
Greetings Comrades, Friends and Supporters of the American Legion 
Please let me take a moment to say how proud I am to be serving as the  
interim Commander of the post. I would like to invite all members to attend 
the next dinner and meeting on the 11th of August at 6pm. This will be the 
first meeting to talk with all members to discuss the Vision, Mission and 
Core Values of our post. It will be also an opportunity to see how you  
can make a difference in our post and community. 

Past Events: 
• The 250th Anniversary of the United States of America is approaching fast and there is much to get done in 

preparation for the celebration and parade.  
• Congrats to Trevor Fitzgerald from Mattituck High School attending Boys State at SUNY Morrisville from 

June 27th to July 2nd.  
Upcoming Events: 
• The Annual Legion Car Show is a great community event for everyone. On Sunday August 30th, we need 

your support by volunteering time in making this year’s event a success. 
House and Grounds Update: 
• The Painting Project for the post has been approved and funded. I will meet with the contractor one more 

time to ensure that all the aspects of the building will be addressed prior to the start. We hope that this endeavor 
will be completed within 90 days. 

• The repairing and repaving of the entire American Legion Parking Lot has been approved to move forward 
and complete this project, but funding is an issue at this time. This project needs to be completed soon to  
address the safety hazards at the rear of the building with uneven surface and at the side of the building next 
to the new patio area. Mr. St. Pierre and I will discuss with the contractor in detail for a resolution on the  
project, pricing and payment methods.  

Important Dates to Remember: 
• Please everyone put these significant dates on your calendar. August 4th Coast Guard Day, August 7th Purple 

Heart Recognition Day and August 10th Agent Orange Awareness Day. 
In closing, I want to thank all of you who have contributed your time and effort to the work being done around 
our post and in our community. Your dedication does not go unnoticed. I want to emphasize that our continued 
success solely depends on our involvement from everyone. 
David Wilburn 
Interim Commander,  
American Legion Post 803 
631.636.2840 
www.post803.com 
gtgpost803@gmail.com  
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   American Legion Post 803 and the Southold Village Merchants outdid themselves with this year’s awesome 
4th of July parade. It was a truly joyous celebration of our country’s 250th birthday. The Auxiliary float,  
complete with a giant birthday cake, the Statue of Liberty, and Uncle Sam, was a big hit! Thanks go to Elena 
and her helpers for a job well done! Congratulations also go to Jeanette Cooper, our Auxiliary Vice-President, 
who was chosen as Grand Marshall of the big parade! And to Denise Schlachter, who along with Denis  
Noncarrow, worked so hard with Joan Tyrer to produce a great event! All in all, July 4th was a wonderful day, 
topped off with hot dogs at the Legion after the parade, and a special reading of the Declaration of Independence 
by Kevin Webster- otherwise known as George Washington. Let’s keep the good vibes going as we continue to 
celebrate throughout the year. This was the first year that the Legion worked with the Southold Village  
Merchants and we look forward to continuing the July 4th parade tradition.  
   We are looking forward to the Legion Annual Car Show on Sunday, August 30th. Car entry fee is only $20, 
with registration on the day of the event. The public is welcome, and admission is free while donations are  
appreciated! Come down to see the classic cars, enjoy the music of the New York Vendettas, and sample the 
food truck- “Meats Meat”. We all look forward to another great day! 
   Congratulations are in order to Dave Wilburn, who is the new Commander of Post 803. We look forward to 
working together to serve our veterans, active military, and their families. 
   Mark your calendars now for the Auxiliary’s Annual Holiday Craft Fair, this year on Sunday November 1st. 
It will be here before you know it! Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12th. 
   Joan Cochran, Co-President 

H H LEGION AUXILIARY POST 803 H H

H 4th of July Parade H



- 3 -

12TH ANNUAL

CAR SHOW

For More Information: 631.466.2527 or msvater69@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
VETERANS • LEGION AUXILIARY • SONS OF THE LEGION 

CARS ARE A $20 DONATION  
AND SPECTATORS ARE A FREE WILL DONATION 

MEATS MEAT FOOD TRUCK  
AND MUSIC BY THE NEW YORK VENDETTAS

GRISWOLD TERRY GLOVER POST 803 • 51655 MAIN RD, SOUTHOLD, NY

RAIN OR SHINE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30th  
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need volunteers to help out with the Car Show  

on Sunday August 30th. "Many hands make light work" 
Please text or call Denise Schlachter at 631.466.2527 
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Philip J Goubeaud      8/3 
William J Lutkowski   8/6 
Michael Nickich           8/6 
Mario Mandalone        8/7 
David A Wilburn Jr     8/14 

Frank Klos                    8/18 
William C Grigonis     8/20 
Joseph P Pianese       8/24 
John R Heckmann      8/25 

We extend our  
Warmest Birthday Wishes 

to all our Fellow Legionnaires Celebrating in August!

If you are not listed please add your Birthday when you send in your membership dues. 

What did you do in the Navy?

Post Status: We have 175 paid up members for 2026 and have met the county goal of 100%. But 
by my count we have 175 of 177 possible renewals for 98.9%, but who’s counting. No matter 
how you look at it Post 803 has had a good membership year. The 2027 Membership ID cards 
have made it down to the County level and will soon be at the Post. For those of you who have 
sent in your dues to the Post or paid electronically be patient I’ll catch up by the end of August.   

 Veterans, come join us, we could use the help. 
Members are welcome: To contact the Post, use P.O. Box 591, Attn. Membership 

Legion Auxiliary Attn: Donna St Pierre • Sons of Legion Attn: Gary Iorio 
Post 803 Legionnaire Membership Requirements: To join Post 803, for Legionnaires you need to submit an 
American Legion Membership application, a copy of your DD-214 or discharge, and $57 for annual dues. All  
membership correspondence should be sent to Post 803, Attn. Membership, and P.O. Box 591, Southold, NY 11971. 
Thanks for supporting Post 803.  
Bob Cochran, Membership Chairman, 631.765.5828

H H MEMBERSHIP H H

NAVY RATINGS 
Cryptologic Technicians (CT) in the US Navy collect and analyze highly classified intelligence, including 
foreign communications, radar signals, and digital network traffic. They are essential for national security,  
operating in the air, on surface ships, on submarines, and at shore commands. 
Fire Control Technician (FT) is a critical U.S. Navy occupational rating aboard submarines. They are the  
critical link between the Officer of the Deck and the ship's weapons, operating advanced combat systems to 
process sonar data, track targets, and launch torpedoes or guided missiles like the Tomahawk. 
Boatswain's Mate (abbreviated as BM) is one of the oldest and most vital enlisted ratings in the U.S. Navy 
and U.S. Coast Guard. Known colloquially as "Boats," these sailors serve as the backbone of the deck department 
by managing ship maintenance, handling heavy mooring lines, driving small craft, and conducting high-risk 
operations at sea. 
Gunner's Mate (GM) is an enlisted military occupational rating in the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard. They 
are the resident subject matter experts on all weaponry—responsible for operating, maintaining, and repairing 
guided missile launch systems, torpedo systems, large-caliber deck guns, and small arms. 
-Bob Bittner 
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   150 years ago, in 1887, the 100th anniversary of the 4th of July, Southold’s parade commenced at 8 am. It 
moved along Main Street with horse-drawn wagons. This year, marking our nation’s 250th anniversary, the 
parade began at 12 noon, following the same Main Street and concluding at Southold’s American Legion Post 
803. Instead of horses, the wagons were pulled by gas-powered vehicles.  

   In the year 2076, marking the 300th anniversary of our great Nation, I wonder about the next advancements 
in technology. I also wonder how the young children who lined the streets this year will recall "2026" and 
share stories of this event with their own children. With technology expanding so quickly, they might find it 
amusing to look back at the computers we used, viewing them as outdated and thinking we were so behind the 
times! Just imagine how much can change in the next 50 years. 

   My friends, life revolves around TIME. We are incredibly lucky to witness and celebrate the 250th anniversary 
of our Nation. This moment invites us to reflect on the significance of the Declaration of Independence and 
the tremendous efforts of the remarkable individuals who secured the freedom we cherish today. Freedom 
should never be taken for granted, especially considering the sacrifices made by countless veterans who have 
fought and served our country. 

   Griswold-Terry-Glover Post 803 was honored to join in a true community celebration on this special day, 
where tradition blends with the community, and the essence of the Independence Day is reflected in friendship 
and shared moments in TIME! 

   God Bless our Country, Our Freedom and our Military that keeps us Safe! 

   John Christina, Historian 

H H 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 803 H H

  The July 4th parade was a big success. A great turnout of North Fork folks came to watch. The 
parade did not disappoint all who came to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence, and it was Americana on display!  Many generations enjoyed a family day 
on the beautiful North Fork!  A very big thank you to the parade committee and all who  
participated. The parade generated a lot of patriotism and spirit for the audience as well as the 

many marching groups. Let's keep that spirit going. Happy Birthday United States of America! 
This was a big day for the American Legion and it was good to see so many folks involved. 

Enjoy the North Fork summer and I hope to see you all again at the next Legion event. I leave you 
with a quote.  
“The flag still stands for freedom and they can’t take that away.” — Lee Greenwood 
Gary Iorio 
SAL Commander 

H H SONS OF THE LEGION H H

H H CHAPLAIN’S REPORT H H

Prayer for the Sick 
“O God, we lift up all those who are facing illness today.  

We ask that you bring healing comfort and peace to their bodies.  

Calm their fears and let them feel the healing power of Your love.” Amen. 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” - Matthew 5:9 
 Jeff Chagnon, Post Chaplain - 631.456.3258
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HALL AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Post Members - 10% Discount
Military Veterans - 5% Discount

A Representative will Review
the Hall Rental Agreement: 

We can Provide a List of Qualified Vendors: 

*VA Benefit Information Brochures Available

• Baby Christenings
• Sweet 16 Parties
• Graduations
• Weddings

•The American Legion Hall can Accommodate
up to Guests

•Ample Parking is Provided for Visitors
•Air Conditioned and Heated

• FamilyEvents
• Business Meetings
• Club Associations
• Funeral Occasion*

• Food Catering Service
• Flower Arrangements
• Event Planners

The Hall Rental agreement has all the requirements and
options available, which will be explained in detail. 

Griswold-Terry-Glover Post 803 
51655MainRoad
Southold, NY 11971 
631.765.2276

HALL AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

• Baby Christenings
• Sweet 16 Parties
• Graduations

• Weddings
• Family Events
• Business meetings

• Club Associations
• Funeral Occasion*

Post Members - 10% Discount
Military Veterans - 5% Discount

51655 Main Road 
Southold, NY 11971 
516.901.3228

Have you ever used  
a business that placed  
an ad in our Reporter?  

Please make sure to tell them 
that you saw their ad in the  
Southold American Legion 

Post’s Reporter publication!

VETERANS 
BENEFITS  
“CORNER”

BOYS NATION AT 80: 
STILL ‘A WEEK THAT 
SHAPES A LIFETIME’ 

TO READ THIS ARTICLE, 
SCAN THE QR CODE  

WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE.

David Chiaro –keyarrow@hotmail.com 
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LONG ISLAND 
POOL CARE
Bill Altintoprak 

50000 Main Road n Southold, NY 11971 
631.765.8285 

Li.Poolcare@gmail.com

Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

 
631.765.1061 

Feather Hill Village • 53345 Main Road 
PO Box 337 • Southold, NY 11971 

www.satnickjewelers.com
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631.765.3625 

175 Boisseau Avenue  |  P.O. Box 665 
Southold, New York 11971 

theinkspot@northforkprinting.com

The Ink Spot 
northforkprinting.com 

Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post

Earning Your Trust Every Day Since 1927

97
YEARS

MULLENMULLEN  
MOTORSMOTORS

Proud to Support Our Friends 
At The Southold American Legion



Please Support Our Advertisers as They Support Our Post
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Commander - Dave Wilburn 
1st Vice Commander - Jeff Chagnon 
2nd Vice Commander - Peter Haack   
Past Commander - Dave DeFriest 

Adjutant - Bob Bittner 
Finance Officer - Jim Cowan 

1st Finance Assistant - Vacant 
Sergeant at Arms - Neil Rochford 

Chaplain - Jeff Chagnon 
Post Historian - John Christina 

Membership Chair - Bob Cochran

Commander - Gary Iorio 
1st Vice - Rich Feely 

2nd Vice - Michael Anasagasti 
Adjutant - Jerry Murtha 

Treasurer - Brian Hughes 
Sergeant at Arms - Jonathan Bittner 

Chaplain - Daniel Kaelin

H H  LEGION OFFICERS H HH H  AUGUST & SEPTEMBER EVENTS H H

   MADE IN AMERICA

Co-President - Joan Cochran 
Co-President - Linda Ruland  

1st Vice Pres - Jeanette Cooper 
2nd Vice Pres - Patty Hopkins 

Treasurer - Patty Burns 
Recording Sec. - Priscilla Devine 

Corresponding Sec. - Elena Tomasino

H H  AUXILIARY OFFICERS H H

H H  SAL OFFICERS H H

08/04 Tues.   Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm 

08/06 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

08/07 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  
08/11 Tue.     Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm  
08/12 Wed.   Auxiliary Meeting 7pm 
08/13 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

08/14 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

08/18 Tues.   Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm 

08/20 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

08/21 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

08/27 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time.  

08/28 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

08/28 Fri.      Car Show Set up  

08/30 Sun.   Car Show  
09/01 Tues.   Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm 

09/03 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

09/04 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

09/08 Tue.     Executive and Business Meeting: Bar 6:00pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Meeting 7:00pm  
09/09 Wed.    Auxiliary Meeting 7pm. 
09/10 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

09/11 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

09/15 Tues.   Tuesday Day BINGO - Doors Open at 12 noon and Games start at 12:30pm 

09/17 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

09/18 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm  

09/24 Thu.    Night BINGO - Doors Open at 6:00pm. Must be seated by 7pm start time. 

09/25 Fri.      Bar is Open 6:30pm and Queen of Hearts Drawing 8pm 


