
                                     

                                     2400 Mayport Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32233  
             MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. Drawer 330005 Atlantic Beach, Florida 32233 
                            Office:  (904) 246-6014     Fax:  (904) 246-1219  
                           Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Rev. Rafael Lavilla,  
Pastor 

paengosj@gmail.com 
(904) 496-2539 

 

Parish Office Staff 
 

Samantha Matthews 
Secretary and DRE 
(SAMatthews.StJohn@outlook.com) 
Kathryn LaPointe 
Bookkeeper, Records 
(sjccbookkeeper@gmail.com) 
Monica Trinidad 
Administrative Assistant 
Bulletin & Outreach 
(mtrinidad.stjohn@outlook.com) 
 

Mass Schedule  
 

Saturday      5pm        
Sunday        7am, 9am & 11am 
 

Parish Webpage   
https://saintjohnsatlanticbeach.org   
Parish Email    
StJohntheBaptistAB@gmail.com   
Confession  
30 Minutes prior to each Mass or by  
appointment.                

                
              Facebook  
 @ stJohn.atlanticbeach        
 

          Instagram     
@StJohns_atlanticbeach 

The Big Picture  
 

We hear about the Kingdom of God in many of Jesus' parables. In today's passage, he uses parables to describe 
how the kingdom will spread. What is interesting is that they are not so much about our actions as they are about 
how God builds his kingdom. 
Let's start with the second parable: Jesus exaggerates a little, with the mustard seed being the smallest seed and 
the bush being the largest plant. Like the birds on the branches, Jesus implies that the growing kingdom will attract 
outsiders to be members. His point is that the kingdom may look small at first, but it will keep growing. We need not 
be discouraged when it seems the kingdom is not growing: We might be limiting it to people who think and act just 
like ourselves. We might see attendance at church in our parish declining. So Jesus is reminding us to think of the 
bigger picture. 
In the first parable about the man who scattered seeds, Jesus says that those seeds produce a harvest, even though 
the farmer doesn't know how or why those seeds can grow. We too can be doing things that help the Kingdom to 
grow, without knowing how we are helping. But God is making the kingdom grow in his own way and in his own 
time. Like the farmer, we can help it grow by loving each other, teaching our children about Jesus, caring for the 
poor and the sick. 
But we can also hinder the kingdom by being stingy with our love, or hurting people with our anger. So let us ask 
God to trust him as we do our part to help the kingdom to grow.  



Readings for the Week 
 

Mon: 2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3-4; Mt 5:38-42 
Tues: 2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-9a; Mt 5:43-48 
Wed: 2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-4, 9;  
         Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thur: 2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-4, 7-8; Mt 6:7-15 
Fri: 2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34:2-7; Mt 6:19-23 
Sat: 2 Cor 12:1-10; Ps 34:8-13; Mt 6:24-34 
Sun: Jb 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-26, 28-31; 
        2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41  

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading Ez17:22-24— I have lifted high the 
lowly tree. 
Psalm 92— Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
Second Reading 2 Cor 5:6-10— Whether we are at 
home or away, we aspire to please the Lord. 
Gospel Mark 4:26-34— It is the smallest of all 
seeds, and becomes the largest of plants.  

GOD’S TIME 
We either pay attention to or ignore “clock time” as we 
play in the summer sun and note the earth’s tilt and the 
lengthening days. We live by time. We reckon time in 
seconds and minutes and hours, or we use broader 
chunks like suppertime and summertime. 
God keeps another sort of time. God speaks to us of 
“saving time,” that is, the time of salvation. This sense 
of time is called kairos, and this time is always now, 
always present and available, always revealing, often 
surprising. 
This Sunday’s readings alert us to the reality and the 
import of God’s time. Ezekiel and the Gospel of Mark 
remind us that our labor and our plotting and our plan-
ning rest in God. For God takes our smallest efforts and 
makes of them great works. Paul points us to the 
“harvest” time, urges us to be watchful for its coming, 
and calls us to recognize that we must spend our time 
pleasing God.  

THY KINGDOM COME . . . 
Ezekiel said that God would tear off “a tender shoot” (17:22) for this replanting. What 
does this sound like? Why, Advent, of course, and specifically the words of the proph-

et Isaiah: “A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud 
shall blossom” (Isaiah 11:1); and again in Isaiah’s Messianic texts we hear: “He grew 
up before us like a tender shoot” (53:2). Jesse was the father of the great king David 
and, as we know, Jesus came to be that tender shoot, that blossom, the new Davidic 

King whose throne, the cross, was once a tree. 
God’s incarnation in Jesus, born fully human, is the fulfillment of the promise to Ezeki-
el of the renewed and restored cedar, the new Kingdom. That new creation and cove-
nant exists for us in the Church, through the Holy Spirit making the seed planted with-
in us grow, flourish, and spread. Thus we have the faith and courage to be that visible 
sign of the Kingdom bringing hope and renewal to the world. We must live Kingdom 

lives before we can convince others to do so  

“LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD . . “ 
 
The Gospel of Mark is nothing if not a testament to 
the power of parables to illustrate the Good News 
through story. Jesus was a master storyteller, who 
understood the importance of using images and con-
cepts to which his listeners could relate. A seed, a 
mustard plant, would symbolize one of Mark’s signature 
focuses: the Kingdom of God. 
Centuries earlier, the prophet Ezekiel proclaimed most 
poetically to the Israelites, recently liberated from 
Babylonian captivity, that their God was still their 
hope, their comfort, their rescue, and their shelter. 
Those refugees would understand the image of the 
towering cedar as a symbol of their kingdom, cut down, 
fallen, captured. By restoring their kingdom, their God 
was giving them a new creation (the replanted shoot) 
and a new covenant.  

FEAST OF FAITH:              The Preparation of the Altar 
 

The altar is the focal point of our churches. It is a sign of Christ in our midst; indeed, 
it has been said that “the altar is Christ” (Dedication of an Altar, 4). The altar is a ta-
ble “on which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in mystery throughout the ages 
until Christ comes”; but it is also the place for a festive meal: “a table at which the 
Church’s children assemble to give thanks to God and receive the body and blood of 
Christ” (Dedication of an Altar, 4). 
Both these functions of the altar are clear in the rites for the preparation of the altar 
that follow the general intercessions, which remind us of the preparations we make at 
home for a festive meal. The deacon or altar servers come forward and, bowing, place 
a cloth known as a corporal (from the Latin for “body”) over the altar cloth. They 
place the chalice, the cup to be used in the celebration of the Eucharist, and the Sacra-
mentary or Roman Missal, which contains the prayers of the Mass, on the altar. These 
reverent preparations help us to focus on what is about to happen: the sharing of a 
holy meal, a solemn sacrifice.  

Text to Give 
Just text the word  

“Give” to  
(904) 441-8646 

You will then be sent a link 
by text where you can sign 
in to your online giving ac-
count and donate or give a 
one time gift. You can pick 
where you want your dona-
tion to go regular offertory, 
building fund, EAM or any 
other offering on the list. 



EUCHARISTIC: 
5pm 
Dorothy Schechterle* 
Karen Rossetti 
David Grimes 
9am 
Tessie Schell* 
Dwayne Schell 
Amy Crane 
11am 
Eileen Erikson* 
Jane Hart 
Nenita Romero 
 

LECTORS 
5pm 
1  Mike McPherson 
2 Tita Agustin 
7am 
1  Valencia Kidwell 
2  Carol Neville 
9am   
1  Tom Crowder 
2  Ann Crowder 
11am  
1  Isabel Masinsin 
2  Jon Masinsin 
 

HOSPITALITY 
5pm   
Mary Ann Carroll 
John Riendeau 
Armand Riendeau 
Jan Riendeau 
7am 
Corinne Hundley 
Fred Hidalgo 
9am   
Dan Mechenbier 
Marilyn Heberling 
Mike Crowder 
Gwen Crowder 
11am 
Yolanda Ebuen 
Dina Walker 
Luz Reyes 
Nora Suyat 
 

ALTAR SERVER 
5pm 
Brynn VonSeggern 
7am 
Kayla Nellum 
9am  
James Lingerfelt 
Caleb Pastrana 
11am  
Joshua Manuel 
Gian Suyat 

MASS SCHEDULE, SAINTS & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES  
 
 

MINISTERS  

SCHEDULE 
 

June 12th & 13th 

Sat June 12 
 

Parishioners of St John 
Sun June 13 
 

7am: 
† Dora Hidalgo 
By Hidalgo Family 
9am 
† Florance Williams 
By LaPointe Family 
11am 
† Thomas Gaffney 
By Claire Gaffney 

Tues June 15  
 

† Evelyn Weeks 
By Gordon Family 
 
 

Wed June 16 
 

† Dora Hidalgo 
By Tom & Ann Crowder 
 
 
 
 

Thu June 17 
 

† Ernesto Powell 
By Patricia Hinds 
 
 

Fri June 18 
 

† Francois & Sofia  
                 Vasey 
By Tom & Ann Crowder 

 
 

Altar Flowers are 
in Memory of   
† Kathleen “Kay” 
M. Johnson  
By Pat Collier 

Sat June 19 
 

† Jack Mahoney 
By Barbara & Frank  
                 Binghi 
 
St. Romuald; 
Blessed Virgin Mary  

Sun June 20 
 

7am: 
Parishioners of St John 
9am 
† Richard “Dick” 
          Oullette 
By Jim & Corinne   
           Hundley 
11am 
† Fortunata N. Antonio 
By Ezelle Family 

Offering:      16,212.70  
BF:                   660.00 
EAM:         +  1,429.00   
Total:         18,301.70 

 
Matthew  
25:35-40 

COVID-19 Safety Note.  

Given Bishop Estévez's recent decision to lift the mask requirement for fully vaccinated per-
sons attending Mass begs the question concerning persons who are unvaccinated. Persons 

who have hesitated in obtaining the vaccination are strongly encouraged to do so. Until 
such time, unvaccinated persons older than age two should wear a mask.  

DO NOT put masks on children younger than 2 years old.   
Additional CDC guidance may be obtained at:   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html  

 
Joe & Mai Ramirez  

will be  
Celebrating their  

51st Wedding Anniversary, 
Sun. June 13th. 

 ♡~♡~♡~~~♡~♡~♡~~~♡~♡~♡ 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:  
†  June 13 Rina Hopkins 

†   June 15 Artemo Mallari 

FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF:  
† Sixto Diaz, JR 
 † Leonor Bedia 

† Orlando Manuzon, SR 
†  Robert Niemczyk 

 

Please keep their loved ones in 
your prayers as they mourn the 

loss of their loved ones.  

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s scriptures connect the towering cedars of Leb-
anon from the prophet Ezekiel to the mustard plant of 
the famous parable of Jesus. Both plants represent the 
Kingdom of God. Both are also to be understood as 
symbols of the Church, where “birds of every kind shall 
dwell” (Ezekiel 17:23) and shelter in the cedar’s 
branches, and the shade of the mustard plant’s large 
branches provide dwelling for the “birds of the sky.” 
Even today’s psalm tells of the just one who is like a 
cedar flourishing in the house of the Lord. 
Now, the Church is not the Kingdom, but rather a sac-
rament, a visible sign of it. They co-exist in the here-
and-now but also in the “not yet.” As Paul reminds us, 
we must constantly work to continue building and 
growing the Kingdom by everyday good works of “the 
just one.” So we are all birds and just ones.  



 

What’s Going on at St John’s 

RESPECT LIFE NEWS 
 

“We are aware that the Adopt-a-Day Program maybe challenging 
but considering that taxpayer (us) funded abortions are now law, 
we must step up our efforts and offer our sacrifices in prayer and 

petition for forgiveness and for an end to abortion.”               
                                          ...Office of Human Life and Dignity 

 
 Included in the mission of the Diocesan Office of Human Life and 
Dignity is its Adopt-a-Day Program (ADD). The purpose of this life 
advocacy ministry is to witness Christ's love, hope and peace 
through a prayerful presence at the various abortion facilities in 
Jacksonville. St. John's has responded through our commitment to 
stand vigil in prayer every Thursday from 9:00-10:00 a.m. at the 
abortion facility, A Woman's Choice of Jacksonville. 
 
 The Office of Human Life and Dignity is offering an Adopt-a-Day 
Training:         Saturday, June 19       @10:00 – 1:00 
                 Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
      YOU ARE INVITED! 
 
 Topics covered will include the value and need for praying at abor-
tion facilities, healing after abortion, and how to be a sidewalk ad-
vocate for Life. 
Please text, call, or email Debbie or Mark Bunting @ 
(904) 294-4041 or praises-the-lord@comcast.net 

KofC Meetings Tuesdays 
@7PM 

June 22nd 
 

Mary, Queen of 
the Knights 

Our Lady Queen of 
the Knights, bless all 
the activities of our 
order keep us true to 
the pledge, to ex-
tend the Kingship of 
your Divine Son on 
earth; through your 
intercession win for 
us your grace eve to 
exemplify in our 
public and private 

lives, the virtues which should char-
acterize those, specially dedicated to 
the service of the heavenly court. 
Make us always aware, that as your 
Knights we are constantly observed, 
our faith judged, and our order ap-
preciated. Accept O Mary, this re-
newed pledge of fealty and devotion, 
of your servants the Knights of Co-
lumbus. 

 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 

 San Lorenzo Ruiz Council #14866 wel-
comes all Catholic men over 18 years of 
age to join our Brotherhood team.  For 
further information about us, please call 
Grand Knight Jimmy Hundley at (904) 
246-6014.  Council Officers meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month. All mem-
bers meet on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month.  Both meetings are held  at the 
Parish Hall Library at 7:00 PM. 

Knights of Columbus 
#14866 

THE MEN’S CLUB: 
 

The Men’s Club meets every 3rd 
Thursday of the month in the Parish 
Hall. New members are  always wel-
come! Men’s Club president is Jeff 

Marquardt. 
 

Men’s Club meetings  
@ 7PM     June 17th 

THE LADIES’ GUILD: 
  

Members meet on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month in the Parish Hall. New 

members are always welcome! Ladies 
president is Barb Knauss, please call 

Parish office for more info. 

Ladies meetings  
@6:30PM     July 6th 

 

Craft Fair Sep. 25th 
Registration open June 1-15th for 

St John Parishioners only. 
Save the date: 

June 27th Ice Cream Social 
 

The mission of the St. John’s Ladies Guild 
is to render spiritual and social services 
within our parish and community and to 

lovingly nurture a spiritual and social 
life among our members.  

TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE 
The Diocese of St. Augustine treats all allegations of sexual 

misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt, 
confidential and thorough manner.  To report abuse call:  Dioce-
san Victim Assistance Coordinator at (904) 262-3200 extension 

129 or the Department of Children and Families at  
1-800-96ABUSE. 

St John’s EAM  
is collecting UNEXPIRED canned vegetables & fruit 
for our food Pantry. Please bring any items to the 
Parish, during office hours 9am-4pm Mon-Fri. Any 

Monetary Donations are greatly appreciated as well.  
 

  St John’s EAM: 
Are dedicated to helping the poor of Atlantic Beach & sur-

rounding area. New members are  always needed and 
welcomed, call office for more info. 

Food distributions: 
Every Tue. 3-4pm (setup starts about 2pm in Parish Hall) 
1st Sat. of the month 8-10am 
3rd Sat. of the month 6-about 9am 
This is our big, outside drive-thru distribution. Please call 

the parish office to sign up to volunteer. 

St John’s Young Church 
 

Membership is open to high school-aged 
youth, and new members are always 

welcome.  
The St. John’s Young Church is dedicat-
ed to exploring their Christianity through 

service in their community.   
 

For more info Contact  
Paul Trinidad  

@ (904) 923-8250  
or call the parish office   

@ (904) 246-6014. 

Registration for 2021-2022 Religious Edu-
cation is now open! Forms are  

available in the office or St John’s  
website. 

 
Vacation Bible School will be held 

July19-23.  
To register call the office so  we can 

email you the registration form. 
 

Samantha Matthews:  
(904)246-6014 

SaMatthews.stjohn@outlook.com 

WEEKLY ROSARY:  
  The Knights of Columbus Rosary Program encourages to promote devotion to Mary 

the patroness of our Order, and emphasizes the importance of prayer in 
our parishes, community and families. 

We would like to invite you by Joining us in solidarity at St. John's Marian Chap-
el every Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm praying the Rosary and Divine Mercy. 

 If we need to spread out more, we will move to the main Sanctuary. 
 Let us show our love for Christ through love of Mary and grow closer to Our Lady, 

Our Spiritual Mother.  
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Fresh & Salt Water
Bait & Tackle

Ice • Propane • Boat Storage

2789 State Rd., A1A

249-3933

STEEG PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
Specializing in Repairs • Remodeling

Repiping • Water Heaters
Serving the Beaches Since 1956

249-5191

Serving Your Family at the Beach
Since 1946

904-249-2374
1701 Beach Boulevard
at Beach and Penman

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

HALL RENTAL: 
  The Parish Hall is available for rent to St. John’s parishioners 
for their own use, such as wedding receptions, anniversaries or 
birthdays. It may not be rented by a parishioner for someone 
else. If strangers are found to be holding an event in the hall, 
they’ll be asked to leave as they are not covered by our insur-
ance, voiding the contract. Since the hall is used on Sunday 
mornings, our custodian must be hired to do the clean-up to 
the standard we require. 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  Bulletin announcements must be received  a week prior to the 
bulletin date. You may call Monica  at 246-6014 with your an-
nouncement, or email to  mtrinidad.stjohn@outlook.com  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: 
  SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: Interested in exploring ways to get 
closer to the Lord through prayer, scripture and contempla-
tion?  Contact Dennis Stone (dennisjstone@comcast.net) or 
Kathleen Patneau (kpatneau@comcast.net) both are certified 
by Our Lady of Divine Providence School of Spiritual Direction in 
Clearwater, Florida. During the pandemic, sessions are con-
ducted in person or virtually.  
 

Altar Flowers: 
If you would like to offer Altar Flowers for a special occasion or 
in memory of a loved one, please  call the office.  Donation is 
$40.00 

Donna Cappock  
Novalee Sanchez  

Lily Rodriguez  
Delores Fox   

Albert Wagner  
Loretta Wagner  

John Weitort 
 Nanette Franzuela 

 Bob Pote 
Eleanor Guzman 

Glenn Young  
Jim Driscoll  

Ron Keese  
Mario Amayo  
Don Cozine  

Ernesto Budang  
Aurea Silang  

Bernadette Maron  
Denise Jones  
Daniel Lerin  

Christie Lerin  
Sandy Barata  

Sarah Faith Collins 
Jane Mezza 

Bell Masinsin 
Jim Burton 

Linda Lizotte 
Cory Cox 

The Knights of Columbus are conducting a Consecra-
tion to the Holy Family the week of June 14-20.  
 
The Formal Consecration will occur at all Masses 
Sunday, June 20th. The Knights of Columbus will dis-
tribute Consecration to the Holy Family prayer cards 
the week before the Masses.  
 
There are four suggested steps before the Conse-
cration to the Holy Family, which are posted on the 
church bulletin board in the narthex.  
 
All are invited to pray the Rosary and the Consecra-
tion to the Holy Family prayer June 16 at 7 pm in the 
Main Chapel.  
 
For further information contact:  
Jim Hundley @ 904-247-8901 
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Dr. Chris Williams
Cosmetic, TMJ, and Implant Dentistry

391 14th Avenue South

Jacksonville Beach 

 241-4337

Parishioners

We Want Your Business…
$20 Off Any Donovan Service

For Parishioners, Family & Friends With Ad or Bulletin

……give us the opportunity to earn it.
270-COOL/223-4200

Lic. # CAC039761

A Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Centre

Serving the Community 
One Family at a Time

Catholic Owned

• Jacksonville Beach’s Only On-Site Crematory
• Highly Trained, Professionally Licensed Staff
• Full Service Funeral Home

The expertise, facilities & desire to personalize each service
904.249.1100
Ponte Vedra Blvd. at A1 A

Jacksonville Beach
www.quinn-shalz.com

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS

Diocesan Parishioner

904-247-3777
www.neliganconstruction.net

CERT. ROOFER #CCC-1325888 • CERT. BUILDER #CBC-059536

193 State Rd. 16, St. Augustine, FL 32084
910 11th Ave S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

neligan
Construction

& Roofing

V. Todd
Ferreira

A CUT ABOVE TREE SERVICE
ARBORIST ON STAFF

PRESERVATION
TRIMMING • REMOVAL

24 HOUR STORM SERVICE

LICENSED • INSURED
SERVING ALL AREAS

241-0008 • 591-0455

Daniel Costello, LUTCF, FICF

Field Agent

904-637-9223 • daniel.costello@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance

Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

You can make a

lasting difference!

Remember
St. John the Baptist
Parish in your will.

Learn how at:

dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @

904-262-3200 ext. 139

Mike-Cell’s 
Oriental Grocery

& Bakery
Store - 904.997.1345

Fax - 904.997.1545
Hours: Mon - Sat 8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Sun 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Owners: Mike & Machelle Joya

10730 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32225

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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