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DALTON — Repre-
sentatives from Casella
presented a draft Host
Community Agreement
(HCA) for the Granite
State Landfill to the July
29 working session of the
Dalton Select Board. The
presentation noted that
“although no agreement
has been finalized or
negotiated, Casella has
prepared a proposal for
consideration by town
leadership,”



“We were pleased to
be provided the opportu-
nity to present our Host
Community Agreement
(HCA) proposal to the se-
lect board, and through
that process, to gain a
greater understanding
of what issues the select
board wishes to address
in the HCA,” wrote Jeff
Weld, Casella’s Vice
President of Communi-
cations.

“We are hopeful that
in responding to ques-
tions asked by the board,
we were able to address
some of the confusion
and misinformation
about the project,” he
continued. “We expect
the dialogue with the
town to continue and
will be reaching out
directly to Dalton resi-
dents to keep them in-
formed. We feel strongly
that the HCA is an im-
portant part of the pro-
cess and gives residents
the best opportunity to
help shape the facility’s
operations, while also
creating significant fi-
nancial opportunity.”

The draft HCA is
available on the Town
of Dalton’s website. Ac-
cording to the presenta-
tion, Casella regularly
enters HCAs with the
towns to provide finan-
cial benefits to residents
and allow them to pro-
vide input into shaping
the operations of the pro-
posed facilities.



Casella’s  presenta-
tion showed that the
first of the permits, the
New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Environmen:
tal Services (NHDES)
Shoreland Permit, was
granted on July 18. The
Shoreland Water Qual-
ity Protection Act (RSA
483-B) and Env-Wgq 1400
require this permit for
development near public
waters.

Casella is still await-
ing approval of the fol-
lowing permits: NHDES
Wetlands Standard
Dredge & Fill Permit,
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US Army Corps of Engi-
neers Wetlands Permit,
NHDES Waste Manage-
ment Division Standard
Permit, NHDES 401
Water Quality Certifi-
cation, NHDES Air Re-
sources Permit, NHDES
Groundwater Manage-
ment Permit, and the
New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation
(WHDOT) Driveway Per-

mit.

“It is difficult to put
a firm timeline on how
long permitting activi-
ties will take. There are
several permit applica-
tions currently under
review, which provide
multiple opportunities
for public and regula-
tory input. We expect
this process to continue
to take place over the
next 12-18 months and
for project construction
to commence in 2026,"
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wrote Weld.

According to the pre-
sentation's timeline, if
all permits are approved
in 2025 construction
would begin in 2026, and
operations would start
in 2028.

“While we are opti-
mistic about the proj-
ect, we are still early in
the permitting review
process. We expect to
gain more clarity in the
weeks and months to
come. The reality is
that this facility fills a
disposal capacity need
for more than 60,000 cus-

tomers in New Hamp-
shire and without it,
those customers will face
increased disposal costs
either due to increased
transportation or de-
creased competition in
the marketplace,” wrote
Weld.

Casella officials noted
there was a new agree-
ment with the current
landowner.

“The project footprint
has been scaled down
in size such that it will
be developed on two ex-
isting lots. The lot line
adjustment required of

the original, larger foot-
print is no longer neces-
sary,” wrote Weld.
During the presen-
tation, Brian Oliver,
Vice-President, Eastern
Region, Casella Waste
Systems, Inc., stated,
“We do have anew agree-
ment with the landown-
er, and it allows Casella
the right to purchase
two lots of record, and
those lots of record are
large enough that they
would be able to house
the entirety of the land-
fill, all the infrastruc-
ture, and provide nec-
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essary setbacks, so the
good news about that,
no lot line adjustment
required for permitting
of the landfill. No subdi-
vision discussions need
to occur because we do
have enough land that
we have the right to pur-
chase that we can house
all of that on.”

The presentation
slides are available on
the Town of Dalton Weh
site, and a video of the
presentation can be
found on the Save Forest
Lake YouTube channel.
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