bluegrass

N UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

March 2, 2025
Sunday Gathering

-PRELUDE-
“His Eye Is On The Sparrow” — arr. M. Hayes
Brenda Gardiner

-ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-
We acknowledge that the place where we are gathered today is the ancient and ancestral homeland
of more than twenty Indigenous tribes. We mourn the loss of their lives, livelihoods, homes, and
cultures, and acknowledge the legacy of violence against them.

We acknowledge that the space where we worship today was established and built by those whose
Black ancestors were also abused and mistreated - some even bought and sold as enslaved people
right here in our city.

We acknowledge the women who’ve faced unfair treatment and misogyny throughout the ages and
we acknowledge those who identify as LGBTQ or other who’ve been mistreated and misunderstood.

We acknowledge our role and responsibility as professed followers of Christ to stand for and
alongside all of these and others who have been and continue to be oppressed.

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"I Dream of a Church”

WE DREAM OF A CHURCH
WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME,
WE DREAM OF A PLACE
WE ALL CAN CALL HOME.

WE DREAM OF A WORLD
WHERE JUSTICE IS FLOWING
WITH HOPE AND PEACE GROWING,
WHERE GOD’S WILL IS DONE.

MAKE IT SO, MAKE IT SO!
WE PRAY FOR THAT DAY,
MAKE IT SO.
WE DREAM OF A WORLD
WHERE LOVE REIGNS AMONG US
AND YOUR WILL IS DONE,



O GOD, MAKE IT SO.
-WELCOME & GREETING-

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"I Dream of a Church”

O GOD, FILL OUR HEARTS
TO REACH OUT IN WELCOME,
MAKE US TO SEE
YOUR VISION ONCE MORE.

LET'S DREAM OF A WORLD
WHERE OUR HANDS ARE YOUR HANDS,
WE OFFER OURSELVES,

O GOD, MAKE IT SO.

MAKE IT SO, MAKE IT SO!
WE PRAY FOR THAT DAY,
MAKE IT SO.

WE DREAM OF A WORLD
WHERE LOVE REIGNS AMONG US
AND YOUR WILL IS DONE,

O GOD, MAKE IT SO.

-CALL TO WORSHIP-
God, your love is steadfast;
WE ASK FOR YOUR HELP THAT WE CAN BE SO LOVING.

You, O God, are merciful and gracious;
WE ASK FOR YOUR COMPASSION
THAT WE CAN BE SO FULL OF MERCY AND GRACE.

You, O God, are our shield and our rampart;
WE ASK FOR BRAVERY TO BE THAT SHIELD AND COVERING FOR OTHERS.

Your love, O God, is steadfast;
HELP US TO BE YOUR LOVE IN OUR WORLD.

-PRAYER-

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"In the Midst of New Dimensions”

IN THE MIDST OF NEW DIMENSIONS,
IN THE FACE OF CHANGING WAYS,
WHO WILL LEAD THE PILGRIM PEOPLES
WANDERING IN THEIR SEPARATE WAYS?



GOD OF RAINBOW, FIERY PILLAR,
LEADING WHERE THE EAGLES SOAR,
WE YOUR PEOPLE, OURS THE JOURNEY
NOW AND EVER, NOW AND EVER,
NOW AND EVERMORE.

THROUGH THE FLOOD OF STARVING PEOPLE,
WARRING FACTIONS AND DESPAIR,
WHO WILL LIFT THE OLIVE BRANCHES?
WHO WILL LIGHT THE FLAME OF CARE?

GOD OF RAINBOW, FIERY PILLAR,
LEADING WHERE THE EAGLES SOAR,
WE YOUR PEOPLE, OURS THE JOURNEY
NOW AND EVER, NOW AND EVER,
NOW AND EVERMORE.

AS WE STAND A WORLD DIVIDED
BY OUR OWN SELF-SEEKING SCHEMES,
GRANT THAT WE, YOUR GLOBAL VILLAGE,
MIGHT ENVISION WIDER DREAMS.

GOD OF RAINBOW, FIERY PILLAR,
LEADING WHERE THE EAGLES SOAR,
WE YOUR PEOPLE, OURS THE JOURNEY
NOW AND EVER, NOW AND EVER,
NOW AND EVERMORE.

-SCRIPTURE-
Psalm 36: 5 (ESV)
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.

-THE MESSAGE-
“The ‘F’ Word”
Kenny Bishop

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"Change My Heart, O God”
CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD,
MAKE IT EVER TRUE;
CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD,
MAY | BE LIKE YOU.

YOU ARE THE POTTER,
| AM THE CLAY;



MOLD ME AND MAKE ME,
THIS IS WHAT | PRAY.

-JOYS & CONCERNS-
-PASTORAL PRAYER-

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"Change My Heart, O God”
YOU ARE THE POTTER,

| AM THE CLAY;
MOLD ME AND MAKE ME,
THIS IS WHAT | PRAY.

CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD,
MAKE IT EVER TRUE;
CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD,
MAY | BE LIKE YOU.

-COMMUNION INVITATION-

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"The Open Table”

COME, OH COME, COME TO THE TABLE.
GATHER ‘ROUND, COME WITHOUT FEAR.
KNOWN BY NAME HERE AT THE TABLE, THIS TABLE;
WELCOME HERE TO THE TABLE OF LOVE.

CIRCLE ‘ROUND, LET'S JOIN TOGETHER.
SHARE YOUR JOYS, AND BRING YOUR TEARS.
STRENGTH AND HOPE FOUND AT THE TABLE, THIS TABLE;
WELCOME HERE TO THE TABLE OF LOVE.

GOD IS LOVE; LOVE IS CREATING
SOMETHING NEW, RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.
WE’'RE CHILDREN OF GOD, HERE AT THE TABLE, THIS TABLE;
WELCOME HERE TO THE TABLE OF LOVE
-IN GRATITUDE-
-OFFERING-
-ANNOUNCEMENTS-

-INVITATION TO RESPOND-



-SINGING TOGETHER-

"Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”
AMAZING GRACE! HOW SWEET THE SOUND
THAT SAVED A WRETCH LIKE ME!
| ONCE WAS LOST, BUT NOW I'M FOUND;
WAS BLIND, BUT NOW | SEE.

"TWAS GRACE THAT TAUGHT MY HEART TO FEAR;
AND GRACE MY FEARS RELIEVED.
HOW PRECIOUS DID THAT GRACE APPEAR
THE HOUR | FIRST BELIEVED.

MY CHAINS ARE GONE,
I'VE BEEN SET FREE.
MY GOD, MY SAVIOR

HAS RESCUED ME.
AND LIKE A FLOOD
GOD’S MERCY REIGNS,
UNENDING LOVE,
AMAZING GRACE.

THE LORD HAS PROMISED GOOD TO ME;
HIS WORD MY HOPE SECURES.
HE WILL MY SHIELD AND PORTION BE
AS LONG AS LIFE ENDURES.

MY CHAINS ARE GONE,
I'VE BEEN SET FREE.
MY GOD, MY SAVIOR

HAS RESCUED ME.
AND LIKE A FLOOD
GOD’S MERCY REIGNS,
UNENDING LOVE,
AMAZING GRACE.

THE EARTH SHALL SOON DISSOLVE LIKE SNOW,
THE SUN FORBEAR TO SHINE.
BUT GOD WHO LOVES ME HERE BELOW,
WILL BE FOREVER MINE,
WILL BE FOREVER MINE,
YOU ARE FOREVER MINE.

-BLESSING & BENEDICTION-

-SINGING TOGETHER-
"Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”



MY CHAINS ARE GONE,
I'VE BEEN SET FREE.
MY GOD, MY SAVIOR

HAS RESCUED ME.
AND LIKE A FLOOD
GOD’S MERCY REIGNS,
UNENDING LOVE,
AMAZING GRACE.



