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Cracking the ConchCracking the Conch

First, a hammer is used to “crack” a First, a hammer is used to “crack” a 
hole in the top of the shell.  hole in the top of the shell.  

Then a screwdriver or a knife is Then a screwdriver or a knife is 
inserted through the hole to cut away inserted through the hole to cut away 
the muscle from the shell.the muscle from the shell.
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Removing From ShellRemoving From Shell

Once the muscle is detached, the conch can slowly be Once the muscle is detached, the conch can slowly be 
pulled from the shell.  pulled from the shell.  
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External AnatomyExternal Anatomy

OperculumOperculum

EyestalkEyestalk

MantleMantle

FootFoot

ProboscisProboscis

VergeVerge
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Sexual DifferentiationSexual Differentiation

VergeVerge (Male)(Male)

Egg Groove Egg Groove 
(Female)(Female)
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Left Side Anatomy (Female)Left Side Anatomy (Female)

Columnar Columnar 
MuscleMuscle

Right Anterior Right Anterior 
Digestive GlandDigestive Gland

KidneyKidney

Digestive Digestive 
GlandGland

OvariesOvaries
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Right Side Anatomy (Male)Right Side Anatomy (Male)

Seminal Seminal 
GrooveGroove

Posterior Posterior 
AortaAorta

StomachStomach

Tom Smoyer, HBOI



End of SnoutEnd of Snout

LipLip

RadulaRadula

Dorsal Dorsal 
FoldFold
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StomachStomach

Crystalline StyleCrystalline Style

Dorsal FoldDorsal Fold

Posterior Posterior 
RidgeRidge

Anterior Anterior 
RidgeRidge

Posterior Area of Posterior Area of 
Loose SkinLoose Skin
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View of KidneyView of Kidney

Efferent Efferent 
Renal VeinRenal Vein

Afferent Afferent 
Renal Renal 
VeinVein

Rectal Rectal 
SinusSinus NephridialNephridial

GlandGland

Right Anterior Right Anterior 
Digestive GlandDigestive Gland
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View of View of CtenidiumCtenidium

CtenidiumCtenidium
(Gills)(Gills)

Anal Anal 
PorePore

Egg Egg 
GrooveGroove
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End ProductsEnd Products

Intestines Intestines 
and and 

LeftoversLeftovers

Crystalline StyleCrystalline Style
FootFootSkin from Skin from 

FootFoot
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