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This summer our community is celebrating 100 ye&zapermaking in Interna-
tional Falls. That endeavor was begun by Edwardiligéon Backus in 1910 un-
der the name of the Minnesota & Ontario Paper Coypad continues today
under the corporate name of Boise Paper. E.W.Baalas a risk-taker, an entre-
preneur, a visionary, and referred to Internatidrals as a "city of destiny.” In
many ways the original group of citizens who orgadiand formed “Citizens for
Backus/AB” to save the AB and Backus buildings frdestruction, exemplified
those same characteristics. Today, thanks to ¥isan, risk-taking and hard
work, the Backus Community Center is a vital padar community’s cultural
and economic life.

At the annual meeting of the Koochiching Countytbli€al Society recently, |
asked Mr. Bill Beck, author dfhe Mill At The Fallswhy more place hames in
Minnesota did not bear the name of “Backus.” (@iet®f our own local building
and Backus, Minnesota — | can think of no otheMr) Beck’s reply was that had
E.W. Backus not died shortly after losing his compand when he was bankrupt,
more attention would have been paid to him. He peakaps viewed as a “loser”
and not remembered for the success he had achaenktthe impact of his accom-
plishments.
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Apparently Backus, as well as his son Seymour, wetethought of in Interna-
tional Falls at the time. E. W. died of a he#tdek at the Vanderbilt Hotel in
New York on October 30, 1934 and his only remairsog died of a heart attack
%.)* $ in Florida on June 30, 1936. The school board el@siame the new junior high
) Gl school being constructed in 1936-37 in honor of EBACkus in spite of the fact
yrrotl that his holdings had passed into receivershi@Bilwith a personal loss to
Backus estimated at $50 million.

Thinking back to the “turn of the century” — theays of 2000 to 2002 — we may
forget that the fate of the AB and Backus buildihgsg in the balance. The
school district was abandoning the buildings. Camity members and local gov-
ernment were divided over demolition versus reafddée complex. What a
shame it would have been to demolish and consignaadfill these two historic
buildings named in honor of two such important rivethe history of International
Falls: the first settler — Alexander Baker and\fsonary, Backus, who harnessed
the power of Koochiching Falls and built an indystunded on forest products
that survives and flourishes to this day.

T | 2 - 7_3_: 7
T 1 m .‘Lé | ‘ E. W. Backus might well be proud of what's
= — - \ ™ happening to the building named in his honor.
; g"ﬂ‘;‘ =Y | With growing support from community mem-

— - — P == Dbers, local business, alumni, foundations and
= - users, the Backus Community Center is a
thriving place today.
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These massively constructed buildings have beelweeth the almost $1.5
million in improvements that have been made inpast few years:

Extension of fire sprinkler system in Backus

Auditorium re-roof

Art Room re-roof

Complete re-roof of both AB & Backus

Installation of fully-licensed kitchen & dining raoremodel
Construction of 4,000 sq. ft. of office space orlgss third floor
Installation of four-stop elevator

Installation of security camera system

In February the new kitchen opened in Backus agamserving noon lunch to St. Thomas
School children. Free dinner tickets were offae&alls Food Shelf clients. As anticipated
the kitchen has made Backus more attractive tarfgpstents with meals. A geology confel
ence, moose symposium and Kootasca Annual Meetang held at Backus. The Rotary ClI
City, Boise, bridge club and other groups haveraltle use of Backus meeting space and r
service. A Summer Food Service Program with freakfast and lunch for children ages 1-
is being offered from June 7 to August 31. Thegpam is sponsored by the MN Departmer
of Education and the U.S. Department of Agriculture

In April the third floor of Backus was opened faeufor the first time in over 20 years. Loci
contractors including Up North Builders, Kantor &lec, Shannon’s, Pelland-Swenson and
Ewald Enterprises completed a remodel projectphatided over 6,000 square feet of new
office space for Rational Alternatives and Nortll&ounseling. Koochiching County pro-

vided tax-exempt bonding authority that allowed @itr5700,000 in funding through Border
State Bank, Bremer Bank, TruStar Federal CredibblnKoochco and the Northland Founda-
tion for the project. With the completion of tHewator, all floors became completely accessible.

In spite of these “big ticket” improvements to thalding, perhaps the most exciting thing that besn
added to Backus this summer is the “Backus KiddClWver 45 children in grades K-6 are registemd
this summer-long activity program that runs frol8B0am to 6pm daily. Each day these children interac
with an enthusiastic and capable staff of licerisadhers and teacher aides. Their footsteps edhe i
halls and stairs as they enjoy art, academics, gamereation, field trips and swimming at the highool
pool. Many people have commented on how greattd have so many children using the building again

Two years from now, in 2012, the AB Building wilbte its 108 year of existence and the Backus Building
will celebrate 75 years of service to the communifpis summer plans are being developed for thesee
of AB. With continued support, we believe the Bagt\B complex
will serve the International Falls community welto the next century.
Even E. W. Backus might take some pride in the taat his name
goes on in such a vital place as the “Backus Conitjn@enter!”

Ward Merrill, Executive Director




Y9

# , *
S 4t
% $ - ,
3 *
! # ) * *
$ % & * 4
2 (- %
' () & 3 % 4 ' *
* o4t ¥ # , -1 # 4
* * ) #
# (- ) # ) ) #
% * " # ) # #
) * - ) 4 (
% " * )4 23 -
) ( ) $ 3
) $ 3
’ % # 6 3
. ) $5 - %
X $ ( !'-%
+./01 * %

0 - 4 A %A 4 % G
7 . A # % - 4 %? 4" 3
# ,BDB%= G? = % %0 GH O %= G
4 A %/ A % - 0 ? %< - %
v O " = 7 GH -
%4 G4 - & 0 < .
GA # %? 0
0 " %4 G/ 1 %4 G
( % -
0 -
4 1) 16@ 2 * '
|
z'GO ! 0 _ 7 )
9' - ) -~ s ) *0n 7 % 71
i A J+ 0 %7 7 # %#
G # < ‘) 1 < + C. %?*0 .|.-| % H ?02
Purchase a seat in - G# < ) o< g) G O /;)A]- Gj# 2A)I %
honor /memory of H G- 2 % # C. %
someone by calling 4 GO "GA - & %< - % 9
the office (285-7225) = = 2 L # L %4
or Wanda Linder /I H G" 6
- (875-2195) H H
e 1 4 $%
G4 O
= G? » ) "9 * 0 - . K2 %
# _ ) ? A * ! . % ! = % !
< - 4 3%! I % # ? %
6 % C # 0 %= = %= . %
? 6 ) 4 0 * H 3. % 4 % 4
% 2 % H %- 3%"
GA - & %- - %- %-

1 % % C % -
# F %1 !

%1 .&).$0%2



#$$ !
)*+*

Karen Aklestad

Barb Albert

Allan & Beth Anderson
Bob & Carol Anderson
Ellsworth & Mary Lou
Anderson

Ruth Anderson

Janet Arai

Dale & Kay Arnold
Dave & Jill Austin
Millie Ballan

Patti Ballan

Donna Mae Barg

Joan Barkovic

Jane & Tom Barthell
James & Louise Bart-
kowski

Elaine & Larry Beach
Carol & Lynn Belanger
Bill & Cheryl Berg
Marilyn Berlin

Joanne & Leslie
Bjorkquist

Boise Paper Holdings,
LLC

Ervin & Muriel Boyum
Karen & Norman Boyum
Allan & Susie Braaten
Darell Bradley

Jerome & Lois Brekke
Michael & Patricia Bren-
nard

Corrine Brindos
Marcia Bringedahl
Martha Buchholz

Alan Burchell

M. Burchell

Mike Busch

Don C. & Dorothy J.
Carey

Clifford Carlson
Clinton J. Carlson
Janice & John Carlson
Lorraine Carlson
Mabel Carlson

Sharon Carlson
Lucille Cayou

Reed Christensen
Floyd & Jackie
Christianson

Carol & Wallace Clement
Coca-Cola Bottling Com-
pany, Inc.

Tony Cole

Myrtle Constantine
Bob & Leanne Crompton
Samantha Crossley
George M. Crow, MD
Audrey Dahl

Jessie Dahl

Eva M. Dana

Carolyn & Gary Davison
Marguerite Davison
Aldo & Shirley DeMarchi
Donald Dickson

Rhoda Dickson

Jim & JoaAnn Dornhecker
Trudy Dunn

Christy & Steve Earley
Ethel Einarson

Bonnie & David Erickson
Charlene Erickson
Donna R. Erickson
Gordon & Pat Ettestad
Joan Evanoff

Ewald Enterprises

John & Lynda Faith
Dennis & Sharon Frank
Donna Frederickson
Beatrice Fry (deceased)
August & Susan Ganzenmuller
Roger Geddes

Marjorie Gerlach

Leah & Wally Gilbert
Jackie & Tom Glowack
Pauline Grandaw

Mary Graves

Barbara Gray

Bunny Green

Georgia Growette

Mary Jane & Rodney Haanen
James Hamalainen
Patricia Hamalainen
Signe Hardwig

Clara & Tom Hardy
Myron Hawrylak

Tim & Joan Heinle
Greta & Peter Hemstad
Agnes Henrickson

Tom & Victoria Hepperlen
Marlan & Ronald Herivel
Randal & Robin Hilfer
Bob & Mary Hilke
Donna Hodel

Randy Hodel

Trish Hogan

Jay Hokenson

Phyllis & Thomas Holm
Edith Holmstrom

Jean Houska

Barbara Howland
Evelyn Hultman

Int'l Dental Arts, Inc.
Cynthia & Mike Jaksa
Dennis & Pam Jenson
Arnold & Arlys Johnson
Byrne & Carole Johnson
Nancy Johnson

&

Dennis & May Ann Kalar
Phyllis Karsnia

Mary Ann & Wayne Kasich
Gene & Patricia Kjellgren
Rose & Virgil Kluge
Florence Knutson
Shirley K. Kocinski

Lil (Lillian) Koranda
Norma Krats

Barbara & Marvin Kruskopf
Marit Lee Kucera

Phyllis Kuluvar

Bill & Terry Lahmayer
Albert & E. Jean Larson
Marilyn Larson

Jessie & Ron Laurion
Arvid & Barbara Leinum
Charles W. Leistico
Juanita Leolich

Jim & Sherrie Lessard
Jane Levene

Coleen & Gary Lucachick
Jim & Lori Lyman

Glen & Melissa Marcotte
William H. McPherson
Allan & Myrna Meadows
LeeAnn Meer

NelMarie Melville

Linda & Ward Merrill
Howard & Virginia Milette
Clarice Miller

Leila Naucler

Denise & Paul Nevanen
John & Yvonne Nevanen
Pat Norby

Stuart & Sue Nordquist
Anne Nordstrom

Judith & Soren Olesen
Darlene Olsen

Stephen & Victoria Olson
Dave Parmeter

Onida Paulbeck

Carol Pavleck

Richard & Ruth Pavleck
Marvin & Mary Lou Pearson
Ron & Wanda Pelland
Marilyn Pelowski

Ralph Peterson

Gene & Judy Pierce
Doris Pullar

John & Rose Rasmussen
Joyce Rasmussen

Jean & Richard Reichow
Bernice Reynolds

Rita (Savard) Rindfleisch
Gail & Jim Rognerud
Gordon L. Routier
Darrell & Kathy Ruelle
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Charlotte Saari

Darlyss Samuelson

Edie Sandstrom

Gary & Pam Saunders
Karen Shickell

Edith Schlieff (deceased)
Janet & Roman Schultheis
Janet & Joseph Schulz
Diane Semmler

Bette & Orin Simon
Frank Simon

Kurt Skallman

Charles Skrief

Jennie Skrien

Helen & William Smerika
B.E. June Smith

Neill A. Smith

Hoa & Kurt Sobczynski
Frank & Renee Soboleski
Helen C. Sparby

Cheryl A. Stemm

lvan & Marcia Stewart
Darlene Stoiber

Laura Stoiber

Adele Stone

Floyd & Geraldine Streiff
Lillie Strong

Florence Strukel

Dick & Karen Sundberg
Bonita Swenson

Arden Thompson

Ted Thompson

Marilyn & Rick Toninato
Gary & Kathy Tornes
Terri Trickel

Marcia & Paul Turenne
Clarice Turry

Thomas Turry

Lorne & Marlys Tveit
Ray Usiak

Grace Verrill

Carol & Dennis Vohler
Donna Walls

Elizabeth & Michael Ward
Malcolm Watson

Susan Weir

Jim & Kathy West

Helen Weum

Randi & Tom Wherley
Dixie & Thomas Worth
James Yount

Betty & Jack Zeipen
Genevieve Ziemba

BACKUS

Community Corden
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