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x % COMMANDER’S REPORT * X

Comrades,

It seems like just yesterday we were honoring Memorial Day, and now the
summer has whisked by, bringing us to Labor Day. During the month of
August, we did not observe any special activities in the early part of the month, %
other than our regular monthly business meeting and our Bingo sessionson @ m @ o
Tuesday afternoons and Thursday evenings. i,

However, our annual Car Show, held on Sunday, August 24th, was a tremendous success. It was a beautlful
day, well attended, with many stunning classic cars, hot rods, and antique vehicles for spectators to enjoy.
The community turned out in full force, and | would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Denise Schlachter,
E. J. Flynn, and Joan Cochran for coordinating and organizing this event. Thank you also to the many
members who helped set up and worked tirelessly throughout the day.

As we now enter September, we pause to reflect and remember a solemn moment in our nation’s history—
September 11, 2001. Though many years have passed, the memory of that day remains vivid. We must never
forget the nearly 3,000 lives lost, the heroic first responders, and the resilience that brought our country together.
Let us each take a moment this month to honor their memory and ensure that the lessons of that day continue
to guide us.

Looking ahead, our annual Chicken BBQ is scheduled for September 20th. Please see the advertisement
in this issue of The Reporter for more detailed information. On October 18th, Post 803 will sponsor a
commemorative Pickle Ball Tournament to honor and remember Captain Brendan Kelly, to be held at the
Tasker Park Pickle Ball Courts in Peconic.

For questions or additional information, pertaining to the pickle ball tournament you can contact JoAnn
Prince Annabell at jap3943@yahoo.com or 631-525-7937
Yours in patriotism and service,

David E. DeFriest,

Commander, American Legion Post 803

Www.post803.com

gtgpost803@gmail.com

Ne avee Hewing a Pot Luck

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12TH AT 6:30 PM AT THE LEGION HALL.
Please bring a dish to share, whether it be a main dish, casserole,
salad, appetizer or dessert. Everyone is welcome to attend.

MADE IN AMERICA



47,"// * % MEMBERSHIP % % \‘“;

“\\\l“lm% Post Status: For the 2026 membership year we have (96/183 = 52.4 %) paid up members to
™ date. We finished the 2025 membership year with (177/191 = 92.6 %). You can still pay your

—

b/ = dues for 2025 or 2026 at your convenience. You send in the $57 to the Post and I’ll make
= sure your ID card will be at your next mail call. Please fill in the blank information on the
2\ back of the dues notices sent from National when you send in your dues. A warm welcome
E‘G ] to Adrian Weisbaum and Tony Komijenovich who both transferred from Rocky Point to Post
™ 803, We are glad to have you both.

Veterans, come join us we could use the help.

Members are welcome: To contact the Post, use P.O. Box 591, Attn. Membership

Legion Auxiliary Attn: Donna St Pierre » Sons of Legion Attn: Gary lorio

Post 803 Legionnaire Membership Requirements: To join Post 803, for Legionnaires you need to submit
an American Legion Membership application, a copy of your DD-214 or discharge, and $57 for annual dues. All
membership correspondence should be sent to Post 803, Attn. Membership, and P.O. Box 591, Southold, NY 11971.
Thanks for supporting Post 803.

Bob Cochran, Membership Chairman, 631.765.5828

57 7 36 75 61
23 18 8 50 47
5% 64 43 4 19 F°
11 60 32 67 53

American Legion Post 803
51655 Main Road, Southold, NY 11971
WE START SELLING SHEETS AT 6 PM
GAMES BEGIN AT 7 PM, ENDING BY 9:15-9:30 P
Cash prizes for Thursday Night BINGO will be determined
by sales and attendance, which we are anticipating will
be considerably higher than Tuesday afternoon bing

ALL WELCOME - ALL AGES * CASH ONL

Players can bring in food and drink, but no alcohol.
gion bar is closed. For questions, call Earl at 516.901.32

ay afternoon bingo is still on-going and remains ‘tm
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VETERANS BENEFITS “CORNER”

https://news.va.gov/140767/life-insurance-premiums-discounted-for-service-
members-spouses-and-veterans/

SCAN HERE TO READ MORE

David Chiaro — keyarrow@hotmail.com

SOUTHOLD AMERICAN LEGION POST 803

ANNUAL CHICKEN BBQ

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2025
4PN -7PN

£30 rer PersoN

TICKETS REQUIRED for
EAT IN or TAKE OUT

Dinner Includes: Dessert & Soda
Cash Bar Available

CALL POST 803
AT 651.765.2276
TO ORDER TICKETS

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!




On Sunday, June 15th, 2025, | joined thousands of
fellow Americans at an event rich in history and
national pride—the 250-Year Army Celebrations in
Washington DC. This special occasion provided an
opportunity to honor the brave men and women who
have served their country, showcasing a remarkable
display of patriotism and community spirit. The blend
of the Festival and the Parade filled the nation's capital
with nostalgia and excitement, offering all of us a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

We began our day by visiting the Festival at the
National Mall, which offered a remarkable variety of
attractions such as live music performances, historical
reenactments, and booths highlighting the military's
rich traditions. The vibrant sounds of patriotic music
resonated, promoting a sense of unity and celebration
among the attendees.

Walking past the different Festival booths was a
unique experience for me, as each provided a view
into the army's 250-year history. Military members
and veterans were present, sharing their stories and
personal battlefield experiences, which certainly
enabled attendees to connect with America's military
heritage. | genuinely feel that this interaction helped
bridge the gap between military personnel and civilians,
fostering a deeper appreciation for their sacrifices.

As the afternoon progressed, attention turned to the

* % HISTORIAN *

THE 250-YEAR ARMY CELEBRATIONS
IN WASHINGTON DC —
A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME EXPERIENCE!

AN\

eagerly awaited Parade. Crowds, many dressed in red,
white, and blue packed the stands along Constitution
Avenue and much of the Washington Monument
grounds, where large screens were installed for everyone
to view the marching units. The parade commenced,
exuding a sense of shared history and pride, featuring
uniforms, tanks, military equipment, helicopters, and
military airplanes flying overhead. This met with
enthusiastic applause and cheers from the spectators,
enhancing the festive mood!

As both a spectator and a participant in these
exceptional celebrations, | genuinely felt that this
event transcended a simple spectacle. | am certain that
most attendees would concur with me that it acted as
a potent reminder of the sacrifices made by countless
individuals throughout history. Moments of silence
were also observed to honor fallen soldiers, offering
the crowd a chance to contemplate the deeper meaning
of the day's events and pay homage to those who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

The parade ended with dazzling fireworks, leaving
the air filled with pride, gratitude, and unity. As | left, |
observed the crowds around me, and | felt that everyone
who attended seemed to be leaving the area with a
refreshed sense of fulfillment and joy.

John Christina, Historian

T AT
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* % SONS OF THE LEGION % x

Twenty-four years ago, Islamic terrorists attacked our Nation on September 11, 2001.
A new generation of Americans have come of age, and we must pass on the history
of that dark day.

2,996 innocent people were murdered. Including 71 law enforcement

"?-*c Y AR Imllta.ry wass sent into action as the Global War in Terrorism spearheaded 1nto
"nﬂ‘ Afgha,msta,n and Iraq. Over 7,000 US Military personnel would be lost in the years
that followed. Following the attack our country briefly united. We must never forget!
“Time is passing. Yet, for the United States of America, there will be no forgetting September
the 11th. We will remember every rescuer who died in honor. We will remember every family
that lives in grief. We will remember the fire and ash, the last phone calls, the funerals of
the children.”
— President George W. Bush, November 11, 2001

Gary Iorio, SAL Commander




A SPECIAL HOLIDAY THANK-YOU

FOR OUR VETERANS

The Southold Post 803 American Legion Auxiliary, together with the Long Island Cares Veterans
Project, appreciates our veterans’ and active military members’' service to our country. As a
gesture of our thanks, we are offering a complimentary uncooked turkey, ham, or chicken
along with a box of holiday meal fixings to local vets and current service members.

This special gift of thanks must be reserved in advance and can be picked-up on Veterans Day,
Tuesday, November 11, in the Legion Hall parking lot following the Veterans Day ceremony—
from approximately 12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

To reserve your meal gift, you must contact the Auxiliary between September 15 and October 2
by email or phone and let us know whether you prefer a turkey, a ham or a chicken. You may
email us at: southoldpost803@gmail.com or phone the Auxiliary at 631-407-5555 and leave a message.
In your message, please be sure to include your name, phone number and your meal preference. Please
note that we will not be able to fulfill requests from walk-ups on the day of the event, you must reserve
your gift in advance.

On behalf of our Auxiliary and Long Island Cares,
thank you for your service and dedication to our country.

VOLUNTEER CORNER

We need volunteers for the Chicken BBQ.
Please contact Dave DeFriest if you can help. Ded631@aol.com

The Post is trying to improve lines of communication. Please provide us your email address.
The best way to do this is to send us an email at gtgpost803@gmail.com with your
contact information. Or if you want to call, leave your name and email address
on the answering machine 631.765.2276, lastly you can mail it to
American Legion Post 803, P.O. Box 591 Southold, NY 11971

Iy ,’7/ % % CHAPLAIN’S REPORT * \\‘\\ N

PRAYER FOR THE SICK

“0, God, we lift up all those who are facing illness today. We ask that you bring healing, comfort and
peace to their bodies. Calm their fears and let them feel the healing power of Your love.”” - Amen

In our thoughts and prayers are Raymond Terry.
Jeff Chagnon - Post Chaplain 631.456.3258




, * % LEGION AUXILIARY POST 803 %

September has arrived. Luckily, Hurricane
Erin headed out to sea and let us hold our
Annual Legion Car Show on August 24th.
It was a wonderful day to get out and see
a variety of classic cars and trucks. Thanks
go to Denise, Dave, Greg, EJ and all those
members of the Legion, Auxiliary, Sons
and ROTC who helped make this day an
amazing success! And thank you to all in
our community who continue to support
Legion events.

Our popular “Potluck” is back! Join us
on Friday, September 12th at 6:30 PM.
Bring a dish of food to share and enjoy the
company of friends!

Mark your calendars for the Annual
Legion Chicken BBQ on Saturday,
September 20th. Get your tickets now!

The Auxiliary will again work with Long
Island Cares to thank our local veterans for
their service. On Veterans Day, for those
who sign up ahead of time, there is a choice
to pick up a frozen turkey , ham or chicken
plus all the “fixins” for a full meal just in
time for Thanksgiving. Sign up by calling
the Legion at 631.407.5555.

Remember that our Holiday Craft Fair
will be here before you know it, on Sunday
November 2nd. And you now have two
opportunities to play Bingo at Post 803 —
Tuesday afternoon at 12 and Thursday
night at 6:00 PM. It’s great fun!

Our next meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 10th. We will start
at 6:30 PM with pizza!

Joan Cochran,
President




Have you ever used a business that
placed an ad in our Reporter?

Please make sure to tell them
that you saw their ad in the
Southold American Legion Post’s
Reporter publication!

HACCP Compliant Barbara Grigonis
Est. 1928 MARKET MANAGER

LIVE * FRESH * FROZEN - Long Island’s Quality Seafood Source
Main Road * Cutchogue New York 11935 * 631-734-7770 * Fax 631-734-7462
BraunSeafood.com

Emily F. Franchina, Esq.

efranchina@elderlawflg.com

FRANCHINA

LAW GROUP, Lic

ELDER LAW WILLS TRUSTS ESTATES MEDICAID

631.765.8787
55000 Main Road, West Wing, Southold NY 11971

EAST END HOME CARE, INC

Licensed & Insured
HHA, PCA and Skilled Nursing

Holly Vescovi
Director

P.O. Box 694
Southold, NY 11

_ 971
ph: 631-876-5298

LONG ISLAND

YPOOL CARE

Bill Altintoprak
50000 Main Road Southold, NY 11971
631.765.8285

Li.Poolcare@gmail.com

(631) 765-5156

w NIGHT (631) 774-0417
FAX (631) 765-3615

LUBE SHOP

SOUTHOLD AUTOMOTIVE CORP.

DBA AUTO REPAIR OF SOUTHOLD
NEW CAR WARRANTIES MAINTAINED HERE
Foreign & Domestic Car & Light Truck Service
N.Y. State Inspection Sta.
Donald Tonyes David Smith
54360 Main Road, Southold, New York 11971

Cindy Succoso

Real Estate Salesperson

@ DouglasElliman
516-635-6065

Proud Member of The Rotary Club of Southold

=3 =




Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

northforkprinting.com

631.765.3625

175 Boisseau Avenue | P.O. Box 665
Southold, New York 11971

theinkspot@northforkprinting.com

Tree Removal

Stump Removal
& Grinding

Land Clearing

e ‘-p._ New Plantings
NATURAL m{«aw D 8

SERVICI

Property & Lawn
Maintenance

TREE

Pesticide Control
34890 COUNTY RD. 48 e
PECONIC, NEW YORK 11958 631.734.6279

Alice and Harold Culver are dedicating this ad for Honor Flight.
For more information on Honor Flight please visit their
website or call Virginia Bennett at 631-702-2423.

Paulette Ofrias

Southold Pharmacy

“More than a Drug Store”

631-765-3434 * Fax: 631-765-4395
53895 Main Street * PO Box 1177
Southold, NY 11971
www.southoldpharmacy.com

FULL-SERVICE
MARINA

Fa.mgy owned and ins/oirinﬁ boaters since 194¢

@ poemarine.com | 631-765-2445 (K YAMAHA

Jessie & Scott Bennett
Beacon Light Foundation

l’;—
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WE BRING THE SHINE TO YOU

CERAMIC COATING | PAINT PROTECTION FILM | WINDOW TINT
VINYL WRAP | FULL DETAIL

22355 County Rd 48 Unit 23

Ir“) ) ?I')l C ‘r" C'
\Gal)enstt Cutchogue, NY 11935

Info@northforkdetailing.com

HEATING+COOLING PP

Serving the East End for over 35 years g s

(631) 298-5527

North Fork | South Fork | Shelter Island
www.kolbmechanical.com




Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

Proud To Support The Southold American Legion

NORTH F'ORK WOODWORKS
CUSTOM HOMEBUILDERS

Thoughtfully Crafted, H

onestly Made™

NorthForkBuilder.com

Proud to Support Our Friends
At The Southold American Legion

MULLEM

Earning Your Trust Every Day Since 1927

A

—

JEWELERS

631.765.1061
Feather Hill Village « 53345 Main Road
PO Box 337 » Southold, NY 11971
www.satnickjewelers.com

egenBenzMacKenzie
enz & MacKenzie, C.P.A.’S, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants

240 BECKWITH AVENUE » SOUTHOLD, NEW YORK 11971
PHONE 631.765.1118 * FAX 631.765.1755

Regen

www.rbmcpas.com

Suffolk Paul J Romanelli
. President
Security
syStems (631) 765-5262
50300 Main Road paul@suffolksecurity.com
PO Box 1355
Southold NY 11971

"Security is Our Middle Name"

a

NN
DeFriest-Grattan

Funeral Homes
Joseph S. Grattan  Joseph S. Grattan, Jr.

(631) 765-3850

Heating 0il + Kerosene

On & Off Road Diesel * Gasoline
Proud To Support The Southold American Legion

'*-mbek_

Afways There, Afways Fair.

Bob Ghosio, Owner

Electrical Construction
Generator Sales and service
Solar and Battery Power Systems

BRIGGS: STRATION

STANDBY
POWER

P=CONICEPOW=R
SYSTEMS
GENERAC Phone: (631)734-5026 Q
s Website: PeconicPowerSys.com ./
PWREID

Email: PeconicPowerSys@gmail.com  ENPHASE

-10 -




Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

alw],

THOMAS X. HOEG D.D.S.
JAMES E. HOEG D.D.S.

5700 Route 48

Mattituck, N.Y. 11952 631-298-4667

NV 7HEE SERVICE

lan Zuhoski
OWNER
mottstree@gmail com
27400 CR 48 Peconic NY
631.734.5669 fax 631.734 8633

Holly Vescovi
PRESIDENT

AT HOME SERVICES FOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING, INC.
Companions * 24hr Live-Ins « ET. & PT.
Assistance with all Daily Living Activities

He@g MJM&MW‘

SOUTHOLD
(631) 765-CARE (2273) * (631) 477-3095
FAX:631.876.5296
email: athomeservices@optonline.net
www.athomeeldercareservices.com
LICENSED ‘ BONDED - FULLY INSURED

Heather Newman
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

¥

.
=
|

M or

Tom Williams
General Manager

Riverhead Motors
1419-23 Old Country Road
Riverhead, NY 11901

Direct 631.574.6702
Fax 631.727.2279
twilliams@riverheadmotors.com

69 YEARS & 3 GENERATIONS OF LUCAS”’
Serving Those Who Served

EMDR THERAPIST

Adolescent, Children & Adult Counseling .S’eic

Mary AnnFleischman, MSW, LCSW-R.
®O Box 278

Cutchogue, New York,11935-0278
(531) 987-0360 Q"‘a:((631) 734-7430

EAST END NEPHROLOGY, P.C.
SHARMINI JAYAMAHA, M.D.

Board Certified
Internal Medicine & Nephrology

222 Manor Place, Suite 102
Greenport, NY 11944
Office: (631) 477-1755
Fax: (631) 477-1754

632 Roanoke Avenue
Riverhead, NY 11901
Office: (631) 208-8270
Fax: (631) 208-8271

Edward Martin
Sales Consultant

Phone 631.727.2200 ext.216
Cell 631.375.5017

Fax 631.727.6132
emartin@riverheadmotors.com

Riverhead Ford
1419 Old Country Road
Riverhead, NY 11901

=]11=




*x % SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER EVENTS % x

09/02 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/04 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

09/05 Fri. ~ Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

09/09 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/09 Tue. Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm
09/10 Wed. Auxiliary Meeting 7pm

09/11 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

09/12 Fri. ~ Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

09/16 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/18 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

09/19 Fri. ~ Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

09/20 Sat. Chicken BBQ 4pm-7pm $30

09/23 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO- Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/25 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

09/26 Fri. ~ Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

09/30 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/02 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

10/03 Fri.  Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

10/07 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/08 Wed. Auxiliary Meeting 7pm

10/09 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

10/10 Fri.  Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

10/14 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/14 Tue. Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm
10/16 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

10/17 Fri.  Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

10/21 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/23 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

10/24 Fri.  Baris Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm

10/28 Tue.  Tuesday Day BINGO- Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/30 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm and Games start at 7pm

10/31 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
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* % LEGION OFFICERS * x

Commander - Dave DeFriest
1st Vice Commander - Jeff Chagnon
2nd Vice Commander - David Wilburn
Past Commander - Charles Sanders
Adjutant - Bob Bittner
Finance Officer - Jim Cowan
1st Finance Assistant - Don Jayamaha
2nd Finance Assistant - Vacant
Sergeant at Arms - Neil Rochford
Chaplain - Jeff Chagnon
Post Historian - John Christina
Membership Chair - Bob Cochran

* % SAL OFFICERS * x

Commander - Gary lorio
1st Vice - Rich Feely
2nd Vice - Michael Anasagasti
Adjutant - Jerry Murtha
Treasurer - Brian Hughes
Sergeant at Arms - Jonathan Bittner
Chaplain - Daniel Kaelin

* % AUXILIARY OFFICERS * x

President - Joan Cochran
1st Vice Pres - Denise Thilberg Schlacter
2nd Vice Pres - Jeanette Cooper
Treasurer - Patricia Burns
Recording Sec. - Priscilla Devine
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