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Students with Williams syndrome have a unique educational profile, with widely
disparate strengths and weaknesses.

However, the effective utilization of their personal strengths and their ability to
access technology can greatly improve success in more challenging areas and
allow access to age-appropriate curricula with their same-age peers.

This profile was created to provide teachers and providers with a brief general
overview of the relative strengths and weaknesses of students with Williams
syndrome. Please recognize that individual children will present as individuals
and may exhibit different strengths and weaknesses than those described here.
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e Can generally learn to read well with intensive
systematic phonics instruction

Writing

literacy development.
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» Learning to spell and writing out words is a critical component of

» Composition skills frequently surpass mechanical ability

« Utilization of graphic organizers supports increased written output

» Handwriting skills may progress slowly even with intervention;
intervention should be continued regardless.






Kids with WS deserve legitimate
friendships with their peers but lack the
skills to build them

Kids with WS have difficulty understanding
sarcasm, irony,

metaphor etc. and with social pragmatic
language skills

Their desire to please may lead them to
follow poor examples from other students
Direct instruction in self-regulation and
pro-social behaviors is crucial.

Zones of Regulation & Social Thinking are
often effective curricula.

Use task lists and visual schedules to
support working memory

Provide worked models or pictures of
completed work as examples.

Allow extra time to complete a task

Break a larger task into manageable parts
Ask child to repeat instructions to ensure
thoroughness and comprehension
Consider pairing the student with a
capable peer




From a parent: A good teacher match for someone with WS will:

FIRM...
but kind

The unique profile of students with Williams syndrome may
challenge your skills. The extraordinary gifts of students with

Williams syndrome will brighten your day and reward your
efforts!




