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The opposite of love is not hate; it is evil.

Evil has malice. Evil seeks to steal, kill, and destroy.
Evil is alive and well—but love is greater.

God is love.

God seeks to provide, protect, and prosper you.

The answers found here are not mine; they are straight from the
New International Version of the Bible. I challenge you to read
this book and gain wisdom and knowledge from its Biblical truths.

DELIGHT in God’s word and discover what happens!

~ David Dethrage
4 /
ISIglgiEi __
Ly mmm mnunu B er
g5 'L g —_ == Inspiring
= 1)1 W : :
= BIGGER TH =  Church Sign Wisdom
= | = -
= o &~ inside!

ISBN 978-0-576-91k71-2

“ H I 5099?
9 '780578"916712




For the purpose of offering knowledge, instruction,
and encouragement to those who will read and believe,

and foremost, to glorify our God.
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THANK YoU for opening this book. I hope you will find it beneficial.
My greater hope is God will Bless you and God will Bless US.

This Second Edition of 7he Desires of Your Heart has been published
specifically to be given to the members of the United States Congress, the
Justices of the United States Supreme Court, Vice President Kamala Harris,
and President Joe Biden.

Good Lord willing, I will also include copies to members of the national
news media and selected CEOs of America’s largest technology companies.

I once hoped the book could be hand-delivered to these individuals by
scores of young people as part of a missions project. As I write this Preface
I plan to send the book by US Mail.

My son Stephen believes few, if any, of those to whom I mail the book
will see, much less take time to consider its contents. I plow on knowing
what happens will be in God’s hands, and my duty is to plow and plant.

Many think our country is in turmoil and on the brink of destruction.
I believe we are at a perilous point in our nation’s history, but it is not the
first one.

What concerns me most is my belief our nation has lost its moral compass.

Right or wrong, I think Americans were once confident our gov-
ernment and our intentions were righteous. Americans believed in the
values and principles of our constitution, they trusted our leaders to be
God-fearing, and Americans thought our nation’s ambition was to pro-
tect and spread freedom and economic opportunity around the globe.

Something changed. America saw the Kennedys and Dr. King assas-
sinated, prayer was taken from public (government) schools, abortion
was legalized, and “political correctness” came to rule the day. During this
time America at large was pushing the idea of God’s existence, His teach-
ings, and His love further into the background of our nation’s psyche.

It seems our global policy became less about the well-being of
people in other nations and more about “protecting our national interest.”
Frankly, I think my generation, the baby boomers, wallowed around in
short-sighted self-fulfillment, greed, and consumerism to the point that we
as a nation are indeed in serious trouble.
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We find ourselves at odds with
one another.

Much of our country’s political
speech has deteriorated to name-
calling and race-baiting.

The national media play with our
collective attention span. Their focus
seems to draw everything down to po-
litically divisive sides with all attention
directed to the next election cycle.

Our nation needs considerate
and intelligent debates on the prob-

lems, challenges, and opportuni-
ties we face.
We need a far greater timeline view than the next election date.
In the coming years let US no longer be known for what divides US.
Let US seek to become known for the love which unites US.
Jesus taught the two greatest commandments are:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength;
AND Love your neighbor as yourself.
Next Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan and thus defined all
humans as our “neighbors.”
The Creator of the Universe loves us all.
Please, I ask the men and women of the United States Government to

consider God’s great love, and I ask for your agreement to work togeth-
er, love one another, and seek to gain greater knowledge of God’s word!

I pray our nation and our world will come together under the vast
umbrella of God’s LOVE!

I pray God will Bless you, and Guide you.
I pray you will seek to do as Christ commanded and LOVE!
WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!

I believe there is no problem facing our nation which cannot be solved
if our leaders dedicate themselves to love God, love one another, and gain
the knowledge and wisdom available in God’s word.

David Dethrage 5.11.2021
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WHEN I consIDER my own salvation, I have serious fear and trem-
bling. I am a lay person and a sinner. If you go looking for means to
discredit me, you will not have to look far.

What follows is the result of my effort to teach the words of God at
Greenbrier Road Baptist Church in Anniston, Alabama. I taught children,
youth, and then adults for six years. Things changed. I no longer teach
and I have not been faithful in church attendance. The publication of this
book is a personal revival. It is an expression for my love of God and my
continuing desire to teach.

I hope you discover this book gets readers quickly “up to speed” on
important topics. It provides basic answers to basic Biblical questions. It is a
starting point—a road map for discovery. It does not provide all answers to
all questions. Hopefully, it will encourage further Bible study.

The answers found here are not mine; there are more than 1,000
Bible verses taken straight from the NIV translation. I have added
bold type to highlight the specific answers found within scripture; I have
attempted to include enough of the source passages to provide the context
in which the answers are written.

I chose to use the NIV Bible because that is the Bible which I believe
best “speaks” to me. You should read and study a Bible translation that best
speaks to you.

The Word of God is eternal. It instructs, inspires, and enlightens the
reader. The Word of God is a historical account of God’s relationship with
man. It can give us wisdom and lead us to salvation.

The Bible tells us of God’s promises. The promise of Psalm 37:4 is
simple: Delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your
heart. Webster’s Dictionary tells us to delight is to “have a high degree of
satisfaction” or to “take great pleasure in.”

God’s love for us is great. He promises to give us those heart-felt desires
which matter most if we will choose to delight in Him.

I hope this book helps you better understand the Bible and God’s awe-
some love for you. I hope you will be blessed with a stronger appreciation
for all God gives us. I hope you will praise God, love all, share His word
with others, and most importantly, DELIGHT in our Lord!
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WHY WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN?

The Bible was written to give us instruction

Exodus *12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the moun-
tain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the
law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 3
Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the
mountain of God.

The Bible was written to warn us of the mistakes of others

1 Corinthians '*' For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact,
brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and
that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Mo-
ses in the cloud and in the sea. * They all ate the same spiritual food *
and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual
rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. > Nevertheless,
God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in
the wilderness. * Now these things occurred as examples to keep us
from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. ” Do not be idola-
ters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat
and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.”  We should not com-
mit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-
three thousand of them died.  We should not test the Lord, as some of
them did—and were killed by snakes. '* And do not grumble, as some
of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. ' These things
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings
for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come.
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The Bible was written to teach us and give us
encouragement

Romans ! We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the
weak and not to please ourselves. * Each of us should please our neigh-
bors for their good, to build them up. * For even Christ did not please
himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have
fallen on me.” * For everything that was written in the past was writ-
ten to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scrip-
tures, and the encouragement they provide, we might have hope.

The Bible was written to offer assurance

Luke "' Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things
that have been fulfilled among us, ? just as they were handed down to us
by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.
3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated every-
thing from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus, * so that you may know the certainty
of the things you have been taught.

The Bible was written to help us understand Christ

Ephesians *! For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles— * Surely you have heard about the administra-
tion of God’s grace that was given to me for you, ? that is, the mystery
made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. * In
reading this then, you will be able to understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ, > which was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy
apostles and prophets.

Colossians '?* Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill
up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for
the sake of his body, which is the church. # I have become its servant by
the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in
its fullness— ¢ the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 7 To them
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God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. *
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. * To
this end I strenuously contend with all the energy of Christ, which so
powerfully works in me.

Colossians *' | want you to know how hard I am contending for you
and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. ?
My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love,
so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in
order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, °in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. *I tell you
this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. ° For
though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit
and delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in

Christ is.

The Bible was written to stimulate wholesome thinking

2 Peter *! Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have writ-
ten both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome think-
ing. > I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy
prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through
your apostles.

The Bible was written to give us blessings

Revelation'! The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by
sending his angel to his servant John * who testifies to everything he
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. °
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and
blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it,
because the time is near.






HOW DO WE KNOW GOD
REALLY EXISTS?

All mankind knows God

Psalm ! The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim
the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night
after night they reveal knowledge. * They have no speech, they use
no words; no sound is heard from them.* Yet their voice goes out
into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.

Romans '8 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against
all the godlessness and wickedness of people who suppress the truth by
their wickedness, ' since what may be known about God is plain to
them, because God has made it plain to them. *° For since the creation
of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that people are without excuse.







WHO 1S GOD?

God is the Creator
Genesis "' In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis ¥ So God created mankind in his own image, in the image
of God he created them; male and female he created them.

Psalm 1°%3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we
are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

1 Samuel *¢ The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings

down to the grave and raises up.

Psalm 3*¢ By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their
starry host by the breath of his mouth.

Psalm '¥** He determines the number of the stars and calls them each
by name.

Proverbs ?*? Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the
Maker of them all.

God is Mighty

Psalm °** Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, mightier
than the breakers of the sea— the LORD on high is mighty.

Psalm '¥7* Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding
has no limit.

God is Loving

Psalm '3 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.

9
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Psalm % The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in love.

Psalm '*'7 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is
with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s
children— '8 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey
his precepts.

Psalm '*#! Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures
forever.

Psalm 3*7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is

unfailing love and with him is full redemption.

Psalm '¥*® The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger
and rich in love.

Psalm %> The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has
made.

God is Our Strength and Salvation

Exodus *? The LORD is my strength and my defense; he has

become my salvation.

Psalm 34?22 The LORD will rescue his servants; no one who takes ref-
uge in him will be condemned.

God is a Warrior

Exodus > The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name.

God is Everywhere

Numbers % The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.
2! Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the LORD
fills the whole earth . ..”

Psalm 3> The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full
of his unfailing love.

10
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God is the only God

1 Samuel *? There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one
besides you; there is no Rock like our God.

Deuteronomy 3 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the
LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no
other. *° Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today,
so that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you
may live long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time.

Jeremiah '*'° But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the
eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot
endure his wrath.

God is King

Psalm '*'¢ The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will
perish from his land.

Psalm **! The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is
robed in majesty and armed with strength; indeed, the world is estab-
lished, firm and secure.

Psalm 19" The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his
kingdom rules over all.

Isaiah *?? For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the
LORD is our king; it is he who will save us.

Jeremiah '*'° But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the
eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot
endure his wrath.

God is Judge and Punisher

1 Samuel * He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, but the
wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. It is not by strength
that one prevails; '° those who oppose the LORD will be broken. The
Most High will thunder from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends
of the earth.

"
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Numbers *!® The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and for-
giving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;
he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third and

fourth generation.

Psalm °® He will judge the world in righteousness; and judges the
peoples with equity.

Psalm '¢ On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur;
a scorching wind will be their lot.

Psalm **'¢ but the face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to
blot out their name from the earth.

Psalm %2° The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wick-
ed he will destroy.

Jeremiah °°¢ A destroyer will come against Babylon; her warriors will
be captured, and their bows will be broken. For the LORD is a God of
retribution; he will repay in full.

Nahum '? The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes
vengeance and is filled with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his
foes and vents his wrath against his enemies.

Nahum "2 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; the LORD
will not leave the guilty unpunished.

12
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Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wors_hlp 11:00 AM
Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 6:30 PM

IPOD? IPAD?

TRY IPRAY.

GOD IS LISTENING.
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WHAT ARE GOD'S
CHARACTERISTICS?

God has always been

Genesis "' In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

God knows everything

1 Samuel ** Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak
such arrogance, for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him
deeds are weighed.

God controls everything

1 Samuel 7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and
he exalts. ® He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from
the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a
throne of honor. “For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s;
upon them he has set the world.”

God is our protection

1 Samuel > He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, but the
wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness.

2 Samuel 3! As for God, his way is perfect; the LORD’s word is flaw-
less; he shields all who take refuge in him.

Psalm *® The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in
times of trouble.

Psalm **! The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I
fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be
afraid?

15
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Psalm 347 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them.

God brings light

2 Samuel *** You, LORD, are my lamp; the LORD turns my dark-
ness into light.

Psalm "# The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.

God is perfect
2 Samuel **3! As for God, his way is perfect; the LORD’s word is

flawless.

God is eternal

Psalm *7 The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for
judgment.

Psalm 3! But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purpos-

es of his heart through all generations.
Psalm **2 Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity.

Psalm '3 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.

Psalm 4 The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all gen-

erations.

Isaiah 2% Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD him-
self, is the Rock eternal.

2 Peter *# But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord
a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.

16
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God waits for our call
2 Chronicles > The Spirit of God came on Azariah son of Oded. * He

went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah
and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you
seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will
forsake you.”

Psalm %518 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call

on him in truth.

Jeremiah 332 This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the
LORD who formed it and established it—the LORD is his name: 3
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearch-
able things you do not know.”

Malachi 7 “Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away
from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.

God is faithful

Psalm '3 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.

Psalm *'° Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD,
have never forsaken those who seek you.

Psalm %3 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your domin-
ion endures through all generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all
his promises and faithful in all he does.

2 Thessalonians *? But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you
and protect you from the evil one.
God watches us

Psalm ' The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on his heav-
enly throne. He observes everyone on earth; his eyes examine them.

7
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Psalm 3313 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;
Psalm 34 from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth—

Psalm 3*'> he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything
they do.

Psalm **'3 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on
those whose hope is in his unfailing love, '* to deliver them from death
and keep them alive in famine.

Psalm "2 the LORD will watch over your coming and going both
now and forevermore.

Psalm'42° The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the
wicked he will destroy.

God is just

Psalm *® He rules the world in righteousness and judges the peoples
with equity.

Psalm "7 For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; the upright will
see his face.

God’s word is perfect

2 Samuel **?! “As for God, his way is perfect; the LORD’s word is
flawless.

Psalm '*¢ And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver purified

in a crucible, like gold refined seven times.

Psalm '#3° As for God, his way is perfect; the LORD’s word is flawless;
he shields all who take refuge in him.

Psalm 33* For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful
in all he does.

1 Peter '?* For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the
flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, »* but the
word of the Lord endures forever.”

18
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God hears us

Psalm 3*'> The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are
attentive to their cry;

Psalm 3*'7 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he deliv-
ers them from all their troubles.

Psalm 4> He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their

cry and saves them.

God forgives us

Numbers '#'* The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and
forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpun-
ished; he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third
and fourth generation.

Psalm '%® He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger for-
ever; '° he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to
our iniquities. ' For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great
is his love for those who fear him; '? as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. '3 As a father has
compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those
who fear him.

God does not sleep

Psalm '*'? He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you
will not slumber.

God knows our mind and our heart

Jeremiah 2> LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and
probe the heart and mind...

God does not change
Malachi *¢ I the LORD do not change.

19
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CAN WE UNDERSTAND GOD?

God is incomprehensible

Psalm '3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness
no one can fathom.

Judges '*'7 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the LORD, “What is
your name, so that we may honor you when your word comes true?” '8
He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.”

An answer from Job

Job %2 How great is God—beyond our understanding! The number
of his years is past finding out.

Job %75 God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things
beyond our understanding.
34 g

Job 372 The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his
justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.

Paul wrote even God’s love is beyond understanding

Ephesians 37 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, '® may have
power, together with all the LORD?’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, '” and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God.
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WHAT IS GOD ABLE TO DO?

God’s knowledge is supreme

Psalm ' Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understand-
ing has no limit.

There is no “chance” in God’s creation

Proverbs ¢33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from

the LORD.

God declares himself to be without equal

Isaiah %25 “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?”
says the Holy One. 2¢ “Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who
created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and
calls forth each of them by name. Because of his great power and mighty
strength, not one of them is missing. ¥ Why do you complain, Jacob,
why do you say, Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause
is disregarded by my God?” ?® Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no
one can fathom.”

Paul reminds us God is able to do even more than we can
imagine

Ephesians *?° Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within

us, 2! to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever! Amen.
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WHAT ARE THE
TEN COMMANDMENTS?

The First Four Commandments deal with our relationship
with God

Exodus **' And God spoke all these words:

(1) Exodus 2*? “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. * You shall have no other gods
before me.”

(2) Exodus *** “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form
of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters
below. * You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin
of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,
¢ but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and
keep my commandments.”

(3) Exodus **7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your
God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his
name.”

(4) Exodus 2*® “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. °
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, ' but the seventh day is
a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work,
neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant,
nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. ' For in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy.”
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The Desires of Your Heart

The Fifth Commandment concerns our relationship with
our parents and includes a promise

(5) Exodus 2*'? “Honor your father and your mother, so that you
may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.”

The Final Five Commandments concern our relationships
with others

(6) Exodus 2*'3 “You shall not murder.”
(7) Exodus *'* “You shall not commit adultery.”
(8) Exodus 2*'> “You shall not steal.”

(9) Exodus 2*** “You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbor.”

(10) Exodus **7 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
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WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT THE
DISPLAY OF THE COMMANDMENTS?

God desires us to never forget his Law

Deuteronomy ** Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one. > Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. ¢ These commandments that I give
you today are to be on your hearts. ” Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as sym-
bols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. ®* Write them
on the door frames of your houses and on your gates.

Deuteronomy !¢ Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and
worship other gods and bow down to them. '7 Then the LORD’s anger
will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not
rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish
from the good land the LORD is giving you. ' Fix these words of
mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads. ' Teach them to your children,
talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. *° Write them
on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, *' so that your
days and the days of your children may be many in the land the
LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the
heavens are above the earth.
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WHERE 1S GOD WHEN |
NEED HIM MOST?

God is always with us

Deuteronomy 3! Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all
Israel: 2 “I am now a hundred and twenty years old and I am no longer
able to lead you. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not cross the
Jordan.” 3 The LORD your God himself will cross over ahead of you.
He will destroy these nations before you, and you will take possession
of their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of you, as the LORD
said. * And the LORD will do to them what he did to Sihon and Og,
the kings of the Amorites, whom he destroyed along with their land. *
The LORD will deliver them to you, and you must do to them all that
I have commanded you. ¢ Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid
or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Deuteronomy *'7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in
the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you must go
with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their ancestors
to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance.
8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will
never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged.”

God is always ready to help

Psalm ““! God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. ? Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and
the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, * though its waters roar and
foam and the mountains quake with their surging.
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The Desires of Your Heart

God is with you and will delight in you

Zephaniah *'7 The LORD your God is with you, the mighty warrior
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.

God can be found among the righteous

Psalm '*> But there they are, overwhelmed with dread, for God is pres-
ent in the company of the righteous.

Matthew'®" Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in
heaven. ? For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.

Jesus is with us and God is with us

Matthew ¢ Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the moun-
tain where Jesus had told them to go. ' When they saw him, they wor-
shiped him; but some doubted. '® Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '* Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

Luke '7° Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of
God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is
not something that can be observed, ' nor will people say, ‘Here it is,
or ‘There it is, because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

God is present in this life and through eternity
Psalm 2! The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

* He makes me lie down in green pastures,

7 he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me
along the right paths for his name’s sake.
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* Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil,

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

¢ Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
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WHO OR WHAT
DOES THE LORD DESPISE?

God will not tolerate some

Psalm >* For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness; with
you evil people are not welcome.

Psalm >° The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who
do wrong.

Psalm >¢ You destroy those who tell lies; the blood thirsty and deceit-
ful you, LORD detest.

God despises the ways of the ungodly

Deuteronomy '*° When you enter the land the LORD your God is
giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations
there. ' Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or
daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets
omens, engages in witchcraft, '' or casts spells, or who is a medi-

um or spiritist or who consults the dead. '* Anyone who does these
things is detestable to the LORD.

God demands correct behavior

Deuteronomy **'> “Cursed is anyone who makes an idol—a thing
detestable to the LORD, the work of skilled hands—and sets it up in
secret.” Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

16 “Cursed is anyone who dishonors their father or their mother.”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

17 “Cursed is anyone who moves their neighbor’s boundary stone.”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”
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The Desires of Your Heart

18 “Cursed is anyone who leads the blind astray on the road.”
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”
1Y “Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the foreigner, the

fatherless or the widow.”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

20 “Cursed is anyone who sleeps with his father’s wife, for he dishon-
ors his father’s bed.”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

1 “Cursed is anyone who has sexual relations with any animal.”
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

22 “Cursed is anyone who sleeps with his sister, the daughter of his
father or the daughter of his mother.”

1”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen

3 “Cursed is anyone who sleeps with his mother-in-law.”
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

24 “Cursed is anyone who kills their neighbor secretly.”
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

> “Cursed is anyone who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person.”
Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

26 “Cursed is anyone who does not uphold the words of this law by
carrying them out.”

Then all the people shall say, “Amen!”

Who the Lord hates
Psalm ''> The LORD examines the righteous, but the wicked, those

who love violence, he hates with a passion.
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Seven things God finds detestable

Proverbs !¢ There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are de-
testable to him:

(1) 7 haughty eyes,

(2) alying tongue,

(3) hands that shed innocent blood,

(4) '8 a heart that devises wicked schemes,
(5) feet that are quick to rush into evil,
(6) " afalse witness who pours out lies

(7) and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.

Jesus warns us

Luke ' “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and money.” '* The Pharisees, who
loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. ** He said to
them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others,
but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable
in God’s sight.”

Luke ' Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to
stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they
come. % It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a
millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to
stumble. * So watch yourselves.”

THE EYES OF THE LORD
ARE EVERY PLACE

BEHOLOING THE EVIL

AND THE GOOD ]

37




g WEAV ER-
.4 Congregational Holiness
e Church

REMEMBER
THAT  HELL

38



[S THE DEVIL REAL?

Jesus was tempted by the devil

Matthew “' Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. * After fasting forty days and forty nights, he
was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son
of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

God talks to Satan

Job * One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD,
and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where
have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming
throughout the earth going back and forth on it.”

Peter describes the devil

1 Peter >® Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. ? Resist
him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of be-
lievers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

The devil is a thief

Luke %' “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of
God. ? Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved.

Jesus called the devil a murderer and the father of lies

John *% You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry
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out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

The devil works through man

Luke ?%3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. *
And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard
and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.

1 John *7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who
does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. # The one who
does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning
from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to
destroy the devil’s work. > No one who is born of God will continue
to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning,
because they have been born of God. ' This is how we know who the
children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone
who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who
does not love their brother and sister.

Envy and selfish ambition are of the devil

James *'3 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show
it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from
wisdom. ' But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. * Such “wisdom”
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, de-
monic. '¢ For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find
disorder and every evil practice.

James tells us we do have hope

James %7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.
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The fate of the devil is known

Matthew?**! Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me,
you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels.”

Revelation 2*!° And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had

been thrown. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
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S THERE A
PLACE CALLED HELL?

Jesus teaches of Hell

Matthew > If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than
for your whole body to be thrown into hell. * And if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

Jesus warns us of whom to truly fear

Matthew '2¢ So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed
that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. ¥
What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in
your ear, proclaim from the roofs. > Do not be afraid of those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who
can destroy both soul and body in hell.

A great divide exists between Heaven and Hell

Luke '*" There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and lived in luxury every day. ?* At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus,
covered with sores * and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table.
Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The time came when the beggar
died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died
and was buried. * In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and
saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. > So he called to him, “Fa-
ther Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger
in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” > “But
Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted
here and you are in agony. ** And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from
here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN ON
JUDGMENT DAY?

God will judge all mankind

Psalm *7 The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for
judgment.

Ecclesiastes ' You who are young, be happy while you are young, and
let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of
your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment.

Romans '*° For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that
he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. '° You, then, why
do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. '* It is
written: “As surely as I live,” says the Lord, “every knee will bow before
me; every tongue will acknowledge God.” '? So then, each of us will
give an account of ourselves to God.

Hebrews “'* For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. * Noth-
ing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Hebrews % Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to
face judgment, *® so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting for him.

2 Corinthians >¢ Therefore we are always confident and know that as
long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we

45



The Desires of Your Heart

live by faith, not by sight. # We are confident, I say, and would prefer to
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. ? So we make it our
goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from
it. ' For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive what is due us for the things done while in the

body, whether good or bad.

1 Timothy 52 The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of
judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 2 In the
same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious
can not remain hidden forever.

Hebrews %% If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, # but only a fear-
ful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the
enemies of God. ?® Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 2 How much more
severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has tram-
pled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing
the blood of the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted
the Spirit of grace? *® For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge;
I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” ' It is a
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Revelation 2*!' Then I saw a great white throne and him who was
seated on it. The Earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and
there was no place for them. > And I saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book
was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged accord-
ing to what they had done as recorded in the books. '* The sea gave
up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead
that were in them, and each person was judged according to what
they had done. * Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake
of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. '> Anyone whose name
was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake

of fire.

46



Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions

Our life and our actions matter

Matthew ' “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a
tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 3
You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For
the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. ** A good man brings good
things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil
things out of the evil stored up in him. 3 But I tell you that everyone
will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty
word they have spoken. > For by your words you will be acquitted,
and by your words you will be condemned.”

God’s wrath and God’s glory will be seen

Romans ?* But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant
heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s
wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. ¢ God “will
repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who
by persistence in doing good seck glory, honor and immortality, he will
give eternal life. ® But for those who are self-seeking and who reject
the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. ® There will
be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the
Jew, then for the Gentile; '° but glory, honor and peace for everyone
who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. ' For God does
not show favoritism.

2 Peter ** Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. * They will say,
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” > But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into
being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. ¢ By these
waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
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We can have confidence in God’s love

1 John %3 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us; He
has given us of his Spirit. '* And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. ' If anyone acknowledg-
es that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. *¢
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how
love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on
the day of judgment; In this world we are like Jesus. '® There is no
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

T HARDINS CHAPEL CHURCH T
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DETERMINES
DESTINY

Sunday School
9:45

Worship Service
11:00 & 5:00
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WHAT IS THE
MARK OF THE BEAST?

In the end times a great power will rise up and control the
world

Revelation '** The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and
blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. ¢ It
opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his
dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 It was given power to
wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it
was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.
8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names
have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life—the Lamb who was
slain from the creation of the world.

The mark will be a difficult test for Christians

Revelation '*® Whoever has ears, let them hear. '° If anyone is to go into
captivity, into captivity they will go. If anyone is to be killed with the
sword, with the sword they will be killed. This calls for patient endur-
ance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people.

Revelation '*!!' Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It
had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. '* It exercised all
the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed.
3 And it performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to
come down from heaven to earth in full view of the people. * Because
of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast,
it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an
image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet
lived. > The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of
the first beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused
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to worship the image to be killed. '° It also forced all people, great
and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hands or on their foreheads, ' so that they could not buy or sell unless
they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its
name. '8 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the number of man. That number is

6006.

There will be punishment for those who receive the mark

Revelation '* A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If
anyone worships the beast and its image and receives its mark on
their forehead or on their hand, ' they, too, will drink of the wine
of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his
wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of
the holy angels and of the Lamb. ' And the smoke of their torment will
rise forever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those who
worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark
of its name.” '* This calls for patient endurance on the part of people
of God who keep his commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.

And blessing for those who deny the mark

Revelation *'3 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” Yes,” says the
Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.”

The mark comes from a false prophet

Revelation " Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies gathered together to wage war against the rider on the horse and
his army. 2° But the beast was captured, and with it the false proph-
et who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he
had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and wor-
shiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake
of burning sulfur. #' The rest were killed with the sword coming out of
the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves
on their flesh.
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Reward for refusing the mark

Revelation 2 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been
given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been be-
headed because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word
of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
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WHO IS JESUS?

Jesus is the Beginning and the End

Revelation 2%#1%2 “

Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and
I will give to each person according to what they have done. > I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End. ' Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have
the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.
!5 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually im-
moral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood. ¢ I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for
the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright

Morning Star.”

Jesus has been with God since the beginning of time

John ™! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. * He was with God in the beginning. *> Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. * In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

In Jesus, the Word of God became flesh

John "'* The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and given his
name by an angel

Matthew '2° But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be
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afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. *' She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins.”

Jesus is a Miracle Worker

Mark *® Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you think-
ing these things? * Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your
sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? ' But I
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said to the man, ™ “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go
home.” ' He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this!”

Mark 73¢ Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more
he did so, the more they kept talking about it.  People were over-
whelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

Jesus is a Teacher

John ¥ When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. '*> “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly
so, for that is what I am. ' Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. ** I have set
you an example that you should do as I have done for you. ' Very truly
I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger great-
er than the one who sent him. ' Now that you know these things, you
will be blessed if you do them.

Jesus is a Preacher

Mark '35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,
left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 3¢ Simon

56



Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions

and his companions went to look for him, ¥ and when they found him,
they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”  Jesus replied, “Let us
go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there
also. That is why I have come.” * So he traveled throughout Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

Jesus is God’s Son

Matthew 3'¢ As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.
At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God de-
scending like a dove and lighting on him. '7 And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Matthew 7! After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John
the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became as white as the light. * Just then there appeared
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. * Peter said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shel-
ters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” > While he was
still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.
Listen to him!”

2 Peter ¢ We did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eye-
witnesses of his majesty. '7 For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” '* We our-
selves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him
on the sacred mountain.

Luke *#! Every year Jesus parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the
Passover. © When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, ac-
cording to the custom. # After the Feast was over, while his parents were
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were
unaware of it. * Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a
day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.
% When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for

57



The Desires of Your Heart

him. % After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.
4 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and
his answers. “ When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father
and I have been anxiously searching for you.” # “Why were you search-
ing for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?” *° But they did not understand what he was saying to them. >
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. > And Jesus grew
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Jesus led many followers

John 7 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus
from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the
word. '* Many people, because they had heard that he had performed
this sign, went out to meet him. ' So the Pharisees said to one anoth-
er, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has
gone after him!”

Luke > Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds
of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. ' But
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Jesus knew his destiny

Luke 83! Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up
to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about
the Son of Man will be fulfilled. ** He will be handed over to the
Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him; they will flog
him and kill him. ** On the third day he will rise again.”

Jesus did not want to be crucified

Matthew ¢3¢ Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Geth-
semane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
% He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he
began to be sorrowful and troubled. 3 Then he said to them, “My soul
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is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and
keep watch with me.”

Matthew 2** Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground
and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from
me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

Luke **% Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disci-
ples followed him. % On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that
you will not fall into temptation.” #' He withdrew about a stone’s throw
beyond them, knelt down and prayed, > “Father, if you are willing,
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” ¥ An
angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  And being
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of

blood falling to the ground.

Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice to save those who
would believe

Mark ' When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with
James and John. # Jesus called them together and said, “You know that
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their high officials exercise authority over them. #* Not so with you. In-
stead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
4 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 4> For even the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”

John 3¢ “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.

Jesus declared Himself to be the Son of God

John %' “Woman,” Jesus replied, “a time is coming when you will wor-
ship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. > You Sa-
maritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know,
for salvation is from the Jews. 2 Yet a time is coming and has now come
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when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. ** God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” ?* The woman said,
“I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.” 2¢ Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking
to you—I am he.”

Luke ?*%¢ At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the
chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led
before them. ¢ “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” Jesus an-
swered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, ® and if I asked you, you
would not answer. ® But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated
at the right hand of the mighty God.” 7° They all asked, “Are you then
the Son of God:?” He replied, “You say that I am.”

John %3¢ “what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very
own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy
because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 3 Do not believe me unless I do the
works of my Father. *® But if I do them, even though you do not believe
me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the
Father is in me, and I in the Father.” * Again they tried to seize him,
but he escaped their grasp.

On the day of judgment Jesus will acknowledge His own
before God and the angels

Matthew '**® Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul
and body in hell. ? Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. ** And even
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. ** So don’t be afraid; you
are worth more than many sparrows. ** Whoever acknowledges me
before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 3
But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father
in heaven.

Revelation ** Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die,
for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. * Re-

member, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast, and
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repent. But if you do not wake up, [ will come like a thief, and you will
not know at what time I will come to you. # Yet you have a few people
in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me,
dressed in white, for they are worthy. > The one who is victorious will,
like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out that person from
the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my Father
and his angels. © Whoever has ears, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.

Jesus is the path to God

John '3 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are go-
ing, so how can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus answered, “I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.
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IN WHAT WAY HAS
JESUS BEEN MISUNDERSTOOD?

King Herod thought Jesus to be a reincarnation

Mark ¢* King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become
well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from
the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”
Others said, “He is Elijah.” And still others claimed, “He is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of long ago.” '® But when Herod heard this,
he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!”

Even some family members said He was crazy

Mark 32° Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so
that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. ! When his family
heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is
out of his mind.”

Jesus was called demon-possessed and a “mere man”

John " The Jews who heard these words were again divided. ** Many
of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to
him?” 2! But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed
by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

John 3! Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him,
but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the
Father. For which of these do you stone me?” »* “We are not stoning you
for any good work,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you,
a mere man, claim to be God.”
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Jesus was laughed at

Mark >%” He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and
John the brother of James. *® When they came to the home of the syn-
agogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. * He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and
wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” “° But they laughed at him.

Jesus offended some

Mark ¢! Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by
his disciples. > When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the syn-
agogue, and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did this man
get these things?” they asked. “What's this wisdom that has been given
him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? * Isn’t this
the carpenter? Isn't this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Ju-
das and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?” And they took offense
at him.
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WHO WERE THE DISCIPLES?

There were twelve disciples

Matthew ' Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them au-
thority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon (who is called Peter) and
his brother Andrew;

James son of Zebedee, and

his brother John;

3 Philip and

Bartholomew;

Thomas and

Matthew the tax collector;

James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot and

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

After Judas’ betrayal a replacement was chosen

Acts "' Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have
been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, ** be-
ginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from
us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”
% So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as
Justus) and Matthias. 2 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen * to take over this
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 2¢ Then
they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the
eleven apostles.
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WHAT IS THE GREAT
COMMISSION?

Jesus’ last instructions to His disciples prior to ascending
into Heaven is considered the Great Commission

Matthew 28 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heav-
en and on earth has been given to me. ' Therefore go and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, ? and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”
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WHAT DID JESUS COMMAND?

Jesus Himself challenges us
John '**> “If you love me, keep my commands.”

The last command called “The Great Commission” directs us to evangelize
the world and teach what Jesus commanded.

Matthew ¢ Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the moun-
tain where Jesus had told them to go. ' When they saw him, they wor-
shiped him; but some doubted. '® Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ' Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, *° and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

If we are Christians, if we profess to follow Christ and His teachings, then
we should learn what Jesus taught. What follows are the commands Jesus
gave us:

The first recorded command of Jesus is for all to repent

Matthew “'7 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

And Jesus taught the need for individual repentance throughout his ministry

Luke ! Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.
? Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you,
no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.
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Jesus was asked what are the two greatest
commandments

Jesus” reply, found in Matthew:

Matthew **%* Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Phar-
isees got together. ** One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with
this question:

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Matthew 2% Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  This is the
first and greatest commandment. * And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” “* All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.”

His reply, found again in Mark:

Mark %28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debat-
ing. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him,
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” ? “The
most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one. 3° Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.’ 3! The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

We are to learn from Jesus

Matthew '*® “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest. ?* Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. %
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Yoke: a wooden crosspiece that is fastened over the necks of two animals and
attached to the plow or cart that they are to pull
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We are to pray and never give up

Luke '*! Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that
they should always pray and not give up. > He said: “In a certain
town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people
thought. > And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him
with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.” * For some time
he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God
or care what people think, > yet because this widow keeps bothering me,
I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and
attack me!”” ¢ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.
7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you,
he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

The work of God is to keep faith

John “?* Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God
requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the
one he has sent.”

We are to trust in the light of the Lord

John '35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just
a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness
overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they
are going. 3 Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you
may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus
left and hid himself from them.

We are instructed to remain in the love of Jesus

John 5? “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain
in my love. ' If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. ' I
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete.”
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We must do whatever is necessary to get sin out of our life
From Matthew:

Matthew >%” “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit
adultery.” #® But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. ?* If your right
eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. * And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut
it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

From Mark, with a warning:

Mark *# “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe
in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were
hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea. ® If your
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire nev-
er goes out. ©* And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It
is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be
thrown into hell. ¥ And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than
to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,
them do not die, and the fire is not quenched.

where ‘the worms that eat

I»

As followers of Christ we are to turn the other cheek

Matthew >%® “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth
for tooth.” 3 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. *
And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your
coat as well. “! If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two
miles. *? Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from
the one who wants to borrow from you.”

Luke %*” “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, ?® bless those who curse you, pray for
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those who mistreat you. * If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn
to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold
your shirt from them. * Give to everyone who asks you, and if any-
one takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.”

We are not to fear man

Luke '** “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the
body and after that can do no more.”

We are to fear one

Luke 2% “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who,
after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”

In our fear we are to know God will protect us

Luke ¢ “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of
them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are
all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many spar-
rows.”

Have faith in God and do not let you heart be troubled

Mark "> “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. » “Truly I tell you,
if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and
does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will hap-
pen, it will be done for them. ?* Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask
for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
> And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone,
forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”

John ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;
believe also in me. ? In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not
so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. ?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you
to be with me that you also may be where [ am.”
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John 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 2 But the Advo-
cate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. ¥
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”

We are to be merciful

Luke %32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. 3* And if you do good to those
who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners” do that. 3
And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit
is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,” expecting to be repaid
in full. % But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them
without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the un-
grateful and wicked. 3¢ Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

We are not to judge others

Matthew 7! “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. * For in the same
way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you.”

We are not to worry

Matthew % “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life
more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? % Can any one of you by worrying add a single
hour to his life? 2 And why do you worry about clothes? See how the
flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. # Yet I tell you that
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 3° If
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and

tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
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you of little faith? 3 So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?’ or
“What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 3 For the pagans run
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. * But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well. 3* Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.”

Luke '*2* Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do
not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body,
what you will wear. » Life is more than food, and the body more than
clothes. ?* Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable
you are than birds! ?* Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
his life? 2 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry
about the rest?”

Luke *?” “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or
spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like
one of these. 8 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will
he clothe you—you of little faith! ? And do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. * For the pagan world
runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.
But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.”

Do not be greedy

Luke '*'* Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother
to divide the inheritance with me.” ' Jesus replied, “Man, who appoint-
ed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” *> Then he said to them,
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does
not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

Sell your possessions and give to the poor

Luke '?32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased
to give you the kingdom. 3 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.
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Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heav-
en that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. > For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

We are to feed the poor

Luke "2 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or
dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your rel-
atives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back
and so you will be repaid. "> But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, '* and you will be blessed.
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection
of the righteous.”

Do not seek recognition for your giving

Matthew %2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to
be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in
full. > But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, * so that your giving may be in secret.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”

We are to store heavenly treasures

Matthew " “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. 2° But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.
2! For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Jesus taught we are to pay taxes and tithe

Matthew **'> Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in
his words. '¢ They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians.
“Teacher,” they said, “we know you are a man of integrity and that you
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed
by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. ' Tell us then,
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what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or
not?”™ But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why
are you trying to trap me? '* Show me the coin used for paying the tax.”
They brought him a denarius, ?° and he asked them, “Whose image is
this? And whose inscription?” ! “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to
them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

Treat others the way you want to be treated

Luke ¥ “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those
who mistreat you. ?* If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them
the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt
from them. *® Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what
belongs to you, do not demand it back. > Do to others as you would
have them do to you.”

We are to make peace

Matthew >2 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and
there remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
24 Jeave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled
to them; then come and offer your gift.”

Mark *?° “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it

salty again? Have salt amoung yourselves, and be at peace with each
other.”

We are to love our enemies

Matthew *# “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.” * But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, #* that you may be children of your Father
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. * If you love those who love
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing
that? ¥ And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”
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Luke ¥ “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, ?® bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you. ?* If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to
them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your
shirt from him. % Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 3 Do to others as you
would have them do to you.”

Luke 3% “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners love those who love them. 3* And if you do good to those
who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34
And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in
full. * But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them
without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind
to the ungrateful and wicked. * Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.”

We should seek perfection in our love

Matthew >“ Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

We are to forgive our fellow man

Matthew '¥2! Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother or sister when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?” ?* Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times,
but seventy-seven times.”

Mark %> And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you
your sins.

Luke '7:? So watch yourselves. If your brother or sister sins against
you, rebuke them, and if they repent, forgive them. * Even if they sin
against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you
saying, “I repent,” you must forgive them.
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We are to seek the narrow gate

Matthew 7'? Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
4 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only
a few find it.

Luke 2?2 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as
he made his way to Jerusalem. ** Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a
few people going to be saved?” He said to them, ?* “Make every effort
to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to
enter and will not be able to.”

Watch out for false prophets

Matthew 7> Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. '¢ By their fruit you
will recognize them.

Matthew 2%* Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. °
For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘T am the Messiah,” and will
deceive many.”

Luke *'# He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many
will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,” and, “The time is near.” Do
not follow them. ®* When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be
frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come
right away.”

We are not to swear

Matthew >2* Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long
ago, “Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have
made.” 3 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it
is God’s throne; * or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Je-
rusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 3¢ And do not swear by
your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. > All
you need to say is simply “Yes” or”’No”; anything beyond this comes
from the evil one.

81



The Desires of Your Heart

No one is to be called ‘Father’ and no one is to be called
‘Instructor’

Matthew 2*® But you are not to be called “Rabbi,” for you have only
one Teacher and you are all brothers. > And do not call anyone on
earth “father,” for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. '° Nor
are you to be called ““instructor,” for you have one instructor, the

Messiah.

Do not divorce

Mark 5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you
this law,” Jesus replied. ¢ “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made
them male and female. 7 For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, ® and the two will become
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. * Therefore what
God has joined together, let no one separate.”

We are to love each other

John 33% A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. * By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

John 52 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
13 Greater love has no one than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. '* You are my friends if you do what I command. ** I no longer
call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my
Father I have made known to you. ' You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you so you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.
17 This is my command: Love each other.

Go into the world and preach

Mark ' He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to all creation. '* Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,

82



Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions

but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 7 And these signs will
accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons;
they will speak in new tongues; '® they will pick up snakes with their
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all;
they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”

Be obedient and humble servants to the Lord

Luke 77 Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the
sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field,
“Come along now and sit down to eat”? ® Would he not rather say,
“Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and
drink; after that you may eat and drink”? * Will he thank the servant
because he did what he was told to do? '° So you also, when you have
done everything you were told to do, should say, “We are unworthy
servants; we have only done our duty.”

John "> When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. '* “You call me “Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly
so, for that is what I am. '* Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. '* I have
set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. '® Very
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger
greater than the one who sent him. ' Now that you know these things,
you will be blessed if you do them.”

At all times be ready for Christ’s return

Luke '*35 Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, %
like servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet,
so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door
for him. % It will be good for those servants whose master finds them
watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve,
will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It
will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he
comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. ** But understand
this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
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coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. ** You also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when
you do not expect him.

Mark "33 Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the
owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at mid-
night, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 3 If he comes suddenly,
do not let him find you sleeping. ¥ What I say to you, I say to every-
one: “Watch!”

AS YOU ARE FORGIVEN
YOU MUST FORGIVE
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WHAT 1S
JESUS DOING NOW?

Jesus is with us

Matthew 26 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the moun-
tain where Jesus had told them to go. ' When they saw him, they wor-
shiped him; but some doubted. ' Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '* There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?* and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

Jesus also is in Heaven with God

Luke 2#°° When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lift-
ed up his hands and blessed them. > While he was blessing them, he
left them and was taken up into heaven. 3> Then they worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. > And they stayed continually
at the temple, praising God.

Mark %" After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. * Then the disciples
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.

Jesus is preparing a place for believers

John ! Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe
also in me. > My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for
you? * And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
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WHO KNOWS
WHEN JESUS WILL RETURN?

Only God Himself knows

Matthew 243¢ But about that day or hour no one knows, not even
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3 As it was in
the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. ? For
in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; ** and they
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took
them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. %
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. ! Two
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the
other left. © Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. #* But understand this: If the owner of the
house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would
have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So
you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you do not expect him.
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT
THE TIME OF JESUS' RETURN?

Jesus said watch for these signs

Mark ' As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to
him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent build-
ings!” 2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one
stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 3
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter,
James, John and Andrew asked him privately, * “Tell us, when will
these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all

about to be fulfilled?”

Mark '** Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.
¢ Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘T am he, and will deceive
many. ” When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. ® Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earth-
quakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth
pains.

Mark **® You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the
local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you
will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. '° And the
gospel must first be preached to all nations. ' Whenever you are ar-
rested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say.
Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but
the Holy Spirit.

Mark 2 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his
child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put
to death. '* Everyone will hate you because of me, but he who stands
firm to the end will be saved.
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Mark *'4 When you see “the abomination that causes desolation”
standing where it does not belong— let the reader understand—then
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. > Let no one on the
roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. '¢ Let
no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 7 How dreadful it will be in
those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! '® Pray that this
will not take place in winter, ' because those will be days of distress
unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until
now—and never to be equaled again. *° If the Lord had not cut short
those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom
he has chosen, he has shortened them. ?! At that time if anyone says to
you, “Look, here is the Messiah!” or, “Look, there he is!” do not believe
it. # For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform
signs and miracles to deceive, if possible, even the elect. * So be on
your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.

Mark *?* But in those days, following that distress, “the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; * the stars will fall from
the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.” 2 At that time peo-
ple will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. 77 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.

Mark '32% Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs
get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. %
Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near,
right at the door. * Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not
pass away until all these things have happened. *' Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Peter wrote about the time of Jesus’ return

2 Peter ** Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. * They will say,
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” > But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and
the earth was formed out of water and by water. ¢ By these waters also

92



Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions

the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

2 Peter *# But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a
day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance.

2 Peter *'° But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire,
and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.

And Paul wrote to Timothy about Jesus’ return

2 Timothy *' But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last
days. * People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, ? with-
out love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lov-
ers of the good, * treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rath-
er than lovers of God— * having a form of godliness but denying its
power. Have nothing to do with such people. ¢ They are the kind who
worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who
are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires,
7 always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.
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WHAT ARE WE TO DO UNTIL
JESUS RETURNS?

Watch, be patient, and stand firm

Mark *32 But about that day or hour, no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. ** Be on guard!
Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 3 It’s like a man
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each
with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.

Mark '*3 Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the
owner of the house will come back— whether in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 3¢ If he comes sud-
denly, do not let him find you sleeping. ¥ What I say to you, I say to
everyone: “Watch!”

James >7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming,.
See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop patiently
waiting for the autumn and spring rains. ® You too, be patient and
stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. > Don’t grumble against
one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is
standing at the door!
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WHAT SHOULD | WORRY ABOUT?

Jesus told us of the foolishness of worry

Matthew “* Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more important than food, and the body more important than
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? ?” Can any one of you by worrying
add a single hour to his life? *® And why do you worry about clothes?
See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. # Yet I
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one
of these. 3 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more
clothe you—you of little faith? *' So do not worry, saying, “What
shall we eat?” or ““What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”
32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. ** But seek first his kingdom and his righ-
teousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 3 There-
fore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Cane Creek Church
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WHAT TYPE OF TREASURE
SHOULD | SEEK?

Jesus told us to look to heaven

Matthew ' Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. ?° But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and ver-
min do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. *' For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT
THE HOLY SPIRIT?

A psalmist wrote about the Holy Spirit

Psalm > Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. ' Do not cast me from your presence or take your
Holy Spirit from me. '> Restore to me the joy of your salvation and
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

The Holy Spirit conceived Christ in Mary

Matthew '8 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet he did not
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her qui-
etly. 2 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 2! She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

The Holy Spirit is sent by God and lives within Christians

John 5 If you love me, keep my commands. '® And I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you forever— 7 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you.

1 Corinthians *!¢ Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s tem-
ple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 7 If anyone destroys
God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred,
and you together are that temple.
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The Holy Spirit comes to Christians

Acts *%8 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. * The promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our

God will call.”

1 Corinthians '*'? Just as a body, though one, has many parts; but
all its many parts form one body. So it is with Christ. ' For we were
all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

The Spirit is a Counselor and Teacher
John %25 All this I have spoken while still with you. 2 But the Ad-

vocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.

John %2 T have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come. '* He will glorify me because
it is from me that he will receive what he will make known unto you. **
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will
receive from me what he will make it known to you.

1 Corinthians *° However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen,
what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”—the
things God has prepared for those who love him—these are the things
God has revealed to us by the Spirit.

1 Corinthians *'° these are the things God has revealed it to us by his

Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. '
For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them?
In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God. ' What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God
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has freely given us. ' This is what we speak, not in words taught us by
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritu-
al realities with Spirit-taught words. '* The person without the Spirit
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but con-
siders them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit. ° The person with the Spirit makes
judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely
human judgments.

The Holy Spirit confirms Christ is Lord

John 26 When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father— he will
testify about me.

1 Corinthians '*' Now about spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do
not want you to be uninformed. ?> You know that when you were pa-
gans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute
idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by
the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit provides spiritual gifts

1 Corinthians '** There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
distributes them. > There are different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. ¢ There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work.

1 Corinthians '*” Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good. ® To one there is given through the Spirit
the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means
of the same Spirit, ® to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by that one Spirit, '° to another miraculous powers, to an-
other prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpre-
tation of tongues. ' All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,
and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
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The Holy Spirit inspires specific character traits in
Christians

Galatians >?* But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbear-
ance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, ** gentleness and self-con-
trol. Against such things there is no law. 2 Those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. * Since we
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 2 Let us not
become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

Ephesians >'> Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as
wise, ¢ making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.
¥ Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit. ' Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to
the Lord, *° always giving thanks to God the Father for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT?

The Holy Spirit living within us should be visible by what
grows in us

Galatians >2? But the fruit of the Spirit is:
Love,
Joy,
Peace,
Forbearance,
Kindness,
Goodness,
Faithfulness,
Gentleness and
Self-control
Against such things there is no law. 2 Those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ?* Since we live by

the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. > Let us not become
conceited, provoking and envying each other.
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WHAT ARE
THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS?

We each receive gifts for the common good

1 Corinthians '*' Now about spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I
do not want you to be uninformed. * You know that when you were
pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute
idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by
the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. * There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit distributes them. > There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord. ¢ There are different kinds of working, but
in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. & To
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another
the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, ® to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
19 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another dis-
tinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. '* All these
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each
one, just as he determines.

Seek to excel in gifts that build up the Church

1 Corinthians '*! Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual
gifts, especially prophecy.

1 Corinthians %2 So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritu-
al gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.

1 Corinthians %?¢ What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When
you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction,
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a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done
so that the church may be built up. * If anyone speaks in a tongue,
two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone
must interpret. ?® If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep qui-

et in the church and speak to himself and God.

Understand we do not all have the same gifts

Romans '*? For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of your-
self with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God
has distributed to each of you. # Just as each of us has one body with
many members, and these members do not all have the same function,
> so in Christ we though many, form one body, and each member be-
longs to all the others. ¢ We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with
your faith. 7 If it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; ®
if it is encouraging, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY
ABOUT LOVE?

The wise ponder the abounding love of the Lord

Psalm 73 Let the one who is wise heed these things and ponder the
loving deeds of the LORD.

Psalm %" You, LORD, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to
all who call to you.

God Himself told us of His love

Exodus 35 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there
with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. ¢ And he passed in
front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compas-
sionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wick-
edness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;
he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to
the third and fourth generation.”

Love is most important

Galatians >¢ For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircum-
cision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing
itself through love.

God’s love is great

1 John ' See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!

Psalm '3°7 Israel put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is
unfailing love and with him is full redemption.
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The Desires of Your Heart

Romans >¢ You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

We should love the Lord

Deuteronomy “* Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one. > Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength.

Matthew **%7 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” * This is the
first and greatest commandment.

The Lord’s love is everlasting
1 Chronicles '3 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love

endures forever.

Psalm '%'7 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is
with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s

children—

The Lord’s love never fails
Psalm %*'° Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’s unfailing

love surrounds the one who trusts in him.

Psalm 33 The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full
of his unfailing love.

Psalm 3¢° Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithful-
ness to the skies.

Psalm 2 Test me, LORD, and try me, examine my heart and my
mind; 3 for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love and
have lived in reliance on your faithfulness
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Psalm 3% The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full
of his unfailing love.

The strength of God’s love surpasses all

Romans %38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, ¥ neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Paul tells the Corinthians about love—this is known as the
‘Love Chapter’ of the Bible

1 Corinthians *! If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but
have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowl-
edge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have
love, I am nothing. ? If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my
body to hardship that I may boast, but have not love, I gain nothing.
* Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. ° It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ¢ Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. ® Love never fails. But where
there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ? For we know in
part and we prophesy in part, ' but when completion comes, what is
in part disappears. ' When [ was a child, I talked like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the
ways of childhood behind me. ' For now we see but only a reflection
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then
I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. '* And now these three
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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The Desires of Your Heart

Our love for one another makes God’s love for us complete

1 John %7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. ®
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. °
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him. ' This is love: not
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. ! Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. > No one has ever seen God; but if we
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in
us.

T ——
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

_LOVE IS THE
SAVING GRACE

OF OUR EXISTENCE

116



Scriptural Answers to Biblical Questions

—

T

iy sumv SCHOOL 945 ORN HID 11:0
('8  WEDNESDAY MEETING 5:00 sumﬁﬁemﬁs s.og
N

LET NO MAN PULL
YOU S0 LOW ASTO
HATEHIM.  MLK

117



NEW BETHEL
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School
10:00 am

118



SHOULD WE TITHE?

Definition

Tithe: to pay or give a tenth part of ones income or produce especially for
the support of the church

Do not steal from God

Malachi *# Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask,
“How are we robbing you?” In tithes and offerings. ® You are under a
curse—your whole nation— because you are robbing me. '° Bring the
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.

A challenge from God

Malachi *'° “Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. " I will pre-
vent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will
not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. ' “Then
all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,”
says the LORD Almighty.

Give with joy!

2 Corinthians > Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. ® And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at
all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
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HOW SHOULD WE LOOK AT LIFE?

Life has its seasons

Ecclesiastes *' There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under heaven:

* a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to
uproot,

3a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to

build,

“a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to
dance,

>a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace
and a time to refrain from embracing,

%a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to
throw away,

7a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to

speak,

%a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

Our time on earth is limited and our lives are not long
remembered

Psalm '%%'> The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flow-
er of the field; ' the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place
remembers it no more.
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King Solomon’s conclusion on the matter —
Our whole duty

Ecclesiastes *'° Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is nei-
ther working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.

Ecclesiastes '%!3 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the
matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty
of all mankind.

For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden
thing, whether it is good or evil.
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HOW CAN | KNOW IF SOMEONE
IS A CHRISTIAN?

It is important to know the hearts of those around you.
All you need do is ask: Are you a Christian? Then listen to
what is said

1 John #' Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have
gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, ? but every spirit that does not acknowledge Je-
sus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have
heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

1 Thessalonians >'? Do not quench the Spirit’s fire; ° do not treat
prophecies with contempt *' but test them all; hold on to good. *
Reject every kind of evil.
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ARE ANGELS REAL?

Angels were present before the creation of the world

Job 3#! Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: 2 “Who
is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? * Brace
yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. *
Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you
understand. > Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who
stretched a measuring line across it? © On what were its footings set, or
who laid its cornerstone— 7 while the morning stars sang together

and all the angels shouted for joy?”

Angels brought death to the Egyptians

Psalm 74 He unleashed against them his hot anger, his wrath, indigna-
tion and hostilitcy— a band of destroying angels. > He prepared a path
for his anger; he did not spare them from death but gave them over to
the plague. ' He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, the first fruits

of manhood in the tents of Ham.

Angels can also be our guardians

Psalm %7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them.

Psalm *'!! For he will command his angels concerning you to guard
you in all your ways;

Daniel ¢?' Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 2> My God
sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not
hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever
done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”
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Angels are servants of God

Psalm '%?° Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who
do his bidding, who obey his word.

Bidding: an authoritative direction or instruction to do something

In the endtimes, angels will destroy all who cause sin and
do evil

Matthew 3° As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it
will be at the end of the age. ! The Son of Man will send out his angels,
and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin
and all who do evil. * They will throw them into the blazing furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righ-
teous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever
has ears, let them hear.

Angels rejoice when sinners repent

Luke '>® Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t
she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?
? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and
says, “Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.” '° In the same way,
I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.

Angels are the escort to the afterlife

Luke "2 The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried
him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In Ha-
des, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away,
with Lazarus by his side. 2 So he called to him, “Father Abraham, have
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.”
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Angels do not die

Luke 2°3* Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given
in marriage. * But those who are considered worthy of taking part in
that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor
be given in marriage, * and they can no longer die; for they are like
the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the
resurrection.”

Angels may masquerade as people

Hebrews ! Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. > Do not
forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people
have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. > Continue to
remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison,
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.

Over one-hundred-million angels

Revelation >'' Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the
elders. ' In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and
honor and glory and praise!”
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CAN | MAKE IT AS A CHRISTIAN?

We will grow tired and we may stumble

Isaiah “*3° Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stum-
ble and fall; 3! but those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Paul, fully understanding the power of God, summed it up

Romans #3! What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God
is for us, who can be against us?

Romans #% No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. *® For I am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the fu-
ture, nor any powers, >’ neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We are promised no temptation is too great to overcome

1 Corinthians '*'2 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful
that you don’t fall! ** No temptation has overtaken you except what
is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he
will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
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50 HOW SHOULD |
LIVE MY LIFE?

Offer yourself to God

Romans “'* Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument
of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have
been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to
him as an instrument of righteousness. '* For sin shall no longer be
your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

Romans '*! Therefore, [ urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.

Do not repay evil for evil

Romans *'7 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what
is right in the eyes of everyone. '*If it is possible, as far as it depends
on you, live at peace with everyone. ' Do not take revenge, my dear
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. ?* On the contrary: “If your enemy
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” ! Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Clothe yourself with Jesus

Romans '* ' Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
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Know that your body is a temple

1 Corinthians *'® Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person
commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against
their own body. ** Do you not know that your bodies are a temple of
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?
You are not your own; 2 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor

God with your body.

Do not be partners with unbelievers

2 Corinthians ' Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For
what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fel-
lowship can light have with darkness? ' What harmony is there be-
tween Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with
an unbeliever? ' What agreement is there between the temple of God
and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I
will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and
they will be my people.”

2 Corinthians “'” Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate,
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” '* And
“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,”
says the Lord Almighty.” 7! Therefore, since we have these promises,
dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates
body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

Ephesians >? But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these
are improper for God’s holy people. * Nor should there be obscenity,
foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanks-
giving. > For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy per-
son—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and of God. ¢ Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedi-
ent. ” Therefore do not be partners with them.
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Live as children of light

Ephesians >® For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light ® (for the fruit of the light consists in
all goodness, righteousness and truth) '° and find out what pleases the
Lord. ' Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness,
but rather expose them. '* For it is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret.

Settle disputes outside of court

Matthew > “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is tak-
ing you to court. Do it while you are still on the way, or your adver-
sary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over
to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.”

Paul wrote of lawsuits

1 Corinthians *' If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare
take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the LORD’s
people? 2 Or do you not know that the LORD’s people will judge the
world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to
judge trivial cases? > Do you not know that we will judge angels? How
much more the things of this life! * Therefore, if you have disputes about
such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is
scorned in the church? ® I say this to shame you. Is it possible that
there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between
believers? ¢ But instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in
front of unbelievers! 7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you
means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather
be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? ® Instead, you yourselves cheat
and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.

Work to please the Holy Spirit within you

Galatians *” Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps
what he sows. # Whoever sows to please their flesh, from their flesh will
reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit
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will reap eternal life. ° Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. ' Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

Our work has been prepared for Us

Ephesians *® For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— ® not by works, so that
no one can boast. !° For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Je-
sus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Do not give the devil a foothold

Ephesians “?> Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak
truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 2¢ “In
your anger do not sin:” Do not let the sun go down while you are
still angry,  and do not give the devil a foothold.

Wear the full armor of God

Ephesians '° Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
1 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against
the devil’s schemes. '* For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand. '* Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, '
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel
of peace. ' In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 7 Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. '® And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the LORD’s people.
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Be holy in all you do

1 Thessalonians *3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that
you should avoid sexual immorality; * that each of you should learn to
control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, * not in
passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; ¢ and that in this
matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or a sister.
The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you
and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but
to live a holy life. ® Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not
reject 2 human being but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

1 Peter "'? Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set
your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is
revealed at his coming. '* As obedient children, do not conform to
the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. > But just as
he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; ' for it is written:
“Be holy, because I am holy.”

Train yourself

1 Timothy *” Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’
tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. ® For physical training is of
some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for
both the present life and the life to come.

Grasp your eternal life

1 Timothy ®'' But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. '?
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.

2 Timothy *" Do your best to present yourself to God as one ap-
proved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of truth. '* Avoid godless chatter, because those who
indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.
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Avoid the ungodly

2 Timothy *?? Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness,
faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a
pure heart. * Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid ar-
guments, because you know they produce quarrels. 2* And the Lord’s
servant must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to everyone, able
to teach, not resentful. » Opponents must be gently instructed, in the
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge
of the truth, 2¢ and that they will come to their senses and escape from
the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

2 Timothy *' But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last
days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, ?
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal,
not lovers of the good, * treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of plea-
sure rather than lovers of God— > having a form of godliness but
denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.

Persevere

Hebrews %22 |et us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the
full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us
from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.
2 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who prom-
ised is faithful. ?* And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds,  not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 3> So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly
rewarded. % You need to persevere so that when you have done the
will of God, you will receive what he has promised.

Fix your eyes upon Jesus

Hebrews '*! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
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easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. * Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.

Continually praise God

Hebrews '**> Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God
a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.
16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

Do more than just listen

James " My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone
should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry,
2 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God
desires. ?! Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can
save you. > Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive your-
selves. Do what it says. > Anyone who listens to the word but does not
do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror > and,
after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he
looks like. 2 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives
freedom, and continues in it, not forgetting what he has heard, but do-
ing it— they will be blessed in what they do.

Take action

James *'* What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims
to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? > Suppose a
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. '® If one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? 7 In the same way, faith by
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
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Get closer to God and He will get closer to you

ames *7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
Y

flee from you. ® Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash

your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. ®

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your

joy to gloom. ' Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift

you up.

Remember who controls your future

James %> Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.”
4 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then van-
ishes. ** Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that.” '® As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All
such boasting is evil. 7 If anyone, then, knows the good he ought to do
and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.

Love one another deeply as you crave pure spiritual milk

1 Peter '*2 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply,
from the heart. * For you have been born again, not of perishable seed,
but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. *
For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the

field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, ?* but the word of the Lord
endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.

1 Peter *! Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypoc-
risy, envy, and slander of every kind. ? Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,
% now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Abstain from sinful desires

1 Peter "' Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain
from sinful desires, which war against your soul. '* Live such good
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lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

Use your gifts to serve others

1 Peter *7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober
mind so that you may pray. ® Above all, love each other deeply, be-
cause love covers over a multitude of sins. °* Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling. ' Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms. ' If anyone speaks, they should do it as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with
the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and
ever. Amen.

Place your burdens at God’s feet

1 Peter > Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,
that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him
because he cares for you. ® Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. ’
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family
of believers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of suf-
ferings. '* And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you
and make you strong, firm and steadfast. ' To him be the power forever
and ever. Amen.

Add to your faith

2 Peter ' His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. * Through these he has given us his very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. > For
this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and
to goodness, knowledge; ¢ and to knowledge, self-control; and to
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self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. ® For if
you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you
from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. ° But whoever does not have them is nearsighted
and blind, and forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past
sins. ' Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to con-
firm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will
never stumble, ' and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Become one who lives forever

1 John ** Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. '¢ For everything in
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of his eyes and the pride of
life—comes not from the Father but from the world. ' The world and
its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

Continue in Christ

1 John %28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when
he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his
coming.

Build yourself up in faith

Jude "?° But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,. ' keep yourselves
in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
bring you to eternal life.

Jude *2 Be merciful to those who doubt; ** save others by snatching
them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating
even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.

Romans '*® Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what
is good. ' Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one
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another above yourselves. ' Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. '* Be joyful in hope, patient in afflic-
tion, faithful in prayer. '* Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality. * Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse. > Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing
to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

Philippians “* Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. © Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Set your hearts on things above

Colossians *! Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of
God. ? Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. * For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. * When
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory. > Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earth-
ly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed,
which is idolatry. ¢ Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You
used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. ® But now you
must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips. * Do not lie to each other,
since you have taken off your old self with its practices ' and have put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of
its Creator. ' Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and pa-
tience. '* Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. '
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together
in perfect unity. '> Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since
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as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. *¢

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom, through psalms, hymns and
songs from the Spirit singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 7
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Be joyful always and pray continually

1 Thessalonians >'* Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to respect
those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and
who admonish you. * Hold them in the highest regard in love because
of their work. Live in peace with each other. ** And we urge you, broth-
ers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. > Make sure
that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what
is good for each other and for everyone else. ' Rejoice always, 17 pray
continually, '® give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus. " Do not quench the Spirit. * Do not treat
prophecies with contempt ' but test them all; hold on to what is good,
22 reject every kind of evil.

Obey the laws of the land

Titus 3! Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to
be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, ? to slander no one,
to be peaceable and considerate, and always be gentile towards everyone.

Hebrews '*'7 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their
authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for
that would be of no benefit to you.

1 Peter *'* Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human
authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, ' or to
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and
to commend those who do right. ' For it is God’s will that by doing
good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. '¢ Live as free
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people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s
slaves. 7 Show proper respect to everyone: love the family of believers,
fear God, honor the emperor.

Encourage one another daily

Hebrews *'2 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful,
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. '* But encour-
age one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none
of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. '* We have come to
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the
very end.

Have pure and faultless religion

James '?¢ Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep
a tight rein on their tongues, deceive themselves, and their religion is
worthless. 7 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and fault-
less is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to

keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

Finally, seek to inherit your blessing!

1 Peter ># Finally, all of you, be like-minded; be sympathetic, love one
another, be compassionate and humble. > Do not repay evil with
evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing,
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

Philippians “® Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatev-
er is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things. * Whatever you have learned or received or
heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of
peace will be with you.
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THE 23 PsaLMm
A psaLM OF DaviD
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1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,

he leads me beside quiet waters,

3 he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths

for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD

forever.
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AFTERTHOUGHT

C=0<———————————

has been for the last six or seven years. My children have grown
and gone and I spent most of my time working “from can to can’t”
servicing and selling foreclosed residential properties for the Federal
National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae) in a seven county region
of northeast Alabama. There has not been time for much more. Things
changed in my home, and at my church, and I stopped teaching Sunday

-I-HESE DAYs [ tell folks I am a “Fannie Mae Foot Soldier” and so it

School several years ago.
Today life spins on.

Together, we all spin around on the Earth’s axis as we revolve around
the sun. What an incredible set of exact conditions enables continued
life on this planet! It has gone on this way for millennia. I suspect, life
will continue on far longer than you or I will be around to witness.

Life spins on for me individually. When I was younger, I thought
it was three B’s which kept me spinning: the bills, babies and burdens.
Now, I realize my spinning was (and is) the result from a lack of focus
and improper prioritization, which hamper and confuse me.

I have bills for sure; they come each month like the ocean tide. The
bills come in and the money goes out. I have somehow found ways to
keep most of my creditors happy but not a way to dig out of the finan-
cial mess I made; the spinning never stops.

Throughout all this spinning, I have picked up and put aside this
book project for the last ten years. I think of it as the single most im-
portant thing I have to offer; yet, I have also allowed myself to lose focus
and turn away from it many times.

But, I did persist. I received encouragement and advice, and there
have been frustrations and disappointments.

Dorsey White, the beloved former pastor of a small Methodist
church in Wedowee, gave me the greatest compliment of all who have
read my efforts. I gave him an early draft copy at an annual “Third Sun-
day of May Decoration Day” church homecoming. The church, Union
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Hill Methodist, is where my grandmother attended church, and where
I have been going those third Sundays of May all my life. Pastor White
called on a hot August night to say “I have read through your book
cover to cover, and I can find nothing wrong with it.”

Pastor White died a few years ago. He was an awesome man of God
who preached fire and brimstone, along with grace and forgiveness, as
well as any preacher I've ever heard. His “endorsement” of my work
kept me pursuing this project as much as anything else.

Another motivator has been the ignorance most folks have of the
Bible and Biblical teaching. The best example I can give is a reference
of a YouTube video from the September 28th, 2007 Democratic Pres-
idential candidates debate. Near the end of the debate the contenders
were asked to name their favorite Bible verse. Judge for yourself how the
eight folks wishing to lead the most powerful nation on Earth, includ-
ing our current President Barack Obama, stumbled and failed to name
even one “favorite” verse.

I hope this book will be delivered to all members of the United
States Congress. I think the elected officials of our government should
be without excuse when it comes to knowledge of our God. I believe
this book will be translated into multiple languages including Chinese.
Millions of Chinese people hunger to understand God’s word.

I believe if we are to survive on this planet, we must join together and
embrace God’s love. Folks of all religions should live peacefully under
the umbrella of love. We should communicate, unite, and fight against
the masked faces of evil which terrorize the world today.

In the United States, we must pour out God’s love on one another.
We should embrace people who have found their way to our country,
but we must also educate and teach these folks of the greatness and
goodness of our country. This greatness and goodness formed almost
two hundred fifty years ago when it was written:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”
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And much later, we adopted this as our national motto:

IN GOD WE TRUST
And so it has been. And Good Lord willing, so shall it be.

Now more than ever, this country and this world need to understand
our God. I hope this book helps, I hope you help as well; share God’s

word and love!
God is love.

I shall conclude by explaining the photos of church signs found
throughout this book. I am an avid church sign reader. I have gained
much wisdom from church signs through the years.

My mom was a big time prayer warrior. Her prayers have wrapped a
cloak of protection around me that guards me still today; however, my
mom was a worrier. It was, I thought, her only true character flaw. She
worried about me more than any other matter. It almost drove me crazy.

My mom was a God-fearing woman, and the worry thing bothered
me greatly. Then, one day, on a church marquee I read:

WORRY IS ABUSE OF THE IMAGINATION

Yes! That is so true. I could not wait to tell my mom. When we
WoITy, we project a negative outcome on a future event. We might
imagine the worst possible outcomes without considering the love and
faithfulness and care and compassion our God has for us all!

I was hooked. I cannot pass a church sign without slowing down to
read it. My mom’s reply to it all was “Just remember, David, put feet to
your prayers,” and we should. Gosh, I miss her.

[ have another personal testimony about church sign wisdom. At the
height of my distress over a troubled real estate development, I was in
battle with a regional bank. Its special assets manager and an attorney
were boxing mom and me into a corner, eventually requiring us to lig-
uidate the development at a huge loss.

The development needed a white knight investor to help us through
the matter. I contacted every individual I thought could help us and
might benefit by becoming the investor. It was 2007, and the real estate
industry along with the financial world were on the verge of the largest
bust since the Great Depression. There was no one willing and able to
help. I was angry, scared, and seemingly without hope.
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For the first time in my life, I fantasized about killing someone. Hon-
estly, it was that bad. I thought about “going postal” on the banker and
lawyer and any collateral damage that might occur. We employed an
attorney at the time, who said of those on the other side, “I like them,
but they are a bunch of blood-sucking SOBs.”

My thought was simple. They should die. I would do the world a
favor by blowing us all up, right there on the 34th floor of the lawyer’s
conference room. I'd let the debris fall to the street, and the newspapers
would tell the story of the customer they had pushed too far. It was a
very dark time in my life. The southern rock group The Driveby Truck-
ers released a song around this time entitled “Sinkhole.” It made perfect
sense to me.

Then, driving down US Highway 21 to Montgomery for some
matter, | saw a sign on a small, country church:

GOD HAS FORGIVEN YOU
NOW CAN YOU FORGIVE OTHERS

Forgive? Are you kidding me? I imagined killing those banker folks.
I never once thought about forgiving them. But, as I traveled on down
the highway, a real peace came upon me. A peace I had not felt in a very
long time. A peace that surpasses all understanding. The peace of God’s
forgiveness. God has forgiven me and continues to forgive me. It is not
deserved. I do not understand it, I only believe it. Yes, I am forgiven,
and yes, I can, and will, and did forgive others.

Hallelujah! My life changed. We agreed to liquidate the develop-
ment. We moved on. Yes, it all hurt, and yes, in a real way, I continue to
suffer from the financial loss, but I have forgiven those who were doing
their assigned job for the bank.

Rebecca Price is one of the individuals who helped me with the de-
sign of this book. She gave me excellent advice including to number
the questions, start each question as a new chapter, and to illustrate
the book in some manner. I told her of my love of church signs and
the wisdom they convey. She suggested church signs might become my
illustrations.
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So, for the past two years as I drove around on Fannie Mae assign-
ments, | stopped and photographed church signs that spoke to me.
It seemed as though I waited forever to take the first photo. I missed
many. | thought I was either too busy to stop or I could get the photo
next time I passed. The first sign I photograph was not even a church
sign. It was a free standing reader board that read:

THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE EVERYWHERE
BEHOLDING THE EVIL AND THE GOOD.

And it occurred to me God was watching me, and my time was
running out. I stopped, snapped the photo, and went on about my way.
One of the last signs I photographed read

GOD GAVE YOU A MESSAGE TO SHARE
DO NOT KEEP IT TO YOURSELF

My message. Delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires
of your heart!

God is love.

May you live long, love hard, and always seek the word of God as
your guide. May Peace and Love be with you always.

David Dethrage
6.7.2015

153



GREENBRIER ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST

LK

hiH

O ol i o




AFTERTHOUGHT
2.0

went away. Those who worked with me went away. My efforts to

MY, MY, HOW GOD HAS CHANGED ME. My Fannie Mae business

promote the first edition of this book failed miserably.

I was confused and dug myself into a deep hole of isolation. I allowed
my mind to become consumed with my personal issues and the desires

of my flesh.

After a season, I learned I could give this book away with great joy in
my heart. Still, I was not able to progress in my efforts to get this book
to our government’s leadership.

My frustrations compounded my lack of confidence and self-esteem.
I dug deeper into my hole.

The events impacting our county including the Pandemic and Janu-
ary 6th Capital Riot further discouraged me.

I allowed my relationship with my wife to deteriorate beyond *my*

ability to fix.

Folks, I honestly believe God “disciplined” me. It came as a knock-
out blow to my ego and as a wrecking ball to all I built my life upon.

Since my junior year at the University of Alabama, I knew what
mattered to me most was “family.” I knew I wanted to have a glorious
family and God Blessed me with the best.

I am ashamed to admit I sailed through most of life’s important
decisions without seeking God’s counsel.

Those who know me well can testify I have always struggled with
multiple aspects of my life.

My work, my finances, and my relationships have all suffered tre-
mendously due to my failure to seek God on a daily basis. Still, there
was enough “success” for me to hang my hat upon the idea that I was
special.
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I was as prideful as a man can get concerning my family and my
sweet God-sent angel of a wife. Sure, there were aspects which troubled
me, but still I knew I was Blessed, and I also knew those troubling as-
pects were all of my creation.

[ felt I was “getting what I deserved” related to the negative issues.
T Tk

Sadly, I was confident have

tried to fix my problems.

could fix my problems. All my life

I rarely sought God’s guidance for any of them.

I have prayed to and proclaimed God throughout my adult life, yet
I failed to seek His guidance on a routine basis.

For the last several years, | was in a severe downward spiral.

I have no doubt I was headed for imminent self-destruction.

On April 27th, my beautiful wife told me she was leaving me.

In the following six days I slept a total of 14 hours and lost 18 pounds.

I spent days and nights wailing as I watched my wife leaving, yet I
saw God was revealing Himself to me throughout her departure. I knew
what was happening to my marriage was a “God-thing.”

At 3:30 a.m. on Monday, May 3rd, I found myself in a horrific state.
I had just failed in my attempt to connect with the National Crisis Line
before I finally cried out to our Lord.

I pleaded with God to give me *thoughts* that would allow me to
move forward with my life. I knew I was incapable of producing those
thoughts myself.

Instantly, I was able to find sleep, and things happened immediately.

The first thing which happened was God gave me a giant magnifying
glass and told me to take a close look at myself.

When I did, I saw the isolated, sin-filled, prideful, arrogant man I
had made of myself.

I saw my lifetime of sin and a lifetime of failing to seek God’s guid-
ance on critical issues.

I saw myself swimming alone in a cesspool which was the dark hole
of my life resulting from my decades-long withdrawal from friends and
family.
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I was ashamed, disgusted, and fearful for my life.
God showed me *I* was incapable of fixing myself.

God did not mock me. He did not taunt or tease me, nor did He
reject me.

God picked me up, brought me into His loving arms and began to
cleanse me.

God cleansed me.

He showed me how my “withdrawal” coping-mechanism had resulted
in me living my life mostly alone.

God showed me my failure to ever come before Him broken and
begging for salvation.

I thought I “had it.”

Maybe I did have salvation. I believe I did. God showed me early
Monday morning and the following days that I never properly Glorified
Him, nor did I apply basic Biblical teaching to my everyday life.

No wonder I sailed my beautiful tall ship (my family) into the rocks
just as a category five hurricane hit.

I had spent decades trying to make it through life without God’s
guidance.

Good Lord willing, all that is over now.
[ am a new, different and determined person.

I pray I always remain this way. Every day I ask God to use me as He
desires.

My hope is my failures will be a warning to those who will listen.
God is love, and God loves each one of us.

But God is just, and He will not tolerate sin without rebuke.

God commands us to love one another.

If you are not doing so today, please begin now to seek God’s guid-
ance for your life.

The promises of God are many. His Words are Truth and your life
will be Blessed beyond your ability to imagine if you simply . . .

Believe in Christ,
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Keep Faith,

Study the Bible, and

Apply His Word to your life!
I also know this . . .

WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.
God Loves us all. God is Glorious.

God’s Love never fails!

God has Blessed our nation greatly and He has Blessed me individ-
ually.

God wants us all to know . . .
ACTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES.

Today, in my eyes, I have lost almost everything 1 worked for and
valued.

Except, not really.
[ have found God’s truth and direction as it relates to my daily life.

I have found new determination to do all as God places upon my
heart to accomplish.

I do not know the future, but I know my family is in God’s hands.

My hope is by sharing my personal stories you will somehow benefit
in a manner which draws you personally closer to God.

Please understand evil is alive and well in our world.
God is Love.

God Loves you, and God Loves US.

May God Bless you; may God Bless US.

May God’s Love, our love for Him, and our love for one another
fill our great United States of America.

I believe it is our only hope.

David Dethrage
6.7.2021
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MISSION STATEMENT

The opposite of love is evil.
God is love.
Christ commanded us to love God and love one another.

Matthew 22: 36—40

My hope is God will use this book and our efforts
to bring the leaders and the people of the United States

together under the banner of love.

That is one tall hope, but I know
With God All Things Are Possible.

Mark 10:27
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To send comments or if you'd like a FREE electronic copy
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thedesiresofyourheart.com

Printed copies available on Amazon.com

Facebook.com/thedesiresofyourheartbook





