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Holy Week

As Fr. Tim Renz noted in an email to parishioners on April 4, “This might be 
the most penitential Lent we’ve ever experienced; let’s finish strong as we 
walk the way to the Cross with our Lord this very holy week.” Even during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the church continues to be open for private prayer 
Sundays from 8-11 a.m.; Mondays from 8 a.m. to noon; Tuesday through 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Good Friday from noon to 7 p.m. (8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. all other Fridays); and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. To receive other 
messages from Fr. Tim through Flocknote – the parish’s new email and text 
message system – text the word “fathertim” to 84576.

By Grand Knight Rob Thomas
Fort Atkinson Council 3396 

We were about to kick our Lenten 
activities into high gear, when the 
COVID-19 virus put a stop to every-
thing. When it was announced that 
Jefferson County was bracketed with 
COVID-19 victims in adjacent counties, 
I made the decision to shut down and 
cancel all future events until further 
notice. Notices from Supreme, our 
bishop, and the Wisconsin governor to 
cancel those events came within hours 
and days. Some of us are still working 
at critical jobs. Others are isolated at 

home. The isolation rules have creat-
ed a dilemma: how do we help in this 
time of need, when we cannot gather 
together?  There ARE ways…

Supreme is officially overriding 
all directives that might inhibit 
online meetings or voting. Council 
assessments in July are suspended/
waived. Intent of the Law is to take 
priority over the Letter as far as 
Supreme is concerned during this 
emergency. Extraordinary measures 
now authorized by Supreme. This 
gives our council the freedom to 

Grand Knight’s Report

Calendar of Events
April 8 – Online Business Meeting, 

7:45 p.m.
April 9 – Second Harvest, 12 p.m.
May 1-3 – State Convention
May 1-3 – Tootsie Roll Drive
May 13 – Business Meeting, 7:45 

p.m. (online or in-person TBD)
May 14 – Second Harvest, 12 p.m.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
Gov. Tony Evers’ “Safer At Home” or-
der, Knights of Columbus Council 3396 
will meet online and by phone un-
til further notice following our regu-
lar meeting schedule. The next meeting 
will be at 7:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 8 using GoToMeeting.

GoToMeeting is an online platform 
that will allow members of our Coun-
cil to meet on their computer, tablet, 
smartphone or by simply calling on any 
phone.

To join the meeting online: visit  
bit.ly/kc3396aprilmeeting (or scan the 
QR code).

You can also 
dial in using your 
phone. Call 1-786-
535-3211. When 
prompted, enter 
Access Code 743-
050-317.

It is recommended that you try to ac-
cess the meeting link prior to the meet-
ing time to make sure your computer, 
smartphone or tablet is compatible. 
Otherwise, please join us by phone. If 
you have any difficulties, please contact 
James Debilzen at 608-332-5845 or 
jamesdebilzen@gmail.com for help.

Meetings 
move online
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News Briefs
Donations Needed for 40 Cans for 
Lent Food Drive

Even though public Masses are 
currently canceled, our 40 Cans for 
Lent collection is ongoing. Brother 
Bill Roberts reports the collection 
is way behind last year and has asked 
that financial donations be mailed to 
him instead at 1513 Stacy Lane, Fort 
Atkinson, WI 53538. Checks should 
be written out to Knights of Columbus 
Council 3396, and please include “40 
Cans for Lent” in the memo line.

Raffle Tickets Due by April 15
Brother Bob Aulik has learned that 

the Knights of Columbus State Raffle 
drawing will be held on May 2 as orig-
inally planned. Delaying this date gets 
quite complicated due to state gaming 
regulations. So, if you still have plans 
to turn in any tickets, please get them 
in the mail no later than April 15. Use 
the original return envelopes that were 
mailed to you, or you can send them 
directly to Bob at 769 Burr Oak Trail, 
Whitewater, WI 53190. Thanks every-
one for their support.

Tootsie Roll Time in May
Deputy Grand Knight Patrick 

Young reports May 8-10 is Tootsie 
Roll Time. We have Pick ‘n Save, Festi-
val Foods and Fort Community Credit 
Union for locations. Please sign up for 
volunteer slots by calling Pat at 920-
563-8317 or email debrickco@yahoo.
com.

Birthdays
Name April
Howard Straub ...................................3
Phil Friend............................................8
Laverne Taylor ...................................11
James Debilzen ............................... 18
Wesley Gordon ................................. 21
Brian Kammer ..................................23
Dennis Bries......................................28
Jeff Boos ........................................... 30

Anniversaries
Name Years of Service
John L Baskerville ...........................48
Donald E Gross ................................48
John E Kammer Jr ...........................45
Michael D Schindler .......................45
James A Schmitt .............................45
Dr Donald E Bates ...........................44
Wayne E Crook .................................44
Donald A Schwarzenbart .............44
Dr Joseph  Guros ............................ 37
Edward E Wolf III..............................35
Rodney P Smith ............................... 32
Laverne W Taylor ..............................12
Cesar A Garcia ................................... 3
Patrick S Young .................................. 3
Joseph E Hess .....................................1
Chris L Nevermann............................1

Agenda for 4/8
Subject to change
1. Practice vote
2. Every knight gets a buddy
3. Second Harvest
4. Blood Donations
5. Reaching out to the Parish and 

Other Ideas
6. Tootsie Roll Drive

move forward, coordinate, and act.

Leave No Neighbor Behind
They have also put forward a new 

international initiative: Leave No 
Neighbor Behind. Its pillars (in priority 
order):

1. Support your Brother Knights
2. Support your Parish
3. Support your Community
4. Feed the Hungary
5. Participate in Blood Drives
Toward this end, I have started call-

ing every knight in our council. I was 
originally going to call a third of the 
list every week in rotation. In the April 
2 webinar, they requested the council 
call every member within the following 
48 hours. I have therefore accelerated 
that process. Several phone numbers 
we have are no longer working. Below 
is a list of names I have been unable to 
contact as of this writing:

• James Fitzpatrick
• James P. Fuller
• Loren Goshaw
• Joseph Guros
If you have information about them, 

please send me an email (klavdivs@
klavdivs.com or KofC3396@gmail.
com) with their active phone number 
and email, if possible. Bob Aulik is 
calling the widows.

Online Meetings
James Debilzen has agreed to 

work on an online forum that will 
allow us to meet and vote. Details with 
the link are included on the front page 
of the newsletter. We WILL meet on-

line Wednesday, April 8, 2020 at 7:45 
p.m., as usual. Realize, this will be a 
first attempt for us as a council to meet 
in this manner. Expect complications. 

We Can Still Help
There are things we can do, while 

still practicing safe distancing and 
standard precautions. The Food Bank 
and Second Harvest need help deliv-
ering food.  St Collettas is looking for 
PPE gear (nitrile/latex gloves, masks, 
etc).  The local blood bank is danger-
ously low with appointments required 
to donate. Several councils are making 
the point of calling everyone in their 
parish on a regular basis and providing 
support in the form of everything from 
just being a caring ear to toilet paper 
and food. I have been given lots of 
suggestions by Supreme and State, but 
YOU are likely to have the best ideas 
for our community. Please attend the 
online meeting April 8, if you can.

Officer Elections
Of course, time moves forward, 

regardless. Officer elections are coming 
soon. I am rapidly coming up on the 
end of my second term, when it is 
traditional for a Grand Knight to move 
on. Other officers are coming to their 
natural term limit. We need new men 
to step up into these roles. Some posi-
tions require more effort than others. 
Please consider.

Tootsie Roll Drive
On another note, the Tootsie Rolls 

are in! How do we have the Tootsie 
Roll Drive in the current environment? 
More at the meeting…
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