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"'Brakes Gave Way, 
Jump, Jump!' 

TOPTON – (UPI) A 
1925 Shay locomotive 
steam engine, carrying four 
freight cars and a caboose 
filled with 13 tourists, 
rolled out of control down a 
mountain incline Tuesday 
and overturned two miles 
west of here 

"The conductor came 
running through shouting 
'The brakes gave way, 
jump, jump,' " said Ralph 
Payne of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
a passenger in the caboose. 

"I looked out and we 
must have been doing 
50-60 miles an hour, I'm 
not about to throw a 4-
year-old off under those 
conditions," Payne said. 

 Cont'd Pg. 2 
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Shay Train Wreck (Cont'd) 

Payne, his son Jonathan 4, and his 80-year­old father-in- law, Thomas Carum, also of Cincinnati, stayed in the 
caboose, which slammed against a tree. 

They were not injured.  Carum held onto the boy. 

The freight cars, loaded with lumber, rambled down Nantahala 
Mountain.  

Four members of the Larry Sabastinos family, of Blacksburg, Va., 
were hospitalized in Andrews with injuries suffered when they 
jumped from the train. 

Jacqueline Sabastinos, 13, suffered a broken leg. 

Kenneth Glenn of Mount Holly said there was a ''lot of confusion" 
when the train picked up speed. 

"I had my wife jump first, and my boy next, and then I jumped," 
Glenn said.  "I went up the track to see my wife and she was in a lot of 
pain.  Her back was hurt." 

Mrs. Glenn was also hospitalized. 

One person was originally reported missing, but authorities said everyone was accounted for. 

The locomotive, which was valued at $35,000, fell on its side. 

Engineer Virgis Carpenter and conductor J.B. Waldroup said it would never run again.  They said the brakes gave 
way with a "burst of steam." 

Ross Smith, vice president and general manager of the Graham County Railroad Co., said it was "too early" to tell 
if the locomotive could be gotten back into shape. 

The engine had been in the shop for repairs and overhaul and had just come our four days earlier. 

The train operated daily freight rum from Robbinsville to Topton in Graham County, a distance of 15 miles.  It was 
one of the oldest steam locomotive trains making an Interstate Commerce Commission run. 

The Graham County Railroad Co. also has two other steam locomotives.  It operates two "Bearcreek Junction" 
tourist trains. 

A company spokesman said the tourist rides would not be affected by the accident."   

----------------------------------------------------------- 

The four-car train of wood and lumber had loaded its passengers at Bear Creek Junction, stopped for a 
brake test at the gap of the mountain, and then ran away as the train rounded the bend beside the 
overlook.  What happened?  A copy of the Interstate Commerce Commission wreck report could not be 
found and an N.C. Utilities Commission report said only that the ICC failed to learn the cause of the wreck.  
All of the railroaders who worked the train that day are gone.  But a source who viewed the wreck report 
and discussed it with the FRA motive power and equipment inspector from Atlanta, who was in charge of 
the area, describe it like this. 

The train of two chain flats of lumber and two chipwood cars 
and caboose pulled into the gap for a brake test.  Two of the cars 
had inoperable air brakes.  The engineer did a standard air brake 
reduction of 20 pounds to set the brakes for the test.  The 
engineer sped through the test, making a release of the brakes 
as the conductor walked back to the caboose.  The engineer 
whistled off without allowing the air brake system on the train 
enough time to fully recharge the system – with only 50 percent 
braking power. 

As the train rounded the curve at the overlook, the engineer 
made a 10-pound set, which should engage the brakes on most 
trains.  He took another 10-pound set, which would stop most 
trains, but nothing happened, and despite putting the train into emergency braking, it ran away. 

 

For more information on this fascinating piece of the history of Graham County contact:  

Graham County Historical Association ~ PO Box 1221, Robbins, NC 28771 ~ info@historygc.com 
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AT LAST A HOME 

Graham County Historical Association has a new 
home – the old Snider's Store building featured on 
the front page of the newsletter.  The offer made was 
accepted by Tom Ward on behalf of his family. 

Details were discussed about when occupancy 
may take place and what needed to be done before it 
officially becomes Graham County's newest 
attraction.  The building stood idle for many years 
and many updates will need to be made.  A GCHA 
committee will be formed to decide how the 
museum will display its many historical treasures, 
some of which will come from the old Snider's store 
itself.  There is grant work to be done for renovations 
and remodeling and, of course, operating funds.   

Many thanks to all who have so generously 
donated to GCHA for this historic endeavor.  This 
landmark will now be preserved and hopefully will 
become a shining star for Robbinsville tourism.   

 

 

 

 
 

GCHA PURPOSE 

The purpose of this organization is to obtain and 

secure oral and written history of Graham County 

and its citizens and occupants as well as artifacts 

reflecting that history, to securely maintain and 

preserve and present said material, in order that 

present and future citizens and visitors may have an 

understanding and appreciation of the County, the 

people who live and have lived here, and the 

County's place in history. 

. 

2017 HIGHLIGHTS 

Purchase of Snider's Store for Museum Building  

Participation: 

Graham County Heritage Festival – Jun 30 - Jul 1  

Eclipse Art & Antique Festival - Aug 19-20 

Robbinsville Fall Arts & Crafts Festival - Sep  9 

Stecoah Fest – October 21 

Special Meetings: 

Stecoah Valley Center Meeting - Oct. 26 - Beth 
Fields, Joyce C. Jenkins, SVC; Rick Davis, SVC; 
Sara Davis, SVC;  Sarah Thompson - Planning & 
Development; Ann Bass – Dept of Commerce 

Ret. Judge Claude Sitton & Jeff Morris - Dec. 4 - 
Presentation: Burke County Museum 

 Annie McDonald & Jennifer  Caffey - Dec. 11 - 
Appalachian Regional Commission, Snider's Store  

 

 

 

 

walk-through. 

GCHA BOARD 

Edd Satterfield- Pres. ~ Carolyn Stewart- V.P. 

Lavina West- Sec. ~ Terri Phillips- Treas. 

 


