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Introduction

There’s a moment—sometimes subtle, sometimes impossible to ignore—when your life no
longer feels like it fits.

From the outside, everything might look fine. Stable, even successful. But internally,
something has shifted. A quiet discomfort. A persistent questioning. A sense that you’re out
of alignment with your own life, even if you can’t fully explain why.

This workbook is for that moment.

It’s for the overthinking, the second-guessing, the late-night mental loops where you weigh
every possible outcome and still feel no closer to clarity. It’s for the tension between wanting
change and fearing what it might cost. It’s for the part of you that wonders if you’re asking for
too much—and the part that knows you might be settling for too little.

You won’t find quick fixes here. No generic advice or surface-level motivation.
Instead, this is an invitation to go deeper.

Through reflection, honesty, and thoughtful questioning, you’ll begin to untangle what’s
really driving your stress and anxiety. You’ll explore the fears, assumptions, and patterns
shaping your decisions—often without you even realising it. And slowly, you’ll start to see
something emerge: not a perfect plan, but a clearer understanding of yourself.

Because clarity doesn’t come from having all the answers.

It comes from asking better questions—and being willing to sit with what you find.



Does this sound familiar?

It often doesn’t start with a dramatic moment. It’s quieter than that—more like a slow,
persistent hum in the background of your life. At first, it’s just a feeling you can’t quite name.
A restlessness on Sunday evenings. A heaviness on Monday mornings. You tell yourself you’re
just tired, just stressed, just going through a phase. But the feeling doesn’t go away. It lingers.
It grows.

Inside, there’s a constant tug-of-war. One part of you craves change—something more
meaningful, more aligned, more you. The other part is deeply afraid. Afraid of making the
wrong decision. Afraid of instability. Afraid of losing everything you’ve worked so hard to
build. You find yourself caught between these two voices, neither of them quiet, both of them
convincing.

Your fears are rarely simple. It’s not just “What if | fail?” It’s layered. What if | fail and prove
that I’'m not as capable as | thought? What if | disappoint the people who believe in me? What
if | leave and realize | made a mistake—and there’s no way back? There’s also the quieter, more
uncomfortable fear: What if | stay? What if this low-grade dissatisfaction becomes your
permanent state?

You start questioning yourself in ways you never used to. Am | just being ungrateful? Other
people would be happy with what | have. Why can’t | just be content? That thought alone can
spiral into guilt. You begin to doubt your own instincts, wondering if this desire for change is a
sign of growth—or just a lack of resilience.

Your insecurities surface more often now. You compare yourself to others—people who seem
more certain, more successful, more settled. You wonder if you’re behind. If you’ve missed
your window. If everyone else has it figured out and you’re the only one quietly unravelling.
Even small decisions start to feel heavy, because they carry the weight of a much bigger
question: What am | doing with my life?

The anxiety doesn’t stay neatly contained in your thoughts—it seeps into your body. You feel
it in your chest, tight and persistent. In your sleep, which becomes lighter, more restless. Your
mind replays scenarios late at night: quitting, staying, failing, starting over. Conversations you
haven’t had yet. Risks you haven’t taken. Regrets you haven’t even experienced but somehow
already feel.

At work, it becomes harder to focus. Tasks that once felt manageable now feel draining or
pointless. You might find yourself procrastinating more, or disengaging, or overworking to
compensate for the growing sense that your heart isn’t fully in it anymore. There’s a subtle
but constant tension—Llike you’re living slightly out of sync with yourself.

At home, the impact is quieter but just as real. You might be more irritable, or more
withdrawn. It’s not that you want to be—it’s just that your mind is elsewhere, constantly



processing, questioning, worrying. Conversations can feel harder because you’re carrying
something you don’t fully understand yourself. If someone asks, “What’s wrong?” you might
not even know how to answer.

Socially, you might start pulling back a little. Not always in obvious ways, but enough that you
notice it. It can feel exhausting to explain where you’re at, especially when you don’t have
clear answers. There’s also a subtle fear of being judged—of someone thinking you’re being
reckless, or indecisive, or unrealistic. So sometimes it feels easier to just keep it to yourself.

And yet, underneath all of this—beneath the fear, the anxiety, the overthinking—there’s
something else. A quiet sense of possibility. A glimpse, every now and then, of what life could
feel like. Maybe it shows up when you imagine a different kind of workday. Or when you hear
someone talk about a path that resonates with you. Or when you remember a version of
yourself that felt more alive, more curious, more engaged.

That part of you hasn’t disappeared. It’s still there, trying to get your attention.

Your hopes aren’t necessarily grand or unrealistic. They’re often quite simple: to feel engaged
in your work, to wake up without that weight in your chest, to feel like you’re moving toward
something rather than just maintaining. You want a sense of alignment—between who you are
and how you spend your time. You want to trust yourself again.

But hope can feel fragile when it’s surrounded by uncertainty. So you go back and forth. One
day, you feel almost certain you need to make a change. The next, you convince yourself to
stay where it’s safe. This cycle can be exhausting. It can make you feel stuck—not because
you’re incapable of change, but because you care deeply about getting it right.

And that’s really at the core of it. This isn’t just about a job. It’s about identity, security,
purpose, and self-trust—all wrapped together. It’s about trying to make a decision that
honours both your need for stability and your desire for something more meaningful.

If this feels familiar, it’s not because you’re failing at something. It’s because you’re paying
attention.



What questions do | need to ask myself?

Here are 30 deep, probing questions designed to help you unpack stress and anxiety around a
potential career change, while also pointing toward clarity and forward movement. Take your
time with them—these aren’t meant to be rushed.

Understanding the Source of Stress & Anxiety

1. What exactly am | afraid will happen if | make this change—and how realistic are those
fears?

Is my anxiety coming from the unknown, or from something specific | can name?
What part of my current situation feels most misaligned with who | am?

When did | first start feeling this way about my career, and what triggered it?

Am | running away from something, or moving toward something?

What does my stress feel like in my body, and when is it strongest?

If | removed external pressures, would | still feel this urge to change?

What expectations (my own or others’) are weighing on me the most?

Am | more afraid of failure or of regret? Why?

10 What stories am | telling myself about what | “should” be doing?
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Identity, Values, and Meaning

Who am | outside of my job title?

What kind of work makes me feel genuinely alive or engaged?

What values am | currently honoring—and which ones am | neglecting?
If success had nothing to do with money or status, what would | pursue?
What does a “meaningful life” look like to me personally?

How much of my identity is tied to stability versus growth?

What would I do if | trusted myself completely?

What kind of problems do | feel drawn to solve?

. What environments bring out the best in me?

10 What am | tolerating right now that | know | shouldn’t be?
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Patterns and Internal Blocks

Have | faced similar crossroads before, and how did | respond?

What limiting beliefs might be holding me back from change?

Where in my life do | tend to avoid discomfort, and how is that showing up here?
Am | waiting for certainty before acting—and is that realistic?

What would “enough clarity” actually look like for me to take a step forward?

ok wn =

Practical Reflection and Forward Movement

What is one small, low-risk step | could take to explore a new direction?

Who could | talk to that has experience in a path I’m considering?

What skills or experiences do | already have that are transferable?

If | gave myself permission to experiment instead of committing fully, what would | try?
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5. One year from now, what decision would | be proud of making today?



Found This Useful?

| really hope that you have got value and insight from the questions.
However, there's one problem with self reflection - blind spots.

Everyone has blind spots that they cannot see, and for most people it's their blind spots
which hold them back.

Blind spots in a career change are like driving a car with part of your windshield subtly fogged
over.

You can still see the road ahead. You can steer, accelerate, brake. From a distance, it looks like
you’re moving forward just fine. But every so often, you hesitate. You second-guess a turn.
You miss something important just out of view. Not because you’re incapable—but because
you’re not seeing the full picture.

These blind spots aren’t obvious. If they were, you’d clear them instantly. Instead, they sit just
outside your awareness—shaped by old beliefs, past experiences, unchallenged assumptions.
“I’'m not qualified enough.” “It’s too late to start over.” “I need certainty before | act.” They feel

like facts, not filters.
So you adjust your driving around them.

You slow down when you don’t need to. You avoid certain roads altogether. You stay in lanes
that feel safer, even if they’re taking you somewhere you don’t actually want to go. Over time,
the problem isn’t just the fog—it’s how much your behavior has adapted to it.

And here’s the catch: trying harder doesn’t fix it. Pushing the accelerator doesn’t clear the
glass. You can stay busy, overthink every move, or wait for the “perfect” route—but none of
that changes what you can’t see.

The shift happens when you recognize the fog is there in the first place.

Because once you do, you can pause. You can question what you’ve been assuming is true.
You can start to clear small sections of the glass—gradually expanding your view. And as your
visibility improves, so does your confidence. Decisions feel less like guesses and more like
choices.

The road itself was never the real problem.
It was the parts of it you couldn’t see.
That's where | can help...

| specialise in a type of coaching that helps people see the blind spots caused by not truly
understanding the way the human experience is created.



| have spent over 20 years in teaching and supporting people and spent £1000s and
countless study hours on my own personal development to specialise in this type of

coaching.

Click here to email me to arrange an introductory call and a free experience of my coaching.
You can read more about me and what | have to offer at & thebusymindcoach.com

Whether you decide to contact me or not, | wish you well on your career change journey.


mailto:stevehenwoodcoach@gmail.com?subject=Coaching%20Introductory%20Call%20and%20Free%20Coaching%20Session&body=Please%20contact%20me%20to%20arrange%20my%20introductory%20call%20and%20free%20coaching%20session.%20My%20preferred%20contact%20method%20is%20this%20email%20address%20or%20mobile%20number:
mailto:stevehenwoodcoach@gmail.com?subject=Coaching%20Introductory%20Call%20and%20Free%20Coaching%20Session&body=Please%20contact%20me%20to%20arrange%20my%20introductory%20call%20and%20free%20coaching%20session.%20My%20preferred%20contact%20method%20is%20this%20email%20address%20or%20mobile%20number:
https://thebusymindcoach.com/

