“Teyzem Alamanciya’.. Yine bir yaz tatiine gellsinde
kabiolu araba getrmisti band. Oyuncak araba kanio e

bir kumandaya bagditych ama o 9k hevesie 0 kadar gok
oynadim &I, pillert 11 guin bittl. Ve maaiesef bizdeki piier de
0 arabaya wmuyordu. Onu denedk, bunu denedk almaa.
Bir sene boyunca teyzemin yenl Izne gelmesini ve bana p¥
getrmesini bekledim.” jAnmet Buke)

Almanya, Avusturya, Belglka, Hollanda fark etmez, bir
donem yurt diginda yasayan herkese “Alamanci® denirdl.
GUnd(z Vassarn anlattigr gibl; birinin babasi Aimanya'da,
digerinin babasi Hollanda'da galigan likokul ¢agindan Ikl
arkadag, mektup yazarken, bir digerl kendl babasina da
selam svylemesin! Istiyor. Santyortar kI, tum Alamancilar ayni
sokakta yagiyor..

Alamancihigin yuko agirdir. Dlilnl, kuituruna blimed!g bir
Ulkede agir Islerde galigip yenl bir hayat kurmaya galigmanin
aqirig1 bir kenarda dursun, memiekette onlann yolunu
gozieyenlerin beklentllerini, umutiarini kargilamanin agirig
belkl daha fazladir. EVin gegim parasi, gocuklann okul
masrafian, bayram Kiyafetierl, kurban parasi, Kigiik odunu
komury, dugun yapacak kugUk kardesin geyizl, traktorun
tamir parasi, hasatta, bagbozumunda galigacak Isgl parast
ve dana nicelerl memieketten gonderlien mektubun son
satiriarina mahcup ve kisa Ifadelerie llistirilirdl.

My aunt was 0 "German Twk... 'When she came back for

a summer break, she brought me @ cable toy car. The toy
car was cabied to aremote control but the very first day |
played so much enthusiastically that the batteries ran out
And unfartunately the batteries we had, dian't match with the
toy. We tried anytning but nothing worked. | watted for my
aunt to come for the next leave for @ year and bring me new
batterles." (Ahmet Bike)

No matter where they leave, In Germany, Austrla, Belgium,
the Netheriands; Turks who Ived abroad used to be called as
*Alamanct' (German TurK) In Turkey. As GUndlz Vassaf tells;
two friends of primary school age, one’s father in Germany
and the other one’s In the Netheriands; one of them wants
the other to send greeting to his father In his letters. They
assumed that all German Turks live on the same street...

The burden of being a German Turk Is heavy. Put aside the
burden of being In a country that you don't know the cuiture
or the language and trying to have a life there while doing
hard menlal works, maybe the burden of meeting the hopes of
the ones walting at home Is heavier. To last lines of the letter
sent from home; subsistence, school expenses of the kids,
eld clothing, money for the sacrificed animal In the eld, fuel
expenses In winter, dowery for the iittle brother who would
have a wedding, repalr expense of the tractor, labour expense
for harvest and many more used to be added with short and
embarrassed expressions.



*Kizim mektuba b ayokkaby ¢lzmis, annes! de ‘kesen
musaitse’ atye not yaznvs. Glaip hemen 1 saatte ayakkanisin
alam. Doha memiekete asnmeme & ay vara...” (1. Peron)

Ve butdn bir yil beklenen o yaz tatill... Arabalann bagajian tka
basa doldurulur, sigmayanlar Ust bagaja Iplerle baglanir. 2-3
gun sbrecek yolculuk boyunca kavusma ani srekil hayal edllir.
Hayal edllen bir an daha vardir. Gocuklara verllecek hedlyeler
ve o anda onlann yasadigi seving ani...

"Babam 1972'de gittl Hollandaya. Ben o zaman lKkokul
1'deydim. Her seyl habriayamasam da babanvn gidisinden
S0Mva evimizin daha sesskz ve nesestz oldudunu
hatrigyabdtyorum. O yokken telefon geldl, mektup geldl,
bant génderal diye diye kUgUk heyecaniaria kendimiz!
avuttuk. Babamin sevaidi yemekier, babamin sevaidi
trkdier ailimizden dusmezal. Babamin ik zne gellsl tam
21 3 ay 11 glin stratl. Geimesine 2 ay kala bize telefon
agmist. Sabanhtan istekte bulunmus. Manaliemizdekl

tek telefonun saniti olan banka emekilsl amcanin

evine gitmistik utana kia. Kizim sana 6 kilo hedtye
getiriyorum demist! telefonda. Babamin sesin duyunca
heyecandan konugamvyoradum, sesim! yutuyordum sank,
ben konustudumu samnyordum ama adzimdan ¢ ses
Gikmiy 5. Babamin soy COK sevindim, muty
oldum ama neden 6 kilo dedidini de anvayamaaim. Gelmes!
yakiastdinda bir de mektup gelmisti, mektupta da aymsini

My daughter nod arawn a shoe on the jeltey, and her mother
wrote a note ' it is convenfent' | immediately went to buy
shoesror ner. There were eight montns before | returned
home."(11.Peron)

And that summer holiday was watted for a whole year.. The
trunk of the cars used to be fliled up and the ones that didn't
it were tled to the roof with ropes. During the journey which
takes two or three days, reunlon momentwould be Imagined.
There was another moment Imagined as well. It was the Joy
moment of the kids when they got thelr presents...

"My rather len for the Netherfands in 1972. 1 was at the rrst
grade of primary school. Even tnough | can't remember
everytning, | can remember that after my father's departure,
Oour Nouse was quieter and /ess cheerful We consoled
ourselves witn the Itie excitements of his calls, ietters or

the small things he sent Ike a tape in his absence. we

Kept preparing my father's favourite aishes and singing his
favourite folk SONGS. It took him to come back for his first
Jeave exactly two yedrs, thvee montns and eleven aays.

He calied us two montns befove his arrval. We hod mads

a request in the morning. We went (o the house of the only
telaphone owner In the neighbowrhood, an unde retired
bank employee. He said that my daughter  woud bring girts
welghted six kllograms for you,' on the pnone. | wasn't abie to
speax when | heard my father's volce because of exdltement,
1t was like | had guiped down my voice, | was believed that

yazmigti, ‘Ayten'im sana 6 kiio hedlye getirlyorum’ diye. Artk
iytce karam kansmist, 6 kio hedlye ne demekti? Annem

de buna b cevap bulamamist. Beklenen gun sonunda
gelal gaty. Babam b aksam vaktl gkageldi. Evimiz bayram
yerine addnat. Babam hosbes fash bittkten sonra bebekier,
ayaxkabiar, Kiyaretier, kalemikier, defterier ve gkolatalana
dolu bir gantay! Gndme ddktd. Gozierim yerinden Niamist.
Nas/ sevindidim! bugtin bie hatwianim. Sonvadan 6drendk
kI babam ugaxia gelmis, hayatnda il defa ugada binmis.
Bietl alad) buroya gidip kag kilo bavw taslyablecedini

bir gizel Ggrenmis. Ucadin igerisinde yaimizca 6 kio
taginabiecedini aider bavuiiann ugadin aiana yukienecedini
ddrenince kendince bir Gnfem ainvs. Kaybalursa Gbir
bavurar kay Kizimin hedty yanma aayim,
oniar almadan gidemem demis. 6 kioluk ¢antada yainzca
benim i¢in aicigy hediyeler varmig.” (Ayten Yildz Oren)

I was taking but there was o sound. Wnat my father sald,
made me very hapgy, but | coudn't undarstand why he said
s« kilograms. When he was about to arrive, we recelved g
letter; and he wrote the same i the letter; My Ayten | wil
tring gifts welghted six kilograms for you. At that point | got
really confused, wnat did si kifograms gift mean? My motner
aiso coukdn't find an answer. The expected day Anally amved
One evening my father showed up. Our fouse turned Into a
fairground. My fatney, after having an idle chit-chat, cpened a
bog full of dolls, shoes, clothes, pencll cases, notebocks and
chocalates in front of me. My eyes popped out of my head.
Even today /remember how happy | was. Later we ieamed
that my father came by plane, he took a plane for the first
time In his iire. He went to the omMce where he bought the
ticket and learned how many kilograms of luggage he could
cary. Wnen ne jeamed that only si kilos could be caried
Inside the piane, other sultcases woulkd be loaded under the
plane, and he took @ precaution. He though that ¥ cannot go
without my daughter's presents so Iwill take them with me, it
doesn't matter I the rest gets Jost” (Ayten Yildz Oren)



Almanya'dan gelen oyuncaklar bir déneme
damga vuruyordu. Henlz TUrkye'de
gocukiarin elinde dana ¢ok tanta, teneke
ayuncakiar varken Almanya'dan gelen pllle
¢aligan robotlar, Mercedes, BMW arabalar,
konugan bebekler gocuklann dunyasini Gok
hzl degistirtyordu. Bunlardan birine sanip
olmak ayncalikii bir konuma yukseltyordu
sanibinl. Okulda, manallede, sokakta bir
anda parmakia gosterlien o *havall” gocuk
oluyordunuz. Diger gocukiara oynama hakki
verme, oyunun Igine danll etme ya da kurallari
belirleme... Hepsinin dogal sahibl Aimanya'da
gelen oyuncad! elinde tutan gocuk oluyordu.
O oyuncakiar ginun belll saatinde anne
babanin znlyle digan gikartiabliirdl ancak.
Diger saatlerde ya kapall bir dolapta ya da
sandikta veya vitrinde bekletllir, “hemen
bozmasin" diye dusunuierek sakianip
guzetilirdl. Zamanzaman eve gelen
misafirierin gocukianna uzaktan sdyle bir
qgusterllir, yeterince sagirdikianna emin
olduktan sonrayine o ayncalikii taviria
yerine kaldiniirdi. Bir mahallede kumandali
Mercedes'l olan bir gocuk varsa dogal olarak
1Kk " tzenliecek” kigl kendisl oimalydi.

Oysa ne garip, babasi butun bir yil boyunca
yurt diginda galighdr Igin ylzU hig guimeyen,
her ay *ne zaman doneceksin?" diye mektup
yazan, alleslyle ele ele dolagip, parkta
aynayanian gordlkge onlara dzenen, LzLiup
bir ktgeye gekllen qocuklar, simdl digerlerinin
dzendigl "o” gocuk oluyordu. DonQsUMIG

ve mevsimiere gore degigen bir hisslyatin
mirasgisi oluyordu gocuklar.

Alamanciiik birgok gocugu yenl ve Kangik
duygularia tanigtirdi. Oz enlimes! gereken
anne, baba, gocuk bir arada olan yasamiar
miyd? Yoksa Almanya'dan gelen eglt cesit
hedlyeler, glkolatalar ve oyuncaklara sahip
olan gocuklar miydi? © gocuklarin iglerinde
neler yagadikianni bugun tam olarak anlamak
ve blimek zor. Cevabl yekpare olmayan

bir kiyasin Igerisinde cevap arayip durmus
olabliirier mi? Belkl de bu gog yolculugunun
hig akillara gelmeyen, hesap edlimeyen bir
taran ortaya gikmisti ve kendiilginden bir
sey ogretiyordu onlara... "Kymetll* olanin ne
oldugu.

The toys from Germany left thelr mark In

a perlod. While the chiidren were playing
with wooden or tin tays In Turkey, battery-
powered robots from Germany, Mercedes,
BMW toy cars, talking dolls were changing
thelr world very quickly. Having one of
them was ralsing the owner to a privileged
position. At school, Inthe neighbourhood,
on the street, you suddenly became that
"cool" Kid pointed at. Allowing the other
Kids to piay, Inciuding In the game or
setting the rules... The natural owner of
these rights was the one who owned the
toy from Germany. Those toys could only
be taken out at certaln times of the day
with the permisslon of parents. The rest of
the time It would elther be kept in a closed
cupboard or In a chest or In a showcase,
to protect it from the kids' "Immediate
breaking'. it would be shown to the chiidren
of the guests from a far from time to time,
after making sure that they were surprised
enough, Itwould be removed again with
that privileged attitude. If there was a child
In a nelghbourhood with a remote control
Mercedes, naturally, the first person to be
*Imitated" would be that one.

However, the strange thing s that the kid,
whose father was abroad for the whole year
and face never smiled, who wrote a letter
every month saying "when wll you come
back?' went askde feeling sad after seeing
other kids with thelr famiiles wandering
around and playing In the parks, were
furning Into 'that' kid who was Imitated by
others then. These chiidren were helrs of an
alternate feeling changed according to the
seasons.

Being German Turks Introduced new and
complicated feeilngs to many children.
Was the Iife needed to be Imitated the
one In which mother, father and chiid
together? Or was the one In which the
children had the presents, chocolates

and toys from Germany? It is dificutt to
completely understand and know today
what these chiidren were going through.
Could they have sought answers In a non-
monolithic comparison? Perhaps there was
an unthinkable, unaccountable part of this
Joumey of Immigration, and It taught them
something spontaneously... What "precious”
Is.




