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WINTERMOOT BOOK EIGHT | SLACK TIDES, ANOTHER TIME:
“TROLL CAT AND MILK RABBIT"

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY NATHAN SHAFER
STORY BY NATHAN SHAFER AND JOELLE HOWALD
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY JOSHUA MEDSKER

EXCERPTS FROM “THE EXPLOITS AND OPINIONS OF DR. FAUSTROLL. 'PATAPHYSICIAN" BY ALFRED JARRY. ORIGINALLY WRITTEN IN 1898.

NTERMOOT

OTHER NAMES: UNKNOWN U
e NS, IO o acrovEesE A ‘PATAPHYSICAL HUG OF RAYGUN GOTHIC FAMILIARS

FORMER FAMILIAR OF THE ORIGINAL WINTERKILL MANAGER WHO WAS CORRUPTED BY THE
CYBERGOD OF DISRUPTION. TILBERI POWERS FROM THE LACTOVERSE. WHICH WERE AUG-
MENTED BY CYBERINGIAN IMPLANTS.

MILK RABBIT (PICTURED):
OTHER NAMES: UNKNOWN
POWER ORIGINS: CYBERINGIA, LACTOVERSE

LAGOMORPHIC SHAPESHIFTER AND FORMER FAMILIAR OF THE ORIGINAL WINTERKILL MAN-
AGER WHO WAS CORRUPTED BY THE CYBERGOD OF DISRUPTION. TILBERI POWERS FROM
THE LACTOVERSE. WHICH WERE AUGMENTED BY CYBERINGIAN IMPLANTS.

STEVEPUNK:
OTHER NAMES: ASHLEY WATANABE, ASH, MOUNTAIN ASH
POWER ORIGINS: PLASMAVERSE

A JAPANESE-AMERICAN TEENAGER WITH PLASMAVERSE POWERS. DAUGHTER OF MAGNE-
TOTAIL. RECENTLY FOUND OUT SHE HAS PLASMAVERSE POWERS WHEN HER CHILDHOOD
FRIEND TAYLOR AND HER DISCOVERED THEIR MOTHER'S SECRET HIDEOUT WHILE HANGING
OUT AROUND THE ROWANBERRY TREE IN THEIR TRAILER PARK, WHERE IT WAS REVEALED
THAT HER MOTHER WAS PART OF THE INFAMOUS SLACK TIDE DUO.

TUYANAUT:
OTHER NAMES: TAYLOR
POWER ORIGINS: CRYOVERSE

A LINGIT/YUP'IK TEENAGER WITH CRYOVERSE POWERS. SON OF NUNATAK. RECENTLY
FOUND OUT HE HAS CRYOVERSE POWERS WHEN HIS CHILDHOOD FRIEND ASHLEY AND
HIM DISCOVERED THEIR MOTHER'S SECRET HIDEOUT WHILE HANGING OUT AROUND THE
ROWANBERRY TREE IN THEIR TRAILER PARK, WHERE IT WAS REVEALED THAT HIS MOTHER
WAS PART OF THE INFAMOUS SLACK TIDE DUO.

THE tUK'AE TSE' TAAS SHARED UNIVERSE GROUP IS A COLLABORATIVE

WINTERMOOT BOOK EIGHT EFFORT SUPPORTED BY THE BUNNELL STREET ARTS CENTER N HOMER,
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YATLIN GONZALEZ, AARON LEGGETT, AND LESLIE KIMIKO WARD.
SERIES EDITORS: JOELLE HOWALD, ISAAC BOATRIGHT, MARTIN SCHULTZ,

ALASKAN STORYTELLING: KATHRYN REIMAN, JOSHUA MEDSKER
“SLACK TIDES, NUNATAK, MAGNETOTAIL, TUYANAUT, STEVEPUNK” CREATED
ALASKA, ALASKAN STORIES, SCIENCE FICTION, BY NATHAN SHAFER, LESLIE KIMIKO WARD, RICHARD PERRY AND BENJAMIN
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“MS. MAGPIE" CREATED BY NATHAN SHAFER AND SAMUEL JOHNS.
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PREVIOUSLY IN WINTERMOOT:
[BOOK SIX: SOCIALISTS AND PIONEERS]

PREVIOUSLY IN WINTERMOOT:
[BOOK TWO: SOURDOUGH AND ARETE]

THE SUEFACE OF THE EARTH.

TIME_TRAVEL COLLECTIVE <THE THIN UBU LINE> INVADES ALASKA
VIA STAGED UAP. EVENT OUTSIDE SEWARD'S SUCCESS, CLAIM THIS IS
THEIR ‘LA JETEE' MOMENT, GOVERNOR DAVENPORT SPEAKS AFTER HIS

LANDSLIDE REELECTION:

FrROM THE COOK INLET PIONEER ONLINE, AFTER THE EVENT:

THEY SAY THEY ARE TIME-TRAVELERS, HERE TO PROTECT THE POLICE FROM PROTESTORS, CLAM THE
PROTESTORS BECOME A TERRORIST GROUP IN THE YEAR 2067 CALLED THE ‘MASALA'.

THE THIN UBU LINE

FrROM THEIR MANIFESTO:

"WHEN WE ARE AWAKE, WE ARE NOT DREAMING. THERE IS A THIN LINE OF UBIC GESTATION THAT KEEPS
US FROM BECOMING THE CUCK-PUPPETS OF THE WORLD. WE ARE A NATION OF CHOCOLATE MILK DRINKERS, UNDER-
NEATH CLOTHES THAT SMELL OF FABRIC SOFTENER AND RECENT KETCHUP. AND IN THE FUTURE, IT ONLY GETS
WORSE. 1IN THE FUTURE WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN PART MACHINE. MOTORIZED. EYES THAT SHOOT LASERS. HEAT
BEAMS. GRAVITY BLASTS. WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN ON THE MOON. MARS. ENCELADUS. SOMETHING. THERE WERE
SUPPOSED TO BE ALL-NEW DIOGENES, MARINETTIS, YUKON JACKS, SKOOKUM CHUCKS. SPACE AGE ABSURDISTS.
THE PEOPLE WHO NARUTO RUN INTO THE GREAT UNKNOWN AND COME BACK HOLDING UNFATHOMABLE NIGHTMARES IN
THEIR HANDS LIKE SCRAMBLED EGGS.”

IT GOES ON LIKE THAT FOR A WHILE. ANYWAYS, SO, ALIENS FINALLY VISIT EARTH, AND THEY WERE
ALREADY ALLIES WITH THE THIN UBU LINE, WHO ARE BASICALLY SELF-PROCLAIMED TIME-TRAVELING ABSURDO-FAS-
CISTS WHO CLAM THEY TRIED TO INITIATE A TECHNOLOGICAL SINGULARITY BACK IN 1994 THAT NOBODY SEEMS TO
REMEMBER. IT DIDN'T WORK OUT | GUESS, OrR MAYBE IT DID. T DON'T KNOW, UP IS DOWN RIGHT NOW.

HERE 1S ANOTHER QUOTE FROM THEIR MANIFESTO:

“WE ARE THE THIN UBU LINE. WE ARE FROM THE NEAR FUTURE, AND THIS IS OUR “LA JETEE” MOMENT.
MEMORIES ARE SCARS LEFT ON OUR CONSCIOUSNESSES. WE REMEMBER ALASKA AS IT WAS WHEN THE DOMES
WERE BUILT. WE WERE THERE, BACK THEN, ON THE PRECIPICE OF A NORTH TO THE FUTURE WORLD, AND WE
WITNESSED OUR OWN DEATH, AT THE HANDS OF THAT WAKING MIXTURE, THE MASALA. THIS IS THE BANE OF THE
TIME-TRAVELER, WITNESSING THE END AT THE BEGINNING. WE WILL NOT FAULTER AGAINST THIS EVENTUALITY. THIS
IS AN ENDING FOR ANOTHER TIME. OUR COLLECTIVE SPEED AND STRENGTH WILL ONCE AGAIN ROAM FREE ON A NEW
ALASKA"

FrROM GOVERNOR ORION DAVENPORT'S REELECTION SPEECH:

ONCE AGAIN ALASKA, VISITORS FROM ANOTHER WORLD HAVE COME TO OUR HOME. THIS TIME THEY HAVE
COME BOTH IN PEACE AND AS A WARNING TO US. THEY ARE HERE TO HELP US. TO SAVE US FROM OURSELVES.
FOR YEARS THE WAKING MIXTURE OF UNREPENTANT TOLERANCE, OPEN BORDERS, AND THE LIBERAL ELITE - HAVE
BEEN PLAGUING OUR SOCIETY WITH AN ENDLESS ONSLAUGHT OF PARENTAL PAMPERING AND HELICOPTER ACCEP-
TANCE OF EVERYONE WHO REFUSES TO ASSIMILATE AND ADHERE TO BASIC AMERICAN VALUES. THESE EXTRATER-
RESTRIALS, TOGETHER WITH OUR FRIENDS FROM THE FUTURE, THE THIN UBU LINE, ARE HERE TO HELP WALK US
INTO THE PROPER FUTURE. I AM THEIR AMBASSADOR. THEIR ALASKAN EMISSARY .

PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING OUR GUESTS TO ALASKA. WORK WITH THEM. SHARE WITH THEM. WE
ARE ONLY AS FREE AS WE ARE WILLING TO RAGE AGAINST THE WOKENESS UNDER THE COVER OF THE NIGHT. WE
NEED TO EXPOSE THE MONSTERS UNDER OUR BEDS, IN OUR HOMES, SCHOOLS AND PLACES OF BUSINESS. SOME
OF OUR FELLOW CIMZENS HAVE LOST THEIR WAY AND NEED TO BE DRAGGED OUT INTO THE LIGHT OF JESUS, OF
PEACE AND FREEDOM. 1, FOR ONE, AM THANKFUL TO GOD THAT WE HAVE FINALLY BEEN SHOWN A PATH INTO THE
FUTURE, A FUTURE FREE OF THE INSOMNIA OF THIS CANCEROUS WAKING SLEEP.

FROM @ + A WITH QAHTGHAL'AY:

OF COURSE THE 'PROTESTORS' THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT ARE PRIMES FROM THE TSICOE SDE', WHO
ARE IN A NEVER-ENDING BATTLE AGAINST NEFARIOUS FORCES SUCH AS THE THIN UBU LINE.

— QAHTGHAL'AY, AKA THE MYSTERIOUS MS. MAGPIE
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OKAY, SO, IT ALL
STARTED WITH A NEIGHBOR-
HOOD WATCH GROUP. THIS WAS
SEWARD'S SUCCESS IN 1978.
AFTER ALL THE DOMES WENT NONE OF THEM EVEN
UP. IT WAS WAVE AFTER WAVE ATTEMPTING TO LEARN TO
OF IMMIGRANTS WHO STARTED SPEAK ENGLISH, AND WITH
SHOWING UP. SOME ILLEGAL THEM CAME CRIME. WE END-
ALIENS. RIGHT? ED UP JUST SETTING ASIDE
ONE OF THE AGRICULTURAL

DOMES FOR THEM. BUT THEY KEPT
GETTING INTO OUR

CITIES. WASN'T ENOUGH
FOR THEM TO JUST
STAY IN THEIRS.

SOMEWHERE IN CYBERINGIA . . .

e CONTINUED ADVENTURES OF

[DURING GOVERNOR DAVENPORT'S SPEECH] THE CREW OF THE NELVANA

Fat
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VANILLA EAGLE

SO, WE HAD TO START
WALKING THE STREETS.
THERE WAS SOME COLLEGE
PROFESSOR WAS WITH US
BACK THEN. REAL SMART FEL-
LA. SAMUEL APPLEBOTTOM. WE
CALLED HIM DR. SYZYGY. HE
WAS THE ONE WHO NAMED US
THE HYPERBOREAN GUARD.

SO THIS
WHOLE TIME?

IT was
NEVER CALLED
THE THIN UBU
LINE.

YoU BOYS
READY TO
ORDER?

THE
HYPERBOREAN
GUARD?

CORRECT. DR.
SYZ2Y6Y SAID WE
WOULD GO BY THE
HYPERBOREAN
GUARD.

CRYO, OLINE.
THIS IS YOUR

ONE THAT GOT
US POWERS CAPTAN. LIKE SHE
AND STUFF. WELL DO FIGURED IT
THIS LATER.

HE WAS THE

OuT.

MASTER ROOK



WINTERRMOOT

SLACK TIDES, ANOTHER TIME:
TROLL CAT AND MILK RABBIT

BEING THE FOURTH BOOK
OF THE SLACK TIDES TALES:

y’ THERE IS A

CYBERINGIAN GIANT
OF SOME SORT
PORTSIDE.

WHAT IS
THE ETAFOR
THE KIDS?

BIGGEST
SQUATCH |
HAVE EVER

SEEN.

TONS OF
AIRSHIPS ARE
\ SwARMING AROUND
HIM LIKE FLIES.

LET'S HOPE
THOSE SHIPS STAY
WITH IT WHEN THE
RIFT CLOSES.

WINTERKILL
SAID THREE
HOURS.

REVAN.
EVASIVE
MANUEVERS.

“THAT ONE TIME WE FOUGHT TWO FASCIST DORKS IN SPANDEX
WHO COULD PROJECTILE VOMIT MILK AND TURN INTO HAIRBALLS"

[THREE HOURS LATER] T
[SEWARD'S SUCCESS, ALASKA]

I WONDER IF
THEY THINK WE
ARE ONE OF
THE UFOS?

SToP! YoU
DON'T KNow
WHAT YOU ARE
DOING. YOURE
JUST SMASHING
BUTTONS!

How wouLD

= YOU KNOW? PLUS,

TUYANAUT THIS IS TOTALLY
[PLOT] WORKING!

—_— STEVEPUNK
VIGATOR]
[PLASH ]

[GLACIER POWERS],

THIS TOWER IS
CrAZY! UKE A
GLACIER THAT
GOES UP!

GOES ALL THE
way up!



BUT
MORE OFTEN

HE ENUNCIATED A
TAUTOLOGICAL
MONOSYLLABLE.

ANY DOORS OR
WINDOWS ON
THAT TOWER.

ITIS
PROBABLY ONE
OF THOSE TUrN
AROUND THREE
TIMES DOORS.

“HA HA" HE
SAID IN FRENCH,
AND HE ADDED
NOTHING
MORE.

BOSSE-DE-NAGE
WAS A DOGFACED

[20TH FLOOR, PETROLEUM CENTER] BABOON. . .

[SEWARD'S SUCCESS, ALASKA]

WE UsT
GOTTA FIND A
SPOT TO LAND
THIS THING.

LESS ECTO-
THAN LACTO-
CEPHALOUS.

”ﬁ[ﬂm.kmu.;_' -
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MILK RABBIT : o TROLL CAT




" HELLO PIGGEES.

Icav
HEAR HIM IN
MY HEAD!!

ARAAGGHH!!
WHAT IS THAT
SOUND?

T'M THE ONE WHAT SOUNDS LIKE A BUNNY.

WE ARE GOING TO MAKE BUTTER OF YOU.

BUTTER?
BUNNY? WHO
ARE THESE
ASSHOLES?

IS THAT A
LASER GUN?
WHAT IS THIS,
LOST STAR?

YOU KIDS ARE DUMB AS CACK.

---ﬂ

ASH!! TM
FRIGGIN
BLEEDING!

I aMLOSING
CONTROL! WE
ARE GONNA HIT
THE MALL!

‘HSF4 2AN0OA LS2Ng ANY ONIATING Y OLNI HSY20 NOA N3HM IAYW NOA ANNOS 3H.




IT DOESN'T MATTER THAT THE LIGHTS ARE OUT.

THIS ONLY STARTS WITH YOUR BLOOD. IT ENDS WITH YOUR BREATH. IT DOESN'T MATTER YOU JUST KILLED US.

IF You poP,
POWER IN THE
ATY WILL GO

THIS IS
GOING TO
WORK.

WE SEE BETTER AFTER DEATH AND IN THE DARK.

IF YOU MOPEY
KIDS ARE QUITE
THROUGH. WE
WOULD LIKE TO
EAT YOU.

S
=
Q
S
)
s
Q
Wy
W
X
-
=
3
=)
Q
>

JUST A
SEC! COMING
OUT IN A FEW
BAD GUYS!

= [

T CAN ALREADY TASTE YOUR TOES.

“ THEY ARE SWEATY AND UNWASHED.
JUST HOW T LIKE THEM. WIGGLING.

© 'S31991d ONDIINS



“ONLY HIS BRAIN -- AND THE ANTERIOR MOTOR CENTERS OF THE MEDULLA -- ARE DEAD.”

WHATEVER
DUDE, UST QUIT
SPRrRAYING ME

: : I FOUND
T MEAN, TECHNICALLY WE CAN CALL IT MLLK, AS IT WAS MILK AT ONE POINT. ] OUT WHY HE

~ BUTIT IS SO MUCH MORE NOW. CALLS HIMSELF
MILK RABBIT.

WHAT'S UP
WITH MR. KIT-
TENS THEN? P ‘
BECAUSE - ' HAVING
' MILK-VOMIT
FREEZE ON

ITIS THE
GROSSEST
FEELING
EVER.

ITISN'T MILK, IT
IS AN ECTOPLASMIC
NON-MAMMARY DAIRY

EMINATION.

‘A13LY2N20Y FA0NW QDhl;Q Z."QH_LOW

“ONY18 NIA NY FONYS ‘ISI026AWE ‘INITIESNON ‘NOAOHD ‘3SI0Wd “L239109 'LOAOH ‘ASYN2Y33 ‘GSHANYTIOH

DAUGHTER, TAKE YOUR FINGER, DRAW THE BUTTERKNOT. ENSURE THE BUTTER IS PURE.

23/\ALYHM ‘SIONYS 29LHONYA ‘SIONYS ATHLOW

“THE LIGHTHOUSE NOURISHES ITSELF UPON THE PURE MATTER WHICH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ISLE OF CACK” THERE ARE MORE PARTS TO THIS STORY,
BUT THEY DON'T REALLY MATTER RIGHT NOW.
TROLL CAT AND MILK RABBIT TURN INTO GIANT HAIRBALLS.
STEVEPUNK AND TUYANAUT EVENTUALLY GET AWAY.
ANYWAYS, THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE FIGHT. ..



[MULDOON]
[ARRBORNSEY IN WINTERMOOT:
[WINTERMOOT BOOK FIVE: SLACK TIDES]

WHAT? ARE WE
GOING TO GO TO THE
HOSPITAL? THINK IT

THEY ARE BUT NO ONE

THROUGH DUDE.  LOOKING FOR US. KNOWS WHERE WE WE AREN'T
THAT IS THE FIRST ~ ARE. NO ONE KNOWS ARETE OR MAGPIE.
PLACE THEY ABOUT OUR HIDE- WE ARE ASHLEY AND

WILL G0. OUT, TAY-JAY. TAYLOR, JUST A COU-
PLE OF BROODY

TEENS.

L THE LAST

/' TIME WE TRIED THIS
THOUGH, THE CITY
LOST POWER FOR
HOURS. ASH ...

THOSE 6UYS
TURNED INTO
GIANT HAIRBALLS
AND SMELLED LIKE
SPOILED MILK.

TROLL cAT
AND MILK RABBIT
ARE A COUPLE OF
DICKS.

YEAH,
THEY SUCK
TRUCK NUTS.

]

BUT,IGOT A
BETTER GRIP ON MY
POWERS NoW. WILL
CAUTERIZE IT. THEN YOU
WILL HAVE ANOTHER
BADASS ScCAr!

LIBERTY T
T 2

Seward’s Success
“The Twenty-First Century City”

lllustrations from the original city proposal for
Seward’s Success by Tandy Industries.

[SOME EXTRAS]

[MOSTLY FROM DIRIGIBLES OF DENALI]

[AS THE NEXT BOOK IS A DIRIGIBLES OF DENALI STORY]
[ENDING WITH A CYBERINGIAN SIMULACRUM]

NOTE: WINTERMOOT EVOLVED OUT OF WORK THAT ENDED UP GETTING CUT FROM
THE ORIGINAL DIRIGIBLES OF DENALI PROJECT, INCLUDING THE AR VIDEOGAME
'CHEECHAKO WIZARD SUICIDE RUNNERS' WHICH INTRODUCED AQPIK.

Plate 4. Seward’s Success commercial mall
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