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Dear Friends, 

 

Recently, I’ve spent a great deal of time in quiet thought. With the constant reports of vio-
lence, war, and political absurdity, there is a lot to think about and absorb. Sadly, none of 
it is that new. Human history is full of examples. Many living in our world today have 
never known a time in their life without pain and suffering. 

 

In my experience, when we are confronted with such darkness, there’s an expectation that 
words of comfort, reassurance, and even wisdom will flow abundantly from the pulpit, 
filling the Church, filling God’s people.  

 

Sometimes, too many words get in the way. I have to admit that my brain has begun to 
shut off whenever I hear or read about the most recent acts of hatred. That is, until I’m 
alone, or the moment my head hits the pillow. Then I find myself swimming in it. Usual-
ly, as those of you who know me well can attest, I’m not at a loss for words. Writing ser-
mons and newsletter articles normally isn’t a chore. What is so different now? Why am I 
having such difficulty expressing myself? 

 

I think perhaps the Spirit is trying to get me to listen. In the chaos of it all, I’m having 
trouble hearing . . . I’m busy digging in my head trying to find something, anything, to 
say. Nothing seems to be emerging, or is it? I find that one may discover answers if we 
allow ourselves to sit in silence, listening intently and patiently for the “still small 
voice” (I Kings 19:11-13) to instruct us. 

 

In my quietness, something is happening. Perhaps the Spirit is finding room and God’s 
creative presence is busy bringing healing and wholeness. As I look around and ponder 
the world I see, I find a tremendous amount to be thankful for today. These horrific events 
are being transformed. People are coming together, building community, bringing hope. It 
may not be perfect, but it is good. All the answers may not be there, but the potential for a 
new way of being is just over the horizon. 

 

Hiding behind closed doors, the early Christians struggled to find a way forward, past the 
violence and fear. God’s Spirit came to them. Jesus breathed it upon them, saying, “Peace 
be with you.” (John 20:21-22). In those few words, their world was changed. As Chris-
tians, we too are called into that Peace. We too are invited to find healing and hope. And 
just as those disciples who went before us, we are commissioned to spread the Good 
News of God’s Peace and Love in both word and, even more powerfully, in our actions. 

 

In Christ, Denzil+ 
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Upcoming Events 

• Tuesday through 
Thursday; 

       9 am Morning Prayer, 
       7 pm Evening Prayer 
•  9 am Friday, Morning  
 Prayer only 
•  8:15 am Sunday:   

Morning Prayer 
• 9:00 am Sunday: Holy      
 Eucharist 
       All services on Trini-                           
       ity’s Facebook Page          
        And on Zoom 
 

 

Here is the link to our on 
line Zoom Services. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

3889192038?  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3889192038?pwd=WFM5ZjNja1kzS1FoQXlZSHFsQTgrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3889192038?pwd=WFM5ZjNja1kzS1FoQXlZSHFsQTgrUT09


                           Financial Snapshot YTD (Month ending April 30, 2026) 

Funds (As of  4/30/26) 
Endowment Balance     $1,040,766 

 Memorial Balance        $    72,340 

 Designated Funds Balance  $26,307 

Operating Account Balance $29,276 

 

 

              

 

Income 

Pledge and Plate       $25,843 

(Year to date budgeted pledge and Plate 
Budget)           $20,862 

Endowment Income $26,349 

(Year to date budgeted Endowment In-
come)      $23,042 

Total Income            $68,752 

Budgeted Income     $50,083 

Net Income         $16,669  

 

 

Expense 

Building and Grounds $15,871 

(Year to Date Building and Grounds 
Budget)                 $13,241  

Office & Admin           $  5,271 

(Year to date Office and Administration 
Budget)                   $  3,790 

Total Expense               $63,656 

Budgeted YTD Exp.     $59,179 

Excess of Income over expense  

YTD.             $  6,096 

Budgeted         -$  9,095 
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Prayer List 

May, June and July Birthdays and Anniversaries   
Birthdays 

    May 

       5/1 Doug Tierney    5/30 Matthew Stephens    6/27 Robert Herget             7/27 Mariella Candler 

       5/2 Catherine Baker    5/31 Gary Gorney July       7/29 Cathie Patterson 

       5/3 Richard Abner June        7/1 Andrew Nwose     7/31 Cecelia Seabrook 

       5/4 Hannah Stephens     6/1 Max Hansen      7/8 Tia Nwose       7/31 Elspeth Stanzil 

       5/14 Ruth Waters     6/5 Jason Lantgen      7/10 Ethan Lantgen Anniversaries 

       5/19 Judy Stefanick        6/13 David Danckwort      7/11 Theodore Candler    May 

       5/19 Janet Stephens     6/18 Theresa Candler          7/12 Cindy Olson      5/9 Trish & Bella Tousignant 

       5/20 John Muschler     6/23 David Fitting       7/14 Richard Blogg        July 

       5/23 Bob Hansen     6/25 Mary Ellen Herget       7/16 Jason Gutierrez      7/15 Jacklyn & Jason Lantgen 

              7/23Debbie & Richard Abner 

Kyndel, Luna, Debbie, Sara, Jeff, Alex, Janet, Joy, Cindy, Joyce, Dustin, Bill, Kira, Ron, Bernice, Denise, Jean, Doro-
thy, Kaylyn, Judy, Marilyn, Rob, Talia, Roy, Rose, Ian, Doris, Chris, Michelle, Ed, Erick, Lily, Desmond, Alton, Chris 
V., Patti M., Linda, Sarah, Brian, Michael, Alison, Tim, Cheryl, George, Dick, Gale, Malcolm, Signe, Nate, Devon, 
Katie, Mary, Maggie, Bud, Cathie, Mike, Sue, Daniel, Jared, Marrianne, Cathy, Ken, Sasha, Cecilia, Anthony, Andrea, 
Robert, Inga, Gary, Otto, Jenson, Chaney, Julian, Bobbie, Mary Ellen, Jim, Jamie, Marilou, Tom M., Eileen, Chireen, 
David, Debbie, Bernie, Nigel, Barb G., Rita, Terry, Matthew, Amy K., Al, Lisa, Christie, Robin, Rainer, Don, Virg, 
Tawnya, Shanna, Kim, Kris, Connor, Anne, Bob, Phyllis, Ella, Talon, Taylor, Linda J, Ty, Roberta, Paul, Dick, John, 

A Changing of the Guard 

I joined Trinity in 1991 after I lost my father to cancer. Began coming to the eight o’clock service. Loved it. No music. 
In and out in 35 minutes or less. After about a month Father Burden had me ushering and I was hooked. Trinity was 
blessed back then to be shepherded by a group of wonderful ladies who did everything for Trinity. At Marnie Pritchard’s 
Memorial Service recently. Father Luckritz spoke of the St. Margaret’s Guild. Those ladies were the heart and soul of 
the Guild.  On the Thursday after Marnie’s Service.  Gale Blogg, Linda and I were remembering Marnie and that group  
of inspirational women - The Grand Dames of Trinity. A shout out to them in Heaven: Marnie, Dolores Palmquist, Sara 
Paris, Lucile Kane, Pearl Richardson, Naomi Fauth, Julia Rollins, Mona Knuth, Aunt Betty and others whose name I fail 
to recall. We were blessed by their presence and their memory lives on. Our best wishes to Mary Ellen Herget who will 
celebrate her 102 birthday in June. Thank you, Dear Lord, for the inspiration and dedication they continue to give to us. 
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The First 
Book of  
Common Prayer - 1549 

 

The first Book of Common Prayer came into use 
on the Day of Pentecost, June 9, 1549, in the sec-
ond year of the reign of King Edward the Sixth. 
From it have descended all subsequent editions 
and revisions of the Book in the Churches of the 
Anglican Communion. 

 

Though prepared by a commission of learned 
bishops and priests, the format, substance, and 
style of the Prayer Book were primarily the work 
of Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
1533–1556. The principal sources employed in its 
compilation were the medieval Latin service 
books of the Use of Sarum (Salisbury), with en-
richments from the Greek liturgies, certain ancient 
Gallican rites, the vernacular German forms pre-
pared by Luther, and a revised Latin liturgy of the 
reforming Archbishop Hermann of Cologne. The 
Psalter and other biblical passages were drawn 

from the English “Great Bible” authorized by King Henry the Eighth in 1539, and the Litany 
was taken from the English form issued as early as 1544. 

 

The originality of the Prayer Book, apart from the felicitous translations and paraphrases of 
the old Latin forms, lay in its simplification of the complicated liturgical usages of the medie-
val Church, so that it was suitable for use by the laity as well as by the clergy. The Book thus 
became both a manual of common worship for Anglicans and a primary resource for their per-
sonal spirituality. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, whose servant Thomas Cranmer, with others, restored the lan-
guage of the people in the prayers of your Church: Make us always thankful for this heritage; 
and help us so to pray in the Spirit and with the understanding, that we may worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Notes from the Director of Music 

  

 Credo, Commitment, and Call 

  

 We say the Creed every Sunday. “I believe…” And what follows is a statement of faith. But, we say “I be-
lieve” many times in the week. A few nights ago I was watching a program where former basketball stars were predict-
ing the outcome of an important game. Each said, “I believe that a certain team will win the game.” Another would 
counter with a different statement, but it still began, “I believe…”  

 The importance of this is the faith that is behind the statements. None of the former stars really knew who 
would win, but each of them “believed” with all their hearts that they were right. Listen to yourself this week and see 
how many times you say, “I believe.” Did you know you were making a statement of faith? 

 Most seminary students have to write a statement of faith before they are ordained. Many of them have to de-
fend their beliefs. When we say, “I believe…” do we have the knowledge, sources, translations, etc. to defend our be-
liefs? When we open our minds and read scholarly articles we may find that our beliefs might need some updating. 

 Certainly, the Dead Sea Scrolls shed new light on many passages of scripture. Other documents have made us 
aware of words that have more than one meaning. In any case, remember that when you say, “I believe…” you are mak-
ing a statement of faith. 

 As Christians we have a deep commitment to the teachings of Jesus Christ. The summary of the law puts it 
well: 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it; You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two com-
mandments depend all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40 

 We do our best to live lives that show God’s love to all people. But, sometimes we forget who our neighbor is. 
Or, maybe we don’t always want to know our neighbor. Its always easier if we can get someone else to take care of our 
neighbor.  

 But, the call to be a disciple of Christ is to reach out to all those around us. It is a hard task, and an easy one too. 
Hard to start, easy once you’ve begun. 

 When was the last time you invited someone to a special event at the church? Or to join a group in the church, 
i.e., one of the choirs, a circle, or a committee? When we have visitors, we do such a good job of making them feel “at 
home” in our church. But, what about the “follow up?” I know there is a nice letter that goes out from the office. But 
that’s not exactly what I mean. What if they come back? What then? How do we bring new people into the fold of our 
Christian Community. When I came here, there were many things I was curious about. How did certain things get done. 
How did you know that everyone brought some special thing for a certain occasion. Let us all be aware of looking at the 
things we do through the eyes of visitors. They need a mentor to help them understand, and they need directions about 
how we do things.  

 The great hymnologist Erik Routley said, “Hymns are the take-home package of the Christian faith.” I think the 
hymn Jane Parker Huber wrote in 1981 sums it up well: 

 

 Called as partners in Christ’s service, Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, 

 Called to ministries of grace,   Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 

 We respond with deep commitment  Let us follow, never faltering,  

 Fresh new lines of faith to trace.  Reconciling folk on earth. 

 May we learn the art of sharing   Men and women, richer, poorer,  

 Side by side and friend with friend,  All God’s people, young and old, 

 Equal partners in our caring   Blending human skills together 

 To fulfill God’s chosen end.   Gracious gifts from God unfold. 

 

—Gregory Gyllsdorff 
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Outreach     May 2026 

 We are beginning our first Outreach for this year to support the Association for Individual Development (AID).  
This is a wonderful organization that provides support for a range of needs including  those who have developmental 
delays or Behavioral issues.  We receive a list each year for the items that best meet their needs including items for su-
pervised independent housing.   

 Our church also has an Emergency Prayer chain that Fr Denzil will contact  if a family has contacted him for  
immediate prayer needs.  If you would like to become part of this chain please let Fr. Denzil or  Marilou at 630-212-
6244 and  myself, Karen, 708-903-6893. 

Karen Dolan 

 

 

 

 

Building and Grounds 

Finally, some movement on finishing the updates to the Chancel. Michael Miller, the woodworker that we had 
hired to complete the project has been dismissed by the Vestry. Another skilled woodworker is currently developing 
bids to not only complete the Chancel work but also to upgrade the Chapel. The Chapel renovation will include; 1) the 
rebuilding of the Chapel exterior door with a waterproof sill to prevent flooding; w2) Installing a new water resistant 
stone floor; 3) Removal of the carpeting and riser around the Altar and upgrading of the floor; 4) Upgrading the light-
ing. Hopefully this will all be accomplished before the end of the summer. 

The kitchen cabinets have all been repainted and we are awaiting the paining of the ceiling and walls in a light 
tan to go with the brown and tan backsplash. These improvements, coupled with the new stainless-steel countertop will 
make the kitchen shine! 

Exterior painting continues as we find peeling paint tto be am ongoing problem. 

Earlier this year Michels Plumbing corrected a long-standing problem with the pipes under the Guild Room. I 
remember Father Burden holding up a rusted-out pipe from there and involving the hillbilly prayer that the pipes would 
last another year, 1996! The pipes were flat and the steam would pool in the pipes and rust them through. As of last 
count we had replaced the pipes twice and the current pipes had 4 patches on them. It sounds like an easy fix but took a 
week and was pricey. I have worked with a number of plumbers through the years and Michels is by far the best. A side 
benefit of the work was the basement pretty much got cleaned up and out! 

When we had the roof replaced last year, they installed new downspouts. Recently one of those fell down. Ma-
ria saved all the parts and the downspout was re-installed correctly! 

Cathie Patterson is currently soliciting bids to correct the erosion problem we have at the Benton entry to the 
parking lot. We repave the entry every few years and the water washes the pavement away.  

In a program related development. It looks like we have received sufficient donations to purchase a set of Bells 
and related equipment to rekindle our Bell Choir. Morer news to come. 

Thanks to Gary, Otto and Maria for keeping our grounds so beautiful! 
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Sandwich Board 

 
Sandwich Board: 
 For our first quarter, 2026; the number of neighbors being served lunches has gone down a little.  Through 
April we have served 5,657 lunches.  We have had some new volunteers each week.  They are wonderful, loyal and 
steady.   

I started an emergency contact list for all.  This will help when we need to contact someone in case of an 
emergency.   

Looking forward to some warmer weather and making it easier to serve our lunches. 
We have transitioned our financial software from Quickbooks to Quicken during the first six months of the 

year. It has been quite a learning experience. We are still in the process of developing procedures so other people 
could do the Sandwich Board’s bookkeeping if needed. 

       
Amnesty Center: 
 Had a little bit of business.  It reminded me that if you have a “green card” – Alien Registration Card make 
sure you check for renewal date.  This can be done six months in advance of your expiration date.   I was very much 
surprised at the cost for renewal – WOW!  
    
Altar Flowers: The suggested donation is $40.00 to decorate the Altar. Flowers can be given to remember individu-
als or milestones and are given to the Glory of God.  Many times the flowers will  reflect the Sunday readings..   

Speaking of flowers, I would like to thank all the helpers for Easter arrangements for the Church – Lisa, 
Cathie, Elspeth, Jill.  I hope I have not forgotten anyone.  Special thanks go to Doug Tucker for his help every Sun-
day.  

 

Kitchen:  If you haven’t been in the kitchen lately – go and look.  All of the cabinets have been painted.  They were 
in bad shape and the result is fantastic.  The counter tops and cabinets are now state of the art!  Thanks to a “special 
someone” who donated all the work.    
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Sandwich Board Financial Statement 

For the Quarter Ending 3/31/2026 

           
Thee following Financial Data reflects out Annual Income and Expenses taken from 

our QuickBook file 

Beginning balance 1/1/2026 $7,975 

Income: 

  Churches 

   Trinity  $ 1,000 

Group    $ 2,400 

  Individual  $ 4,663 

  On Line  $    378 

  Interest  $        1  

 Total Income  $ 8,442 

Expenses 

  Insurance  $      828 

  License   $     115 

  Payroll   $   1,300 

  Food   $     680  1 

  Lunch Support  $     653   2 

  Office Supplies$      $    184  

 Total Expense  $ 3,760 

Income Minus Expense  $ 4,682 

Operating Account Balance 12/31 $12,657 
Notes:  

1) Meal preparation costs are for food costs not covered by the contributing Churches. For example: 

Church A prepares 300 lunches. We give out 330 lunches. The Sandwich Board pays for the extra 

30 lunches. 

2) Food Support costs. Includes bags, salt, pepper, condiments, coffee, etc. 

 

The Sandwich Board 
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We have a new not-for-profit agency occupying our basement; Stable Able. This organization, champi-

oned by its founder, Vernnita McGee-Andrews, seeks to find housing and supportive services for 
Veterans. We welcome Vernita and her staff with open arms! 

 

Stable Able 
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Trinity is a congregation that      
strives to be a thriving, vibrant, 

open and affirming,  
diverse community 

 of hope that, with God’s  
help, heartily welcomes the 

stranger, joyously  
worships the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness, and  

lovingly serves ‘the least of  
these,’ a church that changes  
people’s lives for the better. 

218 East Benton Street 

Aurora, Il. 60505 

 

Phone: (630) 897-7283 

trin29@trinityaurora.org  

Web Site:  

www.trinityaurora.org  

Serving God and God’s People 

Since 1849 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

 

 

    Trinity Vestry 
 

Senior Warden:                        
Guy Stephens 

Junior Warden: 
Marilou Clohessy 

Members     
Mike Corr 

John Heath 

Tom Herget 

Cindy Olson 

Cecilia Seabrook 

Doug Tucker 

Cathie Patterson- Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


