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x % COMMANDER’S REPORT % X X X%
Greetings Comrades, Friends, and Supporters of the American Legion. s

Please let me take a moment to say that there are many improvements

happening around the post. I want to stress the importance of attending this
upcoming meeting on the 8th of September at 6pm. This meeting will be = &
=t
n ]

focused on post clean-up and an initial discussion for next year’s events,
activities, and ceremonies. 11l
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Past Events: rnin v

Vetorans Affairs Mational  Americanism Children
Secuity

* Everyone that attended the Annual Legion Car Show, from participants
to the community, enjoyed looking at the variety of vehicles.
We raised money to help offset the cost of the ongoing parking lot
renovation. Special thanks to Mrs. Denise Schlachter and the Legion
Auxiliary for all your efforts to make this event an enormous success.

Upcoming Events:

* Fall Cleanup of the post. Throughout the month of September and
October, we will focus on cleaning and organizing the shed, storerooms,
basement, and 2nd Floor areas. I will set up days to do certain things
in the morning then we can also enjoy coffee and pastries.

House and Grounds Update:

* The Painting Project was completed on 20th of August. The building
received a much-needed makeover, including the replacement of
more than 250 shingles and the application of two coats of paint.

* The American Legion Parking Lot project has begun. The driveway
between the front and rear parking lots was repaired and repaved,
ensuring that there were no safety issues with patio area. The rear
parking lot starts at the beginning of October. We are exploring an
option to repair and reseal the front parking lot as well.

Important Dates to Remember: Repaired Driveway

* Please everyone put these significant dates on your calendar. September 11th Patriot Day, September 18th
POW MIA Recognition Day and the Air Force’s Birthday.

In closing, I want to a special thanks to Mr. Joe St. Pierre for all his efforts over this past month with helping
me oversee two major projects. Also, a special thanks to all the volunteers that help make Tuesday and Thursday
Bingo an exciting time, your dedication does not go unnoticed. I want to emphasize that our continued success

solely depends on our involvement from everyone.

David Wilburn PO
Interim Commander, American Legion Post 803 LEGION
631.636.2840 e
www.post803.com : g
gtgpost803@gmail.com

MADE IN AMERICA



Interim Commander, David Wilburn recognizing our Past Commander Dave DeFriest
with an award and a gift for him and his wife Vickie, Auxiliary member.

Gratitude
arnd
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It’s only September, but the Southold American Legion Auxiliary and Long Island Cares Veterans Project are
already preparing for our Veterans Day “Gift of Thanks” turkey give-away. We are pleased to be able to express
our appreciation to local veterans and active members of the military with a gift of an uncooked, frozen turkey
and a box of meal ingredients for the holiday season. Please note that this year we are only able to offer turkeys.

The turkeys will be distributed on Veterans Day, Wednesday, ESSC W= e
November 11, in the parking lot of the Southold American Legion BSIslapg | @ T T
Post between the hours of 12:15 and 1:30 p.m. | Vares. o 5 e,

If you would like to receive a turkey, you must submit a request ek \ ¥ DTl

to the Auxiliary by phone or email between September 13 and [Bs B*

September 30, so that we can reserve one for you. Please email ’ e .\?. .
us at: southoldpost803@gmail.com or leave a phone message at: e e =
631.407.5555. Kindly include your name and phone number e

with your request. If you will not be able to pick up your turkey
on Veterans Day at the designated time, please assign someone
to pick it up for you.

We are grateful for your service to our country and look forward
to providing you with this holiday meal “Gift of Thanks.”
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W* % LEGION AUXILIARY POST 803 % *“\‘

September is here, and we look forward to the cooler days ahead at Post 803. The new paint job is looking
sharp! Good things are happening at the Legion! Stop in for Bingo on Thursday nights, or the afternoons on
the first and third Tuesday’s of the month, and join in the fun. Or stop by on Friday nights for camaraderie at
the Legion bar.

The Legion Auxiliary is happy to welcome the following new members: Denise Lademann, Nancy Szczotka,
Donna Blanchard, and Marykate Brigham. We are growing and appreciate the hard work and dedication of all
our members! Contact Donna St. Pierre if you would like to join our organization dedicated to helping veterans,
active military, and their families.

As I write this article we are looking forward to the Annual Legion Car Show. Thanks go to the Commander
and Denise for all the preparation and hard work that goes into an event like this, plus all the support from our
volunteers that make it all happen.

Our next event will be the Auxiliary Annual Holiday Craft Fair held at the Legion on Sunday, November 1st.
Be sure to save the date. We will have a wide variety of handcrafted items, and our famous chili dogs!

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9th at 7:00PM

Joan Cochran, Co-President

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION

We are trying to improve communication to all of our members,
sponsors and friends as well as offer our Reporter electronically.

Please send us an email to gtgpost803@gmail.com with your
Name, Mailing Address and Email and let us know if you
prefer to receive the monthly Reporter electronically or still
receive a printed copy in the mail.

* NATIONAL %

POW/MIA

RECOGNITION DAY

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is an annual U.S. observance held on the
third Friday of September. It honors American prisoners of war (POWSs) and
those still missing in action (MIA) from all conflicts, as well as their families.
It is not a federal public holiday, but a day of national reflection and military ceremonies.
This year it 1s on September 18th.
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* % MEMBERSHIP % % \‘“.

Post Status: For the 2026 membership year we have met the Suffolk County Membership
expectations of 100%. We have 175 paid up members for 2026. The 2027 Membership ID cards
are at the post. | have mailed out the ID cards to members who have submitted their dues in
= the early round. Anyone else who would like to send in their dues before the start of the New
Year it would be appreciated. The county is monitoring the status of Membership and I would
like to stay ahead of them.

Veterans, come join us, we could use the help.

Members are welcome: To contact the Post, use P.O. Box 591, Attn. Membership
Legion Auxiliary Attn: Donna St Pierre ¢ Sons of Legion Attn: Gary lorio

Post 803 Legionnaire Membership Requirements: To join Post 803, for Legionnaires you need to submit an
American Legion Membership application, a copy of your DD-214 or discharge, and $57 for annual dues. All
membership correspondence should be sent to Post 803, Attn. Membership, and P.O. Box 591, Southold, NY 11971.

Thanks for supporting Post 803.
Bob Cochran, Membership Chairman, 631.765.5828

Wabnnest Binthdaiy, Wiskies
o all oun Fellow Legionnaines '
Celebhating in Septenben!

Robert J Bittner 9/3 John B Sepenoski Jr
James J Reidy 9/6 Frank J Mele 3rd

Raymond W Terry 9/7 Lee D Cooper

Daniel J Oneill 9/9 Barry T Charles
Christopher W Salmon 9/10 Stephen J Buczak
Richard Troche 9/12

If you are not listed please add your Birthday when you send in your membership dues.




* % SONS OF THE LEGION % x

On September 11,2001 our nation was attacked by fanatical ES&

Muslim terrorists. This was not just an attack on New York =
City. This was an attack on our nation and our way of life.
The targets were the World Trade Center, the seat of
American finance, the Pentagon, center for military operations,
and the third target was believed to be the White House or

e
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2977 innocent Americans were murdered in one day in our
homeland including 343 firefighters, 63 Police Officers who assisted in the
rescue & evacuation of thousands.

The call for help went out. Firefighters came from neighboring counties, and
states to assist in the recovery effort. In the years that followed hundreds more
would succumb to health effects, and continue to do so. The country would unite
as never before. Our Military was sent into action as the global war on terrorism
spearheaded into Afghanistan and Iraq. Over 7000 military personnel would
lose their lives in the years that followed.

Twenty five years have passed and so much has happened. I remind America
again "Never Forget"!

I leave you with a quote from Sir Winston Churchill
“Those who do not learn from History are condemned to repeat it.”

Gary lorio, SAL Commander

* % CHAPLAIN’S REPORT * »

It is with deep respect and loving remembrance that we announce the passing of O.D. Lingo,
who peacefully passed away on August 2, 2026 at the age of 95.

Born on March 26, 1931 in Macon, Georgia, O.D. lived a remarkable life defined by service,
dedication, and love for family. As a proud veteran of the U.S. Army, he served with honor during
the Korean Conflict, carrying the values of courage, integrity, and selflessness throughout his life.

After military service, O.D. built a fulfilling career as an animal handler for the USDA at Plum
Island and was known for a strong work ethic, kindness, and willingness to help others. He found
joy with various hobbies, volunteer work, faithfully attending church and reading his bible, leaving a lasting
impression on friends, neighbors, and everyone fortunate enough to know him.

Jeff Chagnon, Post Chaplain - 631.456.3258




ZVETERANS RN

BENEFITS
“CORNER”

Want to stay up to date
on what’s going on with the VA?
Get the newsletter delivered to your inbox.

VA monthly newsletter delivers directly
to you information on updates to rulings,
education and so much more!

It includes a list of the upcoming events and
training to assist you in filing your claims,
health care and financial readiness.

VA goal is to provide you with information
to help you maximize your benefits.

Scan the QR below or visit
https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/subscribe.asp

Dave Chiaro, Veterans Affairs

Have you ever used
a business that placed
an ad in our Reporter?

Please make sure to tell them
that you saw their ad in the
Southold American Legion
Post’s Reporter publication!

HALLA VAILABLE F OR ALL OCCASIONS

* Weddings * Club Associations
* Family Events * Funeral Occasion’
* Business meetings

* Baby Christenings
* Sweet 16 Parties
* Graduations

Post Members - 10% Discount
Military Veterans - 5% Discount

HALL AVAILABLE
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

- FamilyEvents

- Business Meetings
« Club Associations

- Funeral Occasion’

- Baby Christenings
- Sweet 16 Parties
« Graduations

- Weddings

Post Members - 10% Discount

Military Veterans - 5% Discount

A Representative will Review

the Hall Rental Agreement:

«The American Legion Hall can Accommodate
up to 200 Guests

«Ample Parking is Provided for Visitors

«Air Conditioned and Heated

We can Provide a List of Qualified Vendors:
- Food Catering Service

« Flower Arrangements

- Event Planners

The Hall Rental agreement has all the requirements and
options available, which will be explained in detail.

N Griswold-Terry-Glover Post 803
S ‘W/ £ 51655 Main Road

VA Benefit Information Brochures Available




Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

Barbara Grigonis

HACCP Compliant
MARKET MANAGER

Est. 1928

SEAR
SRV 00D g

LIVE ° FRESH * FROZEN - Long Island’s Quality Seafood Source
Main Road - Cutchogue New York 11935 * 631-734-7770 * Fax 631-734-7462
BraunSeafood.com

Emily F. Franchina, Esq.

efranchina@elderlawflg.com

FRANCHINA

LAW GROUP, LLC

ELDER LAW WILLS TRUSTS ESTATES MEDICAID

631.765.8787
55000 Main Road, West Wing, Southold NY 11971

EAST END HOME CARE, INC._

Licensed & Insured
HHA, PCA and Skilled Nursing

Holly Vescovi
Director

P.O. Box 694

LONG ISLAND

R POOL CARE

Bill Altintoprak
50000 Main Road Southold, NY 11971
631.765.8285

Li.Poolcare@gmail.com

(631) 765-5156
NIGHT (631) 774-0417
FAX (631) 765-3615

LUBE SHOP

SOUTHOLD AUTOMOTIVE CORP.

DBA AUTO REPAIR OF SOUTHOLD
NEW CAR WARRANTIES MAINTAINED HERE
Foreign & Domestic Car & Light Truck Service
N.Y. State Inspection Sta.

Donald Tonyes
54360 Main Road, Southold, New York 11971

David Smith

Cindy Succoso

Real Estate Salesperson

@ DouglasElliman
516-635-6065

Proud Member of The Rotary Club of Southold

A

bk
JEWELERS

631.765.1061
Feather Hill Village » 53345 Main Road
PO Box 337 - Southold, NY 11971
www.satnickjewelers.com

DeFriest-Grattan
Funeral Homes
Joseph S. Grattan  Joseph S. Grattan, Jr.

(631) 765-3850
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Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

northforkprinting.com

631.765.3625

175 Boisseau Avenue | P.O. Box 665
Southold, New York 11971

theinkspot@northforkprinting.com

Alice and Harold Culver are dedicating this ad for Honor Flight.
For more information on Honor Flight please visit their
website or call Virginia Bennett at 631-702-2423.

Paulette Ofrias

Southold Pharmacy

“More than a Drug Store”

631-765-3434 * Fax: 631-765-4395
53895 Main Street * PO Box 1177
Southold, NY 11971
www.southoldpharmacy.com

Proud To Support The Southold American Legion

NORTH FORK WOODWORKS

CUSTOM HOMEBUILDERS

NorthForkBuilder.com

FULL-SERVICE
MARINA

Famul&j owned and ingpiring boaters since 194¢

@ poemarine.com | 631-765-2445 & YAMAHA

/i_

e
Jessie & Scott Bennett
Beacon Light Foundation

#kolb

HEATING + COOLING -g—=—=

Serving the East End for over 35 years _° . =

(631) 298-5527

North Fork | South Fork | Shelter Island
www.Kolbmechanical.com

Proud to Support Our Friends
At The Southold American Legion

9)7 MULLEN
MOTOR J

cooagly @RAM QD..@

Earning Your Trust Every Day Since 1927



Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post
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THOMAS X. HOEG D.D.S.
JAMES E. HOEG D.D.S.

5700 Route 48

Mattituck, NLY, 11952 6312981667

Holly Vescovi Heather Newman
PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
AT HOME SERVICES FOR

INDEPENDENT LIVING, INC.
Companions » 24hr Live-Ins « F'T. & BT
Assistance with all Daily Living Activities

Helping /umd,fjmfa/m[éma}/.

: SOUTHOLD
(631) 765-CARE (2273) * (631) 477-3095
FAX:631.876.5296
email: athomeservices@optonline.net
www.athomeeldercareservices.com
LICENSED - BONDED - FULLY INSURED

7

A& %,
SERVICE

>

lan Zuhoski

OWNER
mottstree@gmail.com
27400 CR 48 Peconic NY
631.734 6569 fax 631.734.8633

GMIC

Tom Williams
General Manager

Riverhead Motors
1419-23 Old Country Road
Riverhead, NY 11901

Direct 631.574.6702
Fax 631.727.2279
twilliams@riverheadmotors.com

HONORING SERVICE WITH EVERY MILE

69 YEARS & 3 GENERATIONS OF LUCAS’
Serving Those Who Served

Adolescent, Children & Adult Counseling Servic

[A)
EMDR THERAPIST \ /

Mary Ann Fleischman, MSW, LCSW-R.
®O Box 278

Cutchogue, New York 11935-0278
(631)987-0360 Fax (631) 734-7430

EAST END NEPHROLOGY, P.C.
SHARMINI JAYAMAHA, M.D.

Board Certified
Internal Medicine & Nephrology

222 Manor Place, Suite 102
Greenport, NY 11944
Office: (631) 477-1755
Fax: (631) 477-1754

632 Roanoke Avenue
Riverhead, NY 11901
Office: (631) 208-8270
Fax: (631) 208-8271

<>

Edward Martin
Sales Consultant

Phone 631.727.2200 ext.216
Cell 631.375.5017

Fax 631.727.6132
emartin@riverheadmotors.com

Riverhead Ford
1419 Old Country Road
Riverhead, NY 11901




*% SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER EVENTS % %

09/01 Tues. Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/03 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
09/04 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
09/08 Tue. Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm
09/09 Wed. Auxiliary Meeting 7pm.
09/10 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
09/11 Fri.  Patriot’s Day NEVER FORGET!
09/11 Fri. ~ Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
09/15 Tues. Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
09/17 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
09/18 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
09/24 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
09/25 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/01 Thu. Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
10/02 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/06 Tues. Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/08 Thu. Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
10/09 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/13 Tue. Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm
10/14 Wed. Auxiliary Meeting 7pm.
10/15 Thu. Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
10/16 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/20 Tues. Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm
10/22 Thu.  Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
10/23 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/29 Thu. Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.
10/30 Fri.  Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm
10/30 Fri.  Holiday Craft Fair SETUP
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* % LEGION OFFICERS * x

Commander - Dave Wilburn
1st Vice Commander - Jeff Chagnon
2nd Vice Commander - Peter Haack
Past Commander - Dave DeFriest
Adjutant - Bob Bittner
Finance Officer - Jim Cowan
1st Finance Assistant - Vacant
Sergeant at Arms - Neil Rochford
Chaplain - Jeff Chagnon
Post Historian - John Christina
Membership Chair - Bob Cochran

* % SAL OFFICERS * x

Commander - Gary lorio
1st Vice - Rich Feely
2nd Vice - Michael Anasagasti
Adjutant - Jerry Murtha
Treasurer - Brian Hughes
Sergeant at Arms - Jonathan Bittner
Chaplain - Daniel Kaelin

* % AUXILIARY OFFICERS * x

Co-President - Joan Cochran
Co-President - Linda Ruland
1st Vice Pres - Jeanette Cooper
2nd Vice Pres - Patty Hopkins
Treasurer - Patty Burns
Recording Sec. - Priscilla Devine
Corresponding Sec. - Elena Tomasino
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