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☩PRELUDE☩ 

 HOLY CHILD WITHIN THE MANGER WOV #638 

   VERSES 1 & 3 
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WHEN A CHILD IS BORN KENNY ROGERS- 

   SUNG BY DAN GULLICKSON 

 

DO YOU HAVE ROOM   SISTER ANNETTE JANKA 

PRINCE OF PEACE  

Piano Intro- Reilly Spillane 
Verse 1- Gary Stockly 

Verse 2- Kairos Steere &Reilly Spillane 
Verse 3- Amy Stockly & Emily Wattenbarger 

Pianos- Michael Gaffney, Reilly Spillane & Kairos Steere 
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☩WELCOME☩ 

INTRODUCTION      PASTOR ERIKA BERGH 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray together, 

On this holy night we remember the angels who said, “Do not fear.” On this holy night we 
remember the shepherds who bowed down before the baby. On this holy night we remember 
Mary and Joseph, who had faith in God. On this holy night we remember Jesus, who came to save 
us. On this holy night we remember God is with us.  

Amen. 
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OPENING CAROL O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL LBW #45 

   VERSES 1 & 3 
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☩CANDLES OF CHRISTMAS☩ 

Throughout Advent, we light the Advent wreath. The four candles on the outer ring of 
the wreath typically represent the themes of Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love. Tonight, we also 
light the white candle, representing Christ. These candles remind us of God’s presence in 
and among the shadows and the chaos of the world. This service brings together the 
themes of Advent with the birth of Christ and the hope/ expectation of Jesus coming 
again.

KIDS TIME WITH GOD 

 

☩FIRST CANDLE ~ PEACE☩ 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
The first reading is from the book of Isaiah the 9th chapter:  
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.4 For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 His authority shall grow continually ,and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.  
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL O COME, O COME EMMANUEL ELW #257 

   VERSES 1, 6,7, & 8 
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☩SECOND CANDLE ~ HOPE☩ 

LUKE 1:26-38 

The second reading is from the Gospel of Luke, the first chapter:  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But 
she was much perplexed by the angel’s words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said 
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her.  
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING LBW #60 

   VERSES 1 & 3 
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☩THIRD CANDLE ~ JOY☩ 

LUKE 1:46-55 

The third reading is from the Gospel of Luke, the first chapter:  
 46 And Mary said,  
“My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  
     Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  
     and holy is his name.  
50 His mercy is for those who fear him  
     from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm;  
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  
     and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,  
     and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel,  
     in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  
     to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
  
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL JOY TO THE WORLD LBW #39 

   ALL 4 VERSES 
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☩FORTH CANDLE ~ LOVE☩ 

1 JOHN 4:7-19 

The fourth reading is from the book of First John, the fourth chapter:  

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.  

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have 
known and believe the love that God has for us.  

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he 
first loved us.  

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL AWAY IN THE MANGER ELW #277 

   VERSE 1 

 

 

☩CHRIST CANDLE ~ THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION ☩ 

LUKE 2:1-7 

The fifth reading is from the Gospel of Luke, the second chapter:  
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM LBW #41 

   VERSE 1
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HOMILY  BISHOP SHELLEY WICKSTROM 

OFFERING 

Monetary gifts are received to further the ministry of Christ’s church 
here and around the world – as well as to support Clare House meals. 

Visit www.coslc.ws/support to give electronically. 

OFFERING CAROL WHAT CHILD IS THIS LBW #40 

  VERSE 1 

 

☩PRAYERS☩ 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray,  
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let these gifts we give today be 
blessings for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at 
the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

  

http://www.coslc.ws/support
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

Let us pray…  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.  
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.  
Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.  
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.  
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.  
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless.  
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.  
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.  
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.  
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the world.  
Amen. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us unmute our mics and pray with holy chaos 

the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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☩CANDLE LIGHTING ~ LIGHT FOR THE WORLD☩ 

This year especially these candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world. That goes with us – 
wherever we are. The light of Christ shines brightly in our homes and in our world, dwelling with us 
in our shadows and our chaos. On Christmas, in these candles, we celebrate the light of Christ that 
has been let loose in the world. 

 

JOHN 1:1-14 

The final reading is from the Gospel of John, the first chapter:  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God.  

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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CAROL SILENT NIGHT LBW #65 

  ALL 3 VERSES 

 

BLESSING 

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the life-giving 

Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in joy, hope, love, and peace, this day and 

forevermore. 
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Adapted from a service created by Pastor Alex Witt. ”Once in Royal David’s City” Public Domain. “When a child is born” 
By Kenny Rogers. Sung by Dan Gullickson. “Holy Child within the manger” Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications Inc. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission OneLicense.net A727972. “The First Noel” Public Domain. “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
Public Domain. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission OneLicense.net A727972. 
“Hark The Herald Angels Sing” Public Domain. “Joy to the World” Public Domain. “Away in the Manger” Public Domain. 
“Little town of Bethlehem” Public Domain. “What Child is this?” Public Domain. “Silent Night” Public Domain. ” Go Tell It 
On The Mountain” Public Domain. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is let loose in the world. Share the joy, love, and hope of Christ with all! 

Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN LBW #70 
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Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 
WHERE WE ARE INSPIRED BY GOD’S LOVE TO 

 PRAISE NURTURE SERVE 

We Praise God in Worship, Song and Prayer 
We Delight in the Diversity of All of God’s Children 

We Support One Another through the Love of Christ 
We Gather to Grow through God’s Grace 
We Reach Out, Serve, and Incite Miracles 

 

1612 Oceanview Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99515 

Church Contact Info: 

office@coslc.ws | www.coslc.ws | facebook.com/coslcak 

Pastor Erika Bergh 
(907) 717-5015 | pastor.erika@coslc.ws 

DallasJeanne McDonald, Administrative Assistant 
dallasjeanne@coslc.ws 

Due to covid-19 our building is closed at this time, although our office is now open. All 
in-person gatherings for worship are still online. Please see our website 

(www.coslc.ws/online-worship) or Facebook for links to join! If you need pastoral care or 
help with anything during this time, please call or text Pastor Erika at 907-717-5015.  

Thank you and may you feel God’s peace in this turbulent time. 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today! 

http://coslc.ws/online-worship/

