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I wish every SBA church could have been repre-
sented at the January Semi-Annual Meeting.  The 
Breckenridge Village staff and residents were so 
very welcoming, and their new facility, The Mehling 
Center, was an excellent venue.  Hopefully, many of 
our churches will take advantage of this facility for 
events to enhance each ministry’s mission.  I wish 
to express my sincere thanks to all who made the 
evening so meaningful.  The meal, fellowship, music, 
and annual sermon were precisely what the doctor 
ordered!  I also wish to express my most profound 
appreciation to Sherman Mayfield and Tim Brown 
for their faithfulness in serving on the Administrative 
Team during these past three years.  You guys will 
be missed!  Please join me as we welcome Warren 
Ethridge, Carlos Delgado, and David Doyle, new 
members of the Administrative Team, and Mickey 
Matlock, SBA Moderator, and Jarrin Peoples, Vice 
Moderator, as new members of your SBA Leadership 

Team for the coming year.  These gentlemen, along with the current members of the 
Administrative Team, will bring a unified and sincere desire to see the Association fulfill 
its mission.

I also want to again thank Dr. Danny Pickens for his faithfulness in leading the SBA for 
the past twenty-five years, and I am humbled to follow in his footsteps.  The Smith Bap-
tist Association has consistently been recognized as a strong and influential Association 
in the state, and through your prayers and support, we will continue to strive to maintain 
that legacy.  Our theme for the January Annual Meeting was, Light Changes the World, 
and that should be the theme of every SBA church to share the “light” of our Lord so that 
our “world” will be influenced for His Kingdom!

As we begin this new year, let us work together to be the best we can be for Him, do the 
best we can for Him, and allow Him to do His best through us so that many will enjoy the 
best life He intends for us to live.

I am so honored to be your Director of Missions and want to thank you for the privilege to 
serve you in this capacity.  I pledge to give my best in achieving all that the Lord wishes 
for the SBA to accomplish as we work together for His Kingdom’s sake!  Please feel free 
to call us if we can be of any service to you or your church.

Blessings,

Brother David 

Happy Birthday
February 2  

Stephen Nipp
Antioch Baptist Church

Tyler

Happy Anniversary
February 1, 2006

James Cheatham
Carmel Baptist Church, Lindale

February 14, 2001
Jose Sanchez

Iglesia Bautista de Fe, 
Tyler
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GIRLS IN ACTIONGIRLS IN ACTION
BRANDY MEADOWSBRANDY MEADOWS
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   Smith Baptist Association Scholarship Opportunities
East Texas Communities Foundation is offering scholarships for the 2026-27 academic year and will begin accepting 
submissions on January 1, 2026. Deadline for all applications will be March 1, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

ETCF will offer their matching feature on the scholarship application website.  This is the best place for students to start the 
process.  The matching questionnaire, a list of all 2026 ETCF scholarships and detailed eligibility requirements are located on 

ETCF website at http://etcf.org/scholarships/available-scholarships/

• Smith County Baptist Ministers Scholarship
 • GPA of at least 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her high school or college studies (prior recipients may re-apply)

 •  Dependent children of ordained Baptist ministers serving congregations in Smith County, Texas, that are members of the Baptist General Convention of Texas
 

•  Attend an accredited college or university as a full-time student
	

 • Sammy Joe and Martha Jean Calhoun Family Scholarship for Ministerial Studies
•  Major in a field related to ministerial studies that would prepare them for a career in the ministry (including, but not limited to, areas such as pastoral ministry, 

youth ministry, Christian ministry, religious studies, missionary studies, etc.)
•  GPA of at least 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her high school studies

•  Preference for a member in good standing of the Smith Baptist Association
•  Attend an accredited college or university in the state of Texas as a full-time student

R.J. Osborne
Associate Director

UT Tyler BSM

Drew Lewis
Director

TJC BSM

Saturday, April 11, 2026
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church Whitehouse

Registration

Drew and Whitney Lewis to come Tyler after 
serving in Kenya with the VIA Ministry.  Join us 
in welcoming them to Tyler.

                   $175 per
         course 
   (includes BGCT
      scholarship) 
    or $50 course
        audit fee 

  •• Interpretation of the Bible for 
     Preaching and Teaching 

     (MIN 1121.01)

  • Introduction to Missions
     (MIN 1126.01)

Green Acres 
Baptist Church

1607 Troup Hwy.
Tyler, TX 75701

Dr. Danny Pickens

Certificate in Ministry Course Schedule

Learn more at ETBU.edu/cim /903.923.2180/ christianstudies@ETBU.edu

Spring Courses Location CoordinatorCost

Adults 55+ Car Show
Sat, Apr 18, 2026 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
FBC Adults 55+ invites your family to our 2026 

annual Car Show! Bring your pop-ups, lawn 
chairs, and a good pair of walking shoes, and 

enjoy over 100 of East Texas’s best show rides.
Registration: 8AM-10AM

• Free (Donations benefit Flint Missions)
• Plenty of Trailer Parking

• Pre-Registration is Optional
• Vendor Setup: 8AM-10AM

• Vendors must pre-register by April 11th 
to secure a spot

Contact Information:
Email: events@flintbc.net

Call: 903-894-7649

Sunday
March 1, 2026
5:00-6:15 p.m.

Pine Springs Baptist 
Church

2155 CR 334, Tyler, TX 75708
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