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Logline
Coexisting With America’s Songdog

Brief Synopsis
This is the story of how the most hunted animal in America 
not only survived a century of persecution, but thrived and 
expanded its territory.  It is up to us, their human neighbors, 
to understand these intelligent and adaptable creatures so 
that we can learn to coexist.

An estimated 500,000 coyotes are slaughtered in the United 
States every year. They are poisoned, shot, trapped, mauled 
by hunting dogs, shot for sport from planes, and hunted in 
killing contests, where individuals receive prizes for killing 
the most animals.  Advocates of these inhumane activities 
claim that the slaughter is needed to manage coyote 
populations, which science-based research has indicated is 
not only false, but has resulted in the expansion of the 
coyote’s territory throughout the United States. 

American Bolshevik tells the story of the coyote's 
expansion into New England long after the extirpation of 
the native wolf species, and the attempts of modern day 
New Englanders to adjust to their new neighbors.

The film follows a century of abuse, attempts to malign the 
coyote as a useless vermin and dangerous predator, and 
decade after decade of escalating attempts to eradicate the 
species.

Despite the staggering cost and effort expended to 
eliminate the coyote, once described in Scientific American 
as "the original Bolshevik," the animal has not only 
survived, but expanded its territory, and is currently 
thriving in every major city and suburb of the continental 
United States.

Coexistence with America’s Songdog is possible, but it will 
require a change in attitudes and the willingness to adjust 
our own behavior.
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Film Synopsis 
American Bolshevik begins in the wealthy waterfront enclave of Newport, Rhode Island, a city world-famous for 
its Gilded Age mansions, sailing, polo, and Jazz. Diana Prince, who has summered in Newport for most of her life, 
describes how she first noticed that coyotes had moved into her neighborhood, and mourns the loss of her beloved 
Jack Russell Terriers to coyote predation.

Her experience, and the increasing community concern over this new predator, drove her to fund a local research 
project to understand the coyote’s habits and territories, and to determine if, and how, humans could learn to 
coexist with them.  That project, run by biologist Numi Mitchell, became the Narraganset Bay Coyote Study. 

This story is told against the backdrop of the fraught history of the coyote’s relationship with humans after the 
arrival of European settlers, as told by Dan Flores, New York Times best-selling author of Coyote America.

The Narraganset Bay Coyote Study findings indicate that killing coyotes is not an effective management 
approach. Instead, residents of the island can best coexist by adjusting their own behavior to ensure coyotes don’t 
become habituated to humans.  Project Coyote Director Camilla Fox describes the work that her organization has 
done to educate the public and change attitudes towards this much-maligned animal.

Chris Schadler, a conservation biologist living in New Hampshire, also decided to run an experiment on keeping 
livestock in the midst of coyotes. Using non-lethal methods, she farmed sheep for nearly twenty years, and never 
lost an animal to coyote predation. The lessons from these two studies can help guide us longer term on a path to 
coexistence with America’s Songdog.



FAQS
Why are we encountering coyotes in new areas of the country?
Unlike wolves, which operate primarily within packs, coyotes, like human beings, are a "fission-fusion" species. They can function
within a pack to bring down larger prey like deer, or as individuals can survive on smaller animals such as mice, voles, rabbits, and
insects. This characteristic of the coyote enabled them to expand their territory in response to the persecution and attempted eradication
of all predators (including mountain lions, bobcats, and wolves) in America over the past century. With the successful eradication of
the top predators, such as wolves, from New England, there was a niche open that the coyote has successfully filled over recent
decades.

Why can’t we just shoot them?
The coyote exhibits some unique adaptions that are triggered in response to persecution, such as the ability to exist either in
packs or as individuals. They also have an innate biological ability to adjust the size of litters from as few as 2 pups to as many
as 19, depending on the number of coyotes and availability of food in the area. These characteristics have enabled the coyote to
survive eradication campaigns which extirpated most other large predators from much of North America. If coyotes are killed
and numbers reduced, litter sizes will increase to bring the population back up to the natural carrying capacity of the local
environment.

What is the origin of the American Bolshevik title?
For the past century, the United States government, state governments, and private
interests, such as ranchers, have attempted to eradicate all predators from North America.
In order to maintain funding for the coyote eradication campaign after most predators had
been extirpated, some government agencies waged a public relations campaign which
painted the coyote as a vermin to be eradicated. This campaign largely impacted public
perception of the coyote throughout most of the 20th Century. An article that appeared in
Scientific American in 1920 labeled the coyote “the original Bolshevik of North
America.” Coming amid the first “Red Scare” following the Bolshevik Revolution, this
was part of a deliberate attempt to malign this native species.



CAST

DAN FLORES CAMILLA FOX CHRIS SCHADLER
A native of Louisiana, Dan Flores is a writer who lives 

outside of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and is the A. B. Hammond 
Professor Emeritus of the History of the American West at 

the University of Montana-Missoula. He is the author of ten 
books, most recently the New York Times Bestseller, Coyote 

America: A Natural and Supernatural History (2016), 
and American Serengeti: The Last Big Animals of the Great 

Plains (2016). 

Dr. Flores’s essays on the environment, art, and culture of the 
West have appeared in newspapers like The New York 

Times, Los Angeles Times, and the Chicago Tribune, and in 
magazines such as Texas Monthly, Orion, Wild West, 

Southwest Art, The Big Sky Journal, and High Country 
News. 

Camilla H. Fox is the founder and Executive 
Director of Project Coyote, a national non-profit 
organization based in Mill Valley, California that 

promotes compassionate conservation and 
coexistence between people and wildlife through 

education, science, and advocacy.

She has served in leadership positions with the 
Animal Protection Institute, Fur-Bearer 

Defenders, and Rainforest Action Network.  She 
has spearheaded national, state, and local 

campaigns aimed at protecting native carnivores 
and fostering humane and ecologically sound 

solutions to human-wildlife conflicts.

Chris is the co-founder of the New Hampshire Wildlife 
Coalition and a representative of Project Coyote. Chris’ 

interest in wild canids began in 1980 when she volunteered 
at the Wolf Park in Battleground, Indiana. She has a 

graduate degree in Conservation Biology from Antioch 
University with a thesis on the biological and social 

perspectives of natural recovery for the Eastern Timber 
Wolf in Michigan. 

She has taught Conservation Issues and Wolf Ecology at 
the University of New Hampshire. Chris’ attention shifted 
to the Eastern coyote when she moved to New England. 
She chose a farm with known coyote problems to raise 

sheep and train her border collies. Using sound livestock 
management and common sense, she avoided predation for 

nearly two decades. 



CAST

DIANA PRINCE NUMI MITCHELL ROLAND BELLOTTI
A resident of Washington, D.C. and Newport, Rhode 

Island, Diana began noticing coyotes when they arrived 
on Aquidneck Island in the 1990s. After losing her 
beloved Jack Russell, “Pickle,” to coyote predation, 

Diana was determined to better understand these animals 
that were new to the local environment, and in 2005 she 
funded the Narraganset Bay Coyote Study through the 

Prince Charitable Trusts to achieve this goal. 

The Narragansett Bay Coyote Study was the first of its 
kind in the area, and yielded valuable insights into the 

habitats and behavior of the Eastern coyote and a set of 
management practices to support coexistence.

Numi is the lead scientist and Project Director of 
the Narraganset Bay Coyote Study (NBCS), and is 

a biologist specializing in the study of resource 
and habitat use by wildlife. 

Based on the scientific data from the study, the 
NBCS has generated a set of Best Management 

Practices for Coexistence with Coyotes, a toolbox 
for safe, sustainable community coyote 

management. The NBCS is working with local 
towns to adopt the management practices and to 

help communities across the nation to successfully 
and sustainably manage coyotes. 

Roland is an expert sharpshooter and hunter who 
was hired by Rhode Island cities and towns, as 
well as private individuals, to kill coyotes that 

were perceived as troublesome.  

Initially at odds with Dr. Mitchell’s Narragansett 
Bay Coyote Study, Roland became an ally and 
eventually assisted in the capture and release of 

Cliff, the famous Newport coyote who had 
become habituated to humans. 



Production

Dan Flores with his dog in rural New Mexico

Still from wildlife footage shot by Wildlife 
Videographer Dan Licht

Coyote pup learning to hunt shot by 
Wildlife Videographer Dan Licht

Director of Photography Eddy Ecaueo
filming at Sachuest Point on Aquidneck 

Island in Rhode Island 

Coyotes frolicking among mule deer by 
Wildlife Videographer Dan Licht
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Lemon Martini Productions creates award-winning, 
feature length documentaries exploring issues in 
science, media, and law.  

Writer & Director
Julie Marron

Producers
Julie Marron
Ami Clifford
Lila Depew
Atticus Marron

Director of Photography
Eddy Eacueo

Wildlife Cinematographer
Dan Licht

Editors
Eddy Eacueo
Shane Joseph


