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Practical Driving Test Guide

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems 

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) technologies are increasingly common in new model vehicles and are designed to improve vehicle and road safety and to help drivers with certain driving tasks. 

Common ADAS technology functions include the following:
· Warning functions (e.g. blind spot warning, parking warning).
· Vehicle control functions (e.g. hill start assist, lane centring assistance).
· Convenience functions (e.g. cruise control, active parking assistance).

The Q-SAFE Manual has been updated to include guidance for how ADAS technologies can be used in on-road driver testing. The key updates are as follows:

· Enable learner drivers to take the practical driving test in a vehicle with ADAS technology and most ADAS features can be enabled during the test.
· Prohibit some ADAS features from being enabled during the test if they mask a driver’s ability to safely control their vehicle (for example, adaptive cruise control).
· Reaffirm the procedures for assessing driver competency (for example, the importance of mirror and shoulder checking without the assistance of ADAS technology).
ADAS Functions:
Some ADAS functions are not permitted for use during the on-road driving test. However, for safety and logistical reasons, ADAS functions do not need to be 'turned off' prior to the test commencing.

1. Prohibited ADAS functions must not be used.

2. Prohibited ADAS functions do not need to be turned off.

For a full list of permitted and prohibited ADAS functions please refer to the Appendix
Test Preliminaries:
A new sentence has been added to the 'Message from the DE' page (Q-SAFE Section 3.2). 
As you are the driver of the vehicle you will be required to demonstrate that you are able to operate the vehicle competently and safely, without the assistance of Advanced Driver Assist Systems technology – for example, Cruise Control, Active Driving Assist, Lane Centring Assist, Park Assist and Speed Assist.
Scoring Criteria:
New Critical and Non-Critical Driving Errors (CDE and NCDE) have been added to the 'Ancillary Controls' criteria (Q-SAFE Section 6.4.1.1). 
     CDE: 
Uses an ADAS function which has prevented the driver from 



demonstrating their ability to operate the vehicle competently and 


safely, without the assistance of ADAS technology.

     CDE: 
Fails to take action in response to an ADAS warning where safety 


is compromised. 
  NCDE: 
Makes a minor adjustment in response to an ADAS warning where 

safety was not compromised.
Additional notes for when to mark these errors are outlined in the Q-SAFE Manual.
	Key Takeaway

	Assessment of driver competency hasn't changed. In all circumstances, the driver will need to demonstrate their ability to operate the vehicle competently and safely, without the assistance of ADAS technology.


Appendix
The below list of ADAS functions will be updated on an ad hoc basis. To request for an ADAS function to be added to the list, please contact your Senior Advisor (Driver Assessment) for assistance. Additional information about each ADAS function is located on the Austroads - Advanced Driver Assistance Systems: Practical Driver Testing Guideline on the Austroads website at AP-G101-22 | Austroads.
	ADAS Function
	Permitted for Testing

	Warning Functions
	

	Forward Collision Warning (FCW)
	scans the road ahead and alerts drivers of an impending crash
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	Pedestrian, Cyclist & Obstacle Warning (PCOW)
	alerts when a pedestrian, cyclist, or obstacle has been detected
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	Rear Collision Warning (RCW)
	scan for objects and alerts the driver if an object is behind the vehicle
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	Blind Spot Warning (BSW)
	warns of other vehicles driving in a blind spot
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	Rear Cross Traffic Warning (RCtW)
	warns if a vehicle, pedestrians, or cyclists, are in the reversing path
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	Lane Departure Warning (LDWW)
	alerts when the driver is drifting out of their lane
	
[image: image6]
	

	Parking Warning (PW)
	alerts of the position of objects around the vehicle as they park
	
[image: image7]
	

	Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) – Warning
	alerts the driver to the road's speed limit
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	Primary Safety Vehicle Control Functions
	

	Hill Start Assist (HSA)
	prevents the vehicle rolling back when starting on a hill
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	Automatic Emergency Braking (AEB)
	senses slowing, stopped or stationery objects and applies the brakes
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	Reverse Automatic Emergency Braking (RAEB)
	senses obstacle or hazard behind the vehicle and applies the brakes
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	Lane Keeping Assistance (LKA)
	helps return the vehicle to its lane if it drifts out
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	Automatic Emergency Steering (AES)
	steers the vehicle away from a potential collision
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	Lane Centring Assistance (LCA)
	helps keep a vehicle centred in the middle of the lane of travel
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	Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) – Adaptive
	alerts the driver to the road's speed limit and restricts vehicle's speed
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	Convenience Vehicle Control Functions
	

	Cruise Control (CC) and Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC)
	maintain a vehicle’s speed at a maximum level set by the driver
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	Active Parking Assistance (APA)
	guides the vehicle into a parking space
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	Active Driving Assistance (ADA)
	takes control of driving for short periods, also known as 'autopilot',
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