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Our lives are characterized by milestones. Our first birthday 
is a milestone. Our first steps and first words, our first day 
of kindergarten, graduation from middle school are all 
milestones in our lives. I can remember clearly the day I 
turned sixteen, and I went down to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles and passed my driver’s license. Other milestones 
include high school graduation, maybe college and grad 
school graduations. Then there might be marriage, our first 
real job, first home, wedding anniversaries, and retirement. 
All these things mark important as parts of our life journey, 
and they need to be celebrated.
This year is a huge milestone in our country’s history as 
we celebrate our two-hundred fiftieth anniversary of its 
founding. There have been many milestones along the way, 
some good and some not so good. But we are still here, still 
free, and still thriving. We have been able to maintain the 
course that was set before us by our founding fathers. I am 
afraid that few of us can really comprehend the struggles 
and sacrifices that were made by so many to establish the 
United States of America. In these next few months take 
advantage of all the historical information that will be 
available concerning the birth and the many milestones in 
the history of this great country. They are living reminders 
of who we are and who we still want to become.
This year Tuscawilla is marking a milestone. Forty-five 
years ago, Tuscawilla was established, and the Tuscawilla 
Homeowners Association was founded. As you know 
Tuscawilla is one of the few premier planned communities 
in Seminole County. The bylaws stated that there would be a 
monthly newsletter to keep the community informed. Over 
the years this newsletter has evolved into the Tuscawilla 
Today Magazine. The association works together with the 
city leaders, the police department, neighboring communities 
and the county leadership to keep this a wonderful place 

to live. Recently we came 
across a treasure trove of 
documents from the founding 
of the association. We will be 
sharing these periodically in 
our magazine.
I recently talked to a person 
who has a business of buying 
and renovating homes. He 
does great work. He says that 
homes in Tuscawilla are in 
great demand. He enjoys seeing them restored. Tuscawilla 
still is a premier community, and your Board of Directors 
through the years has helped make this happen. Your support 
is increasingly essential for our future. Faithful residents 
and friends are our strength in keeping Tuscawilla a great 
place to live. Please remember to pay your $40 dues either 
by mail or on our website. Thank you for your continued 
support of your Homeowners Association and on February 
fourteen enjoy Valentines Day.
Dr. Kurt Miericke

THOA President
Publisher, Tuscawilla Today
Email: THOAws20@gmail.com
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Do you or someone you know in Tuscawilla 
have a special hobby, unique profession 
or insightful travel experience that would 
be interesting for our readers? Has your 
community completed notable improvements 
or planned an important event? Let me know 
and we will be glad to include these news 
items in a future issue of Tuscawilla Today. 
Thank you, Kathy McCann. I can be contacted 
at: EditorKathyMccann@gmail.com. 
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Each year, sometime between late January and mid February, 
millions of people around the world welcome the Lunar New 
Year. Celebrated across many cultures in East and Southeast 
Asia, the holiday is marked by bright colors, family gatherings, 
and traditions centered on renewal, gratitude, and good fortune. 
While customs differ from place to place, the shared spirit of 
optimism is what unites them.
Lunar New Year is most commonly associated with Chinese 
culture, where it is often called the Spring Festival, but it is 
also widely celebrated in Korean, Vietnamese, and other Asian 
communities. In Korea, the holiday is known as Seollal, a time 
for honoring ancestors and spending meaningful time with 
family. In Vietnam, it is called Tết, the most important holiday 
of the year, focused on fresh starts, respect for elders, and 
welcoming prosperity. Similar celebrations can be found in parts 
of Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and beyond, each adding its 
own customs and flavors.

The holiday has ancient roots, dating back more than two 
thousand years, and originally followed agricultural cycles that 
marked the end of winter and the promise of spring. Over time, 
legends, rituals, and symbolic traditions developed to invite 
luck, health, and happiness in the year ahead. One of the most 
familiar elements is the lunar zodiac, with each year represented 
by an animal believed to reflect certain traits and characteristics.
Preparation is an important part of the celebration. Homes are 
cleaned to sweep away bad luck, decorations in red and gold are 
displayed to symbolize joy and prosperity, and special foods are 
prepared and shared. Fireworks, lanterns, and family meals all 
add to the festive atmosphere.
Here in Tuscawilla, Lunar New Year offers an opportunity to 
appreciate the cultural traditions that enrich our community. 
Even for those who do not celebrate it personally, the holiday 
carries a simple and universal message: each new year is a chance 
to move forward with hope, kindness, and a fresh perspective.

LUNAR NEW YEAR:
WELCOMING A FRESH START 
WITH THE YEAR OF THE HORSE

February in Winter Springs may still feel like winter, but for 
Central Florida yards, it’s a month full of opportunity. With 
cooler temperatures and lower humidity, this is one of the best 
times of year to plant, prepare, and plan for a healthy landscape 
heading into spring.
WHAT TO PLANT IN FEBRUARY
February is ideal for planting many trees, shrubs, and cool-
season flowers. Hardy annuals like petunias, pansies, dianthus, 
and snapdragons perform beautifully right now and can add 
instant color to beds and entryways. It’s also a great month to 
plant shrubs such as azaleas, camellias, and gardenias, which 
benefit from cooler weather while establishing roots.
For edible landscapes, February is prime time. Vegetables like 
lettuce, spinach, kale, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, and beets thrive 
in cooler conditions. Herbs such as parsley, cilantro, dill, and 
chives can also be planted now and will reward you quickly.
If you’ve been considering adding trees to your yard, winter 
is one of the best seasons to do it. Trees experience less stress 
when planted during cooler months, allowing roots to establish 
before summer heat arrives.
LAWN CARE TIPS FOR FEBRUARY
Most lawns in Winter Springs—whether St. Augustine, Zoysia, 
or Bahia—are still in winter dormancy or just beginning to 

wake up. February is not the time to fertilize. Applying fertilizer 
too early can encourage weak growth and increase the risk of 
disease. Plan to wait until consistent warm temperatures return, 
typically in March or April.
Continue mowing only as needed and keep mower blades 
sharp. Remove fallen leaves and debris to prevent fungus and 
pests. If weeds are a concern, February is an excellent time for 
pre-emergent weed control to help prevent spring weeds like 
crabgrass from taking hold.
WATERING AND MAINTENANCE
Watering needs are minimal this time of year. Overwatering is 
a common mistake in winter, so only irrigate if conditions are 
unusually dry. Take advantage of the cooler weather to refresh 
mulch, edge garden beds, and inspect irrigation systems for 
leaks or broken heads.
February is also a great month for light pruning of shrubs and 
trees—just avoid heavy pruning of spring-flowering plants, as 
you may remove upcoming blooms.
With a little attention now, your Winter Springs yard will be 
well-positioned to flourish as spring arrives. February is all 
about smart preparation—and the payoff is a healthier, more 
vibrant landscape all year long.

FEBRUARY YARD CARE AND PLANTING 
GUIDE FOR WINTER SPRINGS
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February is often thought of as a short month, but as 
this issue of Tuscawilla Today shows, it is filled with 
meaningful moments that reflect the strength, history, and 
heart of our community. From celebrations and traditions 
to service and stewardship, this month’s stories highlight 
what makes Tuscawilla such a special place to call home.
One of the most visible reminders of our shared community 
spirit is the Scottish Highland Games, now in its 48th 
year and proudly held at Central Winds Park. As the 
largest annual event in Seminole County, the Games bring 
together thousands of visitors while showcasing heritage, 
athleticism, and hospitality. Events like this do not happen 
by accident. They are supported by engaged residents, 
volunteers, and organizations working together, and they 
serve as yet another example of the positive impact our 
community continues to have far beyond its borders.
February also brings moments of reflection and 
celebration closer to home. Valentine’s Day reminds us 
that community is built not only on events and programs, 
but on everyday acts of kindness, friendship, and care for 
one another. Whether it is a neighbor lending a hand or a 
familiar smile on a morning walk, these small connections 
are the foundation of Tuscawilla.
We also recognize Lunar New Year, welcoming the Year of 
the Horse, a symbol traditionally associated with energy, 
strength, and forward movement. Celebrated across many 
cultures, Lunar New Year is a reminder of the diversity 
that enriches our community and the shared hope that each 
new year brings fresh opportunities and renewed purpose.
Presidents Day offers another moment to pause and reflect, 
reminding us that leadership at every level is rooted in 
service. That theme is echoed throughout this issue as 
we recognize volunteers who give their time and talents 
to improve our community. Residents like our friend Kim 
Coburn exemplify what it means to step forward and serve, 
quietly making a difference that strengthens Tuscawilla 
for everyone.
This month, we are especially proud to share the 
recognition of the Tuscawilla Home Owners Association 
by the Winter Springs Police Chief for THOA’s consistent 
support of the Police Department. From toys for children, 
to the purchase of a Police K-9, to support for numerous 
outreach programs, this recognition underscores the real 
and tangible impact of THOA membership. Simply put, 
this is your membership at work.
We also take time this month to reflect on Tuscawilla’s 
rich and carefully preserved history. Among the most 
fascinating reminders of our past is a feature included 
in this issue highlighting the first page of a seven-page 
historical document created in 1971–72 for new residents 

of the then-new Tuscawilla 
community. The document 
offers a unique snapshot of 
what living in Tuscawilla was 
like during its earliest days, 
capturing the vision, planning, 
and optimism that shaped 
the community from the 
very beginning. It speaks to 
everything from neighborhood 
design and amenities to 
schools and services that were 
still on the horizon, many of 
which residents today may take for granted.
Due to space limitations, only the first page of this historical 
document could be published in this issue. We encourage 
readers to visit Tuscawilla.org, where the full seven-
page document is available to read in its entirety. It is a 
compelling reminder of how thoughtfully Tuscawilla was 
planned and how many of the founding principles outlined 
more than 50 years ago continue to guide our community 
today. This article marks the beginning of an ongoing 
effort to share more stories, documents, and insights 
into Tuscawilla’s past in future issues, helping us better 
understand where we came from and our responsibility to 
protect what makes this community so special.
As you read through this issue, we encourage you to 
consider the value of THOA membership. Annual dues 
help fund community programs, support advocacy efforts, 
preserve neighborhood character, and give Tuscawilla 
a strong, unified voice. Membership is not just about 
benefits; it is about belonging, participation, and investing 
in the future of our community.
Thank you for being part of Tuscawilla. Together, we 
honor our past, support our present, and shape a future we 
can all be proud of.
Katherine McCann

Editor, Tuscawilla Today
editorkathymccann@gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
“ART IS NOT WHAT YOU SEE,  

BUT WHAT YOU MAKE OTHERS SEE.”
— EDGAR DEGAS

Valentine’s
HAPPY

Day
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Valentine’s Day often arrives wrapped 
in red and pink, with store shelves full 
of cards, candy, and flowers. While the 

holiday is traditionally associated with 
romance, it has grown into something 
broader and more meaningful. At 

its heart, Valentine’s Day is really about 
connection, kindness, and taking a moment to 

appreciate the people and places that matter most to us.
The holiday traces its roots back centuries, tied to legends of 
Saint Valentine and early traditions of expressing affection 
through handwritten notes. Over time, those small gestures 
evolved into cards, chocolates, and flowers, but the idea 
remains the same. It is a reminder to pause in our busy lives 
and say, “You matter.”
Here in Tuscawilla, Valentine’s Day can take many forms. It 
might be a quiet walk through the neighborhood, a wave to a 
familiar face, or sharing a meal with family or friends. It is just 
as much about long time neighbors as it is about sweethearts. 
Acts of kindness, both big and small, are what truly give the 
day its meaning.

There is also something uniquely 
comforting about celebrating 
Valentine’s Day close to home. Our 
community is built on relationships, 
from friendly conversations on 
front porches to neighbors lending a 
helping hand when it is needed most. These 
everyday moments of care often go unnoticed, 
yet they are the foundation of what makes Tuscawilla feel 
like home.
Valentine’s Day is also a good reminder that love shows up in 
many ways. It can be found in friendships, family bonds, shared 
laughter, and even in the pride we feel for our community. 
Sometimes it looks like a handwritten note. Other times it is 
simply showing up for one another.
So whether your Valentine’s Day includes a special dinner, a box 
of chocolates, or just a quiet moment of appreciation, it offers 
an opportunity to reflect on what connects us. In Tuscawilla, 
those connections are all around us, woven into daily life. And 
that may be the sweetest part of the holiday of all.

VALENTINE’S DAY IN TUSCAWILLA: 
CELEBRATING ALL THE WAYS WE CARE

Presidents Day arrives each February as a gentle 
reminder that the history of our country is 
not only shaped by great moments and big 
decisions, but also by very human people. 
While the holiday is often associated with 
long weekends and retail sales, its origins 
tell a more thoughtful story.
The holiday began as a celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday, observed shortly after 
his passing in 1799. Washington was widely 
admired not just for leading a young nation, but for stepping 
away from power when he could have held onto it. Over time, 
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday was also recognized in many 
states, honoring a president who guided the nation through 
its most difficult chapter. Eventually, these observances were 
combined into what we now know as Presidents Day, a time to 
reflect on leadership across generations.
What makes Presidents Day unique is that it does not  
honor a single person, but the office itself and the long 
line of individuals who have served. Some presidents are 
remembered for historic achievements, others for quiet 
steadiness during uncertain times, and a few for colorful 
personalities that still show up in history books. Together, 

they tell the story of a nation constantly 
learning, growing, and occasionally arguing 
with itself along the way.
There is also something refreshingly 
relatable about presidential history. Many 

presidents faced setbacks, made mistakes, 
and learned on the job. Several began their 
lives in modest circumstances, reminding us 
that leadership does not follow just one path. 
These stories help bring history down from 

the pedestal and make it easier to connect with.
For communities like Tuscawilla, Presidents Day is less about 
politics and more about perspective. It is a moment to appreciate 
the continuity of our democratic system and the shared civic 
traditions that connect neighbors, regardless of background or 
viewpoint. It also serves as a reminder that leadership, at every 
level, is ultimately about service and responsibility.
So whether Presidents Day finds you enjoying a quiet day 
at home, strolling through the neighborhood, or sharing 
a conversation with friends, it offers a chance to pause and 
reflect. Our history is filled with lessons, some serious, some 
inspiring, and a few that make us smile. That balance may be 
exactly what makes the story of our nation endure.

PRESIDENTS DAY: A LOOK BACK WITH A SMILE
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RECOGNIZING 
KIM COBURN
Tuscawilla is a stronger, more connected 
community because of residents like Kim 
Coburn. Pictured here, Kurt Mierickie, 
President of the Tuscawilla Home Owners 
Association, recognizes Kim for her many years 
of dedicated service to both Tuscawilla and the 
City of Winter Springs. A longtime resident, 
respected realtor, community volunteer, 
and valued member of the THOA Board of 
Directors, Kim has consistently given her time, 
energy, and expertise to improve the quality of 
life for her neighbors. Her commitment reflects 
the very best of community spirit through 
quiet leadership, steady service, and a genuine 
love for the place she calls home. Tuscawilla is 
grateful for all she has done.

YOUR MEMBERSHIP AT WORK
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• Catering to Homeowner’s Associations

• Commercial • Residential  

• Sodding • Irrigation

E & C LANDSCAPING
& LAWN SERVICE, INC.

“Serving The Tuscawilla Area 
For Over 29 Years”

Edward Polomsky

(407) 366-8915 
Cell (407) 415-3115

P.O. Box 620538 • Oviedo, FL 32762-0538

Edward Polomsky

(407) 366-8915 
Cell (407) 415-3115

P.O. Box 620538 • Oviedo, FL 32762-0538

1240 Cheetah Trail
The Kracht family has loved calling 

Tuscawilla home for 46 years!
L to R: Kurt Miericke, Pres THOA, Kim Bryant, Garden Club, 

Lynn Kracht & Laura Leigh Wood, VP Garden Club.

FEBRUARY TREE OF 
THE MONTH IS THE 
ASH TREE
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Pictured left to right, Mayor Kevin McCann, resident Erik 
Anderson, Tuscawilla Homeowners Association President 
Kurt Mierickie, City Manager Kevin Sweet, and Police 
Chief Matt Tracht represent what makes Tuscawilla and 
Winter Springs special: a community that works together. 
From infrastructure improvements like the new wastewater 
treatment plant to public safety and neighborhood leadership, 

progress happens when residents, volunteers, and city staff 
collaborate with a shared purpose. This moment reflects a 
simple truth that defines Tuscawilla: strong relationships, 
open communication, and a commitment to doing what is 
right for the community. When people come together with 
mutual respect and a common goal, everyone benefits and 
our community grows stronger.

WORKING TOGETHER

The Special Needs Registry is a way for the Winter Springs Police 
Department to better assist residents who have special needs and 
provide helpful information for emergency responders.
Parents and caregivers may enroll any person of any age with any type 

of medical condition or disability, including but not limited to: Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Alzheimer’s or Dementia, Bipolar Disorder, and 

Down syndrome. 
To register applicants, their parents or guardians complete the Special Needs 

Registry form. https://buff.ly/X8mrlnE

WINTER SPRINGS POLICE 
DEPARTMENT PROVIDES 
SPECIAL NEEDS REGISTRY
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A PROUD TRADITION: THE 
SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES 
AT CENTRAL WINDS PARK

Central Winds Park once again came alive with the sights, 
sounds, and spirit of the Scottish Highland Games, marking 
the 48th year of this beloved tradition. What began nearly 
five decades ago has grown into the largest annual event 
in Seminole County, drawing visitors from across Central 
Florida and beyond to celebrate heritage, athleticism, music, 
and community.
For one unforgettable weekend, Central Winds Park 
transformed into a vibrant gathering place filled with the 
rhythmic beat of bagpipes, the flash of tartan, and the cheers 

of spectators lining the fields. From the opening ceremonies 
to the final competitions, the Games showcased time 
honored traditions while welcoming newcomers of all ages.
At the heart of the Highland Games are the athletic events 
that never fail to impress. Watching competitors test their 
strength and skill in events like the caber toss, hammer 
throw, and stone put is both awe inspiring and entertaining. 
These events are rooted in centuries old Scottish traditions 
and remain a powerful connection to the past, even as they 
captivate modern audiences.
Music and dance added to the festival atmosphere 
throughout the weekend. Bagpipe bands filled the park with 
unmistakable melodies, while Highland dancers brought 
precision, energy, and grace to the stage. Clan tents, cultural 
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exhibits, and vendors offered opportunities to learn more 
about Scottish history and traditions, making the Games as 
educational as they were festive.
Of course, no Highland Games would be complete without 
food, refreshments, and friendly conversation. Families, 
longtime attendees, and first time visitors alike shared 
laughter, stories, and moments that turn an event into a 
lasting memory. For many, attending the Games has become 
an annual tradition, passed down through generations.
Beyond the competitions and performances, the Scottish 
Highland Games are another example of the great 
community we are all a part of. The event reflects the pride, 
volunteer spirit, and hospitality that define Winter Springs 
and Seminole County. The continued success of the Games 
is a testament to the dedication of organizers, volunteers, 
sponsors, and community partners who work year round to 
make the event possible.

As these photos show, the Scottish Highland Games are 
more than just an event. They are a source of pride for 
our city and a reminder of how Central Winds Park brings 
people together. After 48 years, this remarkable tradition 
continues to grow, and we look forward to many more years 
of memories made right here in Winter Springs.
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 Kim Coburn
&

Colleen Kahl
Kimcoburn@gmail.com

Colleenkahlrealtor@gmail.com
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The picture shown is the first page of a seven-page historical 
document from 1972 that offers a remarkable snapshot of 
Tuscawilla at its very beginning. Originally prepared to 
welcome new residents to what was then a brand-new country 
club community, the document captures the growing pains, 
hopes, and practical realities of a neighborhood that at the 
time consisted of just 30 households and has since grown to 
nearly 4,600 families. Due to space limitations in this issue 
of Tuscawilla Today, only this first page is included here. 
Residents who would like to read the complete seven-page 
document are encouraged to visit www.Tuscawilla.org, where 
it is available in full.
The document was produced by the Winter Springs 
Development Homeowners’ Association, the original name of 
what we now know as the Tuscawilla Homeowners Association. 
That name reflects a pivotal moment in local history. In the 
early 1970s, the City of North Orlando officially changed its 
name to Winter Springs. At the same time, the City annexed 
the developing country club community that had originally 
been called Winter Springs. With the City adopting that name, 
the community itself chose a new identity: Tuscawilla Country 
Club. This change helped avoid confusion for residents, 
merchants, delivery services, and emergency responders, and 
it firmly established the name that continues today.
Importantly, annexation did not apply uniformly. Unit One, 
located on the western end of Dyson Drive near Tuskawilla 
Road, was not annexed into the City of Winter Springs at 

that time and remains outside the city limits to this day. The 
document makes clear that this distinction carried significant 
implications, particularly when it came to public safety services.
The section on fire protection, detailed on page two, is 
especially striking when viewed through a modern lens. For 
residents within the city limits, fire protection was provided 
by the then-young Winter Springs Fire Department. At the 
time, it consisted of a volunteer unit of 13 firefighters and a 
fire chief. Volunteers received approximately 200 hours of 
training, and equipment included two pumper ladder trucks 
and two tank wagons with pumps. No paid firefighters were 
yet in place, though the City anticipated hiring a chief and four 
paid firefighters by the end of 1974.
For Unit One residents, the situation was far more sobering. 
Fire protection was provided by the Seminole–Goldenrod Fire 
District, a 15-member volunteer unit located on Red Bug Lake 
Road. The document plainly warns that if residents failed to 
pay a $10 annual fire fee in advance, the department would not 
respond to a house fire. This was before the formation of the 
Seminole County Fire Department, and nonpayment meant no 
service—an almost unimaginable policy by today’s standards.
The Winter Springs Police Department was also in its infancy. At 
the time, the department consisted of one chief, five patrolmen, 
two clerks and dispatchers, and three state-subsidized police 
cadets. Equipment was limited to two patrol cars, with a third 
expected. Despite its small size, the department provided 24-
hour coverage, ensuring at least one officer was on duty at all 
times, with additional coverage during critical hours. Plans 
were already underway to expand staffing and establish a sub-
station in the Tuscawilla area as growth continued.
The document also includes a listing of area schools, another 
reminder of how early this chapter of Tuscawilla’s story truly 
was. Several schools that today are central to our community 
had not yet been built, including Rainbow Elementary, Keith 
Elementary, Indian Trails Middle School, and Winter Springs 
High School. At the time, families were directed to schools 
outside what we now consider Winter Springs, underscoring 
how development, infrastructure, and public services were still 
catching up to the community’s vision.
Beyond public safety and schools, the document touches on 
water quality, mail delivery, zoning, taxes, recreation, and 
even mosquito control. It highlights early efforts to preserve 
the estate-like character of the community, oppose high-rise 
development, improve drainage, slow traffic, and advocate 
for responsible growth—issues that remain familiar to 
residents today.
More than a historical artifact, this 1972 guide tells the story 
of a young community finding its footing through cooperation, 
advocacy, and civic involvement. While Tuscawilla has grown 
dramatically over the past five decades, the spirit reflected 
in these pages—neighbors working together to protect their 
community and shape its future—remains a defining part of 
who we are today.

A SNAPSHOT OF TUSCAWILLA’S BEGINNINGS: LIFE IN A NEW COMMUNITY, 1972
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Free Shuttle Service…
…when your vehicle needs repairs. And 

here’s eight more solid reasons to use 
Automotive One Service Center

ACDC Hybrid Service
Technicians are Hybrid Certified

Please call and ask for Leon, Todd, or Dave.
For trailer hitch or trailer repairs ask for Karl.

Visit us at: Automotiveone.com

•	 38	Years	of	Quality	Service
•	 Our	Technicians	are	ASE	Certified
•	 We	are	proud	to	be	an	AAR	(Approved	Auto	Repair)	Facility	for	AAA
•	 We	offer	Towing	when	needed,	and	customer	shuttle	service
•	 We	will	take	you	to	work	or	home,	or	arrange	a	rental	car	if	needed
•	 Estimates	provided	at	no	cost
•	 We	service	all	makes	and	models	and	offer	assistance	with	recommended	repairs
•	 Shop	us	for	your	tire	needs,	we	deal	with	many	warehouses
•	 All	repairs	carry	1	year	warranty	and	we	HONOR	many	extended	warranty	contracts

•	OUR MISSION STATEMENT SAYS IT ALL: 
‘Quality People doing a Quality Job of Customer Care’

407-699-9111
785 S. Highway 17/92 • Longwood, FL 32750

Family owned and operated since 1981

Dentistry for 
Children

Troy L. King, D.D.S.
Diplomate American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry

We welcome parents in 
our treatment areas

1390 City View Center
Oviedo, FL  32765

Phone: 407-977-9990
Fax: 407-977-0672

www.PediatricDentistOrlando.com

is THE Tuscawilla Homeowners’ Association’s 
monthly newsletter for the community.

Deadline is February 15th for the March issue. 
Don’t delay, save your spot today!

E-mail Lisa@cpponline.com for the current Rate/Spec sheet. 

office: 407.302.9147 
2300 Old Lake Mary Rd. • Sanford, FL 32771

Want to advertise in the next issue?

Place 
your ad 

here!
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TUSCAWILLA WOMEN’S CLUB
February is considered the last month of winter. It bridges 
winter’s dim to spring’s promise. It’s also the shortest of our 
months.
Let’s get busy with helping and being with our friends and 
establishing new connections.
The Tuscawilla Women’s Club is a social club encouraging a 
warm and relaxing environment to make valuable connections 
and have fun. We welcome all to attend and participate. Plus 
join the Lunch Bunch and Book Club each month.
Come join us the second Thursday of each month and check 
it out for yourself. Our next meeting is Thursday February 12. 
1pm at the Wedgewood Tennis Villas Clubhouse.
Hope to see you there. For questions or further information 
contact Anne Combs (407) 761-5779

CENTRAL FLORIDA EVENTS:  
FEBRUARY 15 – MARCH 15
Feb. 15 — Mariah The Scientist Concert (Orlando)
Renowned R&B artist Mariah The Scientist performs an 
intimate concert at House of Blues Orlando, bringing soulful 
vocals and new music to Central Florida music lovers.
Feb. 21 — Los Angeles Azules Concert (Orlando)
Experience the vibrant fusion of Mexican cumbia and modern 
rhythms as Los Angeles Azules bring energetic sounds to Hard 
Rock Live Orlando for a lively night of dancing and music.
Feb. 26 – Mar. 2 — Disney Princess Half Marathon 
Weekend (Orlando)
A multi day celebration of health, fitness, and Disney magic 
featuring themed races, character encounters, and special 
events throughout Walt Disney World Resort.
Feb. 26 – Mar. 8 — Florida Strawberry Festival (Plant City)
This beloved festival celebrates the strawberry harvest with 
concerts, rides, competitions, agricultural exhibits, and plenty 
of classic strawberry treats for all ages.
Feb. 27 – Mar. 1 — Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg
High speed IndyCar racing returns to the St. Petersburg 
waterfront with thrilling competition, fan zones, live 
entertainment, and activities throughout race weekend.
Feb. 27 – Mar. 8 — Daytona Bike Week (Daytona Beach)
One of the nation’s largest motorcycle rallies featuring 
bike shows, live music, scenic rides, vendors, and a festive 
atmosphere for riders and spectators alike.
Mar. 6 – Mar. 8 — Swamp Fest (Weeki Wachee)
A uniquely Florida festival featuring swamp themed events, 
live music, food vendors, and creative competitions celebrating 
local culture and community spirit.
Mar. 7 – Mar. 8 — Florida Azalea Festival (Palatka)
Ravine Gardens State Park comes alive with blooming azaleas, 
a traditional parade, arts and crafts, live music, and family 
friendly activities.

CITY WARNS OF AVIAN INFLUENZA  
AT TORCASO PARK
During the week of January 26, 2026, City staff discovered 
several deceased ducks at Torcaso Park. Parks staff immediately 
contacted the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) and Seminole County Animal Services. 
Following an investigation, the birds tested positive for Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI).
Under the guidance of FWC and Seminole County Animal 
Services, City staff began proper disposal of the deceased birds 
and sanitization of affected areas to help prevent further spread. 
The City has since been advised that potential outbreaks have 
occurred in other communities within the county.
While the risk of transmission to humans remains low, health 
officials recommend basic precautions, including avoiding 
contact with sick or deceased birds, not handling wildlife 
without protection, keeping pets away from affected areas, 
and practicing good hygiene such as frequent handwashing. 
Anyone who has contact with birds and later experiences 
flu-like symptoms should contact a healthcare provider as a 
precaution.
FWC recommends allowing the Avian Influenza to run its 
course, noting that some birds may develop immunity. Officials 
estimate the infection may dissipate within approximately one 
month. The City will continue to monitor the situation, report 
any new findings to FWC, disinfect affected areas, and keep 
residents informed. The safety of residents and staff, along 
with the protection of local wildlife, remains a top priority.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
ALL WELCOME

Feb 11th:  Citizens Advisory Committee. 6:30,  
Winter Springs Police Department

Feb 12th:  Board of Trustees Meeting. 5:30, City Hall

Feb 14th:  Valentine’s Day

Feb 16th:  P residents Day. City offices closed

Feb 18th:  Tuscawilla Lighting & Beautification  
Advisory Committee. 5:15 City Hall

Feb 18th:  Oak Forrest Wall & Beautification District  
Advisory Committee 6:30, City Hall

Feb 23rd:  City Commission meeting. 6:30, City Hall

Feb 24th:  Code Enforcement Board Meeting. 5:30, City Hall

March 5th:  Planning & Zoning Board meeting. 5:30. City Hall

March 6th:  Movie In The Park. “The Bad Guys 2”.  
Begins at sunset, Torcaso Park

March 9th:  City Commission Meeting, 6:30, City Hall

March 11th:  Coffee with a Cop. 8:30 – 10:30am,  
CAO Bakery, 855 E State Rd 434

March 11th:  Citizens Advisory Committee. 6:30,  
Winter Springs Police Department
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President:  
	 Kurt Miericke............... 407-359-4077

Secretary:  
	 Chris Waguespack....... 407-365-4537

Treasurer:  
	 Roger Monroe............. 407-366-7592

Directors:  
	 Sue Beveridge............. 561-302-6425 

	 Tony Bolyard............... 407-497-8361

	 Cindy Guiles................ 407-462-6061

	 Carlos Luengo............. 786-201-2822

TUSCAWILLA TODAY 
	 Kathy McCann............. 407-409-5640

COMMITTEES 
Membership Chairman/Committee 
	 Cindy Guiles................ 407-462-6061

LIAISONS 
	 Kurt Miericke with SR 417 issues.

Boards and committees are comprised  
of both Board Members and volunteers  
from the Community. If you wish to 
volunteer, please contact Kurt Miericke at 
407-359-4077.

CLUB PRESIDENTS 
Sunshine Garden Club: 
	 Connie Nadrowski........ 407-310-7316

Tuscawilla Women’s Club: 
	 Ronnie Balmat...... jebalmat@gmail.com 

Do to space, we only list Pres, VP, Sec & Treas.

ARBOR GLEN
Pres  . . . .     Rob Vanderloop . . . .     Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Terry Taylor  . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Sec/Treas .  Jan Dakel  . . . . . . . .         Non-Published

ARROWHEAD
Pres  . . . .     Stuart Knoll  . . . . . . .       407-359-0618
VP . . . . . .       Jim Braun . . . . . . . .        407-491-5163
Sec . . . . .      Stanley Smith . . . . . .     770-328-2566
Treas . . . .     Arsenio Calle . . . . . .      407-366-2091

BEAR CREEK ESTATES
Pres  . . . .     Mike Taylor  . . . . . . .       407-376-1720
VP . . . . . .       Jim Richey  . . . . . . .       407-366-8833
Sec . . . . .      Glenn Ritchie . . . . . .      407-542-7886
Treas . . . .     Bert Francis . . . . . . .       407-366-2978

BENTLEY GREEN
Pres  . . . .     Gary Mitchell  . . . . . .      407-342-2061
VP . . . . . .       Andy Hulsey . . . . . . .      407-340-6403
VP . . . . . .       Jenny Haget  . . . . . .      407-902-9010
Sec . . . . .      Matt Dees . . . . . . . .        407-446-7675
Treas . . . .     Russ Hampel . . . . . .      407-821-1111

CARRINGTON WOODS
Pres  . . . .     Mike Booth . . . . . . .       407-865-4042
VP . . . . . .       Brandon Dunnick . . .   407-810-5454
Sec . . . . .      Louis Giordano Jr . . .   321-303-9317
Treas . . . .     Jennifer Lamontagne 407-433-3429

CASA PARK VILLAS
Pres  . . . .     Kelly Pacy . . . . . . . .         Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Richard Cameron . . .    Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Nancy Gemmill . . . . .      Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Richard Cameron . . .    Non-Published

CHELSEA PARC & FOX GLEN
Pres  . . . .     Jeff Stanford  . . . . . .      407-362-9575
VP . . . . . .       Marie Cashion  . . . . .      Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Radi Adzemovic . . . .     Non-Published

CHELSEA WOODS
Pres  . . . .     Laurel Ross . . . . . . .       407-227-5340
VP . . . . . .       Larry Stoff . . . . . . . .        407-590-5787
Sec . . . . .      Mark Wylie . . . . . . . .       407-616-8899
Treas . . . .     Norbert Young . . . . .     407-925-1111

CHESTNUT ESTATES
Pres  . . . .     Troy Bennett  . . . . . .       Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       John Masterson . . . .     Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Griselda White  . . . . .      Non-Published

CHESTNUT RIDGE
Pres  . . . .     Joe Desantis . . . . . .       Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Sam Nager  . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      David Grow . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Fabio Zacco  . . . . . .       Non-Published

COUNTRY CLUB VILLAGE
Pres  . . . .     John Foster . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Sharon Lynn  . . . . . .       Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Susan Blair  . . . . . . .        Non-Published

CREEKS RUN
Pres  . . . .     Joe Blondin . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Shane Johnson  . . . .     Non-Published

DAVENPORT GLEN
Pres  . . . .     Brian Bohinsky . . . . .     407-756-3557

EAGLES WATCH &  
HOWELL CREEK RESERVE
Pres  . . . .     Jim Futch  . . . . . . . .         Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Alma Stachurski . . . .     Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Timothy Wansbury  . .   Non-Published

FAIRWAY OAKS
Pres  . . . .     Andy Shulman . . . . .      Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Barbara Keneally . . . . Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Susan Gentry . . . . . .       Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Steve Marra . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Don Asher & Assoc. . . . . . . . . . .         407-425-4561

GEORGETOWNE
Pres  . . . .     Stuart Wills . . . . . . . .         Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       James McCullough . .  718-415-3383
Sec . . . . .      Susan Lenkey  . . . . .      Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Cheryl Ford . . . . . . .        Non-Published

GLEN EAGLE
Pres  . . . .     Richard Jerman . . . .    407-221-7040
VP . . . . . .       James McKenna  . . .   203-249-2359
Sec . . . . .      Alan Jackson . . . . . . .       Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Kurt Steinebronn . . . . .     Non-Published

GREENBRIAR
Pres  . . . .     Jason Patanjo  . . . . .      Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Sandy Kleiner . . . . . .       Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Carol Merkel  . . . . . .       Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Walter Givens . . . . . .       Non-Published

RESERVE @ TUSCAWILLA
Pres  . . . .     Gary Grund . . . . . . .        Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Donald Gavagan . . . .     Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Becki Long . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Tres . . . . .      Matt Scott . . . . . . . .         Non-Published
Bono & Associates 
 Chelsea Bono-LCAM . . . . . . . .        407-233-3560

SENECA BEND
Pres  . . . .     John Deegan . . . . . .       Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Chris Gase . . . . . . . .         Non-Published
Sec/Treas .  Eric Krillke . . . . . . . .         Non-Published

THE GREENS AT TUSCAWILLA
Pres  . . . .     Jane Monahan . . . . .      Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Donna Bausch . . . . .      Non-Published

TUSCA OAKS
Pres  . . . .     Eduardo Cruz . . . . . .       Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Nicolas Joos  . . . . . .       Non-Published

TUSCANY PLACE
Pres  . . . .     Libby Spina . . . . . . .       407-212-6853
VP . . . . . .       Matt George . . . . . . 407-721-6888
Kristina Andersen LCAM, 
 Andersen Mgmnt Svcs . . . . . . .       407-404-1873

TUSCAWILLA UNIT ONE
Pres  . . . .     Jon Erickson . . . . . .       Non-Published
VP/Treas  .  Sharon Anderson Moore 
  . . . . . . .        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Kyler Finkbeiner . . . .     Non-Published

WEDGEWOOD GOLF VILLAS
Pres  . . . .     Jane Millen  . . . . . . .        Non-Published
VP . . . . . .       Charles Sintes  . . . . .      Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Matthew Ghere . . . . .      Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Joseph Esposito . . . .     Non-Published

WEDGEWOOD TENNIS VILLAS
Pres  . . . .     Brian Wallace . . . . . .      407-365-7765
VP  . . . . .      Chet Zwissler . . . . . .      407-365-7765
Sec  . . . .     Sue Kellicut . . . . . . .       407-365-7765
Treas  . . .    Michelle Kortus. . . . .     Non-Published

WICKLOW
Pres  . . . .     Saurabh Patel . . . . . .     407-929-6614
Treas . . . .     Jodie Starzyk . . . . . .       Non-Published
BOD . . . .     Lou DiBerardino . . . .    315-569-6900

WICKLOW GREENS
Pres  . . . .     Brian Sinn . . . . . . . .        407-810-4911
VP . . . . . .       Barry Breslow . . . . . . Non-Published
Sec . . . . .      Gail Moncla . . . . . . .        Non-Published
Treas . . . .     Kathy Sikes . . . . . . .        Non-Published

THOA BOARD MEMBERS PRIVATE HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATIONS

“Tuscawilla Today” is the official 
publication of the Tuscawilla 

Homeowners’ Association, P.O. Box 
195666, Winter Springs, FL 32719-5666.
Publisher is the Association President. 

ADDITIONS OR UPDATES TO 
PRIVATE HOAs AND CLUBS

You are responsible for 
providing updates/additions  
to your listing by the 15th of 
the month for the following 

months issue. E-mail them to 
Lisa@cpponline.com. Please 
mark in the subject “THOA NL”. 

We cannot take changes 
over the phone.

ARTICLES & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Should be e-mailed to Kathy McCann, at  
editorkathymccann@gmail.com and  
to the THOA President, Kurt Miericke, at 
THOAws20@gmail.com. All articles/
announcements need to be approved by 
the THOA President before publishing. 
Deadline is the 12th of the month for the 
following months issue.

ADVERTISING:  
For rates and availability contact  
Lisa Kimbrough-Rodriguez at Creative 
Printing & Publishing, 407-302-9147  
or Lisa@cpponline.com.  
Deadline for ads and payment is  
the 15th of the month for the following 
months issue. Ad rates are subject to 
change without notice.

ARTICLES & ANNOUNCEMENTS / ADVERTISING

The Homeowners’ Association reserves the right to deny any advertising or editorial copy that is 
deemed inappropriate to the interests of the community; however, neither the publisher nor the 
advertisers necessarily always support or agree with all viewpoints printed herein.
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Bank-issued, 
FDIC-insured

APY*

%

Please contact us if you have $1,000 
or more to invest.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1916P-A-E-FL EXP 30 NOV 2027 AECSPAD 27385812

We're more than just a great rate

6-months 3.6
Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to 
get the most from your CDs, you need a 
strategy. Get in touch to learn more.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/06/26. APY interest cannot remain on deposit; periodic 
payment of interest is required. Certificates of Deposit (CDs) offered by Edward Jones are bank issued and 
FDIC insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Edward Jones is not a bank or FDIC insured 
institution and deposit insurance only covers the failure of an insured bank. FDIC insurance for 
brokered-CDs offered by Edward Jones is provided by the FDIC insured banks that issue the CDs on a 
“pass-through” basis, which requires certain conditions to be met for coverage to apply. The list of those 
banks frequently changes. For a list of banks in our network offering brokered-CDs, visit edwardjones.com/
brokered-cd-banks. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. 
Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal 
value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp (DTC).

Geoffrey J Del Bene
CFP®, CEPA®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
1757 West Broadway
Suite 4
Oviedo, FL 32765
407-365-3246

Proper Pruning
Plant Health Care
Hazardous Tree Removal
Land Clearing
Debris Removal

407-759-6512 

ABudgetTreeService.com

710 E State Road 434  
Winter Springs, FL 32708 Fully insured including 

worker’s comp

Ely Howland FL-10284A
Carolyn Nelson FL-9562A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualification

Keeping Your 

Trees Healthy 

& Beautiful

From pruning and removals to plant 
health care, we specialize in trees 
native to Central Florida.

Estimates are free - 
schedule yours today!
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