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Major Michael John Brooks Edgar 1943 — 2025 

John Edgar died on the morning of 6th October at his home, Hayes, at the 
top of Church Lane.  Born in India on Valentines Day, he came home at 
the end of the WW2 aged 2.  John joined the Lancashire Fusiliers, rising to 
the rank of Major and gave distinguished service, being mentioned in 
dispatches. On retirement he returned to Old Sodbury and engaged 
vigorously in village life.  In recent years John’s poor health hampered his 
involvement with the village and many who have recently come to Old 
Sodbury will not have had the pleasure of knowing John and his 
philanthropic support of the community from which we all continue to 
benefit.  John was passionate about Old Sodbury and chaired the Village Hall Committee for many years.  He gave 
generously to the Hall’s renovations and the owl carving.  He made a substantial contribution to restoring the 
church roof after the theft of lead. He supported community groups and this newsletter.  John held garden parties 
(he was an excellent cook) and hosted croquet on Sundays.  He supported the football club and would host the 
‘welcome home’ for the Sodbury Bikers. 
John had an extensive knowledge of the village history, supported by collections of ancient documents and maps.  
He was known to correct local authorities when they trampled on history, unearthing ancient bye-laws. He took 
pleasure in sharing information with all who asked and he wrote history books about the village and the church. 

Thank you, John, for giving so much to the village and to those who have, and have had, the privilege of living here.  

John stipulated in absolute terms that he would not have a funeral or any fuss.  His ashes are to be distributed in 
the Rose Garden at Hayes in a private ceremony.  Chris Anderson with thanks to Kevin Williams and Anne Charles-Myers. 

The 200 club  
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                A Personal Tribute by Mandy Williams 

It is with a heavy heart I share the news that  Major Edgar, 
whom everyone knew as John, recently passed away. He 
was a regular in the Dog pub for many years and anyone 
who knew John would tell you he was a real character and 
also remarkably generous, especially with local charities and 
his love for the village of Old Sodbury. 
Unfortunately John suffered with poor health for many 
years.  Recently those problems became more and more 
difficult to cope with and sadly John passed away peacefully 
in his beloved family home at Hayes. 
To try and write down everything John was, his character, 
his army career, the wonderful parties at Hayes and the 
Christmas dinners, and his generosity, would fill this 
newsletter a thousand times over.   
My own opinion of John, being his Housekeeper, Carer, 
Companion and above all friend for nearly 40 years is John 
was the kindest, generous, at times cantankerous, unique 
person I knew. It was a privilege to have known him and I 
will never forget what he has done for my family and myself. 
The last outing we had was a trip down to Brooks Close on 
Badminton Road, named after John’s family. John’s live-in carer 
Titi took some lovely photos.  

I would also like to say a huge thank you to the people who 

gave me flowers, cards and sent messages.  It really meant so 

much.   Mandy 
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PTFA/FOSSA    We’re looking forward to 
returning with our much-loved stall at the 
village Bonfire Night celebrations, where 
families can enjoy our fire pit experience, 
toast marshmallows, make their own 
s’mores, and pick up freshly spun candy 
floss, along with drinks and plenty of joy!  
Our Christmas Fair will take place at the 
school on Friday 29th November, 2–5pm. 
Join us for biscuit decorating, a festive 
disco, a visit from Santa, local stallholders, 
and delicious Jolly Hog hot dogs. It 
promises to be a warm and welcoming 
community afternoon. 

We continue to fundraise towards our 
new classroom, with plans now beginning 
to take shape. We are also delighted to 
share that we have recently been awarded 
an £800 grant from the Towns Trust to 
purchase new musical instruments for our 
pupils – a huge thank you for this 
generous support. 

And finally, keep an eye out in the new 

year for our “Challenge Me February” 

event, where children will be taking on 
personal challenges to raise further funds. 

We can’t wait to see what they come up 

with!  Emma Doney Old Sodbury PTFA 

OLD SODBURY SCHOOL 

We’ve had a wonderful start to the new academic year, welcoming 
15 new pupils to our lovely school and several new families to our 
community. The children have settled in brilliantly. They have been 
learning how to work together, share and take turns and what makes 
each of them special - including some fabulous self-portraits. 
Chestnut class enjoyed a trip 
to Bristol Zoo Project for 
their mission “What lives 
where?” They will learn to 
classify animals, learn about 
their diets & habitats as well 
as micro habitats local to us. 
Sycamore went to 
Slimbridge for their mission 
investigating where our 
water comes from.  They 
learnt about the water cycle, wetlands and states of matter. Oak 
class had an amazing time at their residential camp at PGL, enjoying 
all manner of fun activities including raft building, fencing, archery, 

laser tag and much more. They 
then did a presentation to parents 
in assembly showing us all what 
they did. The whole school had a 
beautiful Harvest service in church 
and we continue to thank the 
church for the use of their 
wonderful space to showcase these 
special events.   

Local parking issues 
We are mindful of ongoing parking issues around the school. I want 
to reassure you that the school is doing everything we can to 
address this by frequently using various different communication 
methods to remind parents to be considerate. But increasingly we 
are being contacted when the parking issue is caused by others 
including visitors to the church, walkers and even residents’ 
visitors. We will continue to address the issue as much as we can 
and work closely with the local community and law enforcement.   
Jenny Jackman 

Sodbury Short Mat Bowls Club Report November 2025 
Our Bowls Club continues to thrive despite a shortage of 

members.  We are delighted to welcome Lynne, a new member, 
but are very sorry that three of our regular players are leaving 

because of health issues and other circumstances. We wish them 
well.  A small group of committed members enjoy their games of 

short mat bowls and would be pleased to welcome visitors to 
these sessions on any Monday evening 6.15pm to 9pm. We will be 
holding our AGM on Monday 10th November when members will 

discuss Christmas celebrations and also ways to recruit new 
members. We look forward to another social event around 

Christmastime.          Sue Leah 

Anyone interested in joining us may contact Richard 01454 321323.  
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OLD SODBURY WI      We met on Wednesday 1st of October in the Village Hall, welcoming Gordon Young who 
provided us with an amazing insight into Bristol’s Blue Plaques. These commemorate people who lived or worked 
at a specific location in Bristol, giving some basic information about them and their connection with the site. 
Plaques are administered by the Bristol Civic Society to celebrate the well-known and not so well-known, whose 
contributions may have been overlooked, adding character and pride to the neighbourhood.  

Our book club meets monthly and we have been reading 'The Mermaid and Mrs Hancock', by Imogen Hermes 
Gowar.  Old Sodbury WI won the Skittles Tournament in July, and the Trophy was presented at our meeting. We 
also took 1st prize at the Hawkesbury Village Show in August, scoring 86/100. 

 Some members recently really enjoyed ‘Downton Abbey’ at the 
cinema. We are looking forward to lots of Christmas events 
including choir singing. We have many events already in the diary 
for the new year including a jigsaw race, barn dance, and walking 
tour. 

We celebrated the change of season with a Harvest Supper on 
Saturday 4th October. What a wonderful evening we had with a 
ploughman's supper, auction, quiz, and raffle. 

We meet on the first Wednesday of every month at Old Sodbury 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. If you would like to know more or attend, 
do get in touch. You would be most welcome. 

 Samantha Newick,  07534 930 630    wioldsodbury@gmail.com. 

Rev. Pauline Green 1929 – 2025 

Pauline Green’s life was 

celebrated on 17th 

September in a service at 

her beloved church in Old 
Sodbury.  

Pauline, with her husband 

Charles, came to the 

Sodbury Vale Benefice in 

1990 as deacon with special 

responsibility for St John’s, 

Old Sodbury.  She gave 

herself to the community, longing for children of families to 

discover the faith that had transformed her life.   In 1994, at 

Gloucester Cathedral, Pauline was ordained a priest just two 

months after the first woman in the UK was ordained in March 

1994.  She led youth groups camping in her garden, Sunday 
School and Sunday at Six for older children, along with family 

services.  Pauline subsequently devoted much time to helping 

and encouraging others to discover the same faith  by her links 

with the Meditation Group, the Together Group, Prayers for 

Mission, the Spirituality Network and in her role of Spiritual 

Director and Pastor.   

Pauline retired in 2000 but continued to lead services and 

preach at St John’s.  Pauline’s faith, kindness, compassion and 

generosity will have left an indelible mark on all who were 

blessed to have known her.  CA with thanks to Lynne Watts 

 

mailto:wioldsodbury@gmail.com
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Please send your news to Chris Anderson (07860 155528 or ca@chrisanderson.co.uk) or Michelle Dash Tel: 07955 170321   
THANK YOU TO ALL who have helped with this edition. Deadline for January edition is 15th December  WE WELCOME MORE CONTRIBUTORS   
For Village Hall bookings go to: https://oldsodburyvillagehall.com   Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed or implied in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the editor. Articles are accepted on the basis that they can be edited and they must not be anonymous. 

 

FOOTBALL CLUB  We were all saddened to hear that Major John Edgar had passed away.   

As a local, who was born a close neighbour to John, as secretary of the football club and one 

of the trustees of the field I enjoyed contact with him over many years.  As a Club we were 

very grateful that John  gave us exclusive use of the field and a long-term lease which enabled 

us to raise the money for and build our much-needed changing rooms on the ground and 

release space in the village hall.  Whenever we saw John, he was always most entertaining 

whether talking about village history or his favourite curry recipes. 

On to football.  The new look team has made an impressive start to the season and are top of the league having 

won their first four league games. The first game was an incredible 13-2 win against Cribbs A!  They next won 

against Hanham 5-0 with goals scored by five different players.  The GFA cup started with a 4-0 lead in the first 

half, Wessex then equalised and Ben Jones scored the winner 5 minutes from time. 

In the Prem cup the club had a convincing win 4-2 against CribbsA scored by four different players.  At the next 
game against unbeaten AEK, Old Sodbury excelled winning 3-1 with Charlie Davis scoring a hat trick and full back 

Jack Boulton being awarded man of the match. 

In the first half of home game against Bedminster the teams were even with Adam Blue scoring from a penalty 

close to half time. Josh Field and Will Bennet took the score on to 3-0. Both teams’ goal keepers were awarded 

man of the match.  In front of 80 supporters in the GFA cup our village team put an end to Iron Acton ’s unbeaten 

record dominating the game with the winning goal 1-0 scored by Callum Cooper. 

Well done lads and a massive thank you to Southern Plasticad for support and encouragement.  Laurence Walker 

Church clock Restored 

Thanks to Chris Cooper’s 
perseverance the clock has 
at last been restored so 
that both faces now show 
the correct time.  An 
accumulation of dirt was 
found to have jammed the 
shaft to the hands on the 
south face.  We now look 
forward to many years of 
trouble free operation. 

It’s a Mast Year 
There’s been an abundance of fruit, berries and nuts this year. 

That’s because it’s a Mast Year, nature's ingenious way of 
ensuring the next generation of trees.  Instead of fruiting every 

year, trees conserve energy and release a massive crop all at 
once every few years. This strategy, known as predator 

satiation, overwhelms animals like squirrels and mice, leaving a 
surplus of seeds to grow into new saplings. It causes a ripple 
effect throughout the entire ecosystem. Small mammals and 
birds thrive on the abundance of food, which in turn benefits 

predators like foxes and owls. Scientists believe it's a 
combination of cues, weather and other signals that enable 

trees across vast landscapes to act in unison.         Andy Sage-Bell 

https://oldsodburyvillagehall.com

