
 

 
The NHTSA / IACP Nationally Recognized 

DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT SCHOOL 
 
 

The Washoe County Sheriff’s Office, in cooperation with the Nevada Department of Public Safety, Office of 
Traffic Safety, are pleased to announce this school. 

 

To:    All Nevada law enforcement agencies, with emphasis on officers whose function 
involve removing impaired drivers from Nevada roadways or otherwise encounter 
DRIVERS who may be impaired by drug and/or alcohol influence. 

 
Class Summary:  This 80-hour class is the national program by NHTSA & IACP, and the only DRE 

program recognized by the Nevada Commission on POST and the Office of Traffic 
Safety.  This course is very intensive.  Students must pass the classroom portion all 
testing and field certification portion prior to being certified as a Drug Recognition Expert. 
Students not passing all facets will not be certified.  The certification phase involves 
performing drug evaluations on persons while being supervised by a certified DRE 
Instructor.  The certification phase must be completed within six months of completing 
the classroom portion of the training. 
 

Date & Times:  Classroom:  July 11th through July 20th (0700-1700 hours), at the Regional Public Safety 
Training Center (RPSTC) 5190 Spectrum Blvd., Reno, NV 89512. 

 
   Field Certification:  July 21st & 22nd (1800-0400) and July 23rd (1600-0200) at the 

Washoe County Detention Center.  
 
Certification Phase:   Field certification will begin July 21st, immediately following conclusion of the classroom 

portion.  Agencies should anticipate students accruing overtime to complete the 
certification process.  Every attempt will be made to complete certification of the students 
during this time; however, additional time may be needed. 

 
 

Classroom Material:   The student manual will be provided to each student on a thumb drive at no cost. 
Students should come to class prepared with a laptop or similar device suitable 
of using a thumb drive.  Pre-printed manuals are not available.  

   
Classroom:  Regional Public Safety Training Center, 5190 Spectrum Blvd., Reno, NV 89512 
  
Cost:    No cost for training.   
 
Pre-Requisite: Students must have successfully completed and be proficient in the NHTSA SFST 

(Standardized Field Sobriety Testing). It is recommended that Students have attended 
ARIDE.  Agencies should only send officers to this school who are highly motivated in 
DUI enforcement.  Students who have not met the pre-requisite will be dismissed. 

 
Meals/Lodging:  All participants (and/or their agency) are responsible for travel, meals, lodging, and 

overtime expenses.  
 
 
 



 
 
Registration:   Pre-registration is required. Please complete the course registration form on the last 

page.  For information on registration contact Todd Hartline, thartline@dps.state.nv.us, 
775-450-2122 (cell), 775-684-7483 (office). Classes are filled on a first come, first-
served basis and space is limited. Persons not registered will be excused from 
class.  For additional information or questions concerning attendance eligibility, please 
contact Course Manager Ami Irby at AIrby@washoecounty.gov. 

 

• Please read and understand the DRE Program Agreement on the next page.  The DRE State 
Coordinator will have you sign the form on the first day of the class. 
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DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 
 
The Nevada Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Program follows guidelines established by the International 

Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP). The program adheres to strict guidelines in identifying the drug-impaired 

driver. Drug Recognition Experts are frequently called upon to differentiate between drug influence and medical 

conditions. DREs frequently investigate whether impairment is a factor in serious injury and fatal collision 

investigations and often provide detailed expert court testimony. 
 

DRE training is extremely demanding. Certified DRE officers often work in close contact with suspects who are 

drug addicts or have other ailments during the evaluation process as well as during the collection of urine and/or 

blood samples. Attendees must complete all phases of training successfully to achieve certification. The IACP is the 

regulating and credentialing organization for the DRE program. The Nevada Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), Drug 

Evaluation & Classification Program (DECP) Coordinator is the certifying official for the Nevada DRE Program. 

 

 The applicant must meet the following criteria prior to requesting DRE training:  

 

•Must have a minimum of two years in law enforcement unless waived by State DRE Coordinator. 
•Must be certified in the administration of HGN/SFST  

•Must have a reasonable background and experience level in making DUI arrests. 

 

It is recommended that DRE School Candidates have completed and passed Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 

Enforcement (ARIDE) training. 

 

The mission of the Nevada Office of Traffic Safety is to eliminate injuries and deaths on Nevada’s roadways so that 

everyone arrives home safely. In the furtherance of the mission, OTS administers and supports the DRE program. It 

is critical that the Nevada DRE program adheres to national standards. 
 

The Nevada Office of Traffic Safety will issue all DRE equipment to successful candidates. The issued equipment 

remains the property of the Office of Traffic Safety until such time that the DRE completes four years as a certified 

Nevada DRE.  

 

Upon successful completion of the DRE school the Nevada DRE agrees to the following: 

 

• Should the certified Nevada DRE fail to recertify after two years or be removed from the program for any 

reason the issued DRE equipment will be returned to the Office of Traffic Safety in working order. 

 

• The certified Nevada DRE agrees to enter all DRE evaluations into the DRE national database. 

 

• The certified Nevada DRE agrees to conduct DRE evaluations as outlined in the national standards and as 

instructed during the DRE school. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________            _____________________________________________ 

DRE Candidate                                   Date              Nevada DRE State Coordinator                 Date 

 
 



 

 
Course Registration Form: 

 
DRE INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL (NHTSA / IACP NATIONAL PROGRAM) 

 
Date:  July 11th – July 23rd , 2022  

Location:  Regional Public Safety Training Center, 5190 Spectrum Blvd., Reno, NV 89512 

Tuition: NO COST   Attendees are responsible for travel & per diem expenses, but OTS is taking requests for a 
limited number of partial scholarships. 
 
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully completed and be proficient in the NHTSA SFST (Standardized 

Field Sobriety Testing). It is recommended that Students have attended the ARIDE 
class.  Agencies should only send officers to this school who are highly motivated in DUI 
enforcement.  Students who have not met the pre-requisite will be dismissed. 

 
Classroom space is limited; therefore, students must be dedicated to the program and highly motivated in DUI 
enforcement to remove impaired drivers from Nevada roadways. Pre-registration is required.  
 
Registration forms must be received no later than Friday July 8th, 2022. 
 

 

Please enroll the following officer in the course listed above. 
 

Name:  Cell phone:  

Job Title:  Work phone:  

Email:  Date Prerequisite Met:  

Agency:  
Number of years in DUI 

enforcement: 
 

Agency 
Address: 

 

Type Name &  
Title of Agency 

Authority: 

  
  Agency 

Authority Email: 
 

Signature of 
Agency 

Authority 

 

Date:  

 

 

For information or to register return this form to: Todd Hartline, thartline@dps.state.nv.us, Office of Traffic 

Safety, 107 Jacobsen Way, Carson City, NV 89711 or call 775.684.7483  For additional information or 

class questions contact Course Manager, Ami Irby at AIrby@washoecounty.gov.  If a student needs to 

cancel attendance in this training, please notify Law Enforcement Liaison Todd Hartline as soon as 

possible so all spaces can be filled. 
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