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I. MISSION STATEMENT
Creating a healthy, thriving environment is the primary goal of the Bethel Local Development Corporation (BLDC). Operating as a strategic partner to the municipality, the BLDC catalyzes the economic vitality of the Town of Bethel through Smart Growth and Sustainable Development. We serve to lessen the burdens of government by managing complex infrastructure, real estate, and grant-funded projects while dedicatedly increasing the number and quality of jobs available to our residents by attracting innovative new businesses and supporting the expansion of existing local enterprises.
A core pillar of our mission is the persistent pursuit of public and private grants and the strategic administration of re-grants and programs to businesses and not-for-profit organizations, ensuring that financial resources and technical support are accessible to those driving our local economy. We believe that true economic success is inseparable from the collective well-being of our community; therefore, we prioritize the stewardship of public parks, inclusive playgrounds, and recreational trails—such as the Forest Reserve at Smallwood—providing essential "blue-green" spaces to enhance the mental and physical health of residents of all ages, from our youth to our seniors.
Our vision is for Bethel to be a premier model of a resilient, intergenerational community where every stakeholder—including year-round and seasonal residents, landowners, 2nd homeowners, local business owners, and visitors—enjoys a safe, healthy, and prosperous environment. To achieve this, the BLDC champions and supports vital community assets and services, including the Kauneonga Lake Farmers & Makers Market, the Bethel Lakeside Music series, and year-round events that celebrate our local culture. We work in close collaboration with community-led organizations such as the Bethel Business Association (BBA), CEAP, and initiatives like Save the Lake to protect our water resources and promote local commerce. We are committed to maximizing our community's potential by utilizing indoor venues for year-round programming, such as the Duggan School, to ensure that our youth, seniors, and families have consistent access to educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities regardless of the season.
We are dedicated to maintaining vibrant spaces like the dog park, playgrounds, and areas for camping, fishing, swimming, and water-based recreation. Central to our success is the active recruitment and coordination of volunteers to work in our community on essential initiatives like the annual litter pluck and in steadfast support of our local emergency and fire services. By fostering civic engagement and prioritizing sectors such as agriculture, tourism, the arts, healthcare, and sustainable energy, the BLDC ensures that Bethel remains a vibrant, safe, and secure destination where our natural heritage and community spirit are preserved for generations to come.


