm season turf grasses, like St. 

 Augustine, bermuda, and zoysia grasses. The first four larval stages only feed 

 on the upper part of the grass blades, so the damage is often overlooked, but 

 mature sod webworms can chew entire sections off the leaf blade, quickly 

 making a lawn look like it was scalped. 

 Mature sod webworms are 3/4” to 1” long and grayish-green in color. They 

 feed at night and then curl up and hide on the soil surface during the day. 

 The adult stage of the tropical sod webworm is a tan moth with a 3/4” to 1” 

 wingspan. The moths themselves do not cause damage, but they lay eggs on 

 the grass blades during the night. 



 Identifying a Tropical Sod Webworm Infestation 
 Some initial signs of a tropical sod webworm problem are patches of turf that 

 are shorter and lighter green than the rest of the lawn, or the presence of tan 

 moths that fly up out of the grass when disturbed. If you inspect your lawn 

 closely, parting the grass in the affected areas, you may notice signs of 

 chewing or scraping resulting in ragged-looking blades of grass, thinning 

 grass, and an increase in weeds. You might even find the sod webworm larvae 

 curled up on the soil surface. 

 Identifying a sod webworm problem can be difficult because the damage they 

 cause is subtle. However, if left too long without being managed, the 

 caterpillars can eat all the way down to the stolons and you may be left with 

 brown, dead patches in your lawn. It’s important to keep an eye on your lawn 

 and pay attention to subtle changes that may occur before the damage 

 becomes advanced. 














