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Popup

Solidarity Sandy
Springs feeding
the masses hit
by COVID-19

By Everett Catts
ENalrhporEansh

. Lomrda Megia was one of e first
five to e individusls in fioe to Fick
up itemns at Solidarity Sandy
a popup food paiitry st Under the
ork Tree restaurant in The Prado
shopping center,

Ilflq:z:u, who Ingt Ber job due to the
eoconayins (COVID-1g) pandemic,

witited six hours for the chance to 88

ghop for free food and other things
tleer, she sid throosh a Imub]ntnr
“It's very scary; too much panie,”
she said of the outbreak, adding
she gave “a milliog thanks” for the

vilunbeers who organized the fond

pankry. “I'm very really thanlktful

for s uppurnmil;.- for giving oat

fuud and for God, Bless Him, (The

voluntoers] are really areat people
" with great hearts.”

Alcaneder Larimbe was one of the
first 16 residents in Line and waitad
[vur hours to get food.

“Pesth oy parents lost thait jols,”
T sand.

When asked whers his f.umﬂy
wepulel be withowt the fond panty,
Larumbe am:L We wonld be hun-
iy by o

Laruinbse and Mesis were b of
an anltcipated 150 residents who
ciene to the food pantry April o1,
[t was started as a collabaration
hetwaen The Barnes Young Team
at Keller Williams Realty (Jed by
Jenmifer Barnes) and Hvery Kids
Camp, & group formed to send un-
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pantry in Prado

Syt Ewdd Culty

Above; Hesidents walt to enier tre Solidarity S2ndy Springs fo2 pantey as Under the Cos Troe restaurzrt in Tho
Frade shoppi-g mener Below: From kel a».-:ulun:a-ﬂl helps & custemer shep fos itens 2t Solicerty S2ndy Soringes.

derprivileged childves Lo sammer

camp each year,
and is focused on semang, the fami-

lies of children enrnlled at Bie Sandy

Springs sthoals with a bigh percent-
The food pantry began March 27 age of students eligible for free and

redveed unch. Entering Apzl =1, it

hind served 1,355 shoppers [Fverg-
imgr 150 @ diavl, who each represent
i fumily, Barmes zaid. 8he is lead-
ing the affoel with Erin Olivier and
Sonia Fimo,

O the first duy the food paitoe
served about &0 families, bul 30
did nt get food beeamnse it van put

“Wa oried,” Bames said. "I wis
it bad day, bt you koow what, we
kind of gt oucselves back tgether,
Wi put the word back out and e
Lacahonked everybody we e and
called everybody we knew and we
wll went shopping. We aerved 105
fumilier the hexl dey, aod evervone
in line mot fad, ..

“Tt sart of fook oo a Life of its oven
from thare. e had o idea it veould
twrn into 150 amilies®

Sinmee then the food pantTy has
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been operating on Tues-
dayz, Thursdays and Samr-
days trom i1 am. to2 p.m.

Under the Cork Trea had
been completely closed
since Murch 16. Co-owm-
er Jason Sheetz said he
wis heppy to just give the
foud pantry's organizers a
key since thev're booghime
customers at that restan-
rant and his other Bandy
Springs one, Hammorks
Trading Co.

“It's Just ao awesome op-
portunity for everpone to
come: togethen,” besad. .
Who would have thewghi
cipht weeles o thet we
wiould be hen#

The food puntee serves
s i grocery store, with
cuvh shopper petting twi
bags. I includes eereal,
fruits, vegetables, pasta,
pasta sauce and snocks,
plus baby food, hvgiene
rhems, dingwers, formul and
books, It started thunks

o $5,000 inseed money

fraom donor Glen Evans,
who has since wdded an-
other 5,000,

Unidiezr the Cork Tree and
other restanrants, such as
City Bagel and Café, Moth-
inng, Fumdt Cakes and Maca-
poon e, have doneated
[, and Peachires Presha-
ferian Chureh's TaArmistad
after-sehodl prosram, Sandy
Eprings Tnited Methodist
Chureh and the Cormi-
ity Assistance Center alsn
aive food or other items.

During Fulton County
Sehools’ spring break {Apl
& through 10, more than
1,004 children whao had
heen getting food from
the district wepe served at

a time whe'n those meals
had been suspended, -
der the Cork Trooe, Thas,
(¥Reilly's Public House
(formerly Meehan's), a
Moes location in Buck-
head and the Chick-fil-4
at Northridge Road each
donated food,

The puniry alsn hag haen
bulstered by individualz grv-
ing fuod, [Lems or money.
Burmes said she has volun-
teers who by fand with
the monetary donations
they receive, She added
it eosts $1,200 to 1,500
per duy to fully stock the
pantry wod it plans to stay
open through the end of
the school vear in May,

Dioamiie Gade, wiho sma
luidd off from his joh a3 a
server il O Reillv's, started
volunleering at the food
pankry Lo weeks after it
opEael. =

“I'] mever volunteerad
Brefore, o this is a whnle
now world for me, Ttz a
erat [eeling to he ahla to
give back to the commu-
nity,” he gaid, adding he
wis shoeked at how long
the line was thare on his
first dav.

Gde said the residents
shupping there have bean
appreciative of the volun-
teers Funning the panry.

“One of the first days
T war here, one of Lhese
pennle, on the way oul,
thank all afws, " he said, 1
gess that's when i hil eoe,
These peaple are zrateful
for what we're doing, aod
it 18 making an impacl, Su
just seeing those sorls of
small interactions, small
thank-pous makes adl this
worth "

For morne informalion
or to make a denalion,
vizit wwwesolidaritvsan-
(S pTITI gL UL,



