	

Minutes of Special Meeting
Emergency Service District #3
Date: July 27, 2026

T. McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:35PM. A quorum was established with four commissioners (Tamberly McCullough, Johnny Mitcham, Betty Zimmerman, and Kassie Bierman).   Shady Grove VFD Chief Jonathan Phillips were present.  Kate, with Germer PLLC, participated via Zoom meeting  (6:30 – appx. 7:30 PM).
Guests:  Kate Leveritt, with Germer PLLC
Invocation:  T. McCullough delivered the invocation.
Pledges to the Flags:  T. McCullough led the pledges to the flags.	
Public Comments: None

Discussion and action regarding discontinuing P.O. Box 331, Woodville, TX and having all mail sent to 635 FM 256 N, Woodville, TX where a rural mailbox is installed. Amotion was may by K. Bierman to discontinue using P.O. Box 331, Woodville, TX as the mailing address for ESD#3 and to begin using a rural mailbox at 635 FM 256, Woodville, TX 75979.  Motion was seconded by J. Mitcham and it passed unanimously.

Discussion and action with Kate Leveritt regarding timeline and other matters regarding Annexation issue. Including clarification of timellne.    Kate discussed the fact that timelines change every time one date changes so that is why timelines seem different.  She pointed out that the only really date that does not change is the date that and election must be called by, that is August 17.  If an election is not called by August 17, then it can’t happen in November.    Ms. Leveritt discussed the following items per the Texas Constitution Health and Safety Code 775.051:
1.   The board by order shall set a time and place to hold a hearing on the petition to include the territory in the district.  The hearing may be held not earlier than the 31st day after the date on which the board issues the order.
2.  The secretary of the board shall give notice of the hearing.  The notice must contain the time and place for the hearing and a description of the territory proposed to be annexed into the district.
	3.  The secretary must post copies of the notice in three public places in the district and one public place in the territory proposed to be annexed into the district for at least 15 days before the date of the hearing;  and
	3.  Not later than the 16th day before the date on which the hearing will be held, publish the notice once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county.
(e)  If after the hearing the board finds that annexation of the territory into the district would be feasible and would benefit the district, the board may approve the annexation by a resolution entered in its minutes.  The board is not required to include all of the territory described in the petition if the board finds that a change is necessary or desirable.

This all means that Public Hearing notice has to be in the newspaper 15 days before the date of the hearing.  Public Hearing date must be 31 days after the petition is accepted. Notice has to be posted in three public places in the district and 1 public place in the territory to be annexed.

B. Zimmerman asked K. Leveritt about Texas Election Code Chapter 277 [Sec. 277.002] regarding signature requirements for petitions. K. Leveritt advised that there are a lot of election codes out there and that the format of the VFD’s signature list meets all Emergency Service Districts’ legal requirements for a petition signature list.

Discussion and action Discussion and action regarding draft of 2027 Budget.  K. Bierman presented the 2027 proposed budget.  One change was noted.  The expense for the expansion of the district of $!0,000 would have been paid in 2026 and does not need to be in the 2027 budget.  That $10,00 should be moved Fire Department & Equipment change that line from $4,281.18 to $14,281.18.  Amotion was made by B. Zimmerman to accept the proposed 2027 budget with the one change, seconded by T. McCullough.  Motion passed.

B.Zimmerman moved the meeting adjourn; T. McCullough seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.
Minutes prepared and submitted for approval by:    Tamberly McCullough, President ESD#3 
