
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
                                     
                                     2400 Mayport Road,   Atlantic Beach, Florida 32233  
              MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. Drawer 330005   Atlantic Beach, Florida   32233 
               Office:  (904) 246-6014     Hall:  (904) 246-8771     Fax:  (904) 246-1219  
                              Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Rev. Rafael Lavilla, Pastor 
paengosj@gmail.com 

(904) 496-2539 
 

Parish Office 
Samantha Matthews 
Secretary and DRE 
(SAMatthews.StJohn@outlook.com) 
Kathryn LaPointe 
Bookkeeper, Records 
(sjccbookkeeper@gmail.com) 
Monica Trinidad 
Administrative Assistant 
Bulletin & Outreach 
(mtrinidad.stjohn@outlook.com) 
 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday      5pm        
Sunday        7am, 9am & 11am 
 
Communion Service 
Sunday         12:30PM 
Facebook Online Mass  
Sunday:        10:00AM 
Tue-Fri:          6:00PM 
 

Parish Webpage   
 https://saintjohnsatlanticbeach.org   
Parish Email    
 StJohntheBaptistAB@gmail.com   
Confession  
30 Minutes prior to each Mass or by  
appointment.                           

              
               Facebook  
   @ stJohn.atlanticbeach        

 

        
          Instagram      
   @StJohns_atlanticbeach 

April 4, 2021 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

REJOICE AND BE GLAD 
During the first three or four centuries of Christianity, if you asked a Christian to name the feast 
days of the church, your answer would have been a puzzled stare, for there was only one feast: the 

Resurrection of the Lord. Every Sunday was a feast celebrating the one great feast. Even though our 
calendar now has many beautiful and holy feasts, we must continually be called back to the fact that all 
these other feasts exist because of the feast of Christ’s passover from death to life. The psalm today 
proclaims this message well: “This is the day.” It is not one of many days, but it is the day of all days, 
the one that gives all the others their origin, purpose, meaning, and destiny. Listen carefully to Peter’s 
speech in Acts with its recollection of the Passion, to the words of the apostle Paul, and to the account 

of Mary Magdalene, John, and Peter finding the empty tomb, and you will hear the many wonderful 
works that God has done for us through Christ. Rejoice and be glad!  



FEAST OF FAITH 
 
The Eucharist: Food for Resurrection 
   How do we celebrate Easter, the greatest 
of our Christian feasts? By doing what we 
do every Sunday and every day: celebrating 
the Mass. On the first Easter, as the heart-
broken disciples walked the road to Em-
maus, the Lord was with them but they did 
not realize it. They only recognized him “in 
the breaking of the bread” (Luke 22:35). 
  It is the same for us. In the Mass—the 
breaking of the bread—we meet the risen 
Lord together. We meet him in each other—
for by our baptism into his death and resur-
rection, we have become members  of one 
body, the Body of Christ. We meet him in 
his word—in the liturgy the scriptures are 
proclaimed to us, that they might take root 

and grow in us. And we meet him in 
a special way in the Eucharist, the 
sacrament of his Body and Blood, 
which is food for resurrection: 
“whoever eats this bread will live for-
ever”  (John 6:51). The Lord is risen 
indeed, and it is the Risen One who 
truly presides at this and every Eu-
charist. 

Easter Sunday 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Imagine the flood of emotions that 
Mary of Magdala must have experienced on that first East-
er morning. Grieving and yet determined to visit the place 
where Jesus’ body had been laid, Mary would have been 

stunned to find the tomb empty. Imagine Simon Peter and 
the other disciple who, upon hearing Mary’s announce-

ment, ran to see for themselves. On Easter, we hear the 
story of Jesus’ resurrection as though for the first time, 

through the account of Mary’s discovery and the testimony 
of Peter who powerfully shared Christ’s Paschal Mystery. 
We, too, have come to believe through their faithful wit-

ness. We are called to seek what is above, turn away from 
sin, and live as people who are forever transformed by the 

Good News of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Readings for the Week 
 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; 
Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 
Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48 
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a; 
Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 16-21; 
Mk 16:9-15 
Sunday: Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 
1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-43.— Peter is an 
eyewitness: The Lord is risen. 
Psalm 118— This is the day the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad. 
(1) Second Reading Col 3:1-4— All who are bap-
tized, set your hearts in heaven, or 
(2) Second Reading 1 Cor 5:6b-8— Christ our 
Passover is sacri-ficed; therefore let us celebrate. 
 
Gospel Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 — Three witnesses, 
Mary, Peter, and John; each responds to the empty 
tomb (or, afternoon or evening Mass, Luke 24:13-35).  

BEAR WITNESS 
 
We may not have opportunities to ad-
dress crowds of people and share the 
gospel with them. Still, we are called 
to bear witness to our faith in the 
ways that we are able, in word and in 
deed. We cannot share what we have 
not fully embraced ourselves, howev-
er. The Easter season is the perfect 
time to reflect on Christ’s Paschal Mys-
tery, the unfathomable love of Jesus 
who shows and shares God’s love per-
fectly. Our Lord gave his life so that 
we might have life, and have it to the 
full. Christ’s victory over sin and death 
is our victory, our promise of eternal 
life with God in the fullness of time. 
See in Christ’s life, passion, death, and 
resurrection the sign of God’s mercy. 
Let this Easter day be a moment in 
which you allow yourself to be touched 
by Christ’s incredible, undying love. 
Then, renewed in faith, look for ways 
to bear witness to the mercy, for-
giveness, compassion, and love of the 
Lord with others.  



MASS SCHEDULE SAINTS  & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES  
 
 

Donna Cappock  
Novalee Sanchez  

Lily Rodriguez 
Delores Fox   

Albert Wagner  
Loretta Wagner  

John Weitort  
Nanette Franzuela  

Bob Pote  
Amor Guzman  
Rina Hopkins  
Glenn Young  
Jim Driscoll  
Ron Keese  

Mario Amayo  
Don Cozine  

Ernesto Budang  
Aurea Silang  

Bernadette Maron 
Denise Jones 
Daniel Lerin 

Christie Lerin 
Sandy Barata 

Sarah Faith Collins 

Altar Flowers: 
 If you would like to 

offer Altar Flowers for a 
special occasion or in 

memory of a loved one, 
please  call the office.  

Donation is $40.00 

STEP OUT IN FAITH 
 

Mary ran to tell Simon 
Peter and the other dis-
ciple that the tomb was 
empty. No doubt con-
fused and concerned, 

Peter and the other dis-
ciple set aside whatev-
er fear might have oc-
curred to them and ran 

to see the tomb for 
themselves. We do not 

always understand 
God’s ways. We too are 
confused at times; our 

lives are marked by 
moments of uncertain-
ty, and at times we are 

afraid. We can learn 
from Mary, Simon Pe-

ter, and the other disci-
ple and step out in 

faith, trusting that we 
will find the Lord in the 

midst of the circum-
stances of our lives. 

When life gets compli-
cated, as it often does, 
the best thing to do is 
step out, perhaps even 

run to the Lord!  

Sat April 3 
 

8:30pm Vigil 
RCIA Candidates 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Saturday; Vigil 
of Easter  
 

Sun April 4 
 
7am: 
St John’s Parishioners 
9am 
† Bill & Bonita Bruce 
By Bruce Family 
11am 
† Julianne Marie  
  Peterson “Tuttle” 
By Sandra & John  
          Tuttle  
Easter Sunday of 
the Resurrection of 
the Lord  

Tues April 6  
 

† Wanda Lopez 
By  Magaly Tola 
 
 
  

Wed April 7 
 

† Richard Oulette 
By Mike & Barbara 
           Schuman 
 
 

Thu April 8 
 

† Madeleine Nguyen 
            Thị Ðu’ǭc 
By Mike & Barbara 
           Schuman 
 
  
  

Fri April 9 
 
Prayers for Healing  
Novalee Sanchez 
By Mark & Debbie  
           Bunting 
 
Friday in the Oc-
tave of Easter; 
Julian Calendar 
Good Friday  
 
 
 
 
 

Sat April 10 
 

† Helen C. Ward 
By Rick & Denny  
            Foster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun April 11 
 
7am: 
† Dora Hidalgo 
By Hidalgo Family 
9am 
1st Communion 
Candidates 
11am 
St John’s Parishioners 

 
Text 
to 

Give 
 

All you 
have to do is text the 

word “Give” to  
(904) 441-8646 

You will then be sent a 
link by text where you 

can sign in to your 
online giving account 
and donate or give a 

one time gift.  
You can pick where you 
want your donation to 
go regular offertory, 
building fund, EAM or 
any other offering on 

the list. 

Save the Date 
It's time to mark your calen-

dar for the  
Florida Eucharistic  

Congress 
 on June 4-5.  

This year the Eucharistic 
Congress will kick-off at 
Queen of Peace Catholic 

Church, Gainesville on Fri-
day, June 4, beginning at 5 

p.m.  
On Saturday, June 5, partici-

pants will move to St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in 

Jacksonville, where the day 
begins at 8 a.m. with a Eu-

charistic Procession.  
For details, visit  

FloridaEucharist.org.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PRAYERS, SUPPORT, AND  
PARICIPATION IN COM-
FORTING OUR FAMILY 
IN THE PASSING OF  

† GENE CLEMENS.  
 

SALLY CLEMENS AND  
FAMILY 



 

What’s Going on at St John’s 

The  Respect life Committee is look-
ing for donations of diapers, sizes 
newborn-size 5 as well as baby 

wipes. We w ill be passing them 
out to families in need of baby items 
that come on Tuesdays for the food 
distributions, sponsored by the EAM. 
Please put any donations in the Re-
spect for Life basket located in the 

Narthex.   
Thank you for your Support,  

The Respect for Life Committee 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY—RESPECT LIFE: 
  Join us each First Friday after the 8:00 a.m. 

Mass for the recitation of the Holy Rosary 
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Please help 

us pray for the protection and safety of the 
unborn. 

KofC Meetings Tuesdays 
@7PM 

April 13th & 27th 
 

Mary, Queen of 
the Knights 

Our Lady Queen of 
the Knights, bless 
all the activities of 
our order keep us 
true to the pledge, 
to extend the King-
ship of your Divine 
Son on earth; 
through your inter-
cession win for us 
your grace eve to 
exemplify in our 
public and private 

lives, the virtues which should charac-
terize those, specially dedicated to the 
service of the heavenly court. Make us 
always aware, that as your Knights we 
are constantly observed, our faith 
judged, and our order appreciated. Ac-
cept O Mary, this renewed pledge of 
fealty and devotion, of your servants 
the Knights of Columbus. 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 
 San Lorenzo Ruiz Council #14866 welcomes 
all Catholic men over 18 years of age to join 
our Brotherhood team.  For further infor-
mation about us, please call Grand Knight 
Jimmy Hundley at (904) 246-6014.  Council 
Officers meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month. All members meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.  Both meetings are 
held  at the Parish Hall Library at 7:00 PM. 

Knights of Columbus 
#14866 

THE MEN’S CLUB: 
 

The Men’s Club meets every 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7PM in the 

Parish Hall. New members are  al-
ways welcome! 

Men’s Club president is Jeff Mar-
quardt, please call the Parish office 

for more info. 
 

Men’s Club meetings  
@ 7PM  

April 15th 

THE LADIES’ GUILD: 
  

Members meet on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month in the Parish Hall. New 

members are always welcome! Ladies 
president is Barb Knauss, please call 

Parish office for more info. 
 

Ladies meetings  
@6:30PM  April 6th 

 

The mission of the St. John’s Ladies Guild 
is to render spiritual and social services 
within our parish and community and to 

lovingly nurture a spiritual and social 
life among our members.  

TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE 
The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all alle-
gations of sexual misconduct seriously and 
deals with all allegations in a prompt, confi-

dential and thorough manner.  To report 
abuse call:  Diocesan Victim Assistance Coor-
dinator at (904) 262-3200 extension 129 or 

the Department of Children and Families 
 at 1-800-96ABUSE. 

St John’s EAM  
is collecting UNEXPIRED canned 
vegetables & fruit for our food 

Pantry. Please bring any items to 
the Parish, during office hours 

9am-4pm Mon-Fri.  
 

Any Monetary Donations are 
greatly appreciated as well.  

 
  St John’s EAM: 

Are dedicated to helping the poor of 
Atlantic Beach & surrounding area. 
New members are  always needed 
and welcomed, call office for more 

info. 
Food distributions: 

Every Tue. 3-4pm (setup starts 
about 2pm in Parish Hall) 

1st Sat. of the month 8-10am 
3rd Sat. of the month 6-about 9am 

This is our big outside drive-thru 
distribution. Please call the parish 

office to sign up to volunteer. 

St John’s Young Church 
Membership is open to high school-
aged youth, and new members are 

always welcome.  
The St. John’s Young Church is dedi-
cated to exploring their Christianity 
through service in their community.   

Contact Paul Trinidad  
(904) 923-8250 or call the  

parish office at (904) 246-6014. 

RCIA  
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm 
Holy Saturday April 3 

Easter Vigil 7:45pm 
April 4 Easter! 

April 6 
Conversion/A Lifelong Process M1 

April 13  
The Role of the Laity M2 

April 20 
Your Spiritual GiftsM3 

April 27 
Discernment M4 

May 4 
Our Call to Holiness M5 

May 11 
Living the Virtues M6 

May 25 
Evangelization M8 

 

If you are a parishioner interested in attend-
ing a RCIA meeting to refresh your faith 

please call the office for more information. 

 James Ezelle  (904) 412-6548  
 Parish office (904) 246-6014. 

Wednesday Kinder-5th  
6:15-7:30pm 

April 14, 21    Mass 28th 
 

Sunday 6th-Confirmation 
6:15-7:30pm 

April 11 & 18     Mass 25th 
 

Sunday Sacramental prep 
 Retreat April 10 10am-2pm  

w/parents 
 

Religious Education Director:   
Samantha Matthews  246-6014 

WEEKLY ROSARY:  
A weekly rosary is held each 

Wednesday night at 6:00pm in 
the Marian Chapel (If we need to 
spread out more we move to the 

main Sanctuary).   
This is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 

 
CHOIRS:  

There is no practice as of now due to 
Covid restrictions 



HALL RENTAL: 
  The Parish Hall is available for rent to St. John’s parishioners 
for their own use, such as wedding receptions, anniversaries or 
birthdays. It may not be rented by a parishioner for someone 
else. If strangers are found to be holding an event in the hall, 
they’ll be asked to leave as they are not covered by our insur-
ance, voiding the contract. Since the hall is used on Sunday 
mornings, our custodian must be hired to do the clean-up to 
the standard we require. 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS MINISTRY: 
  New members always welcome,  You don’t have to be a medi-
cal professional to join.  Meetings correspond to the monthly 
Memory Café dates.  (See announcement in bulletin.) 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  Bulletin announcements must be received  a week prior to the 
bulletin date.  
You may call Monica  at 246-6014 with your announcement, or 
email to  mtrinidad.stjohn@outlook.com  
 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: 
  SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: Interested in exploring ways to get 
closer to the Lord through prayer, scripture and contempla-
tion?  Contact Dennis Stone (dennisjstone@comcast.net) or 
Kathleen Patneau (kpatneau@comcast.net) both are certified 
by Our Lady of Divine Providence School of Spiritual Direction in 
Clearwater, Florida. During the pandemic, sessions are con-
ducted in person or virtually.  

Easter Sunday:  A Good Day to Die 
 

Do you remember your own baptism? I wish I could; I was baptized as an infant, just a few days 
old. I envy the adults I have seen baptized at the Easter Vigil. Hopefully, they experience what St. 
Paul says in the epistle we hear at the Vigil. For Paul, Baptism is a sign of dying and rising to new 
life. Sounds like Easter to me. So when Jesus died, he rose from the dead. Is Paul telling us that 

we will rise from the dead, too? 
Yes, but that is not his main point. If all we think about is our physical death, and hope we go to 
heaven afterwards, we're missing the point. The new life starts with our baptism, not just our 

physical death. That's why Paul says things like, "our old self was crucified" or "sinful body done 
away with. . .." (Rom 6:6) Baptism gives us a new life NOW. The water is both cleansing and a sign of dying (symbolic drowning) 

that help us see we are free from sin. We are dead to sin when we begin to live in Christ. The fictional Klingons have a saying 
"today is a good day to die" to express courage in battle. But real Christians might say that Easter is a good day to die: we have 

died to sin and begun a new life in Christ. 
How do we experience this dying to sin? First, we identify the sinful areas of our life. Do I watch movies, video games, or TV 

shows that encourage promiscuity, lying, revenge, hatred or selfishness? What sins do I confess repeatedly and what can I do to 
avoid them? 

Next we look for ways to act differently: Can I spend more time with friends/relatives who are examples of love? Can I spend less 
time entertaining myself and more time in prayer? Instead of complaining about what is wrong with the world, can I find ways to 

make it better? (If not the world, then my community or family.) These are a few of the ways we begin our new in Christ.  
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Fresh & Salt Water
Bait & Tackle

Ice • Propane • Boat Storage

2789 State Rd., A1A

249-3933

STEEG PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
Specializing in Repairs • Remodeling

Repiping • Water Heaters
Serving the Beaches Since 1956

249-5191

Serving Your Family at the Beach
Since 1946

904-249-2374
1701 Beach Boulevard
at Beach and Penman

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)
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Dr. Chris Williams
Cosmetic, TMJ, and Implant Dentistry

391 14th Avenue South

Jacksonville Beach 

 241-4337

Parishioners

We Want Your Business…
$20 Off Any Donovan Service

For Parishioners, Family & Friends With Ad or Bulletin

……give us the opportunity to earn it.
270-COOL/223-4200

Lic. # CAC039761

A Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Centre

Serving the Community 
One Family at a Time

Catholic Owned

• Jacksonville Beach’s Only On-Site Crematory
• Highly Trained, Professionally Licensed Staff
• Full Service Funeral Home

The expertise, facilities & desire to personalize each service
904.249.1100
Ponte Vedra Blvd. at A1 A

Jacksonville Beach
www.quinn-shalz.com

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS

Diocesan Parishioner

904-247-3777
www.neliganconstruction.net

CERT. ROOFER #CCC-1325888 • CERT. BUILDER #CBC-059536

193 State Rd. 16, St. Augustine, FL 32084
910 11th Ave S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

neligan
Construction

& Roofing

V. Todd
Ferreira

A CUT ABOVE TREE SERVICE
ARBORIST ON STAFF

PRESERVATION
TRIMMING • REMOVAL

24 HOUR STORM SERVICE

LICENSED • INSURED
SERVING ALL AREAS

241-0008 • 591-0455

Daniel Costello, LUTCF, FICF

Field Agent

904-637-9223 • daniel.costello@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance

Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

You can make a

lasting difference!

Remember
St. John the Baptist
Parish in your will.

Learn how at:

dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @

904-262-3200 ext. 139

Mike-Cell’s 
Oriental Grocery

& Bakery
Store - 904.997.1345

Fax - 904.997.1545
Hours: Mon - Sat 8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Sun 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Owners: Mike & Machelle Joya

10730 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32225

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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