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12/31/21, 10:51 AM codyhart.org Mail - Records Request 21-0823

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f0ee05d8c1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1718781113892005869&simpl=msg-f%3A17187811138… 1/1

Cody Hart <info@codyhart.org>

Records Request 21-0823 
1 message

LFWorkflow@co.skagit.wa.us <LFWorkflow@co.skagit.wa.us> Fri, Dec 10, 2021 at 9:30 AM
Reply-To: publicrecordsofficer@co.skagit.wa.us
To: info@codyhart.org

*** DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL *** 

Dear Cody Hart 

Skagit County has received your records request 21-0823 dated 12/10/2021.  

Staff will be in contact with you within the next 5 business days. If you have an immediate question please contact me. 

Cori Russell 

Public Records Officer 
Corir@co.skagit.wa.us 
(360) 416-1154 

Summary of Request 

Phone - 3609820928 

Request 
For the 2020 primary, 2020 general, 2021 primary, and 2021 general elections; 

I request a copy of all audit log materials and information for duplicated ballots as well as a copy of the written procedures
adopted by the county for the duplication process for each election. 

mailto:Corir@co.skagit.wa.us


1/14/22, 1:48 PM codyhart.org Mail - FW: PRR 21-0088

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f0ee05d8c1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1691443064395289358&simpl=msg-f%3A16914430643… 1/2

Cody Hart <info@codyhart.org>

FW: PRR 21-0088 
1 message

Cori Russell <corir@co.skagit.wa.us> Thu, Feb 11, 2021 at 3:23 PM
To: Cody Hart <info@codyhart.org>

Mr. Hart,

Below is the response from our Auditor’s office related to records request 21-0088.  I have not completed the review of
the emails sent by Mr. Cunningham,  I hope to have the majority completed next week.  There are over 11,000 emails in
his account.  Within his emails may be a message from David to the parties. 

In regards to request 21-0086, our IS team has sent out the corrupted video to see if it could be restored.  We hope to
hear back from the company next.  I have not been provided the link  to the video on that camera so at this time I cannot
with certainty tell you what footage is available. 

In regards to request 21-0026 through 21-0028, I am working with the Auditor’s staff and anticipate having something
available on or about 2/24/2021.

I will be out of the office until 2/16/2021.  When I return, I will be sending you additional emails related to 21-0020 & 21-
0021.

I appreciate your patience as we work through your requests. 

Thank you,

 

Cori Russell, CPRO

Public Records Officer

700 S. 2nd Street, Rm. 100

Mount Vernon, Wa  98273

360 416-1154

 

 

From: Gabrielle K. Clay <gabriellec@co.skagit.wa.us>  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:52 AM 
To: Cori Russell <corir@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Cc: Sandy Perkins <sandyp@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Subject: PRR 21-0088

 

In regards to Mr. Hart’s request for documents regarding out LAT, we posted it on our website on 9/17/2020. I’ve attached
a screenshot from Brian Young showing the date he updated that information for us. Unfortunately I do not see it included
on our legal notice. Additionally, unless you found information in David’s emails regarding our LAT, David may not have
emailed the parties regarding it specifically.

 

We have been discussing this issue and are working on a plan to make sure both parties are contacted regarding our
Logic & Accuracy Tests.

mailto:gabriellec@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:corir@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:sandyp@co.skagit.wa.us


1/14/22, 1:48 PM codyhart.org Mail - FW: PRR 21-0088

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=f0ee05d8c1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1691443064395289358&simpl=msg-f%3A16914430643… 2/2

 

Thanks, 
     Gabrielle 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Gabrielle Clay - CEA | Elections Supervisor 
Elections Department | Skagit County Auditor's Office 
Phone  360-416-1716 | E-mail gabriellec@co.skagit.wa.us 
Fax  360-419-1699 | Website  www.skagitcounty.net/elections

 

ElectionsPageDate screenshot_091720.JPG 
358K

mailto:gabriellec@co.skagit.wa.us
http://www.skagitcounty.net/elections
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=f0ee05d8c1&view=att&th=177936816314530e&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw


 

 

 



CRIMINAL DIVISION 

CHIEF CRIMINAL DEPUTY 
ROSEMARY KAHOLOKULA 

SENIOR CRIMINAL DEPUTIES 
ERIK PEDERSEN 

TRISHA D. JOHNSON 

EDWIN N. NORTON 

SLOAN G. JOHNSON 

PAUL W. NIELSEN 

CRIMINAL DEPUTIES 
KAREN L. PINNELL 

RUSSELL BROWN 

MELANIE STUM 

HALEY SEBENS 

MARY RYAN 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
VICKIE MAURER 

June 29, 2016 

CIVIL DIVISION 

CHIEF CIVIL DEPUTY 
MELINDA B. MILLER 

CIVIL DEPUTIES 
ARNE 0. DENNY, SR. DEPUTY 

WILLIAM W. HONEA, SR. DEPUTY 

STEPHEN R. FALLQUIST 

)ILL DVORKIN 

REBECCA BARTLETT 

FAMILY SUPPORT DIVISION 

CHIEF DEPUTY 
KURT E. HEFFERLINE 

SENIOR DEPUTY 
GWEN L. HALLIDAY 

RECEIVED I 

JUL 0 5 2016 

STC - TRIBAL ATTORNEY 

Stephen T. Lecuyer, Staff Attorney 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
11404 Moorage Way 
La Conner, WA 98257 

Re: lnterlocal Agreement - Taxes 

Dear Mr. Lecuyer: 

Enclosed you will find a fully executed original of the lnterlocal Agreement between Skagit 
County and Swinomish Indian Tribal Community. 

Enclosure 

Main Office 
605 S. Third Street 
Mount Vernon WA 98273 
(360) 416-1600 
prosecutor@co.skagitwa.us 

Sincerely 

~-1(~ 
JUDY KIESSER 
Legal Assistant to 
MELINDA MILLER 
Chief Civil Deputy 

Civil Division 
Administration Bldg .. 700 S 2•d St, Rm 202 
Mount Vernon WA 98273 
(360) 416-1600 fax (360) 336-9497 
prosecutor@co.skagitwa.us 

Family Support Division 
PO Box 1226, 208 E Blackburn Rd Ste 203 
Mount Vernon WA 98273 
(360) 336-9461 fax (360) 336-9393 
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This Clearinghouse is reissued to reflect further clarification regarding audit of duplicated ballots 
required by ESHB 2406 and replaces Clearinghouse #18-04.   
 
The Legislature passed ESHB 2406 this year, pertaining to election security practices, auditing 
and equipment. The bill requires an audit of duplicated ballots and an audit using one of the 
following methods: an electronic voting machine audit, random precinct or batch audit, or risk 
limiting audit.  
 
The Office of the Secretary of State is required to follow up with a survey regarding procedures 
adopted by County Canvassing Boards. The bill is effective June 7, 2018. 
 
 
Duplicated Ballot Audit 
 
Section 2 of the bill requires an audit of duplicated ballots as required by RCW 29A.60.125. This 
RCW requires duplication, “If inspection of the ballot reveals a physically damaged ballot or 
ballot that may be otherwise unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating system.”   
 
Ballot duplication is making a true copy of valid votes onto a paper or electronic blank ballot.  To 
comply with this bill, all duplicated ballots must be audited. A team of two must duplicate the 
ballot and a different team of two should audit each duplicated ballot.  
 
Ballot resolution is the process of making changes on a voted ballot image to ensure the ballot is 
tabulated according to the voter’s intent.  Because these ballots do not require making copy of 
the ballot, they are not subject to the audit requirement. 
 
The County Canvassing Board must establish and adopt procedures for the auditing of 
duplicated ballots. 
 
  

Auditing Ballots and Equipment 
Clearinghouse Elections Notice 
Issue #18-06 
September 20, 2018 
 

Clearinghouse Elections Notice 
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Tabulation Equipment Audits.    
 
A random check of tabulation equipment must be conducted and must include a process to 
expand the audit if a discrepancy is found.  At a minimum one of the following methods must be 
used: 
 

Electronic Voting Machine Audit 
 
An audit of any in-person ballot marking system that retains an electronic voting record 
of each vote cast or direct-recording electronic (DRE) voting machine that has more than 
10 votes cast may be audited. This audit must be conducted by randomly selecting by lot 
up to four percent of the voting machines or one machine (whichever is greater) and 
comparing the results recorded electronically with results recorded on paper. 
 
Random Precinct or Batch Audit 
 
Ballot results may be checked in the same manner as described in RCW 29A.60.170 (3). 
This RCW requires a comparison of a manual count to the machine count for one office 
in three precincts or six batches randomly selected.  This audit must be completed with 
48 hours after Election Day. 
 
Risk Limiting Audit 
 
Once procedures are adopted by the Office of the Secretary of State, a risk limiting audit 
may be used to meet the audit requirement under RCW 29A.60.170. The Secretary of 
State will establish risk limiting audit procedures by January 1, 2019. 

 
Audit Survey 
 
No later than November 1, 2018, the Office of the Secretary of State will survey each county as 
to the random check (duplicated ballot audit, electronic voting machine audit, random precinct 
or batch audit, risk-limiting audit) procedures adopted by the county canvassing board. 

 
 
 

An information publication of the Certification and Training Program, Elections Division, Office of the Secretary of State 
P.O. Box 40229, Olympia WA 98504-0229, (360) 902-4180 



1/3/22, 1:59 PM RCW 29A.60.125: Damaged ballots.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.125 1/1

RCW RCW 29A.60.12529A.60.125

Damaged ballots.Damaged ballots.
If inspection of the ballot reveals a physically damaged ballot or ballot that may be otherwiseIf inspection of the ballot reveals a physically damaged ballot or ballot that may be otherwise

unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating system, the county auditor may refer the ballot to the countyunreadable or uncountable by the tabulating system, the county auditor may refer the ballot to the county
canvassing board or duplicate the ballot if so authorized by the county canvassing board. The voter'scanvassing board or duplicate the ballot if so authorized by the county canvassing board. The voter's
original ballot may not be altered. A ballot may be duplicated only if the intent of the voter's marks on theoriginal ballot may not be altered. A ballot may be duplicated only if the intent of the voter's marks on the
ballot is clear and the electronic voting equipment might not otherwise properly tally the ballot to reflectballot is clear and the electronic voting equipment might not otherwise properly tally the ballot to reflect
the intent of the voter. Ballots must be duplicated by teams of two or more people working together.the intent of the voter. Ballots must be duplicated by teams of two or more people working together.
When duplicating ballots, the county auditor shall take the following steps to create and maintain an auditWhen duplicating ballots, the county auditor shall take the following steps to create and maintain an audit
trail of the action taken:trail of the action taken:

(1) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number,(1) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number,
with the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate ballot may bewith the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate ballot may be
tied back to the original ballot;tied back to the original ballot;

(2) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which must at least include:(2) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which must at least include:
(a) The control number of each original ballot and the corresponding duplicate ballot;(a) The control number of each original ballot and the corresponding duplicate ballot;
(b) The initials of at least two people who participated in the duplication of each ballot; and(b) The initials of at least two people who participated in the duplication of each ballot; and
(c) The total number of ballots duplicated.(c) The total number of ballots duplicated.
Original and duplicate ballots must be sealed in secure storage at all times, except duringOriginal and duplicate ballots must be sealed in secure storage at all times, except during

duplication, inspection by the canvassing board, tabulation, or to conduct an audit under RCWduplication, inspection by the canvassing board, tabulation, or to conduct an audit under RCW
29A.60.18529A.60.185..

[ [ 2018 c 218 § 82018 c 218 § 8; ; 2005 c 243 § 102005 c 243 § 10.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

IntentIntent——2018 c 218:2018 c 218: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185..

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.125
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2406-S.SL.pdf?cite=2018%20c%20218%20%C2%A7%208
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2005-06/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5499-S.SL.pdf?cite=2005%20c%20243%20%C2%A7%2010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
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1/14/22, 7:28 PM RCW 29A.60.140: Canvassing board—Membership—Authority—Delegation of authority—Rule making.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140 1/1

RCW RCW 29A.60.14029A.60.140

Canvassing boardCanvassing board——MembershipMembership——AuthorityAuthority——Delegation of authorityDelegation of authority——RuleRule
making.making.

(1) Members of the county canvassing board are the county auditor, who is the chair, the county(1) Members of the county canvassing board are the county auditor, who is the chair, the county
prosecuting attorney, and the chair of the county legislative body. If a member of the board is notprosecuting attorney, and the chair of the county legislative body. If a member of the board is not
available to carry out the duties of the board, then the auditor may designate a deputy auditor, theavailable to carry out the duties of the board, then the auditor may designate a deputy auditor, the
prosecutor may designate a deputy prosecuting attorney, and the chair of the county legislative bodyprosecutor may designate a deputy prosecuting attorney, and the chair of the county legislative body
may designate another member of the county legislative body or, in a county with a population over onemay designate another member of the county legislative body or, in a county with a population over one
million, an employee of the legislative body who reports directly to the chair. An "employee of themillion, an employee of the legislative body who reports directly to the chair. An "employee of the
legislative body" means an individual who serves in any of the following positions: Chief of staff; legallegislative body" means an individual who serves in any of the following positions: Chief of staff; legal
counsel; clerk of the council; policy staff director; and any successor positions to these positions shouldcounsel; clerk of the council; policy staff director; and any successor positions to these positions should
these original positions be changed. Any such designation may be made on an election-by-election basisthese original positions be changed. Any such designation may be made on an election-by-election basis
or may be on a permanent basis until revoked by the designating authority. Any such designation mustor may be on a permanent basis until revoked by the designating authority. Any such designation must
be in writing, and if for a specific election, must be filed with the county auditor not later than the daybe in writing, and if for a specific election, must be filed with the county auditor not later than the day
before the first day duties are to be undertaken by the canvassing board. If the designation is permanentbefore the first day duties are to be undertaken by the canvassing board. If the designation is permanent
until revoked by the designating authority, then the designation must be on file in the county auditor'suntil revoked by the designating authority, then the designation must be on file in the county auditor's
office no later than the day before the first day the designee is to undertake the duties of the canvassingoffice no later than the day before the first day the designee is to undertake the duties of the canvassing
board. Members of the county canvassing board designated by the county auditor, county prosecutingboard. Members of the county canvassing board designated by the county auditor, county prosecuting
attorney, or chair of the county legislative body shall complete training as provided in RCW attorney, or chair of the county legislative body shall complete training as provided in RCW 29A.04.54029A.04.540
and shall take an oath of office similar to that taken by county auditors and deputy auditors in theand shall take an oath of office similar to that taken by county auditors and deputy auditors in the
performance of their duties.performance of their duties.

(2) The county canvassing board may adopt rules that delegate in writing to the county auditor or(2) The county canvassing board may adopt rules that delegate in writing to the county auditor or
the county auditor's staff the performance of any task assigned by law to the canvassing board.the county auditor's staff the performance of any task assigned by law to the canvassing board.

(3) The county canvassing board may not delegate the responsibility of certifying the returns of a(3) The county canvassing board may not delegate the responsibility of certifying the returns of a
primary or election, of determining the validity of challenged ballots, or of determining the validity ofprimary or election, of determining the validity of challenged ballots, or of determining the validity of
provisional ballots referred to the board by the county auditor.provisional ballots referred to the board by the county auditor.

(4) The county canvassing board shall adopt administrative rules to facilitate and govern the(4) The county canvassing board shall adopt administrative rules to facilitate and govern the
canvassing process in that jurisdiction.canvassing process in that jurisdiction.

(5) Meetings of the county canvassing board are public meetings under chapter (5) Meetings of the county canvassing board are public meetings under chapter 42.3042.30 RCW. All RCW. All
rules adopted by the county canvassing board must be adopted in a public meeting under chapter rules adopted by the county canvassing board must be adopted in a public meeting under chapter 42.3042.30
RCW, and once adopted must be available to the public to review and copy under chapter RCW, and once adopted must be available to the public to review and copy under chapter 42.5642.56 RCW. RCW.

[ [ 2008 c 308 § 12008 c 308 § 1; ; 2005 c 274 § 2502005 c 274 § 250; ; 2003 c 111 § 15142003 c 111 § 1514.].]

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.04.540
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2007-08/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6181-S.SL.pdf?cite=2008%20c%20308%20%C2%A7%201
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2005-06/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1133-S.SL.pdf?cite=2005%20c%20274%20%C2%A7%20250
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2003-04/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5221-S.SL.pdf?cite=2003%20c%20111%20%C2%A7%201514


1/14/22, 7:16 PM RCW 29A.60.170: List of observers—Counting center, direction and observation of proceedings—Random check of counting equi…

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.170 1/2

RCW RCW 29A.60.17029A.60.170

List of observersList of observers——Counting center, direction and observation of proceedingsCounting center, direction and observation of proceedings——
Random check of counting equipmentRandom check of counting equipment——Report.Report.

(1) At least twenty-eight days prior to any special election, general election, or primary, the county(1) At least twenty-eight days prior to any special election, general election, or primary, the county
auditor shall request from the chair of the county central committee of each major political party a list ofauditor shall request from the chair of the county central committee of each major political party a list of
individuals who are willing to serve as observers. The county auditor has discretion to also requestindividuals who are willing to serve as observers. The county auditor has discretion to also request
observers from any campaign or organization. The county auditor may delete from the lists names ofobservers from any campaign or organization. The county auditor may delete from the lists names of
those persons who indicate to the county auditor that they cannot or do not wish to serve as observers,those persons who indicate to the county auditor that they cannot or do not wish to serve as observers,
and names of those persons who, in the judgment of the county auditor, lack the ability to properly serveand names of those persons who, in the judgment of the county auditor, lack the ability to properly serve
as observers after training has been made available to them by the auditor.as observers after training has been made available to them by the auditor.

(2) The counting center is under the direction of the county auditor and must be open to(2) The counting center is under the direction of the county auditor and must be open to
observation by one representative from each major political party, if representatives have beenobservation by one representative from each major political party, if representatives have been
appointed by the respective major political parties and these representatives are present while theappointed by the respective major political parties and these representatives are present while the
counting center is operating. The proceedings must be open to the public, but no persons except thosecounting center is operating. The proceedings must be open to the public, but no persons except those
employed and authorized by the county auditor may touch any ballot or ballot container or operate a voteemployed and authorized by the county auditor may touch any ballot or ballot container or operate a vote
tallying system.tallying system.

(3) A random check of the ballot counting equipment must be conducted upon mutual agreement(3) A random check of the ballot counting equipment must be conducted upon mutual agreement
of the political party observers or at the discretion of the county auditor. The random check proceduresof the political party observers or at the discretion of the county auditor. The random check procedures
must be adopted by the county canvassing board, and consistent with rules adopted under RCWmust be adopted by the county canvassing board, and consistent with rules adopted under RCW
29A.60.18529A.60.185(4), prior to the processing of ballots. The random check process shall involve a comparison(4), prior to the processing of ballots. The random check process shall involve a comparison
of a manual count or electronic count if an audit under RCW of a manual count or electronic count if an audit under RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185(1)(d) is conducted to the(1)(d) is conducted to the
machine count from the original ballot counting equipment and may involve up to either three precinctsmachine count from the original ballot counting equipment and may involve up to either three precincts
or six batches depending on the ballot counting procedures in place in the county. The random check willor six batches depending on the ballot counting procedures in place in the county. The random check will
be limited to one office or issue on the ballots in the precincts or batches that are selected for the check.be limited to one office or issue on the ballots in the precincts or batches that are selected for the check.
The selection of the precincts or batches to be checked must be selected according to proceduresThe selection of the precincts or batches to be checked must be selected according to procedures
established by the county canvassing board. The random check procedures must include a process,established by the county canvassing board. The random check procedures must include a process,
consistent with RCW consistent with RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185(3) and rules adopted under RCW (3) and rules adopted under RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185(4), for expanding the(4), for expanding the
audit to include additional ballots when a random check conducted under this section results in aaudit to include additional ballots when a random check conducted under this section results in a
discrepancy. The procedure must specify under what circumstances a discrepancy will lead to an auditdiscrepancy. The procedure must specify under what circumstances a discrepancy will lead to an audit
of additional ballots and the method to determine how many additional ballots will be selected.of additional ballots and the method to determine how many additional ballots will be selected.
Procedures adopted under RCW Procedures adopted under RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185 pertaining to investigations of any discrepancy found pertaining to investigations of any discrepancy found
during an audit must be followed. The check must be completed no later than forty-eight hours afterduring an audit must be followed. The check must be completed no later than forty-eight hours after
election day.election day.

(4)(a) By November 1, 2018, the secretary of state shall:(4)(a) By November 1, 2018, the secretary of state shall:
(i) For each county, survey all random check procedures adopted by the county canvassing(i) For each county, survey all random check procedures adopted by the county canvassing

board under subsection (3) of this section; andboard under subsection (3) of this section; and
(ii) Evaluate the procedures to identify the best practices and any discrepancies.(ii) Evaluate the procedures to identify the best practices and any discrepancies.
(b) By December 15, 2018, the secretary of state shall submit a report, in compliance with RCW(b) By December 15, 2018, the secretary of state shall submit a report, in compliance with RCW

43.01.03643.01.036, to the appropriate committees of the legislature that provides recommendations, based on, to the appropriate committees of the legislature that provides recommendations, based on
the evaluation performed under (a) of this subsection, for adopting best practices and uniformthe evaluation performed under (a) of this subsection, for adopting best practices and uniform
procedures.procedures.

[ [ 2018 c 218 § 32018 c 218 § 3; ; 2011 c 10 § 552011 c 10 § 55; ; 2007 c 373 § 32007 c 373 § 3; ; 2003 c 111 § 15172003 c 111 § 1517; ; 1999 c 158 § 91999 c 158 § 9; ; 1990 c 59 § 301990 c 59 § 30;;
1977 ex.s. c 361 § 711977 ex.s. c 361 § 71. Formerly RCW . Formerly RCW 29.54.02529.54.025, , 29.34.15329.34.153.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

IntentIntent——2018 c 218:2018 c 218: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185..

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.170
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
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http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2406-S.SL.pdf?cite=2018%20c%20218%20%C2%A7%203
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5124-S.SL.pdf?cite=2011%20c%2010%20%C2%A7%2055
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2007-08/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1654-S.SL.pdf?cite=2007%20c%20373%20%C2%A7%203
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2003-04/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5221-S.SL.pdf?cite=2003%20c%20111%20%C2%A7%201517
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1999-00/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1593-S.SL.pdf?cite=1999%20c%20158%20%C2%A7%209
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1990c59.pdf?cite=1990%20c%2059%20%C2%A7%2030
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1977ex1c361.pdf?cite=1977%20ex.s.%20c%20361%20%C2%A7%2071
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29.54.025
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29.34.153
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185


1/14/22, 7:16 PM RCW 29A.60.170: List of observers—Counting center, direction and observation of proceedings—Random check of counting equi…
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Notice to registered poll votersNotice to registered poll voters——Elections by mailElections by mail——2011 c 10:2011 c 10: See note following RCW See note following RCW
29A.04.00829A.04.008..

IntentIntent——Effective dateEffective date——1990 c 59:1990 c 59: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 29A.04.01329A.04.013..

Effective dateEffective date——SeverabilitySeverability——1977 ex.s. c 361:1977 ex.s. c 361: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 29A.16.04029A.16.040..
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RCW RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185

Audit of results.Audit of results.
(1) Prior to certification of the election as required by RCW (1) Prior to certification of the election as required by RCW 29A.60.19029A.60.190, the county auditor shall, the county auditor shall

conduct an audit of duplicated ballots in accordance with subsection (2) of this section, and an auditconduct an audit of duplicated ballots in accordance with subsection (2) of this section, and an audit
using at minimum one of the following methods:using at minimum one of the following methods:

(a) An audit of results of votes cast on the direct recording electronic voting devices, or other in-(a) An audit of results of votes cast on the direct recording electronic voting devices, or other in-
person ballot marking systems, used in the county if there are races or issues with more than ten votesperson ballot marking systems, used in the county if there are races or issues with more than ten votes
cast on all direct recording electronic voting devices or other in-person ballot marking systems in thecast on all direct recording electronic voting devices or other in-person ballot marking systems in the
county. This audit must be conducted by randomly selecting by lot up to four percent of the directcounty. This audit must be conducted by randomly selecting by lot up to four percent of the direct
recording electronic voting devices or other in-person ballot marking systems, or one direct recordingrecording electronic voting devices or other in-person ballot marking systems, or one direct recording
electronic voting device or other in-person ballot marking system, whichever is greater, and, for eachelectronic voting device or other in-person ballot marking system, whichever is greater, and, for each
device or system, comparing the results recorded electronically with the results recorded on paper. Fordevice or system, comparing the results recorded electronically with the results recorded on paper. For
purposes of this audit, the results recorded on paper must be tabulated as follows: On one-fourth of thepurposes of this audit, the results recorded on paper must be tabulated as follows: On one-fourth of the
devices or systems selected for audit, the paper records must be tabulated manually; on the remainingdevices or systems selected for audit, the paper records must be tabulated manually; on the remaining
devices or systems, the paper records may be tabulated by a mechanical device determined by thedevices or systems, the paper records may be tabulated by a mechanical device determined by the
secretary of state to be capable of accurately reading the votes cast and printed thereon and qualified forsecretary of state to be capable of accurately reading the votes cast and printed thereon and qualified for
use in the state under applicable state and federal laws. Three races or issues, randomly selected by lot,use in the state under applicable state and federal laws. Three races or issues, randomly selected by lot,
must be audited on each device or system. This audit procedure must be subject to observation bymust be audited on each device or system. This audit procedure must be subject to observation by
political party representatives if representatives have been appointed and are present at the time of thepolitical party representatives if representatives have been appointed and are present at the time of the
audit. As used in this subsection, "in-person ballot marking system" or "system" means an in-personaudit. As used in this subsection, "in-person ballot marking system" or "system" means an in-person
ballot marking system that retains or produces an electronic voting record of each vote cast using theballot marking system that retains or produces an electronic voting record of each vote cast using the
system;system;

(b) A random check of the ballot counting equipment consistent with RCW (b) A random check of the ballot counting equipment consistent with RCW 29A.60.17029A.60.170(3);(3);
(c) A risk-limiting audit. A "risk-limiting audit" means an audit protocol that makes use of statistical(c) A risk-limiting audit. A "risk-limiting audit" means an audit protocol that makes use of statistical

principles and methods and is designed to limit the risk of certifying an incorrect election outcome. Theprinciples and methods and is designed to limit the risk of certifying an incorrect election outcome. The
secretary of state shall:secretary of state shall:

(i) Set the risk limit. A "risk limit" means the largest statistical probability that an incorrect reported(i) Set the risk limit. A "risk limit" means the largest statistical probability that an incorrect reported
tabulation outcome is not detected in a risk-limiting audit;tabulation outcome is not detected in a risk-limiting audit;

(ii) Randomly select for audit at least one statewide contest, and for each county at least one(ii) Randomly select for audit at least one statewide contest, and for each county at least one
ballot contest other than the selected statewide contest. The county auditor shall randomly select a ballotballot contest other than the selected statewide contest. The county auditor shall randomly select a ballot
contest for audit if in any particular election there is no statewide contest; andcontest for audit if in any particular election there is no statewide contest; and

(iii) Establish procedures for implementation of risk-limiting audits, including random selection of(iii) Establish procedures for implementation of risk-limiting audits, including random selection of
the audit sample, determination of audit size, and procedures for a comparison risk-limiting audit andthe audit sample, determination of audit size, and procedures for a comparison risk-limiting audit and
ballot polling risk-limiting audit as defined in (c)(iii)(A) and (B) of this subsection.ballot polling risk-limiting audit as defined in (c)(iii)(A) and (B) of this subsection.

(A) In a comparison risk-limiting audit, the county auditor compares the voter markings on(A) In a comparison risk-limiting audit, the county auditor compares the voter markings on
randomly selected ballots to the ballot-level cast vote record produced by the ballot counting equipment.randomly selected ballots to the ballot-level cast vote record produced by the ballot counting equipment.

(B) In a ballot polling risk-limiting audit, the county auditor of a county using ballot counting(B) In a ballot polling risk-limiting audit, the county auditor of a county using ballot counting
equipment that does not produce ballot-level cast vote records reports the voter markings on randomlyequipment that does not produce ballot-level cast vote records reports the voter markings on randomly
selected ballots until the prespecified risk limit is met; orselected ballots until the prespecified risk limit is met; or

(d) An independent electronic audit of the original ballot counting equipment used in the county.(d) An independent electronic audit of the original ballot counting equipment used in the county.
The county auditor may either conduct an audit of all ballots cast, or limit the audit to three precincts orThe county auditor may either conduct an audit of all ballots cast, or limit the audit to three precincts or
six batches pursuant to procedures adopted under RCW six batches pursuant to procedures adopted under RCW 29A.60.17029A.60.170(3). This audit must be conducted(3). This audit must be conducted
using an independent electronic audit system that is, at minimum:using an independent electronic audit system that is, at minimum:

(i) Approved by the secretary of state;(i) Approved by the secretary of state;
(ii) Completely independent from all voting systems, including ballot counting equipment, that is(ii) Completely independent from all voting systems, including ballot counting equipment, that is

used in the county;used in the county;
(iii) Distributed or manufactured by a vendor different from the vendor that distributed or(iii) Distributed or manufactured by a vendor different from the vendor that distributed or

manufactured the original ballot counting equipment; andmanufactured the original ballot counting equipment; and

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
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(iv) Capable of demonstrating that it can verify and confirm the accuracy of the original ballot(iv) Capable of demonstrating that it can verify and confirm the accuracy of the original ballot
counting equipment's reported results.counting equipment's reported results.

(2) Prior to certification of the election, the county auditor must conduct an audit of ballots(2) Prior to certification of the election, the county auditor must conduct an audit of ballots
duplicated under RCW duplicated under RCW 29A.60.12529A.60.125. The audit of duplicated ballots must involve a comparison of the. The audit of duplicated ballots must involve a comparison of the
duplicated ballot to the original ballot. The county canvassing board must establish procedures for theduplicated ballot to the original ballot. The county canvassing board must establish procedures for the
auditing of duplicated ballots.auditing of duplicated ballots.

(3) For each audit method, the secretary of state must adopt procedures for expanding the audit(3) For each audit method, the secretary of state must adopt procedures for expanding the audit
to include additional ballots when an audit results in a discrepancy. The procedure must specify underto include additional ballots when an audit results in a discrepancy. The procedure must specify under
what circumstances a discrepancy will lead to an audit of additional ballots, and the method to determinewhat circumstances a discrepancy will lead to an audit of additional ballots, and the method to determine
how many additional ballots will be selected. The secretary of state shall adopt procedures to investigatehow many additional ballots will be selected. The secretary of state shall adopt procedures to investigate
the cause of any discrepancy found during an audit.the cause of any discrepancy found during an audit.

(4) The secretary of state must establish rules by January 1, 2019, to implement and administer(4) The secretary of state must establish rules by January 1, 2019, to implement and administer
the auditing methods in this section, including facilitating public observation and reporting requirements.the auditing methods in this section, including facilitating public observation and reporting requirements.

[ [ 2018 c 218 § 22018 c 218 § 2; ; 2005 c 242 § 52005 c 242 § 5.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

IntentIntent——2018 c 218:2018 c 218: "It is the intent of the legislature to ensure our elections have the utmost "It is the intent of the legislature to ensure our elections have the utmost
confidence of the citizens of the state. In order to ensure the integrity of the elections in Washington, theconfidence of the citizens of the state. In order to ensure the integrity of the elections in Washington, the
legislature wants to maximize the security benefits of having locally run, decentralized counting systemslegislature wants to maximize the security benefits of having locally run, decentralized counting systems
in our state, based in thirty-nine different counties. The legislature wants to maximize this locally runin our state, based in thirty-nine different counties. The legislature wants to maximize this locally run
benefit by adding options to the auditing process for local elections administrators. Multiple jurisdictions,benefit by adding options to the auditing process for local elections administrators. Multiple jurisdictions,
with multiple options for ensuring election outcomes will increase the transparency, integrity, and trust ofwith multiple options for ensuring election outcomes will increase the transparency, integrity, and trust of
our elections process." [ our elections process." [ 2018 c 218 § 12018 c 218 § 1.].]
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RCW RCW 29A.60.20029A.60.200

Canvassing boardCanvassing board——Canvassing procedureCanvassing procedure——Penalty.Penalty.

Before canvassing the returns of a primary or election, the chair of the county legislative authorityBefore canvassing the returns of a primary or election, the chair of the county legislative authority
or the chair's designee shall administer an oath to the county auditor or the auditor's designee attestingor the chair's designee shall administer an oath to the county auditor or the auditor's designee attesting
to the authenticity of the information presented to the canvassing board. This oath must be signed by theto the authenticity of the information presented to the canvassing board. This oath must be signed by the
county auditor or designee and filed with the returns of the primary or election.county auditor or designee and filed with the returns of the primary or election.

The county canvassing board shall proceed to verify the results from the ballots received. TheThe county canvassing board shall proceed to verify the results from the ballots received. The
board shall execute a certificate of the results of the primary or election signed by all members of theboard shall execute a certificate of the results of the primary or election signed by all members of the
board or their designees. Failure to certify the returns, if they can be ascertained with reasonableboard or their designees. Failure to certify the returns, if they can be ascertained with reasonable
certainty, is a crime under RCW certainty, is a crime under RCW 29A.84.72029A.84.720..

[ [ 2011 c 10 § 602011 c 10 § 60; ; 2003 c 111 § 15202003 c 111 § 1520; ; 1990 c 59 § 631990 c 59 § 63; ; 1965 c 9 § 29.62.0401965 c 9 § 29.62.040. Prior: . Prior: 1957 c 195 § 171957 c 195 § 17;;
prior: (i) 1919 c 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095, part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS §prior: (i) 1919 c 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095, part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS §
5340, part. (ii) 5340, part. (ii) 1893 c 112 § 21893 c 112 § 2; RRS § 5342. (iii) 1903 c 85 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38; RRS § 5342. (iii) 1903 c 85 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38
§ 4, part; RRS § 5339, part. Formerly RCW § 4, part; RRS § 5339, part. Formerly RCW 29.62.04029.62.040.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Notice to registered poll votersNotice to registered poll voters——Elections by mailElections by mail——2011 c 10:2011 c 10: See note following RCW See note following RCW
29A.04.00829A.04.008..

IntentIntent——Effective dateEffective date——1990 c 59:1990 c 59: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 29A.04.01329A.04.013..
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Definitions.Definitions.
(1) "Manual inspection" is the process of inspecting each voter response position on each voted(1) "Manual inspection" is the process of inspecting each voter response position on each voted

ballot. Inspection is performed as part of the initial processing;ballot. Inspection is performed as part of the initial processing;
(2) "Ballot duplication" is the process of making a true copy of valid votes from a physically(2) "Ballot duplication" is the process of making a true copy of valid votes from a physically

damaged ballot or a ballot that is unreadable or uncountable by the tabulation system onto a paper ordamaged ballot or a ballot that is unreadable or uncountable by the tabulation system onto a paper or
electronic blank ballot to ensure the ballot may be correctly tabulated by the tabulation system. Theelectronic blank ballot to ensure the ballot may be correctly tabulated by the tabulation system. The
original ballot may not be altered. Teams of two or more people working together must duplicate ballotsoriginal ballot may not be altered. Teams of two or more people working together must duplicate ballots
according to voter intent as per WAC according to voter intent as per WAC 434-261-086434-261-086. A log of duplicated ballots must be signed by the two. A log of duplicated ballots must be signed by the two
or more people who duplicated the ballots;or more people who duplicated the ballots;

(3) "Ballot resolution" is the process of making changes on a voted electronic ballot image to(3) "Ballot resolution" is the process of making changes on a voted electronic ballot image to
ensure the ballot is tabulated according to the voter's intent. The changes must reflect the voter intent asensure the ballot is tabulated according to the voter's intent. The changes must reflect the voter intent as
per WAC per WAC 434-261-086434-261-086 and the original ballot may not be altered. Changes must be made by teams of and the original ballot may not be altered. Changes must be made by teams of
two or more people working together. A log of resolved ballots must be signed by the two or more peopletwo or more people working together. A log of resolved ballots must be signed by the two or more people
resolving the ballots;resolving the ballots;

(4) "Readable ballot" is any ballot that the certified vote tallying system can accept and read as(4) "Readable ballot" is any ballot that the certified vote tallying system can accept and read as
the voter intended without alteration, and that meets the standards of the county canvassing boardthe voter intended without alteration, and that meets the standards of the county canvassing board
subject to the provisions contained in this title;subject to the provisions contained in this title;

(5) "Unreadable ballot" is any ballot that cannot be read by the vote tallying system as the voter(5) "Unreadable ballot" is any ballot that cannot be read by the vote tallying system as the voter
intended without alteration. Unreadable ballots may subsequently be counted as provided by theseintended without alteration. Unreadable ballots may subsequently be counted as provided by these
administrative rules;administrative rules;

(6) "Valid signature" on a ballot declaration for a registered voter eligible to vote in the election is:(6) "Valid signature" on a ballot declaration for a registered voter eligible to vote in the election is:
(a) A signature verified against the voter's signature in the voter registration file attesting to the(a) A signature verified against the voter's signature in the voter registration file attesting to the

voter registration oath; orvoter registration oath; or
(b) A mark witnessed by two people.(b) A mark witnessed by two people.
(7) "Overvote" is votes cast for more than the permissible number of selections allowed in a race(7) "Overvote" is votes cast for more than the permissible number of selections allowed in a race

or measure. An overvoted race or measure does not count in the final tally of that race or measure.or measure. An overvoted race or measure does not count in the final tally of that race or measure.
Example of an overvote would be voting for two candidates in a single race with the instruction, "vote forExample of an overvote would be voting for two candidates in a single race with the instruction, "vote for
one";one";

(8) "Undervote" is no selections made for a race or measure;(8) "Undervote" is no selections made for a race or measure;
(9) "Election observers" means those persons designated by the county political party central(9) "Election observers" means those persons designated by the county political party central

committee chairperson to observe the counting of ballots and related elections procedures;committee chairperson to observe the counting of ballots and related elections procedures;
(10) "Seal log" is a log documenting each time a numbered seal is attached or removed from a(10) "Seal log" is a log documenting each time a numbered seal is attached or removed from a

ballot container. The log must include the seal number, date, and identifying information of personsballot container. The log must include the seal number, date, and identifying information of persons
attaching or removing the seal. Following certification of the election, the seal log must includeattaching or removing the seal. Following certification of the election, the seal log must include
documentation as to why the seal was removed from a ballot container.documentation as to why the seal was removed from a ballot container.

[Statutory Authority: RCW [Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611. WSR 21-21-001, § 434-261-005, filed 10/6/21, effective 11/6/21.. WSR 21-21-001, § 434-261-005, filed 10/6/21, effective 11/6/21.
Statutory Authority: RCW Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611, , 29A.24.09129A.24.091, , 29A.24.31129A.24.311, , 29A.60.02129A.60.021, , 29A.60.18529A.60.185, , 29A.60.17029A.60.170,,
29A.60.11029A.60.110, and , and 29A.60.23529A.60.235. WSR 19-01-102, § 434-261-005, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19.. WSR 19-01-102, § 434-261-005, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19.
Statutory Authority: RCW Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611, , 29A.04.62029A.04.620, and , and 29A.04.63029A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-261-005,. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-261-005,
filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611, , 29A.08.42029A.08.420, , 29A.24.13129A.24.131,,
29A.40.11029A.40.110, , 29A.46.02029A.46.020, and , and 29A.80.04129A.80.041. WSR 10-14-091, § 434-261-005, filed 7/6/10, effective 8/6/10.. WSR 10-14-091, § 434-261-005, filed 7/6/10, effective 8/6/10.
Statutory Authority: RCW Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611. WSR 09-18-098, § 434-261-005, filed 9/1/09, effective 10/2/09;. WSR 09-18-098, § 434-261-005, filed 9/1/09, effective 10/2/09;
WSR 09-12-078, § 434-261-005, filed 5/29/09, effective 6/29/09; WSR 09-03-110, § 434-261-005, filedWSR 09-12-078, § 434-261-005, filed 5/29/09, effective 6/29/09; WSR 09-03-110, § 434-261-005, filed
1/21/09, effective 2/21/09; WSR 07-24-044, § 434-261-005, filed 11/30/07, effective 12/31/07; WSR 07-1/21/09, effective 2/21/09; WSR 07-24-044, § 434-261-005, filed 11/30/07, effective 12/31/07; WSR 07-
09-036, § 434-261-005, filed 4/11/07, effective 5/12/07; WSR 06-23-094, § 434-261-005, filed 11/15/06,09-036, § 434-261-005, filed 4/11/07, effective 5/12/07; WSR 06-23-094, § 434-261-005, filed 11/15/06,
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effective 12/16/06; WSR 06-11-042, § 434-261-005, filed 5/10/06, effective 6/10/06; WSR 05-17-145, §effective 12/16/06; WSR 06-11-042, § 434-261-005, filed 5/10/06, effective 6/10/06; WSR 05-17-145, §
434-261-005, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 434-261-005, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.21029.04.210, , 29.36.15029.36.150. WSR 02-. WSR 02-
07-029, § 434-261-005, filed 3/12/02, effective 4/12/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 07-029, § 434-261-005, filed 3/12/02, effective 4/12/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.08029.04.080 and and
29.04.21029.04.210. WSR 99-08-089, § 434-261-005, filed 4/6/99, effective 5/7/99. Statutory Authority: RCW. WSR 99-08-089, § 434-261-005, filed 4/6/99, effective 5/7/99. Statutory Authority: RCW
29.04.08029.04.080, , 29.04.21029.04.210, , 29.36.15029.36.150 and  and 29.79.20029.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-261-005, filed 10/13/97,. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-261-005, filed 10/13/97,
effective 11/13/97.]effective 11/13/97.]
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Ballot duplication procedures.Ballot duplication procedures.
(1) If a ballot is damaged, unreadable, uncountable, or unable to be resolved by the tabulation(1) If a ballot is damaged, unreadable, uncountable, or unable to be resolved by the tabulation

system, a team of two or more people working together must duplicate ballots to reflect the voter's intentsystem, a team of two or more people working together must duplicate ballots to reflect the voter's intent
according to WAC according to WAC 434-261-086434-261-086. A different team of two or more people working together must audit. A different team of two or more people working together must audit
every duplicated ballot to verify the ballots were duplicated correctly. The voter's original ballot may notevery duplicated ballot to verify the ballots were duplicated correctly. The voter's original ballot may not
be altered. The county auditor shall tabulate the duplicate ballot.be altered. The county auditor shall tabulate the duplicate ballot.

If voter intent is not clear, the ballot must be referred to the canvassing board. When duplicatingIf voter intent is not clear, the ballot must be referred to the canvassing board. When duplicating
ballots, the county auditor shall take the following steps to create and maintain an audit trail of the actionballots, the county auditor shall take the following steps to create and maintain an audit trail of the action
taken:taken:

(a) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number,(a) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number,
with the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate ballot may bewith the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate ballot may be
tied back to the original ballot;tied back to the original ballot;

(b) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which must at least include:(b) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which must at least include:
(i) The control number of each original ballot and the corresponding duplicate ballot;(i) The control number of each original ballot and the corresponding duplicate ballot;
(ii) The initials of at least two people who participated in the duplication of each ballot; and(ii) The initials of at least two people who participated in the duplication of each ballot; and
(iii) The total number of ballots duplicated.(iii) The total number of ballots duplicated.
Original and duplicate ballots must be kept in secure storage at all times, except duringOriginal and duplicate ballots must be kept in secure storage at all times, except during

duplication, inspection by the canvassing board, or tabulation.duplication, inspection by the canvassing board, or tabulation.
(2) Written procedures shall be established detailing the situations in which ballots may be(2) Written procedures shall be established detailing the situations in which ballots may be

duplicated. These procedures shall be included as a part of the county canvassing board manual.duplicated. These procedures shall be included as a part of the county canvassing board manual.
(3) If a county uses an automated duplication program, only votes appearing in a human-(3) If a county uses an automated duplication program, only votes appearing in a human-

readable form on the original ballot may be duplicated onto a machine-readable ballot. The human-readable form on the original ballot may be duplicated onto a machine-readable ballot. The human-
readable votes on the original ballot must be compared to the votes printed on the duplicated ballot toreadable votes on the original ballot must be compared to the votes printed on the duplicated ballot to
ensure that the votes are duplicated accurately. If a human-readable version of any races or ballot pagesensure that the votes are duplicated accurately. If a human-readable version of any races or ballot pages
of the original ballot are not returned or available, votes in those races may not be duplicated or counted.of the original ballot are not returned or available, votes in those races may not be duplicated or counted.

[Statutory Authority: RCW [Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611, , 29A.24.09129A.24.091, , 29A.24.31129A.24.311, , 29A.60.02129A.60.021, , 29A.60.18529A.60.185, , 29A.60.17029A.60.170,,
29A.60.11029A.60.110, and , and 29A.60.23529A.60.235. WSR 19-01-102, § 434-261-100, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19.. WSR 19-01-102, § 434-261-100, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19.
Statutory Authority: RCW Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-261-100, filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14;. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-261-100, filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14;
WSR 05-17-145, § 434-261-100, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW WSR 05-17-145, § 434-261-100, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.08029.04.080,,
29.04.21029.04.210, , 29.36.15029.36.150 and  and 29.79.20029.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-261-100, filed 10/13/97, effective. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-261-100, filed 10/13/97, effective
11/13/97.]11/13/97.]
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Canvassing board—Delegation of authority.Canvassing board—Delegation of authority.
The county auditor, prosecuting attorney, and chair of the county legislative authority, orThe county auditor, prosecuting attorney, and chair of the county legislative authority, or

designees as per chapter designees as per chapter 29A.6029A.60 RCW, shall be responsible for the performance of all duties of the RCW, shall be responsible for the performance of all duties of the
county canvassing board, as set forth in chapters county canvassing board, as set forth in chapters 29A.4029A.40 and  and 29A.6029A.60 RCW, and the rules on canvassing RCW, and the rules on canvassing
adopted by the secretary of state. These duties shall be performed by the members of the board, or theyadopted by the secretary of state. These duties shall be performed by the members of the board, or they
may delegate in writing representatives to perform these duties. This written delegation of authority shallmay delegate in writing representatives to perform these duties. This written delegation of authority shall
be filed with the county auditor prior to any person undertaking any action on behalf of the board. In nobe filed with the county auditor prior to any person undertaking any action on behalf of the board. In no
instance may the members of the county canvassing board delegate the responsibility of certifying theinstance may the members of the county canvassing board delegate the responsibility of certifying the
returns of any primary or election, of determining the validity of any challenged ballots, or of rejectingreturns of any primary or election, of determining the validity of any challenged ballots, or of rejecting
ballots. When considering the validity or rejection of ballots, the canvassing board may review the ballotsballots. When considering the validity or rejection of ballots, the canvassing board may review the ballots
individually, in batches, or as part of a report of ballots presented to the board. In the event theindividually, in batches, or as part of a report of ballots presented to the board. In the event the
canvassing board concludes that criminal activity may have occurred, the county auditor must refer thecanvassing board concludes that criminal activity may have occurred, the county auditor must refer the
ballot and any relevant material to the county sheriff or county prosecuting attorney.ballot and any relevant material to the county sheriff or county prosecuting attorney.

[Statutory Authority: RCW [Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61129A.04.611. WSR 08-05-120, § 434-262-015, filed 2/19/08, effective 3/21/08;. WSR 08-05-120, § 434-262-015, filed 2/19/08, effective 3/21/08;
WSR 05-17-145, § 434-262-015, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW WSR 05-17-145, § 434-262-015, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.61029A.04.610..
WSR 04-15-089, § 434-262-015, filed 7/16/04, effective 8/16/04. Statutory Authority: RCW WSR 04-15-089, § 434-262-015, filed 7/16/04, effective 8/16/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.08029.04.080,,
29.04.21029.04.210, , 29.36.15029.36.150 and  and 29.79.20029.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-262-015, filed 10/13/97, effective. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-262-015, filed 10/13/97, effective
11/13/97.]11/13/97.]
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Skagit County Canvassing Board 
Administrative Rules 

 
Purpose of the Rules  
 
This manual shall serve as the administrative rules implementing the various statutes 
contained in RCW 29A and WAC 434 governing the conduct of the Skagit County Canvassing 
Board and the canvassing of elections as required by law. Statutory and regulatory authority 
for a provision contained in these rules is cited where applicable. Provisions of these policies 
and procedures that do not specifically refer to statutory or regulatory authority are guidelines 
based on past practices and decisions of the Board. They are provided to promote 
consistency; however, questions brought before the Board will be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. In the event of any conflict between these policies and procedures and either state law 
and/or state administrative regulations, state law and/or regulations shall control. 
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CHAPTER I – CANVASSING BOARD 
 
Canvassing 
 
"Canvassing" means the process of examining ballots or groups of ballots, subtotals, and 
cumulative totals in order to determine the official returns of a primary, special, or general 
election and includes the tabulation of any votes that were not previously tabulated. 
 

RCW 29A.04.013 
 
"Canvassing" is that process of examining in detail a ballot, groups of ballots, election 
subtotals, or grand totals, in order to determine the final official returns of a primary, special, or 
general election, and to safeguard the integrity of the election process. 
 
"County canvassing board" is that body charged by law with the duty of canvassing ballots, 
ruling on the validity of questioned or challenged ballots, verifying all unofficial returns as listed 
in the auditor's abstract of votes, and producing the official county canvass report; it shall be 
composed of the county auditor, prosecuting attorney, and chair of the board of the county 
legislative authority, or their designated representatives. 

WAC 434-262-010 
 
Canvassing Board Manual 
 
Administrative rules for guiding and governing the county’s election process. The manual is 
adopted and updated as needed in open public meetings. 
 
Responsibilities of the Canvassing Board 
 

1. Processing incoming ballots (RCW 29A.40.110 and WAC 434-250-110)  
2. Verifying and certifying the results from the ballots received (RCW 29A.60.070 and 

.200)  
3. Determining the validity of all questionable, challenged and provisional ballots (RCW 

29A.60.140(3) and WAC 434-261-120)  
4. Determining voter intent in accordance with the statewide standards in the Voter Intent 

Manual published by the Secretary of State (WAC 434-261-086)  
5. Rejecting ballots or parts of ballots (RCW 29A.60.040 and .050, WAC 434-262-031)  
6. Determining tie votes by lot (RCW 29A.60.221)  
7. Resolving discrepancies in results (WAC 434-262-050 and -060)  
8. Scheduling and conducting recount elections (RCW 29A.64.021)  
9. Adopting administrative rules (RCW 29A.60.140(4)) 

 
Membership of the Canvassing Board 
 
The County Canvassing Board consists of three members. 
 

1. The County Auditor, who chairs the Board, or his/her designee, who shall be a 
Deputy Auditor.  

2. The County Prosecutor or his/her designee, who shall be a Deputy Prosecutor.  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.04.013
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-010
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3. The Chair of the County Council or his/her designee, who shall be a member of the 
County Council. 

 
Any designation must be in writing, and if for a specific election, must be filed with the county 
auditor not later than the day before the first day duties are to be undertaken by the 
canvassing board. 
 
The county canvassing board may adopt rules that delegate in writing to the county auditor or 
the county auditor's staff the performance of any task assigned by law to the canvassing 
board. 
 
The county canvassing board may not delegate the responsibility of certifying the returns of a 
primary or election, of determining the validity of challenged ballots, or of determining the 
validity of provisional ballots referred to the board by the county auditor. 

RCW 29A.60.140 
 
Delegation to Serve on Canvassing Board 
 
  

DELEGATION OF COUNTY AUDITOR 
TO SERVE ON CANVASSING BOARD 

 
I, ________________________________________, (insert name of Auditor, Chair of 
Board of County Commissioners, or Prosecuting Attorney) of Skagit County, hereby 
designate (insert Name) to serve in my place on the Skagit County Canvassing Board 
for the (insert election name) to be held on (insert date). My designee is a (insert 
Deputy Auditor, Council Member or Deputy Prosecuting Attorney) and will serve for the 
timeframe stated below. 
 

Name of Designee: ___________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________________________ 

Timeframe of Delegation: _____________________________________ 

 

Such delegation is made under the authority of RCW 29A.60.140 and  
WAC 434-262-015. 
 

_______________________/___________________ 

Sign/Date 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140
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Authorization for Canvassing Board Administrative Rules 
 
The county canvassing board shall adopt administrative rules to facilitate and govern the 
canvassing process in that jurisdiction. 

RCW 29A.60.140(4) 
 
Canvassing Board - Notice of Open Public Meeting 
 
All activities of the canvassing board shall be open to the public. The auditor shall publish 
notice of the meetings of the canvassing board. 

WAC 434-262-025 
 

Canvassing Board - Delegation of Authority 
 
The county auditor, prosecuting attorney, and chair of the county legislative authority, or 
designees as per chapter 29A.60 RCW, shall be responsible for the performance of all duties 
of the county canvassing board, as set forth in chapters 29A.40 and 29A.60 RCW, and the 
rules on canvassing adopted by the secretary of state. These duties shall be performed by the 
members of the board, or they may delegate in writing representatives to perform these duties. 
This written delegation of authority shall be filed with the county auditor prior to any person 
undertaking any action on behalf of the board. In no instance may the members of the county 
canvassing board delegate the responsibility of certifying the returns of any primary or election, 
of determining the validity of any challenged ballots, or of rejecting ballots. When considering 
the validity or rejection of ballots, the canvassing board may review the ballots individually, in 
batches, or as part of a report of ballots presented to the board. In the event the canvassing 
board concludes that criminal activity may have occurred, the county auditor must refer the 
ballot and any relevant material to the county sheriff or county prosecuting attorney. 

WAC 434-262-015 
 
Meetings and Activities of the Canvassing Board 
 
Meetings of the county canvassing board are public meetings under chapter 42.30 RCW. All 
rules adopted by the county canvassing board must be adopted in a public meeting under 
chapter 42.30 RCW, and once adopted must be available to the public to review and copy 
under chapter 42.56 RCW. 

 RCW 29A.60.140(5) 
 
Canvassing Procedure 
 
Before canvassing the returns of a primary or election, the chair of the county legislative 
authority or the chair's designee shall administer an oath to the county auditor or the auditor's 
designee attesting to the authenticity of the information presented to the canvassing board. 
This oath must be signed by the county auditor or designee and filed with the returns of the 
primary or election. 
 
The county canvassing board shall proceed to verify the results from the ballots received. The 
board shall execute a certificate of the results of the primary or election signed by all members 
of the board or their designees.  

RCW 29A.60.200 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-025
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.200
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Procedure When Member a Candidate 
 
Members of the county canvassing board may not include individuals who are candidates for 
an office to be voted upon at the primary or election. If no individual is available to serve on the 
canvassing board who is not a candidate at the primary or election the individual who is a 
candidate must not make decisions regarding the determination of a voter's intent with respect 
to a vote cast for that specific office; the decision must be made by the other two members of 
the board.  

RCW 29A.60.150 
 
Canvassing Board Meeting - Emergency Procedure 
 
If a member cannot attend a canvassing board meeting due to an emergency, a designee may 
be appointed according to RCW 29A.60.140 at any time, including the day of the meeting. If a 
designee cannot be appointed, the member may participate in the meeting remotely. 
 
When ballots are considered during the meeting, the remote member must have access to an 
online computer application which allows viewing of ballots. Images of ballots cannot be 
recorded, copied, scanned, emailed, or faxed to the member nor can the member record ballot 
images.  
 
All three county canvassing board members or designees must certify an election. If an 
election is certified during the meeting where a member or designee is attending remotely, a 
copy of the certification document must be sent electronically to the remote member. The 
certification document must be signed in the following manner: 

(a) The members physically present at the meeting must sign the certification document. 
(b) A copy of the certification documentation is sent electronically to the remote member. 
(c) The remote member must print the signature page of the certification, sign the page, 

and return the signed page electronically to the canvassing board meeting location. 
(d) The remote member's signed signature page is printed and attached to the certification 

document signed by the other members of the board, completing the certification 
document. 

WAC 434-262-016 
 
Canvass Board - Certification of Election Results 
 
Ten days after a special election held in February or April, fourteen days after a primary, or 
twenty-one days after a general election, the county canvassing board shall complete the 
canvass and certify the results. Each ballot that was returned before 8:00 p.m. on the day of 
the special election, general election, or primary, and each ballot bearing a postmark on or 
before the date of the special election, general election, or primary and received no later than 
the day before certification, must be included in the canvass report. 

RCW 29A.60.190 
 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.150
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.140
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-016
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.190
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CHAPTER II – OBSERVERS 
 
Observers 
 
All observers are authorized to observe the processing of ballots for the current election as 
defined by WAC 434-250-110. Observers may not touch or record images of voted ballots, 
challenge signature check decisions, object to decisions to count or not count votes or ballots, 
or disrupt ballot processing. The county auditor shall provide written rules for observers. The 
county auditor may require an observer who does not follow the established rules to leave the 
counting center. 

WAC 434-261-020 
 
Prior to initial processing of ballots, the county auditor shall notify the county chair of each 
major political party of the time and date on which processing shall begin, and shall request 
that each major political party appoint official observers to observe the processing and 
tabulation of ballots. If any major political party has appointed observers, such observers may 
be present for initial processing, final processing, or tabulation, if they so choose, but failure to 
appoint or attend shall not preclude the processing or tabulation of ballots. 

WAC 434-250-110 
 
Representatives of the major political parties appointed as observers shall be identified by 
roster, including assigned observer stations if more than one in the counting center, and by 
identification tags which will indicate the observer's name and the party represented. 
 
Public observers may observe initial processing, final processing, or tabulation from the outer 
office area of the elections office and not venture beyond the door to the ballot processing 
room. Any questions an observer may have must be directed to the elections supervisor or 
elections specialist and not to the election workers. Cameras, cell phones, or camcorders may 
not be used unless approved by the auditor or elections supervisor. The auditor, elections 
supervisor and elections specialist have the authority to ask an observer to leave if they feel 
the observer is hindering the processing of ballots or if the observer becomes confrontational.   
 
Logic and Accuracy Test Observers 
 
The official logic and accuracy test must be observed by at least one representative of each 
major political party, if representatives have been appointed by the parties and are present at 
the test. The party observers must be instructed as election observers by the county auditor. 
The official logic and accuracy test must be open to candidates, the press, and the public. If 
any observer hinders or disturbs the logic and accuracy test process, the observer may be 
removed from the test area. An observer who has been removed from a logic and accuracy 
test may also be barred from future tests. The absence of observers may not delay or stop the 
test from being conducted. 

WAC 434-335-290 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-250-110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-250-110
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-335-290
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CHAPTER III – ELECTIONS SECURITY 
 
Counting Center Location - Direction of Proceedings 
 
The Skagit County Elections office is the counting center. The county auditor shall be 
responsible for all counting center functions. Within the counting center, no person except 
those authorized by the county auditor may touch any ballot or ballot container, or operate a 
vote tallying system. The auditor shall identify either by roster or identification tag, or both, 
those persons so authorized. The vote tallying process shall be open to the public to the extent 
that public observation does not interfere with the proceedings or jeopardize the security of the 
ballots.  

WAC 434-261-010 
 
Secure Storage 
 
Secure storage is a container or room that stores voted ballots and electronic data containing 
voted ballot images. Secure storage must employ the use of numbered seals and logs, or 
other security measures, that document each individual's access to the voted ballots or voted 
ballot images, and detect inappropriate access to the secure storage. Voted ballots and voted 
electronic ballot images must remain in secure storage except during processing, duplication, 
resolution, inspection by the canvassing board, or tabulation. Unsecured ballots must be 
accompanied by at least two county auditor staff at all times. 
 
A secure location is a room or other facility where programming and equipment used for ballot 
tabulation are stored. A secure location must use the same security measures as for voted 
ballots and voted ballot images. 
 
Use of numbered seals requires: 
(a) A seal log that documents the numbers of the seals and the individuals applying or 
removing seals; and 
(b) At least two individuals present when seals are applied or removed. Both must sign the 
seal log. 
Closing of unstaffed ballot boxes must follow WAC 434-250-100. Voted ballots and voted ballot 
images may only be accessed in accordance with RCW 29A.60.110 and 29A.60.125. 

WAC 434-261-045 
 
Ballot Containers, Sealing, Opening 
 
Immediately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at a ballot counting center must be sealed 
in containers that identify the primary or election and be retained for at least sixty days or 
according to federal law, whichever is longer.  
 
The containers may only be opened by the canvassing board as part of the canvass, to 
conduct recounts, to conduct a random check under RCW 29A.60.170, to conduct an audit 
under RCW 29A.60.185, or by order of the superior court in a contest or election dispute. If the 
canvassing board opens a ballot container, it shall make a full record of the additional 
tabulation or examination made of the ballots. This record must be added to any other record 
of the canvassing process in that county. 

RCW 29A.60.110 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-010
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-250-100
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.110
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.125
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-045
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.170
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.110


 -11- 

CHAPTER IV – LOGIC AND ACCURACY TEST 
 
Logic and Accuracy Test Conduct 
 
The county must provide adequate personnel to properly operate the ballot tabulation system. 
Whenever possible, the system shall be operated during the test by the same person who will 
be responsible for operating the system on Election Day. The official logic and accuracy test 
shall be conducted as follows: 

(1) Every ballot tabulator and scanner to be used in the primary or election shall be 
tested. Digital scan test decks shall be scanned during the official logic and accuracy test. 

(2) Undervotes recorded by a digital scan system used to resolve or adjudicate ballots 
digitally shall be auto-resolved. Some undervotes may be manually resolved to demonstrate 
the process. 

(3) Digital scan tabulators not used to resolve or adjudicate ballots digitally shall be set 
to out-stack blank ballots, overvotes, and write-in votes. 

(4) A printout of the test results shall be produced and compared to the matrix. If the test 
results do not match the matrix, the reason for the discrepancy must be satisfactorily 
determined and corrections made, if necessary. 

(5) The upload of results to the secretary of state's office shall be tested and verified. 
WAC 434-335-280 

 
Logic and Accuracy Test Observers 
 
The official logic and accuracy test must be observed by at least one representative of each 
major political party, if representatives have been appointed by the parties and are present at 
the test. The party observers must be instructed as election observers by the county auditor. 
The official logic and accuracy test must be open to candidates, the press, and the public. If 
any observer hinders or disturbs the logic and accuracy test process, the observer may be 
removed from the test area. An observer who has been removed from a logic and accuracy 
test may also be barred from future tests. The absence of observers may not delay or stop the 
test from being conducted. 

WAC 434-335-290 
 
  

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-335-280
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-335-290


 -12- 

CHAPTER V – BALLOT HANDLING 
 
Ballots by Mail 
 
All elections in Skagit County are conducted by mail. 

Skagit County Resolution No. R20050132  
 
Each active registered voter of the state, overseas voter, and service voter shall automatically 
be issued a mail ballot for each general election, special election, or primary. Overseas voters 
and service voters are authorized to cast the same ballots, including those for special 
elections, as a registered voter of the state would receive under this chapter. Each active 
registered voter shall continue to receive a ballot by mail until the death or disqualification of 
the voter, cancellation of the voter's registration, or placing the voter on inactive status. 

RCW 29A.40.010 
 
Mailing Ballots 
 
The county auditor must mail ballots to each service and overseas voter at least thirty days 
before each special election, and at least forty-five days before each primary or general 
election, or any special election that involves federal office. A request for a ballot made by an 
overseas or service voter after that day must be processed immediately. 
 
A registered voter may obtain a replacement ballot if the ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or 
not received by the voter. The voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by mail, 
electronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record of each request for a 
replacement ballot. 
 
Each county auditor shall certify to the office of the secretary of state the dates the ballots were 
mailed, or the reason and date the ballots will be mailed if the ballots were not mailed timely. 

RCW 29A.40.070 
 
Ballot Processing 
 
"Initial processing" means all steps taken to prepare ballots for tabulation. Initial processing 
includes, but is not limited to: 

(a) Verification of the signature and postmark on the ballot declaration; 
(b) Removal of the security envelope from the return envelope; 
(c) Removal of the ballot from the security envelope; 
(d) Manual inspection for damage, write-in votes, and incorrect or incomplete marks; 
(e) Duplication of damaged and write-in ballots; 
(f)  Scanning and resolution of ballots on a digital scan voting system; and 
(g) Other preparation of ballots for final processing. 

 
"Final processing" means the reading of ballots by an digital scan voting system for the 
purpose of producing returns of votes cast, but does not include tabulation. 
 
"Tabulation" means the production of returns of votes cast for candidates or ballot measures in 
a form that can be read by a person, whether as precinct totals, partial cumulative totals, or 
final cumulative totals. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.010
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.010
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.070
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Prior to initial processing of ballots, the county auditor shall notify the county chair of each 
major political party of the time and date on which processing shall begin, and shall request 
that each major political party appoint official observers to observe the processing and 
tabulation of ballots. If any major political party has appointed observers, such observers may 
be present for initial processing, final processing, or tabulation, if they so choose, but failure to 
appoint or attend shall not preclude the processing or tabulation of ballots.  

WAC 434-250-110  
 
Processing Returned Ballots 
 
The opening and subsequent processing of return envelopes for any election may begin upon 
receipt. The tabulation of absentee ballots must not commence until after 8:00 p.m. on the day 
of the election. 
 
All received return envelopes must be placed in secure locations from the time of delivery to 
the county auditor until their subsequent opening. After opening the return envelopes, the 
county canvassing board shall place all of the ballots in secure storage until processing. 
Ballots may be taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal procedural steps may be 
performed to prepare these ballots for tabulation. 
 
The canvassing board, or its designated representatives, shall examine the postmark on the 
return envelope and signature on the declaration before processing the ballot. The ballot must 
either be received no later than 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election, or must be postmarked no 
later than the day of the election. All personnel assigned to verify signatures must receive 
training on statewide standards for signature verification. Personnel shall verify that the voter's 
signature on the ballot declaration is the same as the signature of that voter in the registration 
files of the county. A variation between the signature of the voter on the ballot declaration and 
the signature of that voter in the registration files due to the substitution of initials or the use of 
common nicknames is permitted so long as the surname and handwriting are clearly the same. 
 
If the postmark is missing or illegible, the date on the ballot declaration to which the voter has 
attested determines the validity, as to the time of voting, for that ballot. For overseas voters 
and service voters, the date on the declaration to which the voter has attested determines the 
validity, as to the time of voting, for that ballot. Any overseas voter or service voter may return 
the signed declaration and voted ballot by fax or email by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the primary 
or election, and the county auditor must use established procedures to maintain the secrecy of 
the ballot. 

RCW 29A.40.110 
 
Verification of the Signature and Return Date 
 
Ballots shall be counted if they meet the following criteria (WAC 434‐250‐120). The ballot 
declaration is signed with a valid signature. A valid signature may be the voter's name or a 
distinctive mark or symbol signed by the voter. If the voter is unable to sign his or her name, 
the voter may make a mark or symbol with two witnesses' signatures. A signature stamp 
accompanied by two witness signatures is an acceptable mark. A power of attorney cannot be 
used as a signature for a voter. 
 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-250-110
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.110
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The envelope is postmarked not later than the day of the election and received not later than 
the day before certification of the election. A postmark is any official mark, imprint, or 
application that verifies when a ballot entered the U.S. postal system. The postmark on the 
envelope is the official date of mailing. If there are two postmarks, the earlier postmark is the 
date of mailing. A hand cancellation by an agent of the U.S. Postal Service is a postmark. 
 
If the postmark is illegible or missing, the date of the voter's signature is the date of mailing as 
per RCW 29A.40.110. If the postmark is illegible or missing and the voter did not include a 
date with their signature, county auditors may use available U.S. Postal Service tools to verify 
the date of mailing. 
 
The ballot is deposited in a ballot drop box no later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day; or the 
ballot is received by fax or email no later than 8:00 p.m. on election day. Only UOCAVA voters 
may return a voted ballot electronically by fax or email. These voters do not need to return a 
hard copy of the ballot in order for an electronic ballot to be counted, however, the fax or email 
ballot must be received by 8:00 p.m. PT. (RCW 29A.40.110, 29A.60.190; WAC 434-208-060, 
434-235-040, 434-250-120) Non-UOCAVA voters cannot return a voted ballot electronically. 
(Clearing House #18-05) 
 
The signature verification process shall be open to the public, subject to reasonable 
procedures adopted by the canvassing board to ensure that order is maintained and to 
safeguard the integrity of the process. 

      WAC 434-250-120 
 
Signature Verification Standard 
 
A signature must be matched to the signature on file in the voter registration records. The 
following characteristics must be utilized to evaluate signatures to determine whether they are 
by the same writer: 

(1) The signature is handwritten. 
(2) Agreement in style and general appearance, including basic construction, skill, 

alignment, fluency, and a general uniformity and consistency between signatures; 
(3) Agreement in the proportions of individual letters, height to width, and heights of the 

upper to lower case letters; 
(4) Irregular spacing, slants, or sizes of letters that are duplicated in both signatures; 
(5) After considering the general traits, agreement of the most distinctive, unusual traits 

of the signatures. 
A single distinctive trait is insufficient to conclude that the signatures are by the same writer. 
There must be a combination or cluster of shared characteristics. Likewise, there must be a 
cluster of differences to conclude that the signatures are by different writers. 

WAC 434-379-020 
 
Initial Processing - Manual Inspection  

 
All voted ballots must be manually inspected for damage, write-in votes, and incorrect or 
incomplete marks. If it is found that any ballot is damaged so that it cannot properly be counted 
by the vote tallying system, a true duplicate copy must be made of the damaged ballot in the 
presence of witnesses and substituted for the damaged ballot. All damaged ballots must be 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.110
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-250-120
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-379-020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-379-020
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kept by the county auditor until sixty days after the primary or election or according to federal 
law, whichever is longer. 

RCW 29A.60.120 
 
Opening of Returned Ballots 
 
Return ballot envelopes shall be opened in batches by election workers hired for the purpose. 
The election workers will conduct all activities in ballot processing teams of two. Whenever 
possible, the two members should be of different political parties. The ballot processing teams 
have the responsibility of expressing any concerns about ballot secrecy, security, or 
accounting. Upon opening, all inner security envelopes for the batch shall be extracted from 
the return envelopes. The return envelopes shall be stored under numbered seal. 
 
The ballots shall be removed from the security envelopes, and the security envelopes shall be 
stored under numbered seal. 
 
Inspection of Ballots 
 
The ballot processing teams shall inspect the ballots for any damage, stray marks, or other 
issues that will keep the ballot from being counted properly. Unreadable or unclear ballots will 
be duplicated or presented to the canvassing board for disposition. 
 
Manual Inspection of Ballots 
 
All voting positions on voted ballots shall be manually inspected on both sides of the ballot to 
determine whether the ballot is readable by the vote tabulating system. The county auditor 
must ensure that write-in votes are tabulated according to RCW 29A.60.021, consistent with 
the voter's intent. Ballots must be inspected for overvotes, undervotes, and write-in votes prior 
to tabulation. This manual inspection is a required part of processing ballots. 
 
The state of Washington is a voter intent state. When a voter's choice or intention can be 
determined, that vote shall be counted. If the manual inspection process detects any physically 
damaged ballots, unreadable ballots which might not be correctly counted by the tabulating 
equipment, or marks that differ from those specified in the voting instructions, such ballots may 
be duplicated or resolved, if necessary, and counted according to the statewide standards on 
what is a vote, as provided in WAC 434-261-086. The county canvassing board may authorize 
the county auditor to duplicate ballots that may be unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating 
system. Write-in votes without a readable mark in the target area must be processed according 
to the statewide standards on what is a vote found in WAC 434-261-086. The county 
canvassing board shall make the final determination of voter intent for ballots not addressed in 
the statewide standards on what is a vote. 

WAC 434-261-070 
 
Damaged Ballots (see also Chapter VI – Duplication of Ballots) 
 
If inspection of the ballot reveals a physically damaged ballot or ballot that may be otherwise 
unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating system, the county auditor may refer the ballot to 
the county canvassing board or duplicate the ballot if so authorized by the county canvassing 
board. The voter's original ballot may not be altered. A ballot may be duplicated only if the 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.120
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.021
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-070
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-070
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intent of the voter's marks on the ballot is clear and the electronic voting equipment might not 
otherwise properly tally the ballot to reflect the intent of the voter. Ballots must be duplicated by 
teams of two people working together. When duplicating ballots, the county auditor shall take 
the following steps to create and maintain an audit trail of the action taken: 
 
Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number, 
with the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate 
ballot may be tied back to the original ballot. A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which 
must at least include the control number of each original ballot and the corresponding duplicate 
ballot, the initials of the two people who participate in duplication of each ballot, and the total 
number of ballots duplicated. 
 
Original and duplicate ballots must be sealed in secure storage at all times, except during 
duplication, inspection by the canvassing board, tabulation, or to conduct an audit under RCW 
29A.60.185. 

RCW 29A.60.125 
  

Scanning for Tabulation 
 
The ballot processing team scans the ballots for tabulation. After scanning a batch of ballots, 
the team resolves any clear undervotes and overvotes. Any ballot with a question of voter 
intent will not be scanned for tabulation and securely stored until reviewed by the canvassing 
board.  
 
Manual Inspection of Ballot - Acceptability of Marks - Voter Intent 
 
When questions arise on what is a vote, the canvassing board shall refer to the Secretary of 
State publication titled Voter Intent: Statewide Standards on What Is A Vote.  
 
The following standards determine whether irregular marks on a ballot constitute a valid vote 
that may be counted.  
 
Target area. Any marks made in the target area shall be counted as valid votes, with the 
exceptions below. Any marks made outside of the target area shall be valid only if they form a 
pattern of similar marks. The following marks in the target area are exceptions that are not 
valid votes: 
 

• Obvious stray marks; 
• Hesitation marks; 
• Parts of written notes; and 
• Corrected votes.  

 
Anything else. Voter intent on questionable marks not covered by the rules in this manual must 
be determined by county canvassing boards according to all applicable laws of the state of 
Washington and the canvassing board manual. Where more than one rule may apply, the 
county canvassing board has authority to determine which rule is most appropriate. 

WAC 434-261-086 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.125
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
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Questions on Validity of Ballot - Rejection 
 
Whenever the counting center personnel have a question about the validity of a ballot or the 
votes for an office or issue that they are unable to resolve, they shall prepare and sign a 
concise record of the facts in question or dispute. These ballots shall be delivered to the 
canvassing board for processing. A ballot is not considered rejected until the canvassing board 
has rejected the ballot individually, or the ballot was included in a batch or on a report of ballots 
that was rejected in its entirety by the canvassing board. All ballots shall be preserved in the 
same manner as valid ballots for that primary or election. 

RCW 29A.60.050 
 
Periodic Count of Remaining Ballots - After Election Night 
 
The county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing board, shall process ballots if the 
county auditor is in possession of more than five hundred ballots that have yet to be 
canvassed or at least every third day. In order to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county 
auditor may use discretion to decide when to process ballots and canvass the votes. 
Tabulation results must be made available to the public immediately upon completion of the 
canvass. Records of ballots counted must be made available to the public at the end of each 
day that the county auditor has processed ballots during and after an election. 

RCW 29A.60.160 
 
Rejection of Ballots or Parts - Write-in Votes 
 
A ballot is invalid and no votes on that ballot may be counted if it is found folded together with 
another ballot. 
 
Those parts of a ballot are invalid and no votes may be counted for those issues or offices 
where more votes are cast for the office or issue than are permitted by law; write-in votes do 
not contain all of the information required under RCW 29A.60.021; or that issue or office is not 
marked with sufficient definiteness to determine the voter's choice or intention. No write-in vote 
may be rejected due to a variation in the form of the name if the canvassing board can 
determine the issue for or against which or the person and the office for which the voter 
intended to vote. 

RCW 29A.60.040 
 
Rejection of Ballots or Parts of Ballots 
 
The county canvassing board must reject any ballot cast by a voter who was not qualified to 
vote, or for other reasons required by law or administrative rule. A log must be kept of all voted 
ballots rejected, and must be included in the minutes of each county canvassing board 
meeting. Ballots or parts of ballots shall be rejected by the canvassing board in the following 
instances: 

(a) Where a voter has already voted one ballot; 
(b) Where two voted ballots are returned together: 

(i)  If the two ballots are returned with only one valid signature on the ballot 
declaration, the races and measures voted the same on both ballots may be 
counted once. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.160
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.021
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.040
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(ii) If the two ballots are returned with two valid signatures on the ballot declaration, 
both ballots may be counted in their entirety; 

(c) Where a ballot or parts of a ballot are marked in such a way that it is not possible 
to determine the voter's intent consistent with WAC 434-261-086; 

(d) Where the voter has voted for candidates or issues for whom he or she is not 
entitled to vote; 

(e) Where the voter has overvoted; 
(f)  Where the voter validly transferred out of the county; 
(g) Where the ballot was created for a prior election. 

WAC 434-262-031 
 

Votes on Something Other Than a Ballot 
 
If the voter returns voting responses by mail on any form other than a ballot, the votes thereon 
shall be acceptable and tallied provided that: 
 

a) Only votes for offices or measures for which the voter is eligible are counted. 
b) The candidate or measure response position for which the voter is voting can be 

clearly identified. 
c) The ballot issued is not returned, or if returned, contains no marks indicating an 

attempt to vote it. 
d) A valid signature on a ballot declaration is received with the voting responses. 

 
The votes accepted must then be duplicated to a ballot that can be read by the electronic 
voting equipment. 
 
Votes on a ballot from a previous primary or election cannot be counted for another primary or 
election. These ballots must be rejected per WAC 434-262-031. 

WAC 434-261-075 
 
  

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-031
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-031
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-075
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CHAPTER VI − DUPLICATION OF BALLOTS 
 
Ballot Duplication Procedures 
 
If a ballot is damaged, unreadable, uncountable, or unable to be resolved by the tabulation 
system, a team of two people working together must duplicate ballots to reflect the voter's 
intent according to WAC 434-261-086. A different team of two working together must audit 
every duplicated ballot to verify the ballots were duplicated correctly. The voter's original ballot 
may not be altered. The county auditor shall tabulate the duplicate ballot. 
 
If voter intent is not clear, the ballot must be referred to the canvassing board. When 
duplicating ballots, the county auditor shall take the following steps to create and maintain an 
audit trail of the action taken: 
 
Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be assigned the same unique control number, 
with the number being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each duplicate 
ballot may be tied back to the original ballot. A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which 
must at least include: the control number of each original ballot and the corresponding 
duplicate ballot, the initials of the two people who participated in the duplication of each ballot, 
and the total number of ballots duplicated. 
 
Original and duplicate ballots must be kept in secure storage at all times, except during 
duplication, inspection by the canvassing board, or tabulation. 

WAC 434-261-100 
 
Procedures to Duplicate a Ballot 
 
1. Duplicate any ballot that is unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating machines. The 

ballot markings must be clear enough to determine the intent of the voter. If the voter’s intent 
is not clear, the ballot must be sent to the Canvassing Board. Only the Canvassing Board 
may reject a ballot or part of a ballot.  

 
2. Create and maintain an audit trail for the action taken with each duplicated ballot. 
 
3. Assign each ballot duplicated and sent to the Canvassing Board a unique control number. 

Mark the number on the face of the original ballot and its duplicate.  
 
4. Use teams of two to duplicate ballots. First team member will mark the duplicate ballot while 

the second team member calls out the offices and/or measures to be marked. The first 
person then will read back the offices/measures that have been marked while the second 
person verifies them. 

 
5. Keep a log of the ballots duplicated and sent to canvass, including the following:  

 
(a) The control number of each ballot;  
(b) The initials of two people who participated in the duplication process;  
(c) The total number of ballots duplicated and sent to canvass.  

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-100
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6. Each initial duplication team shall be audited by a different two person team to ensure all 
ballots have been processed accurately.  
 
7. Originals and duplicated ballots are kept in secure storage at all times, except when being 
processed, tabulated, inspected by the Canvassing Board, or to conduct an audit. The seal 
numbers, along with the date and time, are recorded on a ballot security log and are witnessed 
by two elections employees whenever ballot storage is opened and closed. 
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CHAPTER VII – VOTER SIGNATURE ISSUES 
 
Unsigned Ballot Declaration or Mismatched Signatures 
 
Voter neglects to sign a ballot declaration 
 
If a voter neglects to sign a ballot declaration, signs with a mark and fails to have two 
witnesses attest to the signature, or signs but the signature on the ballot declaration does not 
match the signature on the voter registration record, the county auditor shall notify the voter by 
first class mail of the correct procedures for curing the signature. If the ballot is received during 
the last three business days before the final meeting of the canvassing board, or the voter has 
been notified by first class mail and has not responded by the last three business days before 
the final meeting of the canvassing board, the county auditor must attempt to notify the voter 
by telephone using information in the voter registration record. 
 
Signature on the declaration does not match 
 
If the signature on the declaration does not match the signature on the voter registration 
record, the voter must either: 

(a) Appear in person and sign the declaration no later than the day before certification of 
the primary or election; or 

(b) Sign a copy of the declaration, or mark the declaration in front of two witnesses, and 
return it to the county auditor no later than the day before certification of the primary 
or election. 

The updated signature provided on the registration form becomes the signature in the voter 
registration record for the current election and future elections. 
 
A record must be kept of all ballots with missing and mismatched signatures. The record must 
contain the date on which the voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as well as the 
date on which the voter subsequently submitted a signature to cure the missing or mismatched 
signature. That record is a public record under chapter 42.56 RCW and may be disclosed to 
interested parties on written request. 

WAC 434-261-050 
 
  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
file://chcnty1/Camolyn/desktop/Canvass%20Board/WAC%20434-261-050
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CHAPTER VIII − WRITE-IN VOTES 
 
Write-in Voting - Candidates, Declaration 
 
Any person who desires to be a write-in candidate shall file a declaration of candidacy with the 
officer designated in RCW 29A.24.070 not later than 8:00 p.m. on the day of the primary or 
election. A write-in declaration of candidacy is timely if filed by this deadline. No votes shall be 
counted for a write-in candidate who has not properly filed a write-in declaration of candidacy. 
 
Votes cast for write-in candidates who have filed such declarations of candidacy need only 
specify the name of the candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot in order to be 
counted. 
 
No person may file as a write-in candidate where: 

(a) At a general election, the person attempting to file either filed as a write-in candidate 
for the same office at the preceding primary or the person's name was printed on the ballot for 
the same office at the preceding primary; 

(b) The person attempting to file as a write-in candidate has already filed a valid write-in 
declaration for that primary or election; 

(c) The name of the person attempting to file is already printed on the ballot as a 
candidate for another office, unless the other office is precinct committee officer or a temporary 
elected position, such as charter review board member or freeholder; 

(d) The office filed for is precinct committee officer. 
RCW 29A.24.311 

 
Write-in Filing Fee 
 
Write-in candidates that file more than 18 days before an election do not pay a filing fee.  
 
Write-in candidates that file 18 days or less before an election must pay a filing fee. For offices with 
a fixed annual salary of more than $1,000, the filing fee is 1% of the annual salary. For offices with 
a fixed annual salary of $1,000 or less, the filing fee is $25. Candidates for offices without a fixed 
annual salary must also pay the $25 filing fee, including those paid on per diem or per meeting 
basis. Candidates may submit a filing fee petition in lieu of the filing fee. 

Clearinghouse #18-03 
 
Write-in Voting - Counting of Vote 
 
For any office, except precinct committee officer, at any election or primary, any voter may 
write in on the ballot the name of any person for an office. Votes must be individually tallied for 
a candidate who has filed as a write-in candidate for the office by 8:00 PM on election night. 
RCW 29A.24.311. No write-in vote for a declared write-in candidate may be rejected due to 
variation in the form of the name if the canvassing board can determine the person and office 
for which the voter intended to vote. 
 
The total number of write-in votes cast for each office must be recorded and reported with the 
canvass for the election. 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.24.070
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.24.311
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/auditorsctp/18-03%20write-in%20voting.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.24.311
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A write-in vote for an individual candidate for an office whose name is printed on the ballot for 
that same office is a valid vote for that candidate as long as the candidate's name is clearly 
discernible, even if the voter also marked a vote for that candidate such as to otherwise 
register an overvote. 
 
Write-in votes cast for an individual candidate for an office whose name does not appear on 
the ballot need not be individually tallied unless the candidate has filed a timely declaration of 
write-in candidacy. 

RCW 29A.60.021 
 

  

file://chcnty1/Camolyn/desktop/Canvass%20Board/RCW%2029A.60.021
file://chcnty1/Camolyn/desktop/Canvass%20Board/RCW%2029A.60.021
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CHAPTER IX – POST ELECTION AUDITS 
 
Post Elections Audits 
 
Prior to certification of the election as required by RCW 29A.60.190, the county auditor shall 
conduct a random audit of up to six batches, by doing a manual count, and comparing the 
results against the tabulation results. The audit will involve one office/issue and take place no 
later than forty-eight hours after Election Day. 
 
Prior to certification of the election, the county auditor must conduct an audit of ballots 
duplicated under RCW 29A.60.125. The audit of duplicated ballots must involve a comparison 
of the duplicated ballot to the original ballot. The county canvassing board must establish 
procedures for the auditing of duplicated ballots. 

RCW 29A.60.185 
 
Audit of Duplicated Ballots Procedure 
 
All duplicated ballots will be audited before the duplicated ballots are scanned. A team of two 
other than the team of two who duplicated the ballots will conduct the audit.  
 
The auditor shall notify political parties of the date of the audit. 
 
Procedure: 

1. Teams of two that were not involved in the duplicating process will conduct the audit. 
a. Items needed: 

i. Spoiled ballots 
ii. Duplicated ballots 
iii. Spoiled ballot log 
iv. Certification of Audit form 

2. Pull all duplicated ballots and spoiled ballots, putting them in order of the duplicating log. 
3. Using the audit certification form, write down the control number from the duplicated 

ballot. 
4. Working with one set at a time (one spoiled ballot and the matching duplicated ballot), 

compare them to each other and mark if they match or not on the form. 
5. If there are any discrepancies, place the set containing the spoiled ballot and matching 

duplicated ballot aside. 
6. The duplicating team will then duplicate a new ballot. 

a. Attach the incorrectly marked ballot to the original spoiled ballot marked by the 
voter and place them with the other spoiled ballots. 

b. Place the new duplicated ballot with the other duplicated ballots waiting to be 
audited. 

c. Use a red pen and write the next sequential duplication number (from the 
duplicating log) on the new ballot, the incorrectly marked ballot and the original 
spoiled ballot marked by the voter and write the precinct on the log. 

d. Make a notation of “N” (not matched) in the column on the Certification of Audit 
form. 

7. Replace the audited spoiled ballots in the spoiled ballot envelope. 
8. Replace the new audited duplicated ballots back in the tray – to be tabulated. 
9. Report the results of the audit to the canvassing board.  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60&full=true#29A.60.190
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60&full=true#29A.60.125
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
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Random Audit Count Procedure 
 
The purpose of this procedure is to manually audit the ballot tabulator results to verify the 
machine is correctly counting the ballots. An Official Logic & Accuracy Test is performed prior 
to each election for the same purpose. 
 
A random audit count will take place no later than forty-eight hours after Election Day. 
 
Random Check of Digital Scan Ballot Counting Equipment 
 
Upon the mutual agreement of the political party observers, or at the discretion of the county 
auditor, a random check of the digital scan ballot counting equipment shall be conducted for a 
special, primary, and general election. The random check shall involve a comparison of a 
manual count of ballots to the machine count, and will involve, at a minimum, six groups of 
ballot batches.  
 
Selection of Batches 
 
Observers may select six groups of ballot batches and one office or issue for the random 
check. Groups may be selected from only groups not yet scanned into the ballot tabulator. 
The manual count shall be conducted the day after Election Day. 
 
Preparing for the Random Check 
 

a) Print the audit form. 
b) The day after the election, have the political parties, if available, select the groups to 

be included in the random check ready to tabulate. 
c) The day after the election, prior to scanning any other ballot since the 8:00 p.m. 

Election Night tabulation, print a cumulative and precinct report. 
 
Performing Random Count 
 
Manual counts shall be conducted by a team of two. 
 
Bring the groups of ballots and tally sheet to where the audit will be performed. 
 
The results from the cumulative reports shall not be given to team members with the ballots; 
only the groups of ballots that are part of the audit. 
 
The hand tally sheet will contain the following categories:  

Response 1 
Response 2 
Response 3 (if primary) 
Write-ins 
Undervotes 
Overvotes  
Blank 
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To perform the hand tally, each person takes one group at a time: 
 

1. Locate and separate the ballots for the race/issue to be counted. 
2. Sort the ballots to be counted by response categories listed above. 
3. Count each category and write the number on the tally sheet. 
4. Put that group aside and take another group. Each team member will tally each  
 group separately. 
5. Repeat first three steps until all groups have been tallied by both team members. 
6. Scan the groups of ballots selected for the manual count. 
7. Print another cumulative report and precinct report.  
8. If both counts on the tally sheet match, the results shall be compared to the results  
 of the cumulative report. 

 
If the hand count and cumulative report counts match, the county team members will certify the 
count on the certification form. Provide the certification form to the canvassing board. 
 
If the counts do not match, the team shall conduct another count. If the second count still does 
not match, the ballots must be referred to a new team and counted again. 
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CHAPTER X – RECOUNT 
 
A recount may be either mandatory or requested. (RCW 29A.64 Recounts) 
 
Mandatory Recount 
 
If the official canvass of all of the returns for any office at any primary or election reveals that 
the difference in the number of votes cast for a candidate apparently qualified for the general 
election ballot or elected to any office, and the number of votes cast for the closest apparently 
defeated opponent is less than two thousand votes and also less than one-half of one percent 
of the total number of votes cast for both candidates, the county canvassing board shall 
conduct a recount of all votes cast on that position. 
 
Whenever such a difference occurs in the number of votes cast for candidates for a position 
the declaration of candidacy for which was filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of 
state shall, within three business days of the day that the returns of the primary or election are 
first certified by the canvassing boards of those counties, direct those boards to recount all 
votes cast on the position. 
 
For statewide elections, if the difference in the number of votes cast for the apparent winner 
and the closest apparently defeated opponent is less than one thousand votes and also less 
than one-fourth of one percent of the total number of votes cast for both candidates, the votes 
shall be recounted manually or as provided in subsection (3) of this section. 
 
A mandatory recount shall be conducted in the manner provided by 
RCW 29A.64.030, 29A.64.041, and 29A.64.061. No cost of a mandatory recount may be 
charged to any candidate. 

RCW 29A.64.021 
 

Deposit of Fees – Notice - Public Proceeding 
 
An application for a recount shall state the office or ballot measure for which a recount is 
requested, and whether the request is for all precincts or only a portion of the precincts in that 
jurisdiction. The person filing an application for a manual recount shall, at the same time, 
deposit with the county canvassing board or secretary of state, in cash or by certified check, a 
sum equal to twenty-five cents for each ballot cast in the jurisdiction or portion of the 
jurisdiction for which the recount is requested as security for the payment of any costs of 
conducting the recount. If the application is for a machine recount, the deposit must be equal 
to fifteen cents for each ballot. These charges shall be determined by the county canvassing 
board or boards under RCW 29A.64.081. 

 
The county canvassing board shall determine the date, time, and place or places at which the 
recount will be conducted. Not less than one day before the date of the recount, the county 
auditor shall notify the applicant or affected parties and, if the recount involves an office, to any 
person for whom votes were cast for that office of the date, time, and place of the recount. 
Each person entitled to receive notice of the recount may attend, witness the recount, and be 
accompanied by counsel. 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.041
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.061
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?Cite=29A.64.021
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?Cite=29A.64.021
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.081
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Proceedings of the canvassing board are public under chapter 42.30 RCW. Subject to 
reasonable and equitable guidelines adopted by the canvassing board, all interested persons 
may attend and witness a recount. 

RCW 29A.64.030 
 

Procedure - Request to Stop - Observers 
 
At the time and place established for a recount, the canvassing board or its duly authorized 
representatives, in the presence of all witnesses who may be in attendance, shall open the 
sealed containers containing the ballots to be recounted, and shall recount the votes for the 
offices or issues for which the recount has been ordered. Ballots shall be handled only by the 
members of the canvassing board or their duly authorized representatives. 
 
The canvassing board shall not permit the tabulation of votes for any nomination, election, or 
issue other than the ones for which a recount was applied for or required. 
 
At any time before the ballots from all of the precincts listed in the application for the recount 
have been recounted, the applicant may file with the board a written request to stop the 
recount. 
 
The recount may be observed by persons representing the candidates affected by the recount 
or the persons representing both sides of an issue that is being recounted. Witnesses shall be 
permitted to observe the ballots and the process of tabulating the votes, but they shall not be 
permitted to handle the ballots. The observers may not make a record of the names, 
addresses, or other information on the ballots, declarations, or lists of voters unless authorized 
by the superior court. The secretary of state or county auditor may limit the number of 
observers to not less than two on each side if, in his or her opinion, a greater number would 
cause undue delay or disruption of the recount process. 

RCW 29A.64.041 
 
Amended Abstracts 
 
Upon completion of the canvass of a recount, the canvassing board shall prepare and certify 
an amended abstract showing the votes cast in each precinct for which the recount was 
conducted. Copies of the amended abstracts must be transmitted to the same officers who 
received the abstract on which the recount was based. 
 
If the office or issue for which the recount was conducted was filed with the county auditor, the 
canvassing board shall file the amended abstract with the original results of that election or 
primary. 
 
If the office or issue for which a recount was conducted was filed with the secretary of state, 
the secretary of state shall canvass the amended abstracts and shall file an amended abstract 
with the original results of that election. The secretary of state may require that the amended 
abstracts be certified by each canvassing board on a uniform date. 
 
An amended abstract certified under this section supersedes any prior abstract of the results 
for the same offices or issues at the same primary or election. 

RCW 29A.64.061 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.030
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.041
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.041
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64.061
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 CHAPTER XI − TIED RACE 
 
Tie in Primary or Final Election 
 
If, at a primary, two or more candidates are tied for first place, the order on the general election 
ballot shall be decided by lot. If, at a primary, two or more candidates are tied for second place, 
the candidate that advances to the general election shall be decided by lot. 
 
If, at a final election and following a recount, two or more candidates are tied for first place, the 
winner shall be decided by lot. 

RCW 29A.60.221 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.221
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CHAPTER XII – PROVISIONAL BALLOTS 
 
Provisional Ballots   
 
"Provisional ballot" means a ballot issued to a voter who would otherwise be denied an 
opportunity to vote a regular ballot, or for any other reason authorized by the Help America 
Vote Act or Washington State Law.  
 
Provisional ballots must be accompanied by a declaration and security envelope, as required 
by RCW 29A.40.091, and space for the voter's name, date of birth, current and former 
registered address, reason for the provisional ballot, and disposition of the provisional ballot. 
The voter shall vote and return the provisional ballot at the voting center. The voter must be 
provided information on how to ascertain whether the provisional ballot was counted and, if 
applicable, the reason why the vote was not counted. 

RCW 29A.40.160(8) 
 
Upon receipt of the provisional ballot, including provisional ballots from other counties or 
states, the county auditor must investigate the circumstances surrounding the provisional ballot 
prior to certification of the primary or election. A voted ballot received from an unregistered 
voter, other than a service or overseas voter, is considered a provisional ballot. A provisional 
ballot cannot be counted unless the voter's name, signature and the date of birth, if available, 
matches a voter registration record. Once the provisional ballot has been investigated, 
disposition of the ballot is as follows: 

(1) If there is no record of the voter ever having been registered, the voter must be 
offered the opportunity to register and the provisional ballot is not counted. 

(2) If the voter was previously registered and later canceled and the auditor determines 
that the cancellation was in error, the voter's registration must be immediately restored and the 
provisional ballot counted. 

(3) If the voter was previously registered and later canceled and the auditor determines 
that the cancellation was not in error, the voter must be offered the opportunity to reregister 
and the provisional ballot is not counted. 

(4) If the voter is a registered voter but has voted a ballot other than the one which the 
voter would have received for his or her precinct, the auditor must ensure that only those votes 
for the positions and measures for which the voter was eligible to vote are counted. 

(5) If the voter is a registered voter in another county, the auditor shall forward the ballot 
and a corresponding voter guide, or other means by which the ballot can be interpreted, to the 
elections official for the jurisdiction in which the voter is registered. The ballot must be 
forwarded within seven calendar days after a primary or special election and fourteen calendar 
days after a general election, and as soon as possible if past that date. 

(6) If the voter voted a regular ballot and a provisional ballot, the provisional ballot is not 
counted if the regular ballot has already been counted. The regular ballot is not counted if the 
provisional ballot has already been counted. 

(7) If the voter voted a provisional ballot because he or she failed to produce 
identification at a voting center, the ballot is counted if the signature on the envelope matches 
the signature in the voter registration record. 

(8) If the voter voted a provisional ballot because the voter is provisionally registered 
and the voter's registration record is still flagged as requiring verification of identity, the 
provisional ballot is not counted. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.091
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.160
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.160
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(9) Provisional ballots voted for reasons not covered by this section or state statute 
must be determined by the county canvassing board. 

WAC 434-262-032 
 

  

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-032
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CHAPTER XIII − CHALLENGES 
 
Times for Filing Challenges - Hearings - Treatment of Challenged Ballots 
 
Challenges must be filed with the county auditor of the county in which the challenged voter is 
registered no later than forty-five days before the election. The county auditor presides over 
the hearing. 
 
Only if the challenged voter registered to vote less than sixty days before the election, or 
changed residence less than sixty days before the election without transferring his or her 
registration, may a challenge be filed not later than ten days before any primary or election, 
general or special, or within ten days of the voter being added to the voter registration 
database, whichever is later. 
 
If the challenge is filed within forty-five days before an election at which the challenged voter is 
eligible to vote, a notation of the challenge must be made immediately in the voter registration 
system, and the county canvassing board presides over the hearing. 
 
If the challenge is filed before the challenged voter's ballot is received, the ballot must be 
treated as a challenged ballot. 
 
If the challenge is filed after the challenged voter's ballot is received, the challenge cannot 
affect the current election.  

RCW 29A.08.820 
 

County Auditor Duties - Dismissal of Challenges – Notification – Hearings - Counting or 
Cancellation of Ballots 
 
If the challenge is not in proper form or the factual basis for the challenge does not meet the 
legal grounds for a challenge, the county auditor may dismiss the challenge and notify the 
challenger of the reasons for the dismissal. A challenge is not in proper form if it is incomplete 
on its face or does not substantially comply with the form issued by the secretary of state. 
 
If the challenge is in proper form and the factual basis meets the legal grounds for a challenge, 
the county auditor must notify the challenged voter and provide a copy of the affidavit. The 
county auditor shall also provide to any person, upon request, a copy of all materials provided 
to the challenged voter. If the challenge is to the residential address provided by the voter, the 
challenged voter must be provided notice of the exceptions allowed in RCW 29A.08.112 and 
29A.04.151, and Article VI, section 4 of the state Constitution. A challenged voter may transfer 
or reregister until the day before the election. The county auditor must schedule a hearing and 
notify the challenger and the challenged voter of the time and place for the hearing. 
 
All notices must be by certified mail to the address provided in the voter registration record, 
and any other addresses at which the challenged voter is alleged to reside or the county 
auditor reasonably expects the voter to receive notice. The challenger and challenged voter 
may either appear in person or submit testimony by affidavit. 
 
The challenger has the burden to prove by clear and convincing evidence that the challenged 
voter's registration is improper. The challenged voter must be provided a reasonable 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.820
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.820
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.112
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.04.151


 -33- 

opportunity to respond. If the challenge is to the residential address provided by the voter, the 
challenged voter may provide evidence that he or she resides at the location described in his 
or her voter's registration records, or meets one of the exceptions allowed in RCW 29A.08.112 
or 29A.04.151, or Article VI, section 4 of the state Constitution. If either the challenger or 
challenged voter fails to appear at the hearing, the challenge must be resolved based on the 
available facts. 
 
If the challenge is based on an allegation under RCW 29A.08.810(1)(a), (b), (d), or (e) and the 
canvassing board sustains the challenge, the challenged ballot shall not be counted. If the 
challenge is based on an allegation under RCW 29A.08.810(1)(c) and the canvassing board 
sustains the challenge, the board shall permit the voter to correct his or her voter registration 
and any races and ballot measures on the challenged ballot that the voter would have been 
qualified to vote for had the registration been correct shall be counted. 
 
If the challenger fails to prove by clear and convincing evidence that the registration is 
improper, the challenge must be dismissed and the pending challenged ballot must be 
accepted as valid. Challenged ballots must be resolved before certification of the election. The 
decision of the county auditor or canvassing board is final subject only to judicial review by the 
superior court under chapter 34.05 RCW. 

RCW 29A.08.840 
 
Voter Registration Challenges 
 
All county auditors and the secretary of state shall furnish to the public on request forms that 
allow a registered voter to challenge the registration of another voter pursuant to RCW 
29A.08.810 through 29A.08.850. The secretary of state must make the form available on its 
web site. 
 
Voter registration challenges filed with the county auditor shall be published on the county 
auditor's web site as required by RCW 29A.08.835. The final decision of the county auditor or 
canvassing board shall also be posted on the county auditor's web site. The challenge and 
final decision must remain on the county auditor's web site for one month after the final 
decision was made. 

WAC 434-324-115 
 
 
Notification Requirements 
 
The auditor shall, within seventy-two hours of receipt, publish on the auditor’s web site the 
entire content of any voter challenge filed under chapter 29A.08 RCW. Immediately after 
publishing any voter challenge, the county auditor shall notify any person who requests to 
receive such notifications on an ongoing basis. 

RCW 29A.08.835 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.112
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.04.151
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.810
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.810
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.840
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.810
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.850
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.835
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-324-115
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.835
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CHAPTER XIV − COUNTY CANVASS REPORT 
 
County Auditor's Abstract of Votes 
 
The county canvassing board shall meet and canvass all ballots. Upon completion of this 
canvass ten days after a special election, fourteen days after a primary, and twenty-one days 
after a general election, the county auditor shall present the auditor's abstract of votes, which 
must include, at a minimum: 

(1) The number of registered voters eligible to vote in the election, by precinct; 
(2) The number of ballots cast in the election, by precinct; 
(3) The votes cast for each race or issue, including write-ins, undervotes, and overvotes, by 
      precinct; 
(4) Cumulative vote totals including write-ins, undervotes, and overvotes; and 
(5) An aggregate total of votes cast for each declared candidate qualifying for the general 

election or elected. Individual write-in vote tallies for candidates not meeting the minimum 
threshold according to chapter 29A.60 RCW shall not be included in the official abstract of 
votes and results displayed online. 
 
Write-in votes for candidates whose names appear on the ballot for that office should be 
counted according to WAC 434-261-086. 

WAC 434-262-030 
 
Abstract by Election Officer -Transmittal to Secretary of State 
 
Immediately after the official results of a state primary or general election in a county are 
ascertained, the county auditor or other election officer shall make an abstract of the number of 
registered voters in each precinct and of all the votes cast in the county at such state primary 
or general election for and against state measures and for each candidate for federal, state, 
and legislative office or for any other office which the secretary of state is required by law to 
canvass. The cumulative report of the election and a copy of the certificate of the election must 
be transmitted to the secretary of state immediately. The county auditor or other election 
official may aggregate results from more than one precinct if the auditor, pursuant to rules 
adopted by the secretary of state, finds that reporting a single precinct's ballot results would 
jeopardize the secrecy of a person's ballot. To the extent practicable, precincts for which 
results are aggregated must be contiguous. 

RCW 29A.60.230 
 
Crediting Voters for Voting 
 
A voter may not be credited for voting if the ballot was voted after election day, was received 
later than the day before certification of the election, or will otherwise not be counted. 
 
The crediting of voters in the county election management system must be completed prior to 
certification of the election.  
 
The reconciliation of voters credited with ballots counted shall be completed prior to 
certification of the election. The certification must include, but is not limited to, information 
indicating that the number of ballots counted equals the number of voters credited. If these 
numbers do not match, the county auditor must take steps to reconcile the numbers and any 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-261-086
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.230
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discrepancies. If the county auditor cannot reconcile the numbers, documentation of steps 
taken to reconcile and any other applicable information must be included with the official 
reconciliation. 
 
Changes to the list of registered voters, such as new registrations, transfers, or cancellations, 
may not be made following a general election until the crediting reconciliation is complete. 
Correction of errors is allowed. 
 
The county auditor shall make an electronic or paper copy of the list of registered voters 
immediately following this reconciliation. Following each general election, the county auditor 
shall use this data to produce the number of voters participating in the election for each taxing 
district in the county as required by WAC 434-262-017. Once the list is copied and the taxing 
district voter turnout report is complete, changes to the database may be made. 
 
Following certification of the election, each credited voter's history of voting must be updated in 
the statewide voter registration database. 

WAC 434-262-013 
 

Official County Canvass Report 
 

(1) Upon completion of the verification of the auditor's abstract of votes and the 
documentation of any corrective action taken, the county canvassing board shall sign a 
certification that: 

(a) States that the abstract is a full, true, and correct representation of the votes cast for 
the issues and offices listed thereon; 

(b) Provides the total number of registered voters and votes cast in the county; 
(c) Contains the oath required by RCW 29A.60.200, signed by the county auditor and 

attested to by the chair or designee who administered the oath; and 
(d) Shall have a space where the official seal of the county shall be attached. 
(2) The official county canvass report shall include: 
(a) The certification; 
(b) The auditor's abstract of votes as described in WAC 434-262-030; 
(c) The reconciliation report required by RCW 29A.60.235, which must include 

documentation that the number of ballots counted plus the number of ballots 
rejected is equal to the number of ballots received, and any additional information 
necessary to explain variances; and 

(d) If applicable, a written narrative of errors and discrepancies discovered and 
corrected. 

(3) The certification shall be signed by all members of the county canvassing board or 
their designees. 

(4) The official county canvass report is the cumulative report referenced in RCW 
29A.60.230. This report may not be subsequently amended or altered, except in the 
event a recount conducted pursuant to chapter 29A.64 RCW, or upon order of the 
superior court. The vote totals contained therein shall constitute the official returns of 
that election. 

WAC 434-262-070 
 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-017
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-013
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.200
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.235
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.230
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.64
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-262-070


 -36- 

Reconciliation Reports 
 
The county auditor shall prepare at the time of certification an election reconciliation report 
found at the state’s website. The county auditor must make the report available to the public at 
the auditor's office and must publish the report on the auditor's web site at the time of 
certification. The county auditor must submit the report to the secretary of state at the time of 
certification in any form determined by the secretary of state. 

RCW 29A.60.235 
 
 
 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.235
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RCW RCW 29A.60.23529A.60.235

Reconciliation reports.Reconciliation reports.
(1) The county auditor shall prepare at the time of certification an election reconciliation report(1) The county auditor shall prepare at the time of certification an election reconciliation report

that discloses the following information:that discloses the following information:
(a) The number of registered voters;(a) The number of registered voters;
(b) The number of ballots issued;(b) The number of ballots issued;
(c) The number of ballots received;(c) The number of ballots received;
(d) The number of ballots counted;(d) The number of ballots counted;
(e) The number of ballots rejected;(e) The number of ballots rejected;
(f) The number of provisional ballots issued;(f) The number of provisional ballots issued;
(g) The number of provisional ballots received;(g) The number of provisional ballots received;
(h) The number of provisional ballots counted;(h) The number of provisional ballots counted;
(i) The number of provisional ballots rejected;(i) The number of provisional ballots rejected;
(j) The number of federal write-in ballots received;(j) The number of federal write-in ballots received;
(k) The number of federal write-in ballots counted;(k) The number of federal write-in ballots counted;
(l) The number of federal write-in ballots rejected;(l) The number of federal write-in ballots rejected;
(m) The number of overseas and service ballots issued by mail, email, website link, or facsimile;(m) The number of overseas and service ballots issued by mail, email, website link, or facsimile;
(n) The number of overseas and service ballots received by mail, email, or facsimile;(n) The number of overseas and service ballots received by mail, email, or facsimile;
(o) The number of overseas and service ballots counted by mail, email, or facsimile;(o) The number of overseas and service ballots counted by mail, email, or facsimile;
(p) The number of overseas and service ballots rejected by mail, email, or facsimile;(p) The number of overseas and service ballots rejected by mail, email, or facsimile;
(q) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots sent by email, website link, or facsimile;(q) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots sent by email, website link, or facsimile;
(r) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots received by email or facsimile;(r) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots received by email or facsimile;
(s) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots that were rejected for:(s) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots that were rejected for:
(i) Failing to send an original or hard copy of the ballot by the certification deadline; or(i) Failing to send an original or hard copy of the ballot by the certification deadline; or
(ii) Any other reason, including the reason for rejection;(ii) Any other reason, including the reason for rejection;
(t) The number of voters credited with voting;(t) The number of voters credited with voting;
(u) The number of replacement ballots requested;(u) The number of replacement ballots requested;
(v) The number of replacement ballots issued;(v) The number of replacement ballots issued;
(w) The number of replacement ballots received;(w) The number of replacement ballots received;
(x) The number of replacement ballots counted;(x) The number of replacement ballots counted;
(y) The number of replacement ballots rejected; and(y) The number of replacement ballots rejected; and
(z) Any other information the auditor or secretary of state deems necessary to reconcile the(z) Any other information the auditor or secretary of state deems necessary to reconcile the

number of ballots counted with the number of voters credited with voting, and to maintain an audit trail.number of ballots counted with the number of voters credited with voting, and to maintain an audit trail.
(2) The county auditor must make the report available to the public at the auditor's office and(2) The county auditor must make the report available to the public at the auditor's office and

must publish the report on the auditor's website at the time of certification. The county auditor mustmust publish the report on the auditor's website at the time of certification. The county auditor must
submit the report to the secretary of state at the time of certification in any form determined by thesubmit the report to the secretary of state at the time of certification in any form determined by the
secretary of state.secretary of state.

(3)(a) The secretary of state must collect the reconciliation reports from each county auditor and(3)(a) The secretary of state must collect the reconciliation reports from each county auditor and
prepare a statewide reconciliation report for each state primary and general election. The report may beprepare a statewide reconciliation report for each state primary and general election. The report may be
produced in a form determined by the secretary that includes the information as described in thisproduced in a form determined by the secretary that includes the information as described in this
subsection (3). The report must be prepared and published on the secretary of state's website within twosubsection (3). The report must be prepared and published on the secretary of state's website within two
months after the last county's election results have been certified.months after the last county's election results have been certified.

(b) The state report must include a comparison among counties on rates of votes received,(b) The state report must include a comparison among counties on rates of votes received,
counted, and rejected, including provisional, write-in, overseas ballots, and ballots transmittedcounted, and rejected, including provisional, write-in, overseas ballots, and ballots transmitted
electronically. The comparison information may be in the form of rankings, percentages, or other relevantelectronically. The comparison information may be in the form of rankings, percentages, or other relevant
quantifiable data that can be used to measure performance and trends.quantifiable data that can be used to measure performance and trends.

(c) The state report must also include an analysis of the data that can be used to develop a better(c) The state report must also include an analysis of the data that can be used to develop a better
understanding of election administration and policy. The analysis must combine data, as available, overunderstanding of election administration and policy. The analysis must combine data, as available, over
multiple years to provide broader comparisons and trends regarding voter registration and turnout andmultiple years to provide broader comparisons and trends regarding voter registration and turnout and

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.235
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ballot counting. The analysis must incorporate national election statistics to the extent such information isballot counting. The analysis must incorporate national election statistics to the extent such information is
available.available.

[ [ 2018 c 218 § 92018 c 218 § 9; ; 2017 c 300 § 12017 c 300 § 1; ; 2011 c 10 § 622011 c 10 § 62; ; 2009 c 369 § 412009 c 369 § 41; ; 2005 c 243 § 112005 c 243 § 11.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

IntentIntent——2018 c 218:2018 c 218: See note following RCW  See note following RCW 29A.60.18529A.60.185..

Notice to registered poll votersNotice to registered poll voters——Elections by mailElections by mail——2011 c 10:2011 c 10: See note following RCW See note following RCW
29A.04.00829A.04.008..

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2406-S.SL.pdf?cite=2018%20c%20218%20%C2%A7%209
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1507.SL.pdf?cite=2017%20c%20300%20%C2%A7%201
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5124-S.SL.pdf?cite=2011%20c%2010%20%C2%A7%2062
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5270-S.SL.pdf?cite=2009%20c%20369%20%C2%A7%2041
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2005-06/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5499-S.SL.pdf?cite=2005%20c%20243%20%C2%A7%2011
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.04.008
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Skagit County Auditor | Elections | November 3, 2020 General Election

November 3, 2020 General Election

Last updated on 11/24/2020 2:00 PM

Number of Precincts 121

Number of Registered Voters 85,682

Total Ballots Counted 74,039

Estimated Ballots Left to Count

Next Ballot Count On 11/24/2020 2:00 PM

Last Tabulated 11/24/2020 2:00 PM

Voter Turnout 86.41%

Certification Date 11/24/2020

Export Results CSV · XML | Precincts CSV

State Measures

Washington State Referendum Measure No. 90
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Approved
36,629 51.51%

Rejected
34,482 48.49%

Total Votes 71,111 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Advisory Vote No. 32
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Repealed
44,691 65.92%

Maintained
23,103 34.08%

Total Votes 67,794 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Advisory Vote No. 33

https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/Auditor/main.htm
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/Home
https://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/AuditorElections/main.htm
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/export/20201103_Skagit.csv
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/export/20201103_Skagit.xml
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/export/20201103_SkagitPrecincts.csv
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34739.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Referendum-Measure-No-90.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34733.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Advisory-Vote-No-32.html
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*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Repealed
44,544 66.09%

Maintained
22,858 33.91%

Total Votes 67,402 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Advisory Vote No. 34
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Repealed
45,349 68.17%

Maintained
21,179 31.83%

Total Votes 66,528 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Advisory Vote No. 35
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Repealed
39,963 59.99%

Maintained
26,650 40.01%

Total Votes 66,613 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Engrossed Senate Joint Resolution No. 8212
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Measure Vote Vote %

Approved
27,120 40.65%

Rejected
39,589 59.35%

Total Votes 66,709 100%

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34735.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Advisory-Vote-No-33.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34736.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Advisory-Vote-No-34.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34737.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Advisory-Vote-No-35.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34738.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Engrossed-Senate-Joint-Resolution-No-8212.html
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Fire

FIRE DISTRICT 14 Proposition No. 1

Measure Vote Vote %

Approved
1,194 61.17%

Rejected
758 38.83%

Total Votes 1,952

Precinct Results »

Cemetery

CEMETERY DISTRICT 3 Proposition No. 1

Measure Vote Vote %

Yes
402 66.78%

No
200 33.22%

Total Votes 602

Precinct Results »

Federal

President/Vice President
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Joseph R. Biden / Kamala D. Harris
(Democratic Party Nominees) 38,252 52.1%

Donald J. Trump / Michael R. Pence
(Republican Party Nominees) 32,762 44.62%

Jo Jorgensen / Jeremy "Spike" Cohen
(Libertarian Party Nominees) 1,492 2.03%

Howie Hawkins / Angela Walker
(Green Party Nominees) 287 0.39%

Gloria La Riva / Sunil Freeman
(Socialism and Liberation Party Nominees) 90 0.12%

Alyson Kennedy / Malcolm M. Jarrett
(Socialist Workers Party Nominees) 54 0.07%

WRITE-IN 486 0.66%

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34838.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-34839.html
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Total Votes 73,423

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Congressional

Congressional District 1 U.S. Representative
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Suzan DelBene
(Prefers Democratic Party) 14,316 51.99%

Jeffrey Beeler, Sr.
(Prefers Republican Party) 13,161 47.8%

WRITE-IN
57 0.21%

Total Votes 27,534

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Congressional District 2 U.S. Representative
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Rick Larsen
(Prefers Democratic Party) 24,056 54.87%

Timothy S. Hazelo
(Prefers Republican Party) 19,690 44.91%

WRITE-IN
94 0.21%

Total Votes 43,840

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

State Executive

Washington State Governor
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Jay Inslee
(Prefers Democratic Party) 36,444 49.87%

Loren Culp
(Prefers Republican Party) 36,404 49.81%

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60513.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/President-Vice-President.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60258.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Congressional-District-1-US-Representative.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60260.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Congressional-District-2-US-Representative.html
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WRITE-IN 231 0.32%

Total Votes 73,079

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Lt. Governor
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Denny Heck
(Prefers Democratic Party) 27,860 44.59%

Marko Liias
(Prefers Democratic Party) 18,354 29.37%

WRITE-IN
16,270 26.04%

Total Votes 62,484

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Secretary of State
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Kim Wyman
(Prefers Republican Party) 40,861 58.09%

Gael Tarleton
(Prefers Democratic Party) 29,398 41.79%

WRITE-IN
81 0.12%

Total Votes 70,340

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State State Treasurer
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Mike Pellicciotti
(Prefers Democratic Party) 33,812 48.68%

Duane A. Davidson
(Prefers Republican Party) 35,562 51.2%

WRITE-IN
78 0.11%

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60170.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Governor.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60171.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Lt-Governor.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60176.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Secretary-of-State.html
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Total Votes 69,452

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State State Auditor
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Pat (Patrice) McCarthy
(Prefers Democratic Party) 35,996 52.1%

Chris Leyba
(Prefers Republican Party) 33,004 47.77%

WRITE-IN
86 0.12%

Total Votes 69,086

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Attorney General
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Bob Ferguson
(Prefers Democratic Party) 35,159 50.05%

Matt Larkin
(Prefers Republican Party) 35,006 49.83%

WRITE-IN
88 0.13%

Total Votes 70,253

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Commissioner of Public Lands
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Hilary Franz
(Prefers Democratic Party) 34,832 50.3%

Sue Kuehl Pederson
(Prefers Republican Party) 34,317 49.56%

WRITE-IN
96 0.14%

Total Votes 69,245

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60174.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/State-Treasurer.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60172.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/State-Auditor.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60177.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Attorney-General.html
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Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Chris Reykdal
32,098 51.46%

Maia Espinoza
29,933 47.99%

WRITE-IN
343 0.55%

Total Votes 62,374

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Washington State Insurance Commissioner
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Mike Kreidler
(Prefers Democratic Party) 41,116 60.98%

Chirayu Avinash Patel
(Prefers Republican Party) 25,961 38.5%

WRITE-IN
348 0.52%

Total Votes 67,425

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative

Legislative District 10 State Senator
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Ron Muzzall
(Prefers Republican Party) 10,208 49.08%

Helen Price Johnson
(Prefers Democratic Party) 10,563 50.79%

WRITE-IN
26 0.13%

Total Votes 20,797

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60175.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Commissioner-of-Public-Lands.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60173.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Superintendent-of-Public-Instruction.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60179.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Insurance-Commissioner.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60362.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-10-State-Senator.html
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Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 1
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Greg Gilday
(Prefers GOP Party) 9,903 48.63%

Angie Homola
(Prefers Democratic Party) 10,426 51.2%

WRITE-IN
33 0.16%

Total Votes 20,362

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 10 State Representative Pos. 2
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Bill Bruch
(Prefers Republican Party) 9,841 47.58%

Dave Paul
(Prefers Democratic Party) 10,809 52.26%

WRITE-IN
35 0.17%

Total Votes 20,685

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 39 State Senator
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Keith L. Wagoner
(Prefers Republican Party) 10,625 68.11%

Kathryn A. Lewandowsky
(Prefers WA Progressive Party) 4,944 31.69%

WRITE-IN
31 0.2%

Total Votes 15,600

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 39 State Representative Pos. 1
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60361.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-10-State-Representative-Pos-1.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60360.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-10-State-Representative-Pos-2.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60442.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-39-State-Senator.html
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Candidate Vote Vote %

Robert J. Sutherland
(Prefers Republican Party) 9,485 60.24%

Claus Joens
(Prefers Democratic Party) 6,231 39.57%

WRITE-IN
30 0.19%

Total Votes 15,746

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 39 State Representative Pos. 2
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Carolyn Eslick
(Prefers Republican Party) 9,899 63.33%

Ryan Johnson
(Prefers Democratic Party) 5,705 36.5%

WRITE-IN
28 0.18%

Total Votes 15,632

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 40 State Senator
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Elizabeth (Liz) Lovelett
(Prefers Democratic Party) 19,075 58.01%

Charles Carrell
(Prefers Republican Party) 13,753 41.82%

WRITE-IN
55 0.17%

Total Votes 32,883

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 40 State Representative Pos. 1
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Debra Lekanoff
(Prefers Democratic Party)

21,250 93.16%

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60441.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-39-State-Representative-Pos-1.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60440.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-39-State-Representative-Pos-2.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60448.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-40-State-Senator.html
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WRITE-IN
1,560 6.84%

Total Votes 22,810

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

Legislative District 40 State Representative Pos. 2
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Alex Ramel
(Prefers Democratic Party) 18,129 56.14%

Russ Dzialo
(Prefers Republican Party) 14,089 43.63%

WRITE-IN
72 0.22%

Total Votes 32,290

Precinct Results » Statewide Results »

County

Skagit Commissioner District 1

Candidate Vote Vote %

Mark Lundsten
(Prefers Democratic Party) 31,803 46.63%

Ron Wesen
(Prefers GOP Party) 36,249 53.15%

WRITE-IN
149 0.22%

Total Votes 68,201

Precinct Results »

Skagit Commissioner District 2

Candidate Vote Vote %

Peter Browning
38,039 58.35%

Mary A Hudson
(Prefers Democratic Party) 26,819 41.14%

WRITE-IN 330 0.51%

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60447.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-40-State-Representative-Pos-1.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60446.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/Legislative-District-40-State-Representative-Pos-2.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60240.html
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Total Votes 65,188

Precinct Results »

Judicial

Supreme Court Justice Position #03
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Dave Larson
30,844 49.86%

Raquel Montoya-Lewis
30,789 49.77%

WRITE-IN
228 0.37%

Total Votes 61,861

Multi-county Results » Precinct Results »

Supreme Court Justice Position #04
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Charles W. Johnson
45,413 97.14%

WRITE-IN
1,336 2.86%

Total Votes 46,749

Multi-county Results » Precinct Results »

Supreme Court Justice Position #06
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Richard S. Serns
21,316 36.61%

G. Helen Whitener
36,548 62.78%

WRITE-IN
355 0.61%

Total Votes 58,219

Multi-county Results » Precinct Results »

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60241.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Breakdown-60327.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60327.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Breakdown-60324.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60324.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Breakdown-60326.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60326.html
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Supreme Court Justice Position #07
*Multi-county race. Results include only Skagit County.

Candidate Vote Vote %

Debra L. Stephens
44,877 97.08%

WRITE-IN
1,351 2.92%

Total Votes 46,228

Multi-county Results » Precinct Results »

Skagit Superior Court Judge Position 3

Candidate Vote Vote %

Tom Seguine
31,253 49.49%

Elizabeth Yost Neidzwski
31,641 50.1%

WRITE-IN
256 0.41%

Total Votes 63,150

Precinct Results »

Public Utility

SKAGIT PUD DISTRICT COUNTYWIDE Commissioner 1

Candidate Vote Vote %

Andrew Miller
35,639 61.53%

Kenneth Goodwin
21,886 37.79%

WRITE-IN
392 0.68%

Total Votes 57,917

Precinct Results »

https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Breakdown-60325.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60325.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60344.html
https://results.vote.wa.gov/results/20201103/skagit/Precincts-60506.html

