
Ohio Revised Code Sections
Related to Political Party Central Committees and Boards of Elections

ORC 3517.02  Controlling Committee member elections and bylaws
All members of controlling committees of a major political party shall be elected by direct vote of the members of the party, except 
as otherwise provided in section 3517.05 of the Revised Code. Their names shall be placed upon the official ballot, and,
notwithstanding division (B) of section 3513.23 of the Revised Code, the persons receiving the highest number of votes for
committeepersons shall be the members of those controlling committees. Each member of a controlling committee shall be a 
resident and qualified elector of the district, ward, or precinct that the member is elected to represent. All members of controlling 
committees of a minor political party shall be determined in accordance with party rules. 

Each political party shall file with the office of the secretary of state a copy of its constitution and bylaws, if any, within thirty days 
of adoption or amendment. Each party shall also file with the office of the secretary of state a list of members of its controlling
committees and other party officials within thirty days of their election or appointment.

ORC 3517.03  Central Committee districts, terms, executive and other committees
The controlling committees of each major political party or organization shall be a state central committee consisting of two
members, one a man and one a woman, representing either each congressional district in the state or each senatorial district in the 
state, as the outgoing committee determines; a county central committee consisting of one member from each election precinct in 
the county, or of one member from each ward in each city and from each township in the county, as the outgoing committee
determines; and such district, city, township, or other committees as the rules of the party provide.

All the members of such committees shall be members of the party and shall be elected for terms of either two or four years, as 
determined by party rules, by direct vote at the primary held in an even-numbered year. Except as otherwise provided in section 
3517.02 of the Revised Code, candidates for election as state central committee members shall be elected at primaries in the same 
manner as provided in sections 3513.01 to 3513.32 of the Revised Code for the nomination of candidates for office in a county. 
Candidates for election as members of the county central committee shall be elected at primaries in the same manner as
provided in those sections for the nomination of candidates for county offices, except as otherwise provided in sections 3513.051 
and 3517.02 of the Revised Code.

Each major party controlling committee shall elect an executive committee that shall have the powers granted to it by the party 
controlling committee, and provided to it by law. When a judicial, senatorial, or congressional district is comprised of more than 
one county, the chairperson and secretary of the county central committee from each county in that district shall constitute the
judicial, senatorial, or congressional committee of the district. When a judicial, senatorial, or congressional district is included 
within a county, the county central committee shall constitute the judicial, senatorial, or congressional committee of the district.

ORC 3517.04  Organizational Meeting of State and County Central Committees
The members-elect of each major political party state central committee shall, except as otherwise provided in this section, meet 
following the declaration of the results by the boards of elections of the election of members of the state central committees, at a 
suitable place and time to be designated by the retiring chairman of the committee in accordance with party rules. In the case of a 
county central committee, the meeting shall be held not earlier than six nor later than fifteen days following the declaration of the 
results by the board of elections of the election of members of county central committees in that county. Notice of any meeting held 
pursuant to this section, giving the place and time, shall be sent to each member-elect by the retiring secretary of the committee by 
mail and a copy of the notice shall be posted in the office of the secretary of state or board of elections, as the case may be, at least 
five days prior to any such meeting. The meeting shall be called to order by the retiring chairman or secretary or if there is no such
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officer, or if such officer is absent, then by a member of such committee designated by the secretary of state in the case of the state 
committees, and by a member of the board of elections of the same political party, designated by the board, in the case of county 
committees. A temporary chairman and secretary shall be chosen and the committee shall proceed to organize by the election of a 
chairman, vice-chairman, treasurer, secretary, and such other officers as the rules provide.

ORC 3517.05  Dates of beginning and end of terms; filling vacancies; disputes
All party committees, the selection of which is provided for in sections 3517.02 and 3517.03 of the Revised Code, shall, except as 
otherwise provided in this section, serve until the date of the organizational meeting provided for in section 3517.04 of the
Revised Code. A county central committee shall serve until the sixth day after the date of the declaration of the results by the board 
of elections of the primary election in that county. In case of vacancies caused by death, resignation, failure to elect, or removal 
from the precinct, ward, township, or district from which a committeeman was chosen, the controlling committee or, if authorized, 
the executive committee shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term by a majority vote of the members of such committee.

If more than one organized group claims to be the rightful county central or executive committee, each such group shall file a list 
of its officers and members as provided in section 3517.06 of the Revised Code, and the board of elections with which such lists are 
filed shall certify them to the state central committee of the party concerned. The state central committee shall meet within thirty 
days after receipt of such certification and forthwith determine and certify which committee shall be recognized as the rightful 
county central or executive committee.

ORC 3501.07  Recommendation of Board of Elections Members by County Parties
At a meeting held not more than sixty nor less than fifteen days before the expiration date of the term of office of a member of the 
board of elections, or within fifteen days after a vacancy occurs in the board, the county executive committee of the major
political party entitled to the appointment may make and file a recommendation with the secretary of state for the appointment of 
a qualified elector. The secretary of state shall appoint such elector, unless the secretary of state has reason to believe that the elector 
would not be a competent member of such board. In such cases the secretary of state shall so state in writing to the chairperson of 
such county executive committee, with the reasons therefor, and such committee may either recommend another elector or may 
apply for a writ of mandamus to the supreme court to compel the secretary of state to appoint the elector so recommended. In such 
action the burden of proof to show the qualifications of the person so recommended shall be on the committee making the
recommendation. If no such recommendation is made, the secretary of state shall make the appointment.

If a vacancy on the board of elections is to be filled by a minor political party, authorized officials of that party may within fifteen 
days after the vacancy occurs recommend a qualified person to the secretary of state for appointment to such vacancy.

ORC 3501.06  Appointment and terms of Board of Elections Members
(A) There shall be in each county of the state a board of elections consisting of four qualified electors of the county, who shall be 
appointed by the secretary of state, as the secretary’s representatives.
 
(B)(1) On the first day of March in the years 2014 and 2016, the secretary of state shall appoint two of such board members for a 
term of three years. One of those board members shall be from the political party which cast the highest number of votes for the
office of governor at the most recent regular state election, and the other shall be from the political party which cast the next
highest number of votes for the office of governor at such election.

(2) Beginning in 2017, on the first day of March in odd-numbered years, the secretary of state shall appoint two of such board 
members for a term of four years. One of those board members shall be from the political party which cast the highest number of 
votes for the office of governor at the most recent regular state election, and the other shall be from the political party which cast 
the next highest number of votes for the office of governor at such election. Thereafter, all appointments shall be made on the first 
day of March in odd-numbered years for a term of four years.

(C) All vacancies filled for unexpired terms and all appointments to new terms shall be made from the political party to which the 
vacating or outgoing member belonged, unless
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