MAS KC Newsletter

Connnecting Community Through Art

iQUEMAS? PODCAST UPDATE

Our ;Qué Mas? podcast continues to
grow, and we are incredibly grateful
£ i 8 g for the conversations unfolding
: t A‘_' » within this platform. In Episode 5, we

his | " Yo had the honor of welcoming Pyet
DeSpain—award-winning chef,
author, and cultural storyteller. Pyet
is the winner of Next Level Chef, the
author of Rooted in Fire, and the Host
and Executive Producer of Spirit
Plate on PBS.

Her episode was a powerful
conversation rooted in creativity,
culture, resilience, and what it truly
means to honor one’s identity
through food and storytelling. We are
deeply honored that she shared her
time, wisdom, and journey with our
community.

Each episode of ;Qué Mas? follows
our signature format: two practical
tips for creative entrepreneurs and a
story time, offering real-life
experiences, lessons learned, and

honest insight for artists and
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creatives at every stage of their journey.
If you haven't tuned in yet, now is the perfect time to listen, learn, and
be inspired.

(Add the tips and story time info, included the picture of the cook book

and that the episode was sponsored by Helianthus Books).

In Episode 4, we had the distinct honor of hosting Angela Cervantes, an
award-winning author whose work has shaped and inspired young
readers across the country. Angela is the author of several beloved
children’s and middle-grade novels, including Lety Out Loud, which

received a Pura Belpré Honor Award. Her most recent novel, Anomalies

53: Into the Shadows, continues her tradition of centering curiosity,

courage, and representation.

Her extensive body of work also includes The Cursed Moon, winner of
the Sunshine State Young Readers Award; Maritza: Lead With Your
Heart, an American Girl novel; Gaby, Lost and Found; Allie, First at Last;
and the Frida Kahlo-inspired mystery Me, Frida and the Secret of the
Peacock Ring. In addition to her original stories, Angela adapted Coco:
The Junior Novelization and Encanto: The Junior Novelization,
accompanying the award-winning Disney/Pixar films.

Angela began writing stories featuring Latina main characters at just
nine years old, driven by a desire to see her friends and community
reflected in books. Most notably, she is the writer behind American
Girl's 2026 Doll of the Year, Raquel Reyes, whose story is based in
Kansas City—making her connection to our community especially
meaningful. It was truly an honor to have her join us and share her
journey, insight, and wisdom.

We are grateful for every guest who helps make ;Qué Mas? a platform
for authentic stories, practical guidance, and creative empowerment.
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AN IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM
MONARCAART SPACE
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As we move into the winter
season, we want to share an
important and heartfelt update
with our community.

Monarca Art Space will be taking
a winter break throughout the
month of January. This pause is
intentional—an opportunity for
rest, reflection, and alignment as
we prepare for what comes next.
In that same spirit of transition, we
will be closing our West Bottoms
location. This space has held so
much meaning for us. The West
Bottoms welcomed Monarca Art
Space during a formative chapter
—when we were learning,
building, and trusting ourselves to
dream bigger. Within these walls,
artists exhibited their work for the
first time, vendors stepped into
entrepreneurship, students found
confidence through creativity, and
our community gathered month
after month to connect through
art, music, and shared experience.
We are deeply grateful for the
opportunity to have been part of
the West Bottoms in Kansas City,
Missouri. This neighborhood
supported our growth in ways-
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-that will always remain part of our foundation. Because of this
community, Monarca Art Space did not just grow—it evolved.

As we look ahead, we want to share that Monarca Art Space
will be re-locating in the summertime. While we are not yet
sharing details, this next chapter reflects intention, growth, and
belief in our mission. Monarca Art Space has never been a
finished product—we are still becoming. Becoming more
rooted. More sustainable. More expansive in how we serve
artists, students, vendors, and our community.

During this transition, supporting our youth remains a priority.
We will be actively looking for a temporary location to continue
our students’ art classes, ensuring that learning, creativity, and
access remain uninterrupted. Our commitment to our students
does not pause—even as our physical space shifts.

We have always written about the future of Monarca Art Space
as something unfolding—not rushed, not forced, but built with
care. This moment is part of that vision. With each transition,
we continue to shape a space that honors creativity,
community, and accessibility. A space where art remains a
universal language and where people feel seen, welcomed,
and inspired.

None of this would be possible without you. Your support,
trust, and presence remind us that Monarca Art Space is more
than a building—it is a living, growing community. With that
support beside us, we know our next step will be even better.
Thank you for walking with us through every chapter. We look

forward to sharing more soon.
STAYING CONNECTED & CONTINUING
TO HIGHLIGHT OUR COMMUNITY

While we prepare for our next physical location, Monarca Art Space
remains deeply committed to uplifting artists and creatives in our
community. Even during this transitional period, our work does not pause.
We will continue to highlight artists, makers, and creatives through our
social media platforms, sharing their stories, work, and journeys as a way
to stay-
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-connected and visible. Spotlighting our community has
always been at the heart of Monarca Art Space, and that
commitment continues—regardless of where our walls
are.

Our ;Qué Mas? podcast will also remain an active space
for connection, conversation, and creative support.
Through interviews, practical tips, and story time, the
podcast allows us to stay in touch, share resources, and
amplify voices within our community while we build toward
what's next.

Monarca Art Space has always been more than a location.
It is a network of artists, students, collaborators, and
supporters who believe in art as a tool for connection and
growth. As we continue becoming, we invite you to stay
engaged with us onling, listen in, and grow alongside us
during this next chapter.

Thank you for being part of our community—wherever we

Cass Valiente




