
Merry Christmas to All our church Staff, Friends, 
and Families!

As we wind down 2022 and look forward to 
2023, I urge you to take a moment and reflect on 
God’s blessings this year. Regardless of all that 
has taken place in this world and the struggles 
we have all had, God’s blessings are evident in 
our lives.

Of course, the greatest blessing is the one we 
celebrate this month, Jesus Christ. Don’t let all 

the pressure to buy just the right gift, attend all the coming parties and bake all 
the goodies get in the way of CELEBRATING CHRIST, the coming of the God/
Man into our world for us! Have fun and enjoy the season but make sure you don’t 
forget HIM.

I appreciate the opportunities to be in your churches. I love being able to thank 
you from the pulpit for all your church’s support. Let me know if there is a time you 
would like me to visit; be sure to give me a bit of lead time.

Thank you for all of your support and encouragement this year. I look forward to 
all God has in store for us in 2023!

Are you interested in going with me on mission to Central Asia this year? I have 
reserved four spots so that I can take three people. I would love to take three 
pastors. The cost is approximately $2500. The trip’s focus is personal evangelism 
on the streets of a major city. It is one of the most rewarding places I have ever 
shared the Gospel and to a people hungry to hear it. Want more information? 
Give me a call.

I have been in the following churches of late. Green Acres Flint (Visit), Sharon 
(Preach), FBC Mineola (Preach), Noonday (Preach), New Hope (Missions Pre-
sentation).

Blessings, Dr. Danny
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Receive Him through FAITH, Rejoice in HOPE, and 
Exerience the Peace of His LOVE this Christmas 
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Dear Friend,
I highly recommend the excellent book 
written by my friend, Billy J. Swink.  
Not everyone has the money or health 
to travel to Israel, so the next best thing 
is to read Billy’s book Touring God’s Is-
rael:  A Spiritual Journey.  Billy has 
conducted amazing research to give the 
reader a visual and verbal explanation 
of the Land of Miracles.  He has includ-
ed many maps, photos, and charts to 
educate the reader about the history 
and culture of Israel.  
I encourage you to obtain several cop-
ies of the book - one for yourself - and 
others to give away to your friends and 
family who love Israel and the Bible.  
You will be blessed.
Shalom!
David O. Dykes, Pastor Emeritus
Green Acres Baptist Church
Tyler, Texas

“He tends His flock Like a Shepherd:  He 
gathers the lambs in His arms and car-
ries them close to His heart; He gently 
leads those that have young.” (Isaiah 
40:11)

Billy J. Swink
Nomadic Shepherd
17557 Dupree Drive

Flint, TX  75762
903-825-2122

Merry Christmas &Merry Christmas &
 a Very Happy New Year a Very Happy New Year!!

from the Staff at Smith Baptist Associationfrom the Staff at Smith Baptist Association
Danny & Paula PickensDanny & Paula Pickens

Sue SextonSue Sexton
 Jamie Hawbaker Jamie Hawbaker

  & Francisco Rodriguez  & Francisco Rodriguez
projectonecanchallenge.com or 

email at projectonecanchallenge@gmail.com.  
Debbie Szymczyk, Project Director 760-580-4997

Debbie Szymczyk will be at The Gathering 1-22-23 to answer questions.

https://www.smithbaptist.org
https://www.facebook.com/SmithBaptist/
http://projectonecanchallenge.com


   Smith Scholarship Opportunities
East Texas Communities Foundation is offering scholarships for the 2023-24 academic year and will begin accepting submissions on January 1, 2023. 

Deadline for all applications will be March 1, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.

 

ETCF will offer their matching feature on the scholarship application website.  This is the best place for students to start the process.  The matching questionnaire, 
a list of all 2023 ETCF scholarships and detailed eligibility requirements are located on ETCF website at http://etcf.org/scholarships/available-scholarships/

PARK HEIGHTS BAPTIST MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP offered through SBA website https://smithbaptist.org/park-heights-scholarship

Smith County Baptist Ministers Scholarship

•  GPA of at least 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her high school or college studies (prior recipients 
may re-apply)

•  Dependent children of ordained Baptist ministers serving congregations in Smith County,      	
   Texas, that are members of the Baptist General Convention of Texas

•  Attend an accredited college or university as a full-time student

Sammy Joe and Martha Jean Calhoun Family Scholarship for Ministerial Studies

•  Major in a field related to ministerial studies that would prepare them for a career in the 
ministry (including, but not limited to, areas such as pastoral ministry, youth ministry, Christian 
ministry, religious studies, missionary studies, etc.)

•  GPA of at least 2.5 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her high school studies

•  Preference for a member in good standing of the Smith Baptist Association

•  Attend an accredited college or university in the state of Texas as a full-time student

12-2-11
Chris Legg

South Spring
(Annv.)

12-2-90
Ken Goode
East Lake

(Annv.)

http://etcf.org/scholarships/available-scholarships/ 
https://smithbaptist.org/park-heights-scholarship


- January 10th
      - February 14th
     - April 28th

SBA Office 
reopens at 
8:30 a.m.
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	 This Tuesday, November 29th, many people will observe a day to give to caus-
es and charities that are meaningful to them. The day is called Giving Tuesday.
	 On Tuesday, 157,690 people will die without Christ. This number is true for 
every day, actually. This is an unimaginable statistic that shows the reality of the 
world’s greatest problem – lostness. It’s the greatest problem because it is an eternal 
problem.
	 But as believers in Jesus Christ, we have the solution. The solution is the gos-
pel, and the IMB is committed to reaching the farthest nations and people with the 
message of salvation.
	 Will you partner with the IMB with a financial gift this Giving Tuesday? And you 
certainly don’t have to wait until Tuesday! You can give today, knowing that 100% of 
your generous gift will go to the mission field. Not one dollar is used for administra-
tive expenses or kept for work in the U.S. Every dollar reaches a missionary who is 
faithfully serving among the unreached.
Thank you, Paul Chitwood, IMB President


