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Linda Bauer Joan Kathren
Benita Brown Emilia Keener
Jacqueline Burden Anne Nolan
Kenedy Carey Diane Pfaff
Clarissa Fraley Laurel Adams
Katy Haugen Paige English
Lisa Hill Jenni Wade Foxe
Ellen Kathren Jamie Goad
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Ruth Ann Hickey
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Lucia Orr, viola
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Stephanie Steele

SPEciAL THANKS

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Shalom United Church of Christ

Mip-CoLUMBIA MASTERSINGERS

=BEERCHOIR

ATEsmic CHAPTER

Saturday, April 20
6:30-9:00 PM

The Underground, Pasco

JOIN MCM’s
TEXT CLUB!

Text the word “choir”
to 844-573-0500
to sign up to
receive free text
announcements about MCM
concerts and upcoming events

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




PROGRAM

Today's performance is being recorded. Please silence cell phones and watches.
Please hold applause until the intermission to allow the first half to be a cohesive set.

What Power art thou (The Cold Song) Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
arr. Reginald Unterseher

Frozen In Dale Trumbore (b. 1987)

How To Survive Winter Jocelyn Hagen (b. 1980)

1. Let the Leaves Fall

2. Wrap Your Body in Darkness
3. Bury Me in White

4. Swallow the Sun

INTERMISSION
Skin Mari Estabel Valverde (b. 1987)
Threads of Joy Dale Trumbore
Breathe in Hope Dale Trumbore
Flare Dale Trumbore
JAM! Tracy Wong (b. 1985)
A Little Song of Life Reginald Unterseher (b. 1956)
We Are the Storm Jerod Impichchaachaaha’ Tate

(b. 1968)
Samantha Schneider and Sara Magleby, soloists

Many thanks to the
Fox Vance Family Foundation
for its long-standing and
generous support of the
Mid-Columbia Mastersingers and
the Tri-Cities arts community

FOX VANCE FAMILY FOUNDATION

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Current donor list reflects fiscal year 2022-2023 information and our current in-process 2023-2024 fiscal year.
While every attempt has been made for accuracy, please alert us to any errors.

Maestissime
$25.000

Fox Vance Family Foundation
Paul Allen Family Foundation

Maestose
$10.000-$24.999

CPCCo
Mid-Columbia Arts Fundraiser

Con Brie
$6,000-$9,999
@ Washington State Arts Commission

$2 400-$5.999

Amentum
Arts Foundation of the Mid-Columbia

Steve & Bonnie Baker

Lucas Engineering

Ted & Tina Miller*
Lester & Kathy Payne*

Three Rivers Family Foundation

Steven & Julie Wiley*

%ﬁ&fjlfﬁb
$1800-$2,399

Laurel & Lynn Adams
Casie Davidson*
Mary Peters

$1,200-$1,799

Benita Brown*
Boyce Burdick & Margo McGowan
Gene Gower*
Lisa Hill
Jason Hogue Agency, American Family Insurance
Ronald Johnson & Diane Avant*
Timothy & Stephanie McCall*
Joyce McClanahan
Anne Nolan & John Covey
Scott Rodgers & Britt Hanson*
William & Maja Shaw

Cuntabile

$600-$1,199

Lucinda Borneman*
Mary Dann*
Elizabeth Erickson*
Joe & Rebecca Francik*
Kevin & Donna Glass*
Jamie Goad*
Jeremiah Griffith*

David & Sylvia Harris*
International Bicycle Polo Federation*
Jonathan & Candice Jones*

Dan & Ellen Kathren*

Bryan & Emilia Keener*
Miriam Kerzner*

Gregery Levy*

Jeffrey & Meng Markillie*
Talitha McCall & Paul Danz*
Andy Miller
Ann Nash
Joel & Debra Rogo
Valerie Silva*

United Way of Benton & Franklin County
Reginald Unterseher & Sheila Dunlop*
Weston & Mary Beth Walker
Libby Watrous

Sestenuto
$300-$599

Elaine Ballou
Jim & Linda Bauer
Michey & Luana Beary
In Memory of Steve Blodgett
Sharon Burns - First Aid Ed*
Cassandra Cyprien
Jonathan & Erin Dickey*
Brian & Paige English*
Gregory & Catherine Exarhos
Clarissa Fraley*
Richard & Danica Garcia
Annette Gordon
Jane Hedges
Hole In The Ocean, Inc*
Amber Johnson*
Tanya Knickerbocker*
Kerry Lorenzo
Larry Morris
John Masulonis & Alex Roeder*
Fred & Connie Rafta
Evan & Joan Rosenberg
Michael Sackschewsky & Judith Pottmeyer*
Edward Siciliano
Carolyn Simon
Thomas Weber

*Continuo Donors

To make a gift to support our concerts and outreach,

email us at info@mcmastersingers.org, call 509-460-1766,

donate online at www.MCMastersingers.org or at

Venmo @mcmastersingers, or scan the QR code to the right

John Williams*

rusiose
180-$299

Emma Barnes*
Hannah Bonham*
Carla Chiotti
Cassandra Cyprien
Ruth Ann Hickey
Matt & Theresa Monroe
Ann Roseberry
Michael & Patricia Scott
Matt Smith
Barbara Tanner
Chuck & Beverly Torelli
Scott & Jessie Wagnon*
Rick & Chris Walling

Dolre

$100-$179

Elaine Bacon*
Carl Baker*
Melinda Brown
Michelle Carey
Jennifer Childers
Dan Clark
Judith Connell
April Connors
Paul Davis
Kay Deffenbaugh*
Chris & Nancy Doran
Terri Geluso
Steve Ghan*
Glenn & Mitzi Holmes*
LeAnne Johnson
Jeff Kissel*
Joshua Maloney
James & Martha Mather
Joe McCall*
Melvin McElroy
Maximiano Mendez*
Nina Multari
Jim & Beverly Noyce
Carson & Holli Roach*
Julie Robertson
Chris Rose
Quinn & Renee Smith
Anna Tadlock
Muriel Templeton
Caryl Thomason
Carolyn Williams
Charles & Kathleen Wilson*
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REGINALD UNTERSEHER, CONDUCTOR

Reginald Unterseher is Music Director and Composer-in-Residence at Shalom United Church
of Christ in Richland. His works are published by Oxford University Press, Walton Music,
MusicSpoke.com, and his web site, as well as in the Justice Choir Songbook. He was the
Washington State Music Teacher’s Association’s “Composer of the Year” for 2013. Reg’s
compositions are regularly performed throughout the world and have been featured at regional
and national ACDA and MENC conventions in the US as well as at Carnegic Hall in New
York City. He has always been drawn to composing pieces about the natural world and current
events. His career path has careened between being a ski instructor, an opera and music theater
performer, an at-home dad to three children, a conductor, and voice teacher. He has served WA
ACDA and NW ACDA in several Repertoire & Resources roles over the last 20 years. He is
a founding member of Northwest Choral Publishing. Reg has had more of his compositions
performed in a nuclear reactor than any other composer in history, living or dead. He was born
in Walla Walla in 1956.
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SE A50N < 7 2023 20 CommuniTy CONCERTS OF THE TRI-CITIES
] & Apr 11: Rodney Marsalis
and the Philadelphia Big Band

gTH

Mip-CoLuMBIA BALLET
Apr 12-14: Giselle Act 2

CoLuMBIA CHORALE
Apr 19 & 20: A Way With Words

CAMERATA MUSICA
Apr 20: Ensemble Caprice

Mip-CoLuMBIA MUSICAL THEATRE
Apr 26-May 4: The Wizard of Oz

PRINCESS THEATRE
Apr 26-May 5: A Year with Frog and Toad

NICHOLAS WALLIN

MUSIC DIRECTOR
ACADEMY OF CHILDREN'S THEATRE

30UNG ARTISTS & JOYFUL VOICES May 10-19: The Little Mermaid Jr.

MAY 18,2024 o"/:30'pm ¢ Kennewick High Auditorium Mip-CoLUMEBIA SYMPHONY

Michael Torke = Book'of Proverbs with the Mid-Columbia Mastersingers May 18: Young Artists and Joyful Voices

Laura Pettigrew « Dochas 4 . . g
plus performances by the 2024 Young Artist Competition Winners Featuring the Mid-Columbia Mastersingers

JiekeTs AT MIDCOLU 0r 509.943.6602
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MID—COLUMBIA

ASTERSINGERS

Transforming lives through the power of choral music

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARTS CENTER
TASK FORCE
Emilia Keener, President
Danica Garcia, Vice President Arts Center Task Force is the 501¢3 organization
- G Lty WiezeTiET working to build the Mid-Columbia Performing Arts

Bridget Canazaro, Ssecreta ‘
& : ’ = Center; a state-of-the-art venue and gathering space
Joe Francik, Past President ; : S
that will elevate the perception of the Tri-Cities as a

Ana Armijo
Daphne Jackson vibrant destination to live, work, stay, and play by
Sami Schneider providing a home for our many excellent performing
arts organizations, including the Mid-Columbia
Mastersingers.
STAFF
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Learn more at: artscentertaskforce.com
Justin Raffa an
T
OUTREACH & OPERATIONS MANAGER " 6TH ANNUAL

Jennifer Keller

AsSOCIATE CONDUCTOR
Reginald Unterseher

PERFORMANCE CHOIRS ACCOMPANIST
Stephanie Steele

CoLuMmBIA CHORALE CONDUCTOR
Marianne Larsen

CoLUMBIA CHORALE ACCOMPANIST R
Cheryl Cannard - &

MASTERSINGERS YOUTH DIRECTOR THE SUGAR PINE BARN
Debi Teague 40504 DEMOSS ROAD

EETRT O N E T V)
MASTERSINGERS YOUTH ACCOMPANIST

Kirsten Sauey Hofmann SN AR

5:30 P.M.

RECEPTION & MUSIC
SILENT AUCTION
ADDRESS LIVE AUCTION
1177 Jadwin Ave, Ste 110

Richland WA 99352 HEAVY HORS D'OEUVRES &
DESSERTS

ConTAaCT INFORMATION
509-460-1766
info@MCMastersingers.org
www.MCMastersingers.org

WINE CHAMPAGNE BEER

Tickets are available at:

hanfordmusic.org
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram BT CELEESRCERE RRRACER NEITRLNANN
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PROGRAM NOTES

Many parts of our lives reflect the journey from the cold and dark of winter to the exuberant energy of spring. This concert
follows that path, and invites you to look for those parallels to your own path and journey. This concert is made up of pieces by
composers and poets who are almost exclusively part of marginalized groups, groups that are well acquainted with the ups and
downs of overcoming difficulties in the face of being ignored, put down, and considered “less than” other groups.

We start with “The Cold Song (What Power art thou)” from the third act of Henry Purcell’s 1691 opera KING ARTHUR. The
character known as “Cold Genius,” the spirit of Winter, laments being roused from their frozen state, to wake only to another day
of darkness and the inability to move, and would rather “freeze again to death.” The music illustrates the shivering, breathless
quality the character sings about in both the string parts and in the highly unusual approach to the vocal line. This was originally
an aria, and has been arranged here for three part chorus.

This moves directly to “Frozen In,” a setting of the poem by Annie Finch that pulls us into a winter night and the stillness
and quiet that a covering of snow brings to a landscape. Dale Trumbore’s setting reflects that quiet, and she provides a spare
accompaniment for violin and piano and close-spaced chords for the singers, everything moving with the slow pace of winter.

Next is a set of four songs for choir and string quartet by Jocelyn Hagen called “How to Survive Winter.” They are settings
of poems by Julia Klatt Singer, each poem engaging a particular aspect of that seasonal shift from fall to winter to spring.
“Let the Leaves Fall” is the resignation we feel, reluctantly letting go of the lush and vivid fall colors, giving in to the loss of
color and energy. “Wrap Your Body in Darkness” explores the anxiety and resistance we feel to the winter cold and wind. It
is full of cluster chords, nervous and angular movement in the strings and voices, and sharply articulated rhythmic passages,
creating an unsettled, furtive, but still rebellious relationship with the winter. “Bury Me in White” speaks of abandoning color,
wanting to be immersed in a monochromatic landscape, inward looking, alone. The music is quieter than the previous piece,
less movement, insular, more spare. Suddenly, the light breaks through in “Swallow the Sun,” when the cold has given way to
warmth, connection, and feeling. The energy of the music is now bright, light, buoyant, glorying in the return of the spring light.

We begin the second half of the concert with “Skin,” a setting of a poem by recent Young People’s Poet Laureate (for the Poetry
Foundation) Naomi Shihab Nye. This poem reflects her heritage of a Palestinian father, German American mother, being raised
in Missouri, going to high school in Ramallah in the West Bank and college in Texas. The composer, Mari Isabel Valverdi, says
that the poem “addresses themes of healing, resilience, passage, and travel.” It reflects the spirit of perseverance required to live
in so many cultures and places, and the need to adapt to adversity. The piece was set to premiere right before the pandemic shut
down the choral world in 2020, but was not premiered until choirs were able to sing together again in 2022 and 2023.

Next, we present three more pieces by Dale Trumbore. “Threads of Joy” is unaccompanied, and full of spaces, embracing the
return of “a light beneath pain” but hesitating as well. Maya Jackson’s poem “Breathe in Hope” is a response to the violent
deaths of Philando Castile and Alton Sterling. It asks us to examine our response, our need for healing, but at the same time our
need to use the energy created by such horrible events to create real change. “Flare” takes us into the physical and emotional
space where we feel like we are getting back to energy and life, we want to move forward, but we feel like a child chasing after
older siblings, always behind but never giving up.

JAM! by Tracy Wong fully embraces the entry into spring and energy. The piece reflects her Chinese-Malay-Canadian identity.
She tells us that it is a three-way play on words, (Jom-Ayuh-Mari) that all have similar meanings in colloquial Malay, “come,
let’s go!” The word “nada,” in the context of singing, means vocal tone. The catchy, repetitive and conversation-like musical
themes suggest a group of musicians coming together to make music, much like a “jam session.” In Malay, “jam” also translates
to “clock,” suggesting passing of time. In essence, the pieces says “Come, let’s go make some music together and sing! Leave
your worries for awhile.”

Now fully embracing spring and summer, we sing “A Little Song of Life,” which reflects my childhood on a small farm in
Milton-Freewater, outdoors a lot, always in touch with nature and the changing seasons. We are reminded that all the seasons
give way to the next one, and the cycle will continue. It is layered with a mantra, “all that we need to do, be we low or high, is
to see that we grow nearer the sky.”

We end with “We Are the Storm,” by Jerod Impichchaachaaha’ Tate, a classical composer, citizen of the Chickasaw Nation in
Oklahoma, who is dedicated to the development of American Indian classical composition. He asked Charles Anthony Silvestri
to write this poem, full of anticipation of trouble but invoking the power to make it through. “We are the storm that gathers at
last; We are the future healing the past.” This piece was premiered in February of 2020, just as the pandemic was beginning to
emerge.
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WHAT POWER ART THOU (THE CoLD SONG)
from KING ARTHUR, Act 3
lyrics by John Dryden

What power art thou?

Who from below

Hast made me rise?
Unwillingly and slow

From beds of everlasting snow!

See’st thou not how stiff
And wondrous old?
Far unfit to bear the bitter cold...

I can scarcely move
Or draw my breath
I can scarcely move
Or draw my breath

Let me, let me
Let me, let me
Freeze again...

Let me, let me
Freeze again to death!

Frozen IN
by Annie French, from “Eve”

Venice, December

Ours are the only mouths

to taste with this smothering slow
touch, and the only steps

to sink like bellsounds and cave
deep into the marble snow.

Women who go to the window

to push their arms out to the snow
and then bring the shutters back in
follow us as we fall

past their eyes where the black night lives.

We are snowflakes at last, as the thick
never locked, never closed doors
follow us through squares of light
their windows have left on the snow.
Once again, warmth that falls,

again, though our tracks fill and slow.

TEXTS

How To SurvivE WINTER
all poems by Julia Klatt Singer

1. Let the Leaves Fall

Sometimes we have to let them go, let the leaves fall.
Under bare limbs
we stand surrounded

by the beauty of everything we’ve lost.
11. Wrap Your Body in Darkness

Put on an old hat and mittens.
Wrap your body in darkness. Carry the weight of night on your shoulders.

Bare yourself
like these winter trees.

Let beauty fall to your feet, let wind shake you, let your bones swallow the chill
of this evening’s air.

Nothing, not even winter, can tame
your wild bird of a heart.

111. Bury Me in White
The silence of snow, like the silence of you is what I wake to
blinding white and falling. Start the day

By throwing away words;
scarlet, indigo, then

cerulean, mango who needs them
in this kind of cold?

Bury me in white, bury me away like your heart.
IV. Swallow the Sun

A Secret. No frost today

on my window, no tumbling stars no forests of white, no birds

on the branch outside

no chance of one landing now stealing the morning with their song as I think
about your hands

and how they make me feel

as beautiful as frost

as transparent as glass

as if I've swallowed

the sun.

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




TEXTS

Two COUNTRIES
from Words Under the Words: Selected Poems by Naomi
Shihab Nye

Skin remembers how long the years grow when skin is not
touched, a gray tunnel of singleness, feather lost from the
tail of a bird, swirling onto a step, swept away by someone
who never saw it was a feather. Skin ate, walked, slept by
itself, knew how to raise a see-you-later hand. But skin felt
it was never seen, never known as a land on the map, nose
like a city, hip like a city, gleaming dome of the mosque
and the hundred corridors of cinnamon and rope. Skin had
hope, that’s what skin does. Heals over the scarred place,
makes a road. Love means you breathe in two countries.
And skin remembers--silk, spiny grass, deep in the pocket
that is skin’s secret own. Even now, when skin is not alone,
it remembers being alone and thanks something larger

that there are travelers, that people go places larger than
themselves.

BREATHE IN HoPE
poem by Maya Jackson

THREADS OF Joy
from “Syringa” by Laura Foley

I have noticed joy
how it threads below
the darkness.

Have you seen it too?
And have you heard it,
how it speaks

the unspeakable,

the bliss?

A kind of silence, a light
beneath pain.

Have you noticed?

It rises like fingers

and then—Ilook!

it presses through.

What would we do if we didn’t have the privilege of being distracted

I know we must honor our personal lives.

I know we must not live in darkness.

I know we must celebrate the grace in our humanity.

To keep our lungs from collapsing.
We must breathe in hope.

And so have I. Taken in joy. And beauty. And selfishness. And frivolity.
And laughter. We are wonderful. Humans. We find the light.

But I fear the moment passing.
Already distracted from the fire though the smoke is still filling our lungs.

This is going to sound wrong.
But I hope this pain lasts.

I hope that it holds.
I don’t want to heal
just yet.

We have become experts at recovery.
I hope we become expert at Revolution.

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG




2024

W o
JUNE 7-9

PAUL RUSSELL - KYLE
HOBO JOHNSON 42.ovescess

NATHAN JAMES - KARMA KNOWS - JAYO -
SAM LACHOW - SCOTT PEMBERTON o * MIA MORRIS -
COOL COMPANY + HOUSE OF HARM + ANNA THOMPSON -
CALIMOSSA - SOL SEED - KADABRA - ZOF
AUSTIN MILLER - BAG OF HAMMERS - BEDROOM EYES - BLU EGYPTIAN -
BLUMINARI - BOURBON AND BELLOWS * C-ZAR - C-HALL - CALICO BONES -
CAPTAIN SEA LION - CHASE MCCLENDON - COBRAHAWK - APHONIX - COLOSO -
COTTO - DAVID HENRY - DAVID JAMES - DYLAN BELL - EASYDAY - ELLE - ELWOOD -
ERIC HERMAN - EVA - EVERGREEN AFRODUB ORCHESTR T FOX - GENERAL MOJO'S -
GOLDEN PONIES - GROOVYDREW! WE D - THE HIPOCRATS -
RUIDO INSTINTO - ISOLATION BIG BAND - ISABELLA FRANTZ - JANET KRUPIN -
JEFF PETER - JOSIAH DAVIS - JOHN THOMAS - DJ JD - JORDAN POLOVINA -
KAYLIE DAWES - LAUREN WANAMAKER « LO-TEK * LOVIET - LOS CAIPIRINHOS -
LOS NUEVOS COYOTES - MAD RUBY : MID-COLUMBIA MASTERSINGERS - MCTUFF -
MORADOKMAI - NATALIE COLVIN - OBJECT HEAVY - OPERA ON THE VINE - PAYTON DRURY
+ PETEY PUCKETT « PRIESTESS - DJ PROTA-C - THE RAP HIPPY - RAINEZRA * RICE *
DJ RICOCHET - SAMANTHA - SAMURAI DEL - SAMY WATS - SWEET N’ JUICY -
SWINDLER - DJ TECK - TEQUILA ROCK * THIRD SEVEN - THREE RIVERS
SAXTETTE - TORY NORTH + VALLEY BOYZ - YASUKE THE JASHI - 4INECS
(] e

WITH 6 FUSIONS CELEBRATING
OUR COMMUNITY

@ FARMERS FUSION £2 FERMENT FUSION £ FOOD FUSION J7 INDUSTRY FUSION @ LATIN FUSION & STEM FUSION

TICKETS AT TRITOWNGETDOWN.COM
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FLARE
by Stacy Gnall from Heart First Into the Forest

Wait.
Through trees
with bursting limbs
I am running.
A-blend with bark,
a mute blaze.
My eye’s blue stain
on the green
I am running
towards the stream.
Past names scratched,
last summer’s lean-
to, the ravine bridged
by a held breath
I am running
towards the game.
Towards the arm.
The birds cutthroat
in the clearing [ am
running towards
the twist. Running
towards the same as

away. Towards the twist-

arm game by the stream.

My eye’s blue, running.
Under canopy, I’'m nothing.
Feet between deer tracks,
I’m vanishing. A burst,
held breath, and over
anthill say grace.
Wait.
Bright flash,
big brother I am

catching up to you.

TEXTS

JAM!
lyrics by Tracy Wong

Nada (trans. “tone”)
Jom, Ayuh, Mari (each word means roughly “come, let’s go™)
Jom (also translated as “clock”™)

A LITTLE SONG OF LIFE
poem by Lizette Woodworth Reese

Glad that I live am I;
That the sky is blue;
Glad for the country lanes,
And the fall of dew.
After the sun the rain;
After the rain the sun;
This is the way of life,
Till the work be done.
All that we need to do,
Be we low or high,

Is to see that we grow
Nearer the sky.

WE ARE THE STORM
lyrics by Charles Anthony Silvestri

On this horizon there gathers a storm;
Thickening air hangs heavy and warm.

The fields of future lie among us cold and dry
The few among us know not the reason why.
We are lightning; we are thunder;

Generation of wonder!

We are the storm that gathers at last;

We are the future healing the past.

Storm gathers water and fire,

Stirring the earth, lifting it higher,

A storm, its beauty, tempest of light and love,
It’s voice of nature below and above.

Storms will heal what divides,

Let us storm and turn the tides!

The earth cries out, ready for rain

The fields of our future grow green again.
Lightning and thunder!

Yakkookay (Thank You)!

WWW.MCMASTERSINGERS.ORG
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Friday, April 19, 7PM
Saturday, April 20, 2PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Kennewick

Suggested donation of: $10/20/30
K-12 students free
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