
Basement Suite Guide
Adding a basement suite to your home can be an exciting and rewarding project.
However, it requires careful planning and coordination with various professionals. Here's
a comprehensive guide to help you through the process.

1. Secure Financing
● Research different financing options available for basement suite renovations.
● Consult with banks, credit unions, or financial advisors to determine the best

financing solution for your specific needs.
● Consider factors such as interest rates, repayment terms, and eligibility

requirements.
● Once you have secured a commitment and have your budget, move on to the

next step.

2. Meet with a Designer or Engineer
● Schedule a meeting with a professional designer or engineer to discuss your

vision for the basement suite.
● Collaborate with them to create detailed plans that comply with building codes

and regulations.
● Ensure the plans include essential elements such as proper ventilation, lighting,

and safety measures.



3. Get Quotes and Choose a Contractor
● Request quotes from multiple contractors who specialize in basement suite

renovations.
● Evaluate the quotes based on factors like cost, reputation, experience, and

timeline.
● Choose a contractor who meets your requirements and has a proven track

record of delivering quality work.

4. Permits and Drawings
● Decide whether you want the contractor to handle the permit process or if you

prefer to submit the drawings yourself.
● If the contractor handles permits, ensure they have the necessary licenses and

expertise to navigate the permit application process smoothly.
● If you choose to submit the drawings yourself, familiarize yourself with local

building codes and regulations to ensure compliance.

5. Start the Work
● Once the permits are acquired, work can begin on your basement suite.
● Coordinate with the contractor to establish a timeline and ensure clear

communication throughout the construction process.
● Regularly inspect the progress to ensure the work aligns with the agreed-upon

plans and specifications.

6. Hire subtrades
● Collaborate with your contractor or hire an electricians, plumbers etc

independently, depending on your preferences and the contractor's expertise.
● Ensure the subtrades are licensed, experienced, and knowledgeable about local

codes.

7. Check in on the work
● Check in with our contractor occasionally to see how progress is being made and

ensure permits are being pulled etc.



8. Call in Inspections
● Once all the construction and other subtrades work is complete, call in the

necessary inspections as per local regulations.
● Inspectors will review the basement suite to ensure compliance with building

codes, safety standards, electrical and plumbing regulations etc.
● Address any issues or recommendations provided by the inspectors promptly to

ensure the basement suite meets all requirements.

Remember, adding a basement suite to your house requires careful planning,
adherence to regulations, and collaboration with professionals. By following this guide,
you can navigate the process smoothly and create a functional and safe living space in
your basement.

Wondering if a basement suite is right for you? Check out our blog post:
https://barriebasementsuites.com/blog/f/from-unused-space-to-profitable-investment---b
asement-suites

Looking for a Contractor for your basement suite?

Contact Barrie Basement Suites. We’ve been in the business for more than a decade
and have worked on everything from microsuites to luxurious multibedroom custom
suites. We have an amazing team of subtrades and a great reputation, so you can rest
assured the job will get done to your satisfaction.

Chris Legault
W: BarrieBasementSuites.com
E: info@barriebasementsuites.com
P: (705)-795-3755

“Craftsmanship at its finest. Top notch service and expertise. I would recommend Chris
Legault and his team of professionals to anyone."

- Wayne Falco, Barrie ON
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