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Dedication
rowing up as a '70s

baby, I experienced a

pivotal  time in v
American history—on the heels of
the Civil Rights movement, a b
period of change and great hope
for black and brown people. Like many other young black
men, I grew up without my biological father, Ronald
Ferguson, whom I only met once at the age of eight. However,
it was God’s plan for my maternal grandfather to take me in
at just two months old and shape my life into the man I am
today.
My grandfather was the late Dr. Joseph C. Coats,
Sr. What a blessing it was as he was a prominent Baptist
Minister who transformed a small Church plant of roughly 40
members and, under his leadership, became a thriving mega-

church of about 5,000 members during the peak of his

ministry in Miami Florida.



He retired in 1997 after 30 years of faithful service at
Glendale Baptist Church in Miami, FL. So strong was his
legacy across the nation that more than two decades after his
passing, at the mention of his name, people from that
era still speak well of him and long for the days of his
leadership.

I have often felt a connection to the story of Moses,
who, as a baby, was placed in a basket in the river near the
Egyptian Pharoah's sister’s home. She took Moses in, and he
became family.

He was used by God in the history of ancient Israel to
deliver them from bondage inthe story of the
Exodus. Similarly, my grandfather took me in and gave me all
he had—most importantly, his name. It is a name and legacy
that I have been proud of, and I have made it my mission to
honor it throughout my life. God has seen fit to call me to the
gospel ministry, and His hand of favor has been on my life. I

believe all of this is connected.



And in honor of  the faithfulness of
my late grandfather, I am also blessed to have a fantastic
wife, Archalena Coats, and three loving children, Patrick II
(PJ), Joy, and Faith. While I feel very blessed to bear a good
name, it has come with its challenges, but I have learned that
God’s grace is sufficient in all things. I dedicate this book to
my late grandfather, Dr. Joseph C. Coats, to my wonderful
bride of more than thirty-one years, and three incredible
children, but also to my deceased friend, James Melton, Jr.,
and paternal big brother Dr. John Isham Payne Jr., who has

encouraged me to share my story with the world.



Foreword

Reverend Patrick D. Coats is a generational man of
faith whose life work is to spread the true and living word of
God. His courage and unwavering belief in his purpose, paired
with his extensive biblical knowledge, grants him unique
indisputable abilities to motivate, counsel, encourage, pastor,
and touch lives in a transformative way. I have come to know
him as a master communicator, both verbally and
nonverbally. Fortified with the spirit of God and a deep love
for his savior, Jesus Christ, the visual sermons gained from
observing the way he lives his life are louder than the audible
sermons he delivers. His message and contagious spirit
resonate deep in your mind, and heart long after his presence
is no longer nearby.

The Curse of a Good Name is Reverend Patrick D. Coats
freshman offering to the world and is sure to inspire,
enlighten, and inform! This book provides eye-opening
spiritual context about the power of a name and is a delicate

constructed fabric of storytelling infused with biblical
Vi



knowledge, serving as the glue that holds the entire book
together.

This book has no limitation of genre and provides
major takeaways for all walks of life. A one-of-a-kind body of
work that is sure to bless all who reads it! A must-have in your

spiritual kit bag!

~DR. JOHN I. PAYNE JR., author,
You May Not Be Who You Think You Are!
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