            Teri Martin Crabtree,MS, LPC-MHSP

                 LIMITS OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The contents of a counseling session or assessment are considered to be confidential. Both verbal information and written records about a client cannot be shared with another party without the written consent of the client or the client’s guardian(s).

 It is the policy of Teri Martin Crabtree, LPC-MHSP not to release any information about a client to any outside party without a signed release of information. 
Noted exceptions follow:
Duty to warn and protect

When a client discloses intentions or a plan to harm another person, the law requires the therapist to warn the intended victim and report this information to legal authorities. In cases, in which the client discloses or implies a plan for suicide, the therapist is required to ensure your safety, even if it requires law enforcement officers transporting you to the hospital.

Abuse or neglect of children and vulnerable adults

If it becomes aware that a client is abusing or neglecting a child or vulnerable adult, or has recently abused or neglected a child or vulnerable adult, or a child or vulnerable adult is in danger of abuse or neglect, the therapist is required to report this information to the appropriate social services and/or legal authorities.
Court Orders

Teri Crabtree, LPC-MHSP is required to release records of a client when an appropriate court order has been issued. Any documentation may be revealed to the court.

Other Policies on limits of confidentiality:

*You understand and agree that any information in your records required to facilitate appropriate payment will be released to the insurance company if third party billing has been implemented.
*Teri Crabtree, LPC-MHSP is required to report admitted prenatal exposure to controlled substances that are potentially harmful.

*If you are being seen as a couple or family:
*You understand and agree that no information can be released to anyone unless ALL members of    the therapeutic unit sign a release, and

.
*Parents or legal guardians of non-emancipated minor clients have the right to access the minor client’s records, though it is recommended that this not occur because it could be detrimental to the counseling process for the child or adolescent.
*If the client being seen is a minor and exhibits behaviors the therapist considers hazardous to the client’s health, the parent and/or legal guardian will be informed.

*In the event of a client’s death, the spouse or parents of a deceased client have the right to access the records of the deceased client; limited to spouse or parent of deceased.

By signing this you are accepting these limits of confidentiality.
_______________________________________________


_____________________

Your Signature







Date
