
Biosolids Management in Vermont

The “raw materials” for biosolids come from everything 
that we wash down the drain and �ush down the toilet. 
In urban and suburban areas, these materials typically 
�ow to a wastewater treatment facility via an under-
ground pipe network. 

In rural areas, where homes have on-site septic systems, 
septic tanks are pumped out by a vacuum truck. The 
collected materials are transported to a wastewater 
treatment facility. 

Biosolids are the nutrient-rich organic byproducts of wastewater treatment. Biosolids 
have been treated and tested and meet strict federal and state standards for use as 
fertilizers and soil amendments. Biosolids were once considered a waste product, but 
are now a recycling success story. They can be bene�cially reused on farms. 

Class A biosolids receive additional treatment. They 
are virtually free of pathogens, and some—such as 
cured composts and biosolids pellet fertilizers—can 
be used anywhere.

Class B biosolids may still contain some pathogens 
(but less than untreated animal manures) and must 
be managed at sites with limited public access. 
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At the wastewater treatment facility, materials 
undergo processes designed to clean the wastewater. 
During these treatment processes, solids settle out of 
the wastewater. This "sludge" is referred to as a bio- 
solid after it has undergone additional treatment.

Most biosolids generated in Vermont are used on 
farm �elds where feed crops (especially corn and 
hay) for dairy animals are grown. They are applied 
to the land using manure spreading or injecting 
equipment, following rules in the farm's approved 
Nutrient Management Plan. 

Farmers rely on biosolids as a source of soil organic 
matter and crop nutrients.

If biosolids are not recycled through land applica-
tion, there are few other disposal options. Biosolids 
that aren’t used on farms are sent to land�lls and 
used as daily cover material. 

Leachate from lined land�lls is collected and sent to 
a wastewater treatment facility for processing.


